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FROM THE EDITORS

Welcome to our fourth edition of this entirely independent Rugby League
yearhook, celebrating both the game of Rughy League in unparallelled details
for the NRL and Super League competitions. None of this yearbook happens
without the exemplary work of our volunteer contributors, of which there are
many, all of whom | am indebted to every year.

| do want to give special mention to AJ Lucantonio who has produced a vast
amount of the content once again. Tim Costello as always has been the most
important person in this whole process and without him, this yearbook simply
never happens and remains solely as an idea. Most vitally of all though, to
Shawn Dollin for creating Rugby League Project - the greatest Rughy League
resource in existence and every year it gets bigger and better.

Thank you to Steven Russo for the cover artwork. Make sure you check out all
of his great work via his instagram page at @nrlouvre

I hope you enjoy this yearbook, made by the fans, for the fans!

ANDREW FERGUSON
Rugby League Project
Editor-in-chief - 2023 Annual
@rugbyleagueproj

Through four years of producing this free, awesome, completely independent
yearbook, it's been fantastic to collaborate with the team at Rughy League
Project to ensure we're bringing clear, accurate and wide-ranging information
on everything happening in rugby league each year.

Of course none of this is possible without the excellent work of our ever-
growing band of contributors, from RLP - Andrew and Shawn and their literal
decades of research and data work, to all our LeagueUnlimited writers (of
which Andrew is one) who commit week-to-week to ensure we cover the
greatest game of all in the rich detail it deserves.

There's some great little features in the pages to come along with a wealth of
information to absorh from the year that was. We hope you enjoy every page.

TIM COSTELLO
LeagueUnlimited.com
Editor - 2023 Annual
@LeagueUnlimited

COVER IMAGE: NRL PREMIERS PENRITH, NRLW PREMIERS NEWCASTLE, SUPER LEAGUE
CHAMPIONS WIGAN, WSL CHAMPIONS YORK VALKYRIE, STATE OF ORIGIN WINNERS
QUEENSLAND and PACIFIC CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS NEW ZEALAND. Designed by Steve Russo.
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Over the course of the first grade premiership since 1908, 34 teams have joined the fray,
N EW KI DS 0 N TH E Bl_o c K with varying degrees of success in their inaugural seasons.

ANDREW FERGUSON

So then, what better time to look at the first season of every club since the competition's

o 9
In 2023, the NRL welcomed its first new team in 15 years, with the addition of the Dolphins LIRS

expanding the N to 17 teams for the irsttme since 1399, Note: teams highlighted in light blue are current NRL clubs.

TEAM COMPETITION WIN% SEASON RESULT
South Sydney Rabbitohs NSWRFL 8.89% (equal 1st) Premiers
Sydney Roosters (Eastern Suburhs) NSWRFL 8.89% (equal 1st) Runners-Up
Glebe Dirty Reds NSWRFL 7178% (3rd) Semi-Finalist
70.83% (3rd) Preliminary Final
66.67% (Ath) Semi-Finalist
63.64% Tthof 16 teams
62.50% (6th) Runners-Up
59.09% 10th of 20 teams
50.00% Tith of 20 teams
44.40% 5th of 9 teams
42.31% 10th of 14 teams
41.67% 12th of 16 teams
Hunter Mariners Super League 38.89% 6th of 10 teams
Dolphins NRL 3750% 13th of 17 teams
Annandale NSWRFL - 35.71% 6th of 8 teams
Northern Eagles NRL - 34.62% 12th of 14 teams
Balmain Tigers NSWRFL 33.33% 6th of 9 teams
33.33% 9th of 10 teams
21.27% 16th of 20 teams
25.00% Tth of 9 teams
23.08% 13th of 14 teams
2273% Tith of 12 teams
2273% 14th of 16 teams
22.20% 9th of 10 teams
18.18% 15th of 16 teams
16.67% (10th) Wooden Spoon
15.38% (14th) Wooden Spoon
13.64% (12th) Wooden Spoon
12.50% (9th) Wooden Spoon
12.50% 8th of 9 teams
1% Tthof 9 teams
1% 8th of 9 teams
9.09% (20th) Wooden Spoon
769% 8th of 9 teams

—

Melbourne Storm NRL
North Sydney Bears NSWRFL
Brishane Broncos NSWRL

St George-lllawarra Dragons NRL
Warriors (Auckland) ARL
Perth Reds (Western Reds) ARL
Newecastle Rebels NSWRFL
Wests Tigers NRL
Gold Coast Titans NRL

o |lololrd |l |lo|leo | =

o

Adelaide Rams Super League

(=)

South Queensland Crushers ARL

St George Dragons NSWRFL
Illawarra Steelers NSWRFL
Penrith Panthers NSWRFL
Newcastle Knights NSWRL
Manly-Warringah Sea Eagles NSWRFL
Gold Coast Chargers (Giants, Seagulls) NSWRL
Parramatta Eels NSWRFL
Canberra Raiders NSWRFL
Cronulla-Sutherland Sharks NSWRFL
Cumberland NSWRFL
Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs NSWRFL
Newtown Jets NSWRFL
Western Suburbs Magpies NSWRFL
North Queensland Cowboys ARL
University NSWRFL

o |lo|lo|lo|lo|lo |l | =
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“Warriors were deducted 2 pts for breaching the replacement rule, which cost them an 8th place finish and a place in the finals.




BOOK REVIEW:
SPIRIT OF THERED V

Arguably the greatest recollection of one teams entire history is Geoff Armstrongs “Spirit
of the Red V",

So thorough and meticulous is he that the entire history is split across 2 books, providing
great insight to many key games, incidents on and off the field, details about the vast array
of great players to have played for the famous St George Dragons, how the club came to
enter the competition in 1921 and how it very nearly was one of the original clubs in 1908.

PR

A CENTURY OF A CENTURY OF
YOLU

SPIRIFAREDV .

The book isn't just focused on that St George side though. Armstrong has continued his
meticulous research to also detail how the club fared during the Super League war, which
ultimately led it into forming a joint venture with the lllawarra Steelers. He then details
every season by the newly formed St George-lllawarra side. No club has ever had such an
impressively comprehensive retelling of their entire history produced such s this.

The book is also full of glorious images, detailed statistics and most of all, magnificent
memories. The Spirit of the Red V details the first 100 years of the St George club and their
evolution into St George-lllawarra.

You can buy either book separately, or as a complete set. Personally, | cannot see why
you'd only want half because these are brilliant books. You can purchase them online
via Stoke Hill Press at: https://wwuw.stokehillpress.com/store/p35/Spirit_of the_
Red_V_%E2%80%94_hoth_volumes?%2C_with_slipcase.html

|
‘

I
/
’
/
/
/
\

GEOFF
ARMSTRONG

CpIRIT_ REDV=E



https://www.stokehillpress.com/store/p35/Spirit_of_the_Red_V_%E2%80%94_both_volumes%2C_with_slipcase
https://www.stokehillpress.com/store/p35/Spirit_of_the_Red_V_%E2%80%94_both_volumes%2C_with_slipcase

BOOK REVIEW:
THE MAHER CUP

One of the most notorious Rughy League contests in Australia which ran for 50 years,
from the 1920's until the 1970's was the Maher Cup, played in the Southern rural areas

of New South Wales. It saw some of the more brutal, physical, impressive, scintillating
and amazing contests in the games history. The contest itself had an aura that caught the
attention of many players in Sydney and beyond. Players who saw the Maher Cup as the
ultimate battle for them to test themselves in.

Neil Pollock recently has published an amazing book on this cup, which has required many
many years of research to compile, but what he has compiled is simply amazing. The Cup

ZMAHERQUP

structure was unique, in that every time a game was played in the Maher Cup, it would be
to determine who becomes the new holder of the cup. This ‘sudden-death’ feel for every
game is what built this epic battle for every game.

But as Pollock reveals in the hook; its not all just about the football. This is also about
country life at the time and how sometimes, the two can intermingle. The early 1950°s saw
some truly amazing scenes, like flooded venues, a try being disallowed because a player
was knocked out as he was about to score and didn't ground the ball, a house fire which
local nun’s had to extinguish because the fire-fighters were all watching the game.

This book is as wild a ride as the games themselves were. It's a brilliant piece
of work and one which everyone needs to know about. You can purchase the
book online via Neil Pollocks website dedicated to the Maher Cup: https://
mahercup.com.au/store/?fbclid=IwAR3wv7TG5XwMwXKao_A6DN3IDtUntL_
tYWX6kU62B7TxglaEBOSNO2fFOso

L J
A Social History of Football
I NSW’s Group 9 Towns « 1020 - 1071


https://mahercup.com.au/store/?fbclid=IwAR3wv7TG5XwMwXKao_A6DN3IDtUntL_tYWX6kU62B7Txg1aEB0SNO2fFOso
https://mahercup.com.au/store/?fbclid=IwAR3wv7TG5XwMwXKao_A6DN3IDtUntL_tYWX6kU62B7Txg1aEB0SNO2fFOso
https://mahercup.com.au/store/?fbclid=IwAR3wv7TG5XwMwXKao_A6DN3IDtUntL_tYWX6kU62B7Txg1aEB0SNO2fFOso

THE BIRTHPLACE OF
AUSTRALIAN RUGBY LEAGUE

It was on Thursday 8 August 1907 that a meeting of Rughy Union players and others
interested in the professional Rughy movement was held at Bateman's Crystal Hotel. It
was reported that approximately 50 players, 5 of whom were club captains, representing
8 clubs, to form the New South Wales Rugby League
and to also compile a squad of players to play against
the New Zealand professional Rugby side who were
currently en route to England. This was the day that
Rugby League in Australia was formed, and Bateman's
Crystal Hotel was the place of birth.

But little else is ever mentioned about this historic
venue.

The facade, which is all that remains of the building
today, was constructed in 1902 and is heritage
listed, but the hotel itself was built almost a century
heforehand and was first known as The Manchester Arms hotel.

At the beginning of 1830, it was advertised that Joseph Raphael had purchased the hotel.
Raphael was a colourful character to say the very least. When he was in his early 20's,
Raphael was one of four men tried at the Old Bailey (the central court in central London),
for highway robbery. Raphael was found guilty and sentenced to death, but had his
sentence commuted to transportation.

In 1803, he departed England via the ship HMS Calcutta, on its
final journey to Australia as a prisoner transport vessel, arriving
in Sullivan Bay, near where Sorrento now lies in Victoria. A lack
of fresh water and reliable timber for which to build with, saw
the settlement abandoned and all settlers and convicts were
relocated to Risdon Cove (North of Hobart) in Van Diemen’s Land
in 1804. This was to be the first British settlement in Tasmania.
Lieutenant Colonel David Collins, who led the colony, decided
shortly after arriving at Risdon Cove that the site would be
unsuitable and so he relocated his party across the Derwent
River to Sullivan's Cove. This was the site of a clash between the
Colonials and the Aboriginal people on May 3, 1804.

As for Raphael, he was a troublesome convict, constantly being

punished for insubordination and for attempted escapes. In 1807 he was captured trying
to escape Van Diemen'’s Land and was subsequently transported to Newcastle where he

earned a conditional pardon and immediately moved to Sydney where he opened a shop

in Pitt Street. It was to be his first of many businesses in Sydney, but his purchase of the
Manchester Arms was his higgest. However, just 6 months later he was insolvent.

Raphael began turning his life around, yet still led a colourful life. He once helped lure a

thief to his place by acting interested in buying the stolen goods. He organised for them

to meet at his house later that day to make the transaction, then Raphael went and got a
police officer to wait at his residence to make the arrest.

Raphael later adopted an orphaned boy. He also donated money towards the construction
of the York Street Synagogue. He died in 1853 as one of the last surviving colonials.

After the Manchester Arms hotel went through a number of new owners after Raphael, it
was taken over by Andrew Lysaght in 1883, who served as Mayor of North lllawarra and
was also a sitting member of the New South Wales legislative assembly, as a member of
the Protectionist party.

In 1885, Sarah Hawkins died at the hotel after being given a bed for the night to help her
recover from being drunk. Her clothes caught fire and while Lysaght's wife Mary did all
she could to extinguish the flames and save Hawkins, she passed away at hospital the
following morning.

In 1887, Lysaght returned to Fairy Meadow and the
Manchester Arms was purchased by Neil Matterson, who
changed the name of the hotel to the Aquatic Rendezvous. In
1890, James King took over and renamed the hotel to Crystal
Hotel. Then in 1892, John Bateman became the owner and

set about making the venue a marquee hotel in the heart of
Sydney. In 1895, his wife gave birth to their second child lvy,
but tragically, 9 months later their first-born child, son Cyril,
fell into the bathtub that was filling with boiling water and he
succumbed to his burns at the age of 3.

In1901, the JS Abrahams chemist at 434 George St was
demolished to make way for an extension of the Crystal Hotel.
It took 2 years for the works to be completed, s it incorporated upgrades both internally
and externally.

In February 1902, John Bateman and his friend James Denmeade (who was the then
secretary of the Rosehill Racing Club) were out boating when they saw a young man,
Arthur Conlon, fall out of a boat nearby. Denmeade dived in and swam to assist, but he was
unable to do so as Conlon was panicking and struggling too much. Bateman dived in with a
lifebuoy to try and help both men, but by the time he arrived, Conlon and Denmeade were
both exhausted. Conlon drowned despite Bateman's efforts. Bateman
then managed to save Denmeade who was also close to drowning.

On August 8,1903, the revamped Crystal Hotel was advertised as such:

“The new dining hall and private dining rooms which have just been

opened at Bateman's Crystal Hotel are amongst the most magnificent

in Sydney or Australia; In fact, their beauty is such that they compare

favourably with any of those in Paris, or, indeed, in any part of the
world.”

In the summer of 1907, the Crystal Hotel was the venue chosen for the
suspended members of the New South Wales cricket team to meet and
discuss their situation. One of those suspended players happened to be
Australian Test batsman Victor Trumper, who would be present just a few
months later, when disgruntled members of the Metropolitan Rugby Union congregated at
the same Hotel.

A series of meetings between a small number of Rugby players, politician Henry Hoyle and
entrepreneur James Giltinan took place in relative secrecy at Victor Trumper’s Sports store.
But then on August 8, 1907, the Bateman's Crystal Hotel saw the formation of the New
South Wales Rughy League. Trumper was appointed as the game’s first Treasurer.

As for John Bateman, he was an avid lover of all sports, predominantly horse racing,
boxing, cricket, sculling, yachting and greyhound racing. In 1905 he was appointed as
Treasurer of the NSW National Coursing Association. He would become a co-owner of
several successful greyhounds with Greg Keighery.



Bateman remained the owner of the Crystal Hotel up
until April 1919. In 1927 its name was modified slightly
to Hotel Crystal and then in 1938 it became the Tatler
Hotel.

It was around this time that Bateman became:ill and
after a further 2 years of suffering, he eventually
succumbed, passing away in his Mona Vale home.

The hotel had cold rooms installed in 1950 and then

in 1981, new owners Tooth & Co (makers of KB Lager,
which also happened to the name of one of Bateman's
greyhounds), spent 3 years renovating the interiors,
converting the ground floor into retail space which sold
menswear.

In1993, Grace Bros purchased the site and converted
the interiors into office space for their neighbouring
retail site. The facade was heritage listed in the early
2000's and is all that remains of this historically
important venue to the game of Rugby League.




Atry by Harry Grant in the first period of Golden Point
has secured victory for the Melbourne Storm over a
tenacious Parramatta Eels by 16-12 in the first match
of the 2023 Telstra Premiership.

Parramatta put its first points on the board this
season in the fifth minute of play after Mitch Moses
was fouled illegally by Eli Katoa. Moses promptly
added a penalty goal to give the Eels the early 2-0
advantage. The rest of the opening twenty was
both sides hombing good chances. Parramatta
went closest to scoring when Maika Sivo thought
he had yet another try at CommBank Stadium. But

Match stats compiled by Rughy League Project, Match reports from LeagueUnlimited.com

it was denied when Ash Klein found the last pass to
be forward. Melbourne would suffer a major blow
when Cameron Munster went off with a compound
dislocation to his wedding ring finger and would
depart midway through the first half but would
return after half-time.

Parramatta would cross for the first try with eight
minutes remaining in the first half where they
capitalised on a Melbourne error. Clint Gutherson
summed it up and drew in the suspect Melbourne left
edge to find Will Penisini to cross for try 1 of 2023.
Moses hooked the kick to keep the margin at six. The
Storm had plenty of try-scoring chances but kept
failing at the final moment and was facing an uphill
battle, but they were only down 6-0 at the change of

ends.

Melbourne started the better of the two sides in the
second forty minutes. Off the back of back-to-back
penalties. The Storm struck back six minutes in the
half. Off Harry Grant, it was a clever pass from Josh
King and Nick Meaney crossed for the Storm's first
try of 2023. The scores were level for just twelve
minutes.

Following a crushing tackle from Maika Sivo on
Jahrome Hughes, it was a clever short ball from
new buy Josh Hodgson to Junior Paulo who runs
the best part of 20 metres to score Parramatta’s
second. Moses converted to keep the margin at a
converted try. More problems developed for the
Storm when Xavier Coates left the ground with a

shoulder injury. The margin was reduced shortly
after when Isaac Lumelume was crushed by big
Nelson Asofa-Solomona. Off the ensuing scrum, it was
Munster magic to find Young Tonumaipea out wide,
Meaney’s kick from touch was successful and it was
12-12. What can only be described as a chaotic final
fifteen minutes took place with both sides bombing
opportunities to take the first victory of 2023 which
saw us head to Golden Point.

Both sides had opportunities but a spillage inside
Parramattas half gave Melbourne a golden
opportunity. Instead of shooting for the victory,
Harry Grant ran out of acting half to give Melbourne
a Round 1 victory and keep their impressive opening
round streak alive. AJ LUCANTONIO

Sheer grit and determination in defence has handed
the New Zealand Warriors a 20-12 win to open their
account in season 2023 in front of a Wellington home
crowd.

The game started in the worst way possible for
the home side, with an error from Charnze Nicoll-
Klokstad in the first minute allowing Newcastle the
first attacking set of the game. Lachlan Fitzgibbon
crossed for the first points for the Knights just a few
tackles later, and the Hastings conversion took the
score to 6-0.

The momentum swung back and forth over the
next 20 or so minutes, with both teams receiving
significant amounts of penalties and six agains.

However both teams' defence were up to the
challenge, so it wasn't until the 27th minute that
the scorekeeper was needed again. A strong run
for Mitchell Barnett against his old club put the
Newcastle defence in scrambles, and some good
hands on the right edge gave the Warriors their
first points of 2023 through Edward Kosi. Lachlan
Miller's restart then went out on the full, gifting the
Warriors another attacking set off the back of their
try. It was only a few minutes before Bunty Afoa
made Newcastle pay, going straight through some
tired forwards to give New Zealand the lead for the
first time. Johnson's successful conversion took the
scoreline to 10-6, which it would remain into the half-
time break.

Newcastle sprinted out of the blocks to start the
second half, and they converted on some poor

Warriors discipline to cross over on their left edge
through Hymel Hunt. Jackson Hastings showed
that he has brought his kicking boots over from the
Tigers, giving his side a two point lead after nailing
the sideline conversion in very windy conditions.
The Knights kept the pressure on, but it would be the
Warriors who would cross the stripe next. Very much
against the run of play, Brayden Wiliame made a great
run and found his fullback backing up on the inside.
The Nicoll-Klokstad try was failed to be converted by
Shaun Johnson, leaving the Warriors with a two point
ead at 1412 in the 54th minute. Suddenly, the tide
turned. The Warriors went very close to scoring twice
more in the next few minutes, but the Knights were
consistently giving away penalties and six against
whilst defending their own line. Ultimately, Phoenix
Crossland was sent to the sin bin, but despite this
the Warriors couldn't turn their ten minutes of line

attack into any points. Kalyn Ponga looked to have
scored for Newcastle in the 68th minute, but Charnze
Nicoll-Klokstad managed to hold him up with a
great try-saving tackle. Just a few minutes later, the
independent doctor ruled that Ponga had to leave the
field for a HIA, much to his frustration. Newcastle
would have a few more repeat sets on the line, but
some frantic defence from the Warriors somehow
kept them out.

Wayde Egan closed the game out in the 75th minute
with a great display of eyes up footy, scooting
straight out of dummy half and over the line. With
the scoreline at 20-12, the Knights needed some
magic to steal the points, but instead they dished up
a few more handling errors to close out the match.
LACHLAN MCINTYRE

Brishane Broncos have produced the first upset of
the 2023 NRL season with a 13-12 win over reigning
premiers Penrith Panthers tonight in Penrith.

It was a rearguard display from the Broncos, who
tackled their way to the points tonight. Halfback
Adam Reynold weaved some magic with the late field
goal which led them to a first win in the west in 15
years.

From the opening whistle, both sides ripped into each

other in some slippery conditions in Sydney's west.
Both kicking games were key to the contest with
two key exponents in Adam Reynolds and Nathan
Cleary. Panthers buoyed by a bumper crowd were
the first to find the stripe. Stephen Crichton started
the move in his own half before it linked up down the
right before the centre strode away from the defense
tomake it 6-0. The Broncos were bright in their work
early and probed the line well. They responded with a
four-pointer themselves through their strike centre.
Herbie Farnworth sliced through from an Reynolds
pass to level the game up at six. Quickly, it was
double delight for the visitors. Ezra Mam weaved past

the Panthers, toed it ahead for himself before he was
shouldered away. Farnworth showed his speed and
beat the Panthers defense to the ball to make it 12-6.

On a slick surface, kicking games were key. Cleary
piloted a kick which rebounded right from the
upright and fell into the lap of Liam Martin. The
representative backrower was unable to ground the
ball on a frustrated night for the premiers. Near
misses and communication errors were the Panthers
downfall tonight. Their usual slick attack was stunted
and it wasn't until interchange hooker Soni Luke
came on which gave them a spark late in the contest.

Panthers piled on the pressure with dropouts galore
in the second half. Broncos remained stout and held
their line well and made some superb last ditch
tackles to deny the Panthers any points with a baying
crowd behind them. Reynolds pushed the advantage
to seven in the 69th minute. He forced the Panthers
defense to play at the ball to get six more then cool
as a cucumber slotted the field goal to make it 13-6
in the wet. Luke gave the hosts a brief thought of a
comeback. He scooted from dummy half to reduce
the margin to one but the premiers left it too late
and were unable to will themselves to a win against a
spirited Broncos side. JUSTIN DAVIES

Manly-Warringah have picked up their first opening-
round win since 2013, comfortably accounting for
an error-prone Canterbury side 31-6 at Brookvale on
Saturday.

A packed house - 17,217 fans - at 4 Pines Park were
treated to a messy opening 15 minutes before Tom
Trbojevic pounced on a DCE grubber to start the
scoring for the afternoon.

Despite a sloppy opening quarter of the contest,
Canterbury managed to turn the tables, scoring a try
with a bit of luck for Reed Mahoney, snapping up his
own grubber kick off the post to ground it and level
scores. The turning point for the contest arguably
came at the 35 minute mark, when Manly looked
likely to score, but a Bunker review resulted in a sin-
bin for Kyle Flanagan for a professional foul which
came in for plenty of criticism from commentators

and fans alike. Manly took full advantage of the
additional player on the park, Reuben Garrick
breaking the deadlock just a minute later, allowing
Manly a 12-6 half time lead. Cherry-Evans scoring
three minutes after halftime dented any hopes the
Bulldogs had of a solid start to the second forty.

By the time Flanagan returned, the rot had set in.
Matt Burton was having a shocking afternoon with
the boot and handling errors were common for a

range of players. Around the hour mark, the captain
had a double for Manly and a 24-6 lead just about
had the game won for the hosts. The Sea Eagles were
comfortable enough to take Tom Trhojevic after this
point (although he would return to the field later).
Eight minutes from the end of play Cherry-Evans
added to his personal scoresheet with a field goal,
before plucking an intercept off a lazy Bulldogs
attacking string on fulltime to deliver the final
scoreling of 31-6. TIM COSTELLO



A76th-minute field goal has saved the Cowboys on a
night where Canberra nearly came back and won at
Queensland County Bank Stadium; North Queensland
19-18 winners in the first round.

The home team absolutely dominated early
proceedings, and although they didn't have it all their
way at first. After several false dawns (including a
missed penalty goal from Holmes in the Tith minute),
the Cowboys finally crossed out wide through
Murray Taulagi after 15 minutes and for the rest of

the half, the Raiders found themselves on the back
foot. Scott Drinkwater backed up the Taulagi try
just two or three minutes later; and with Holmes'
conversion the momentum was well and truly with
the home team. At the 24 minute mark, on the back of
mounting pressure it was a Val Holmes penalty goal
which pushed the lead to 12 points. A second try for
Drinkwater six minutes from halftime saw the lead
extend further and further dented the Raiders hopes
of getting into the contest, but only minutes later an
error from the Cowboys, compounded by a six-again
call saw the Raiders push deep into North Queensland

territory for the first time since the early minutes.
On the back of that possession, Emre Guler stumbled
over some pretty feeble defence and in the shadows
of halftime, a glimmer of hope was restored for the
Green Machine.

The second half was a mirror of the first - Canberra
dominated possession and field position, but couldn't
crack the Cowboys' line until the 53rd minute when
Tom Starling collected a rebound from his own
grubber and dodged defenders to narrow the margin
to six. Five minutes later scores were level after a

poorly received bomb ended up in Jack Wighton's
arms near the Cowboys line, the Canberra five-eighth
sprinting a short distance to score in the corner. The
next 15 minutes were a war of attrition, the Raiders
largely with the upper hand, but with five minutes
remaining, Chad Townsend found himself in front of
the Canberra posts and potted a one-pointer to sneak
the home team ahead.

Try as they might, the Raiders were unable to level
proceedings in the minutes remaining, or pull ahead,
and the Cowhboys hung on for victory. TIM COSTELLO

The South Sydney Rabbitohs have started the 2023
season in strong style with a 27-18 victory over the
Cronulla Sharks at Shark Park.

The clash started in one of the worst possible
situations for the Rabbitohs, with their big man
Tevita Tatola ruled out of the match from the very
first tackle of the game after showing Category 1
concussion symptoms after a head clash.

Ronaldo Mulitalo learnt a hard lesson at the ten-
minute mark to never think anything - especially a
try - is a certainty. The Sharks winger was put into
space as he charged towards the line before slowing
down with a smile on his face thinking it was a fait
accompli, only for Lachlan llias to knock the ball out

in a desperate tackle. After saving the try down the
other end, lllias was able to open the scoring when
he looked to dummy the ball out to the right, but
elected to go himself - houncing out of a tackle and
getting his way to the line to score. The Sharks were
able to level the scores through some bizarre work
when Will Kennedy got himself into space and put
a kick through, which he grubbered again before
Braydon Trindall had to soccer through a couple of
times himself to score and convert. It wasn't just the
Sharks who hombed tries though, |zaac Thompson
|ost the ball short of the line when he got into space,
and then Keaon Koloamatangi lost the ball chasing
through an lllias kick. It was second time lucky for
the Rabbitohs big man Koloamatangi though, when
he put the Sharks defence in two minds and he
went through to score. Cronulla were able to level

the scores on the stroke of halftime and get their
confidence levels up as they looked to shift the ball
|eft before going right to put Sione Katoa over in the
corner.

If the Sharks got a confidence boost from the try at
halftime, then whatever happened during the break
must've brought the confidence down, because they
looked like a team devoid of any confidence. Errors
killed any momentum that they took into the half,
and even though it took Souths time to capitalise
- capitalise they did. The Bunnies finally took
advantage just shy of the 50-minute mark when lllias
put Campbell Graham through for his first effort of
the night. Errors continued to hamper any efforts that
were made by the Sharks to wrestle the momentum
back, and a Latrell Mitchell penalty goal pushed the

score out to 20-12 after Briton Nikora was penalised
for a late tackle on Cam Murray. More errors and ill-
discipline hampered the hosts after Braden Hamlin-
Uele was put on report for a high shot and then from
the ensuing set, Graham was put through by llias in
acarbon copy of his first try. Things went from bad to
worse for Cronulla after the try was awarded, with
Wade Graham sent for 10 minutes by referee Todd
Smith for what was deemed a high shot earlier in the
set by the Bunker.

Cronulla did get a late try when Teig Wilton chased
through a Matt Moylan kick, and was able to close
the gap to just 8 points but errors again scuttled the
momentum. A late Mitchell field goal put the icing on
the cake for Souths. JOSH ROBERTSON

The Dolphins have made a statement in their
premiership debut after stunning the Sydney
Roosters 28-18 at Suncorp Stadium on Sunday
afternoon.

Defying pre-season expectations to go toe-to-toe
with their more heavily favoured opponents during
the first half, Wayne Bennett's men romped to victory
after halftime to the delight of 32,177 supporters in
attendance.

Withstanding an early scare which saw Tesi Niu
denied a try due to a forward pass, the Roosters

opened the scoring through Joseph-Aukuso Suaalii
(11th minute), who managed to narrowly ground the
ball despite interference from Brenko Lee. Hamiso
Tabuai-Fidow (16th minute) wrote his way into the
record books to score the first try for the league’s
17th club; the former North Queensland speedster
supported an incisive run from Jeremy Marshall-
King to touch down underneath the black dot. The
Roosters took advantage of an error from the ensuing
kick-off with makeshift centre Drew Hutchison (19th
minute) finishing off a skilful piece of footwork and
passing from James Tedesco. Refusing to wilt in the
face of their opposition, the Dolphins, inspired by
several damaging hits from inaugural signing Felise

Kaufusi, struck a blow late in the half with Mark
Nicholls (36th minute) crashing over from close range
to send both teams to the sheds locked at 12-all.

Dominating possession with multiple line drop
outs early in the second half, Connelly Lemuelu
(46th minute) demonstrated his transition from the
backline into the forwards with a powerful run to
give the Dolphins the lead for the first time. Striking
amajor blow after debutant playmaker Isaiya Katoa
opted to run the ball close to the try line, a right
side shift allowed Jamayne Isaako (50th minute) to
establish a double-digit lead. The Roosters endured
further misery with the bunker ruling Daniel Tupou

|ost the ball over the try line; a subsequent error from
Matt Lodge saw Katoa and Tabuai-Fidow combine
from a scrum to send Isaako (56th minute) over for
his second try of the afternoon. Trailing 28-12 midway
through the final quarter, Luke Keary produced an
impressive break and kick, which allowed Tupou
(67th minute) to atone for his earlier blunder and
move within five tries of the club’s all-time try-scoring
record. Capping a dream debut for the league’s
newest club, inaugural signing Felise Kaufusi was
awarded the Arthur Beetson Medal, in recognition of
the rugby league immortal’s ties to both Sydney and
Redcliffe. ROB CROSBY

Gold Coast Titans have opened their 2023 season
with a win, beating a new-look but ultimately
disappointing Wests Tigers 22-10 at Leichhardt.

The locals rolled down the field courtesy of a penalty
and promptly forced a dropout. Tanah Boyd kicked
it out on the full in attempting to go short, and the
Tigers didn't turn down the 2 points on offer to get
out to an early lead. It was immediately clear that the
Tigers game-plan would be to throw the ball around
and use the full width of the field. It was an effective
strategy to get them down the field, but once they got
there they simply didn't have the polish necessary to
turn their opportunities into tries. The Titans didn't

have much possession, but were able to score a long
range try that put a stop to the Tigers momentum.
Tanah Boyd put David Fifita into a hole, the big second
rower linking up with Phillip Sami in support, who
scored the try. With the Tigers' new expansive style
came an increase in handling errors, and the Titans
were able to make them pay in the 23rd minute. David
Nofoaluma dropped it while making a run out of his
own end, gifting the Gold Coast prime field position.
AJ Brimson put an early grubber in, which Sami won
the race to, and despite having a much lesser share
of possession the Titans had a 10-point lead. The
home crowd was growing increasingly frustrated
with the lack of points scored by the Tigers, who
went into the sheds with just 2 points to their name

despite an influx of field position. The feelings were
compounded when the Titans went upfield courtesy
of a penalty to start the second half and Daine Laurie
was caught ball watching on the attacking kick. Sam
Mclntyre, the former Tiger, picked the ball up and
scored, making it 182 to the visitors. The Tigers
finally broke through a few minutes later, with
Doueihi accelerating through half a gap and putting
the ball down for a try, making it a two score game.

There's no doubt that the Tigers were on top for
much of the match, but a combination of great goal
line defence from the Titans and momentum killing
mistakes from Wests meant that the scoreline was
what it was. In the 65th minute, the Titans dropped

it out on the full once again, and another Tigers try
followed. Doueihi was heavily involved, getting the
try assist to Daine Laurie. Doueihi couldn't convert,
meaning the deficit remained beyond a converted
try. The crowd was energised, but it didn't last
long, as AJ Brimson cut right through the defensive
line off a scrum play 3 minutes later, scoring the try
and shushing the Leichhardt faithful in the process.
Tanah Boyd missed the conversion, leaving a faint
bit of hope for the Tigers to mount an unlikely
comeback. They weren't without their chances in the
final minutes, but the Titans defence kept on turning
the Tigers attack away, and 22-10 was where the
scoreline remained as the full time siren sounded.
ADAM HUXTABLE



ROUND 1RESULTS

MELBOURNE 16 (H. Grant, N. Meaney, Y. Tonumaipea tries;
N. Meaney 2 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 12 (J. Paulo, W.
Penisini tries; M. Moses 2 goals) AT COMMBANK STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 2nd March. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Parramatta 6-0.
Penalties: 6-all. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 17,301.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Blake, Lumelume;
Brown, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hodgson, Paulo (C), Cartwright,
Doorey, Hopgood. Int; Momoisea, Murchie, Greig.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Tonumaipea, Coates;
Munster, Hughes; Asofa-Solomona, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero,
Katoa, King. Int: Wishart, MacDonald, Grant, Garlick.

WARRIORS 20 (B. Afoa, W. Egan, E. Kosi, C. Nicoll-Klokstad tries;
S. Johnson 2 goals) DEFEATED NEWCASTLE 12 (L. Fitzgibbon, H.
Hunt tries; ). Hastings 2 goals) AT SKY STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 3rd March. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 10-6.
Penalties: 8-all. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 16,676.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Kosi, Wiliame, Pompey, Montoya;
Martin, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Barnett, Ford, Niukore,
Harris (C). Int: Walker, Afoa, Curran, Ale.

NEWCASTLE: Miller, Hunt, Tuala, Best, Young; Ponga (C), Hastings;
Saifiti, Brailey, Saifiti, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Mann. Int: Crossland,
Elliott, Hetherington, Thompson.

BRISBANE 13 (H. Farnworth 2 tries; A. Reynolds 2 goals; A.
Reynolds field goal) DEFEATED PENRITH 12 (S. Crichton, S. Luke
tries; N. Cleary 2 goals) AT BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 3rd March. Kickoff: 8:05 PM. Halftime: Brishane 12-6.
Penalties: Brishane 5-4. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 17125.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary
(C); Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Garner, Martin, Yeo. Int; Luke,
Sorensen, Leniu, Salmon.

BRISBANE: Cobho, Oates, Staggs, Farnworth, Arthars; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Jensen, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Palasia, Flegler, Taupau.

MANLY 31 (D. Cherry-Evans 3, R. Garrick, T. Trbojevic tries;
R. Garrick 5 goals; D. Cherry-Evans field goal) DEFEATED
CANTERBURY 6 (R. Mahoney try; M. Burton goal) AT 4 PINES
PARK.

Date: Sat, 4th March. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Manly 12-6.
Penalties: Manly 9-4. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 17,278.
MANLY: Trbojevic, Tuipulotu, Parker, Koula, Garrick; Johns,
Cherry-Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Trbojevic, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi,
Aloiai. Int: Keppie, Weekes, Trbojevic, Bullemor.

CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Burton (C), Flanagan; King, Mahoney, Sutton, Kikau, Faitala-
Mariner, Brown. Int: Tanner, Waddell, Pele, Preston.

NORTH QLD 19 (S. Drinkwater 2, M. Taulagi tries; V. Holmes 3
goals; C. Townsend field goal) DEFEATED CANBERRA 18 (E. Guler,
T. Starling, ). Wighton tries; ). Fogarty 3 goals) AT QUEENSLAND
COUNTRY BANK STADIUM/

Date: Sat, 4th March. Kickoff: 4:30 PM. Halftime: North QLD 18-
6. Penalties: North QLD 6-4. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 19,855.
NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Cotter, Hess, Nanai, Taumalolo (C).
Int: Granville, Neame, Taunoa-Brown, Tamou.

CANBERRA: Kris, Cotric, Timoko, Smith-Shields, Rapana;
Wighton, Fogarty; Saulo, Levi, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C),
Harawira-Naera. Int: Starling, Mariota, Horsburgh, Guler.

SOUTHS 27 (C. Graham 2, L. llias, K. Koloamatangi tries; L.
Mitchell 5 goals; L. Mitchell field goal) DEFEATED CRONULLA
18 (S. Katoa, B. Trindall, T. Wilton tries; B. Trindall 3 goals) AT
POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 4th March. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: 12-all. Penalties:
5-all. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 12,757.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Trindall; Rudolf, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane
(C). Int: Mclnnes, Graham, Kaufusi, Williams.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Thompson; Walker,
Ilias; Tatola, Cook, Moale, Koloamatangi, Chee-Kam, Murray (C).
Int: Burgess, Arrow, Taaffe, Mitchell.

DOLPHINS 28 (J. Isaako 2, C. Lemuelu, M. Nicholls, H. Tabuai-Fidow
tries; ). Isaako 4 goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 18 (D. Hutchison, ).
Suaali'i, D. Tupou tries; S. Walker 3 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.
Date: Sun, 5th March. Kickoff: 3:05 PM. Halftime: 12-all. Penalties:
Dolphins 7-2. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 32,177.

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, lsaako, Aitken, Lee, Niu; Katoa,
0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Wallace, Kaufusi,
Bromwich, Gilbert. Int: Nicholls, Stone, Donoghoe, Lemuelu.
SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Suaali'i, Hutchison, Paulo; Keary,
Walker; Collins, Smith, Lodge, Butcher, Butcher, Radley. Int:
Whyte, May, Turpin, Baker.

GOLD COAST 22 (P.Sami 2, A. Brimson, S. McIntyre tries; T. Boyd 3
goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 10 (A. Doueihi, D. Laurie tries; A.
Doueihi goal) AT LEICHHARDT OVAL.

Date: Sun, 5th March. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 12-2.
Penalties: Wests Tigers 9-3. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 14,667.
WESTS TIGERS: Laurie, Nofoaluma, Naden, Talau, Staines;
Doueihi, Brooks; Utoikamanu, Simpkin, Klemmer, Papali'i, Blore,
Twal. Int: Koroisau (C), Ofahengaue, Pole, Kepaoa.

GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Schoupp, Sami, Fifita;
Foran, Boyd; Jolliffe, Verrills, Faasuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson,
Liu. Int: Campbell, Clark, Fotuaika, McIntyre.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 1

Pos | Team

4 SOUTHS

MELBOURNE

NORTH QLD

PENRITH

PARRAMATTA

CRONULLA

WESTS TIGERS

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Eliesa Katoa (Melbourne) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Adam Elliott (Newcastle) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Jordan Rapana (Canberra) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: 3 matches
Kyle Feldt (North Queensland) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000
Briton Nikora (Cronulla) Grade 1Shoulder Charge: $3000
Braden Hamlin-Uele (Cronulla) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800
Wade Graham (Cronulla) Grade 1Reckless HT: 4 matches

Egan Butcher (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM
PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD w

3 POINTS

Chad Townsend (Cowboys), Lachlan llias (Rabbitohs), Jeremy
Marshall-King (Dolphins), AJ Brimson (Titans), Herbie Farnworth
(Broncas), Daly Cherry-Evans (Sea Eagles), Tohu Harris (Warriors),
Nick Meaney (Storm)



ROUND 2
PENRITH 16 SOUTH SYDNEY 10

The Penrith Panthers have resumed normal
transmission with a narrow 16-10 victory over the
South Sydney Rabbitohs to kick off Round 2 of the
NRL season.

Penrith got off to a hot start, limiting South Sydney
in the opening sets of the contest. Their defensive
effort was rewarded in the first five minutes of play.
It was a great kick from Nathan Cleary which was
batted back by Izack Tago, and juggled by Moses
Leota who got it onto James Fisher-Harris who
flicked it out the back to Mitch Kenny who found
Stephen Crichton who dived in the corner. Cleary's

conversion was unsuccessful, and Penrith had an
early 4-0 lead. Souths had opportunities but were
outmuscled by Penrith’s superior defence with Latrell
Mitchell taken on the last and Tom Burgess losing the
ball shy of the line. The Panthers were dealt a blow
when Mitch Kenny was wobbly following a collision
and was replaced by the independent doctor but
would return to the action. Souths were struggling
to hang on after sustained Penrith pressure. It was
a great pass from Isaah Yeo to find Luke Garner to
crash over to score, but the Bunker spoiled the party
and Mitchell's defensive efforts were rewarded. But
they wouldn't be denied right on the bell as Garner
went to offload, and it looked like the ball was lost.
Jarome Luai played to the whistle and kicked ahead.

Izack Tago won the race to the ball to score. Crichton
converted to lead 10-0 at the break, but it was a sour
lead with Cleary limping off at the break but would
return n the second half.

Penrith began the second half the same way they
attacked the first. A short kick-off backfired on Latrell
and the Panthers shot two converted tries clear
with a 12-0 lead. Five minutes later, a lovely pass
from Cleary which found Crichton who got the 2 v 1
overlap and Brian To'o scored, with Cleary missing the
kick to extend the margin to 16. Souths wouldn't die
wondering. Michael Chee Kam did well to get the pass
away to Latrell before getting it onto Cody Walker
before finding Alex Johnston to score to reduce the

margin back to 12. Mitchell's impressive streak of 26
straight conversions came to an end with the miss
from the right of the sideline. It appeared Souths
were going to fall away but the ball spilt out the back,
Cook found Walker who got it onto Johnston who
found Mitchell before finding Isaiah Tass who kicked
ahead and won the race to the foothall. Mitchell
converted for a 16-10 score and set up a grandstand
finish. Souths fell agonisingly short on the final play.
Penrith clear the cobwebs following an opening
round horror show, while Souths are set to regroup
ahead of a grudge match against the Roosters. The
game is on a sour note for Panthers fans, with one of
their own ejected following a racial slur directed at
Latrell Mitchell. A) LUCANTONIO

CRONULLA 30 PARRAMATTA 26
The Parramatta Eels are zero from two to start their
2023 NRL campaign, going down 30-26 to Cronullain
front of their home fans on Friday evening.

It was Parramatta who shot out of the blocks,
opening the scoring in just the 4th minute. A J'maine
Hopgood offload set the 4-pointer up for his prop
Reagan Campbell-Gillard, and Mitch Moses slotted
the conversion in his 200th NRL appearance to take
the score to 6-0. In just the next set, another Hopgood
offload set up an overlap on the left edge for Maika
Sivo to extend his side's lead early on. But Cronulla
worked hard to turn the momentum back in their
favour, and it paid off when Briton Nikora crossed the
stripe in the 16th minute. Stand-in halfback Braydon
Trindall popped Nikora the short ball close to the line,
and just like that it was 10-6. A few minutes later, an

error from Bailey Simonsson handed Cronulla another
attacking set, which fullback William Kennedy took
full advantage of, scoring his first of the night. After
the chaotic opening 20, both teams went back into
their shell a little. It was an error from try-scorer
Kennedy that allowed the Eels onto the attack, and
eventually it was Moses who crossed for the try in
the 34th minute. His conversion attempt from the
sideline missed, giving his team a 14-12 lead a few
minutes out from the break. But the Sharkies weren't
content with heading into the sheds just yet. Some
brilliant eyes up footy from Matt Moylan in the 37th
minute set up William Kennedy for his second try of
the night, and the Trindall conversion gave Cronulla
an 18-14 lead at the half-time siren.

It was all Parramatta to start the second half, with a
handful of six agains helping them downfield in the
opening minutes. They took full advantage in the

A4th minute through an impressive display of force
by their winger Maika Sivo, who rolled his way over
the top of Sione Katoa. Moses kicked his toughest
conversion attempt of the night to give the Eels the
lead back. The next ten minutes was all Parramatta,
with Cronulla consistently inviting them back on the
attack. Maika Sivo went heartbreakingly close to
his second try of the night, but the Sharks goal line
defence held up well to athorough Parra examination.
Their hard work in defence paid off when Ronaldo
Mulitalo plucked a pass out of the air in the 56th
minute. The chase was on, but Mitch Moses was up to
the task, reeling Mulitalo in over an 80 metre sprint.
But the Eels didn't scramble hard enough to get back
onside, and Will Kennedy strolled over on the next
play to complete his first career hat-trick in the NRL.
The subsequent conversion gave Cronulla a 24-20
lead with 20 minutes on the clock. Just two minutes
[ater, Mulitalo proved that rugby league is very much

a game of momentum, taking a stunning AFL catch
off a Moylan kick to extend his side's lead. Trindall
kept his impressive goalkicking performance going,
nailing the conversion from the sideline to bring the
Parramatta deficit into double digits. It would take
the Eels to the 73rd minute to trouble the scorekeeper
again, with another wonderful display of footy from
Jmaine Hopgood opening up the Cronulla defence for
his halfback, Mitch Moses, to take full advantage of.
Quickly converting his own try, the gap was brought
down to four points with just six minutes remaining.
Parramatta gave it their all in the final minutes,
but the Sharks managed to hold onto their narrow
lead until the final siren. The Eels will face Manly
at Brookvale on Thursday night - still trying to get
their first win on the board. Cronulla will travel to
the nation's capital to face Ricky's Raiders ina Sunday
evening clash. LACHLAN MCINTYRE

BRISBANE 28 NORTH QLD 16

Brishane has remained undefeated in 2023, following
asensational 28-16 win over the Cowboys at Suncorp
Stadium tonight.

North Queensland opened scoring following back-to-
hack penalties early in the match. It was 2022 Rookie
of the Year, Jeremiah Nanai who touched down,
running a superb line off a deft pass from halfhack
Chad Townsend. Valentine Holmes converted and it
was 6-0 after as many minutes. The Cowboys then
extended their lead after 20 minutes, when back-to-
hack penalties saw Holmes with a gift penalty goal to

extend the visitors lead to 8-0. After a mountain of
possession, the Broncos finally looked to have scored
their first try, however Reece Walsh was ruled to
have obstructed the Cowboys defenders in the lead
up. The Broncos didn't have to wait too long however,
when Adam Reynolds put a neat kick behind the line
for Kurt Capewell to score and open the home side’s
account. Reynolds converted and it was 8-6 nearing
halftime. New Broncos recruit Marty Taupau was
then penalised for a hip drop tackle right in front of
the posts. Holmes then added a second penalty goal
to extend the lead to 10-6. Brishane however hit
back on the stroke of halftime, when Walsh put his
winger Corey Oates away down the left-hand side.

The Queensland winger then kicked ahead for aflying
EzraMam who scored an electric try to give the home
side a share of the lead at the break.

Following the dramatic sequence of Drinkwater being
sent to the Sin Bin and Oates leaving the field with a
broken jaw, Walsh then came up with a classy kick
for Kotoni Staggs to score to put his side in front.
With the Cowboys a man down, Brishane hit the
accelerator with Ezra Mam scoring his second try
after that man Walsh and Jesse Arthars (on as 18th
man) combined for the Broncos number six to race
away to score and all of the sudden it was the home
side leading 20-10. With ten minutes remaining Adam

Reynolds took an easy two points to extend the lead
to twelve, when Cowboys hooker Reece Robson
was penalised for being accidently offside following
an offload from Patrick Carrigan which touched a
Cowhoys hand. North Queensland then threatened
a hoilover, when Chad Townsend produced a
marvelous grubber behind the line and the usual
suspect in Jeremiah Nanai scored his second try, for
the Cowhoys to trail by six with minutes remaining.
Brishane then brought their home fans to their feet,
when centre Herbie Farnworth made a bust and he
found Man of the Match Reece Walsh, who scored
under the posts to ice the game for the home side.
SAM BOURKE

SYDNEY 20 WARRIORS 12

Sydney Roosters picked up their first points of the
2023 season after a 20-12 win over New Zealand
Warriors in front of 16,267 fans at Sydney Football
Stadium on Saturday afternoon.

The Roosters showed in flashes the form of the side
which was tipped for big things this season. Sam
Walker led the side around well with a four-pointer
and a few try assists in a solid win for the tri colours.
It was a hot afternoon in Sydney, and the action
was fast from the start. Roosters looked to rebound

after their shock loss against the Dolphins while the
Warriors aimed to continue their strong start to the
season. The Roosters were the first side to find the
scoreboard. It was a simple exchange of passes on the
right before Jaxson Paulo dived over the corner and
Sam Walker converted to make it 6-0. A quick series
of whistles gave the Roosters the chance to extend
their lead to eight. Walker again stepped up, he
piloted through the goal for an 8-0 lead as the teams
headed for the drinks break. Warriors settled into
the game and got some field position. They strung a
lovely sequence of passes together of their own, with

Shaun Johnson sending over Wayde Egan to make it
8-6.

The second half started with a few errors from both
sides but once it got going, the Roosters struck again.
This time, Joey Manu was the architect and Paulo
collected a double. Roosters found their rhythm
and started to cut open the Warriors defense. James
Tedesco almost strode away from a Walker bust but
spilled it. Minutes later, Luke Keary sent Joseph
Suaalii through and he send Walker across for the
18-6 lead. The visitors weren't ready to have the sun

set on their chase for two points. Marata Niukore
sliced through then found forward partner Addin
Fonua-Blake to get them back within six. Once
the Warriors were back within six, they had some
chances to level up. Dylan Walker kicked one dead
and spilled the ball in good field position alongside
a grave error of no getting to the play the ball for
the Warriors. Roosters finished off the game with
another two points. An escort penalty from a possible
try-scoring position saw Walker step up, he made it
20-12 and get the Roosters their first win of the 2023
season. JUSTIN DAVIES



CANTERBURY 26 MELBOURNE 12

The Canterbury Bulldogs have left many stunned as
they have gone down to Melbourne and done what
most teams can't do and win, as they ran out 26-12
winners over the Storm after leading 26-0 at one
stage.

The Storm had the field position early but it quickly
shifted to the Bulldogs and it was their fan-favourite
rookie Jacob Preston who got over the line first
and despite a live decision of No Try from referee
Chris Butler, the bunker was quick to award the try.
Melbourne were looking to put the pressure on the
Bulldogs but couldn't and the momentum shifted off
a poor Harry Grant kick that went dead and gave
the Bulldogs a 7 tackle set. The Storm looked lost

in attack and it was a poor few minutes for Young
Tonumaipea who handed over the ball on last tackle
without an attacking yelp before being sin binned for
taking out Jake Averillo who didn't have the ball in
an attacking raid. The Bulldogs then took advantage
with two quick tries first coming through Jacob Kiraz
who scored in the corer after the Dogs were able
to exploit the numbers whilst Josh Addo-Carr added
the third when again Canterbury were able to exploit
the extra man. This time it was going from side to
side with mesmerising passing that left Melbourne
shocked as the Fox pulled off a trademark dive for
the corner.

On the stroke of half time, the Bulldogs had a Viliame
Kikau try called back when a kick through from Matt

Burton was knocked on by Josh Addo-Carr in the lead
up. Despite that overturn, the Bulldogs still had an
unexpected 16-0 lead at the break.

If Craig Bellamy wasn't happy about the first half, he
was going to be furious about the start to the second
half when Jacob Kiraz picked up his second try of the
night when the Melbourne defence looked so brittle
as Reed Mahoney fooled them by looking left before
going right and finding Kiraz. The final Bulldogs try
was even worse when Jake Averillo just had a wide
open gap to go through from dummy half and the
Bulldogs lead 26-0. At that point it looked a mere
formality but the Storm aren't ones to give up and
they didn't when Nelson Asofa-Solomona crossed
from close range to give hope. The Bulldogs seemed

to go back into their shells and some ill-discipline
gave the Storm a big chance of getting back into the
game.

The Bulldogs looked to be struggling with the
momentum shift as Jahrome Hughes was able to
get over as the Storm threw the ball around finding
cracks in the Bulldogs defence. Neither side was
then able to get on the board though the Storm were
trying to get on the board but couldn't and the 26-12
scoreline stood for the last 20 minutes of the contest.
The victory doesn't come without a potential cost
for the Bulldogs with Viliame Kikau sin binned and
placed on report for a blatant trip and could catch the
ire of the Match Review Committee.
JOSHROBERTSON

DOLPHINS 20 CANBERRA 14

The “Redcliffe” Dolphins have done something that
nobody thought they would and something that
history tells you is nearly impossible by winning their
opening two matches of their debut season but they
did just that with a 20-14 win over Canberra.

In very wet conditions, the Dolphins struggled
to adjust early and the Raiders were able to take
advantage of the errors from the home side when Jack
Wighton was able to slide through after the home
side’s defence failed to number up under pressure.
The pressure that was on the Red and Gold tonight
was mounting and the Raiders took advantage

again when the Dolphins defence struggled again to
number up and Nick Cotric was able to get over in the
wet conditions. Things looked to be going even worse
for the Dolphins when Jeremy Marshall-King was sin-
binned for a hip drop tackle though they managed to
turn momentum their way despite a Raiders penalty
goal when they finally got over just shy of half-time
when Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow scored after a Sean
0'Sullivan grubber kick couldn't be cleaned up by
Seb Kris.

Canberra had all the momentum for the opening 20
minutes of the second half with all the attacking
position and possession but it was a penalty to

the home side that changed things and helped the
Dolphins upfield. There was some controversy
over the Dolphins next try when Tom Gilbert got
over and despite looking to hold the shirt of Matt
Timoko whilst trying to get the ball, common sense
was used as Timoko was never looking to play at
the ball whilst Gilbert was trying to get to the ball.
A penalty and conversation starting sin bin against
Hudson Young for what referee Todd Smith had
deemed a professional foul after the Canberra second
rower never got to marker and was ruled to have
deliberately stopped the try. The ensuing penalty
goal put the Dolphins in front 14-12. If the Young sin
bin sparked discussion, a very contentious decision

from Todd Smith again to deem that Sean 0'Sullivan
had made late high contact when it looked as if the
penalty was milked by the Canberra player. The
Raiders levelled the scores at 14 all with both sides
downto12.

Aneerror at the back from Canberra gave the Redcliffe
side a big opportunity and it was down to Isaiya Katoa
to step up and he did as he ran to the line drawing in
the defence for the Hammer to seal the win with his
try. The victory for the Dolphins sets them in high
esteem as just the third team to win their first two
games as an expansion side since 1910 and the first
since the Storm. JOSH ROBERTSON

NEWCASTLE 14 WESTS TIGERS 12

A gallant performance against the odds has seen the
Newcastle Knights open their 2023 account following
a 1412 victory over the Wests Tigers at Leichhardt
Oval.

Losing Kalyn Ponga and Jayden Brailey to early
concussions, Tyson Frizell with a lower leg injury,
along with Jacob Saifiti being sent from the field for a
high tackle, the Knights found a way to hold on to the
delight of a small contingent of the 13,214 supporters
in attendance at Leichhardt Oval. Withstanding
the loss of Ponga after 90 seconds and a wealth of

early pressure on their defensive line, the Knights
made the most of their first attacking opportunity
with replacement playmaker Tyson Gamble and
Dane Gagai shifting the ball right to send Dominic
Young (10th minute) over for first points. Going
further ahead despite losing Brailey minutes later,
the Knights refused to wilt and were rewarded
with Gamble firing a brilliant pass to send Lachlan
Fitzgibbon (16th minute) over for a try in his 100th
game for the club. The Tigers appeared to score
through Asu Kepaoa midway through the half only for
the bunker to rule an obstruction, while fan favourite
Alex Twal was cruelly denied his maiden try in first
grade due to desperate defence from Tyson Frizell.

The Knights were forced to play the final ten minutes
of the first half a man down after Young tackled
Brent Naden off the ball; the Tigers were finally able
to capitalise with Kepaoa (34th minute) sending the
home side to the sheds trailing 10-6.

Losing Frizell to a lower leg injury shortly after
halftime, the Knights withstood pressure on their
goal line after a 40/20 from Luke Brooks and grew
in confidence following a superb tackle from Leo
Thompson which forced a turnover. Striking a crucial
blow on the hour mark after sustained pressure on
their opponents line, the Knights replicated the right
side shift of their first try to send Young (61t minute)

over for his second try. Reduced to 12 men for the
final 15 minutes after Jacob Saifiti was sent off for
a high tackle on Jake Simpkin, the Tigers opted not
to kick a penalty goal which would have narrowed
the margin to a converted try. The Tigers set up a
grandstand finish with Stefano Utoikamanu (79th
minute) crashing over despite doubts over a double
movement, however the Knights would not be denied
with Brooks unable to execute a two-point field goal
on the final play of the game. In addition to posting
consecutive wins at Leichhardt Oval for the first time
in a quarter of a century, the Knights retained the
Allan McMahon Shield with the 14-12 victory.

ROB CROSBY

STGEQ ILLA 32 GOLD COAST 18

The St. George Illawarra Dragons have emphatically
defeated the Gold Coast Titans to begin their season
with a 32-18 victory at Kogarah this evening.

The 14-point triumph for the predicted wooden
spooners has surprised many pundits and fans as
they clicked into gear after the opening 30 minutes
of the game.

The travelling Titans opened with two tries to
Alofiana Khan-Pereira and Sam Verrills in the first 20

minutes and looked set to continue on and win their
second game of the season. However, this wasn't to
he as the Dragons started to use the ball well and put
their mark on the game. The turning point came when
Isaac Liu illegally stripped a Dragons player in the
tackle which gave the Dragons the penalty and a free
march up the field. They scored their first just after
and didn't take their foot of the gas.

That first try was scored by Jacob Liddle in his club
debut and Mikaele Ravalawa grabbed one just before
the half time break to give the Dragons the lead. It
was an exciting finish to a fairly interesting half of

foothall and it looked set to continue like that in the
second half. The Dragons had other ideas.

The home side, playing in their first game of the
season kicked off the second half as they left the
first with a try to Tyrell Sloan early on thanks to some
great halfback play from World Cup winner Ben Hunt.
The momentum was all with the Dragons and the
Titans' ill-discipline continued to keep them out of
the game. The Dragons extended their lead with two
penalty goals, keeping the scoreboard ticking over as
they enjoyed the majority of the possession. In the
first 20 minutes of the second half, the home side had

75 per cent of the ball compared to the 25 per cent
for the Titans, and the Dragons made them pay. Blake
Lawrie got on the board in the 66th and the game was
effectively done.

Tino Faasuamaleaui grabbed a consolation try for
the Titans in the 70th minute but it was too little too
[ate as the Titans head back home to the Gold Coast
suffering their first loss of the season as the Dragons
celebrate a great start to their 2023 campaign.
LACHY MACCORQUODALE



ROUND 2 RESULTS

PENRITH 16 (S. Crichton, |. Tago, B. To'o tries; N. Cleary, S. Crichton
goals) DEFEATED SOUTHS 10 (A. Johnston, |. Tass tries; L. Mitchell
goal) AT BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 9th March. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Penrith 10-0.
Penalties: Penrith 7-4. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 16,906.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, Too; Luai, Cleary
(C); Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Garner, Martin, Yeo. Int: Luke,
Eisenhuth, Leniu, Salmon.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Thompson; Walker,
Ilias; Moale, Cook, Burgess, Koloamatangi, Chee-Kam, Murray (C).
Int: Suluka-Fifita, Taaffe, Cartwright, Mitchell.

CRONULLA 30 (W. Kennedy 3, R. Mulitalo, B. Nikora tries; B.
Trindall 5 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 26 (M. Moses 2, M. Sivo
2, R. Campbell-Gillard tries; M. Moses 3 goals) AT COMMBANK
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 10th March. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 18-14.
Penalties: 4-all. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 16,663.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Blake, Simonsson;
Brown, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hodgson, Paulo (C), Cartwright,
Doorey, Hopgood. Int: Momoisea, Murchie, Greig, Makatoa.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Trindall; Rudolf, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane
(C). Int: McInnes, Hunt, Kaufusi.

BRISBANE 28 (E. Mam 2, K. Capewell, K. Staggs, R. Walsh tries;
A. Reynolds 4 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 16 (). Nanai 2 tries; V.
Holmes 4 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 10th March. Kickoff: 7:00 PM. Halftime: 10-all. Penalties:
8-all. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 43,162.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Oates, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Jensen, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Palasia, Flegler, Taupau, Arthars.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Cotter, Hess, Nanai, Taumalolo (C).
Int: Granville, Neame, Taunoa-Brown, Tamou, Elliot.

SYDNEY 20 (). Paulo 2, S. Walker tries; S. Walker 4 goals)
DEFEATED WARRIORS 12 (W. Egan, A. Fonua-Blake tries; S.
Johnson 2 goals) AT ALLIANZ STADIUM.

Date; Sat, T1th March. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Sydney 8-6.
Penalties: Sydney 8-5. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 16,267.
SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Suaali'i, Manu, Paulo; Keary,
Walker; Collins, Smith, Baker, Butcher, Butcher, Whyte. Int;
Turpin, Hutchison, May, Thomas.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Kosi, Wiliame, Pompey, Montoya;
Martin, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Barnett, Ford, Niukore,
Harris (C). Int: Walker, Afoa, Curran, Ale.

DOLPHINS 20 (H. Tabuai-Fidow 2, T. Gilbert tries; ). Isaako 4 goals)
DEFEATED CANBERRA 14 (N. Cotric, ). Wighton tries; ). Fogarty 3
goals) AT KAYO STADIUM.

Date: Sat, T1th March. Kickoff: 4:30 PM. Halftime: Canberra 12-6.
Penalties: Dolphins 8-6. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 10,023.
DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Niu; Katoa,
0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Wallace, Kaufusi,
Bromwich, Gilbert. Int: Lemuelu, Nicholls, Teague, Donoghoe.
CANBERRA: Kris, Cotric, Timoko, Smith-Shields, Hopoate;
Wighton, Fogarty; Saulo, Levi, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C),
Harawira-Naera. Int: Starling, Mariota, Horsburgh, Guler.

CANTERBURY 26 (). Kiraz 2, ). Addo-Carr, ). Averillo, J. Preston
tries; M. Burton 3 goals) DEFEATED MELBOURNE 12 (N. Asofa-
Solomona, ). Hughes tries; N. Meaney 2 goals) AT AAMI PARK.
Date: Sat, 11th March. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Canterbury 16-
0. Penalties: Canterbury 8-6. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 17,248.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Tonumaipea, Anderson;
Wishart, Hughes; Asofa-Solomona, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero,
Katoa, King. Int: Garlick, MacDonald, Grant, Bradley.
CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Burton (C), Flanagan; King, Mahoney, Sutton, Kikau, Faitala-
Mariner, Preston. Int; Brown, Waddell, Pele, Okunbor.

NEWCASTLE 14 (D. Young 2, L. Fitzgibhon tries; ). Hastings goal)
DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 12 (A. Kepaoa, S. Utoikamanu tries; A.
Doueihi 2 goals) AT LEICHHARDT OVAL.

Date: Sun, 12th March. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Newcastle
10-6. Penalties: Wests Tigers 10-4. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd:
13,214,

WESTS TIGERS: Laurie, Nofoaluma, Naden, Talau, Staines;
Doueihi, Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali’,
Kepaoa, Ofahengaue. Int: Simpkin, Seyfarth, Twal, Tumeth.
NEWCASTLE: Miller, Hunt, Gagai, Best, Young; Ponga (C),
Hastings; Saifiti, Brailey, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Johns. Int:
Saifiti, Crossland, Hetherington, Gamble.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 32 (B. Hunt, B. Lawrie, J. Liddle, M.
Ravalawa, T. Sloan tries; Z. Lomax 6 goals) DEFEATED GOLD
COAST 18 (T. Fa'asuamaleaui, A. Khan-Pereira, S. Verrills tries; T.
Boyd 3 goals) ATNETSTRATA JUBILEE STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 12th March. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: St George
IIlawarra 16-12. Penalties: St George Illawarra 8-7. Referee: Chris
Sutton. Crowd: 8,538.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Sullivan, Hunt (C); Molo, Mbye, Lawrie, Murdoch-Masila, Su’A,
Bird. Int: Liddle, Musgrove, Couchman, Kerr.

GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Schoupp, Sami, Fifita;
Foran, Boyd; Clark, Verrills, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson,
Liu. Int: Campbell, Fotuaika, McIntyre, Randall.
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Maika Sivo (Parramatta) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000

Peta Hiku (North Qld) Grade 2 Crusher Tackle: 2 matches

Scott Drinkwater (North Qld) Grade 3 Shoulder Charge: 3 matches
Joseph Suaalii (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Jeremy Marshall-King (Dolphins) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 2
matches

Tom Gilbert (Dolphins) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Viliame Kikau (Canterbury) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (tripping):
$3000

Jacob Saifiti (Newcastle) Grade 3 Reckless High Tackle: 5 matches
Jackson Hastings (Newcastle) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1800
Isaiah Papali'i (Wests Tigers) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD m

4 POINTS

Herbie Farnworth (Broncos), J maine Hopgood (Eels)

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

3 POINTS

Chad Townsend (Cowboys), Sam Walker (Roosters), Reece Walsh
(Broncos), Jeremy Marshall-King (Dolphins), AJ Brimson (Titans),
Isaah Yeo (Panthers), Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow (Dolphins), Lachlan
Ilias (Rabbitohs), Daly Cherry-Evans (Sea Eagles), Nick Meaney
(Storm), Ben Hunt (Dragons), Tyson Gamble (Knights), Tohu Harris
(Warriors), Jacob Kiraz (Bulldogs)



Manly have opened their season being undefeated
after three rounds for the first time since 2007,
despite a determined Eels side that engaged in a
flurry of point scoring in the final ten minutes of the
game - finishing 34-30 winners at Brookvale.

With 10 minutes remaining in the game, Manly held a
narrow 22-16 lead in what had been, up to that point,
areasonably strong performance from both outfits
defensively. But then a switch flicked and everything
went haywire. Josh Schuster placed a shallow

homb towards the Eels posts and found Haumole
Olakau‘atu who caught the ball cleanly before falling
over the line for a try. Reuben Garrick converted and
Manly lead 28-16 with 8 minutes remaining.

Maika Sivo capped a nice left side movement

with a try in the corner which Mitch Moses failed
to convert. The Eels trailed by 8 with 6 minutes
remaining. Parramatta refused to go away,
employing some second phase play in the middle of
the field, and after 3 offloads, the ball finally made
it to Josh Hodgson, who dummied, shaped to kick
and then dashed through a yawning gap to race

A0 metres to score. Moses converted to reduce
Manly’s lead to 2 points with 3 minutes remaining.
From the restart, ) maine Hopgood tried to con
tinue the second phase play, but his pushed offload
was intercepted by Olakau'atu who ran 25 metres
to score. Garrick added the extras and extended
Manly's lead to 34-26 with just under 3 minutes
remaining. From the ensuing set, Parramatta
marched downfield and on their last tackle, sent Sivo

in for his second try in the space of just four minutes.

Moses again failed to convert. Manly then settled
down with 90 seconds on the clock and held on for a
tight 4 point victory.

Earlier in the match, Manly got off to a great start
with an 8th minute try to Garrick to bulldozed his
way through Clint Gutherson. Garrick converted his
try and then kicked a penalty goal 11 minutes later.
Tom Trbojevic playing like his older brother, stormed
onto a short ball from the dummy half after a strong
Schuster run on the previous tackle, and barged

his way over to score a strong try. Garrick again
converted. Five minutes before halftime, Gutherson
got his side on the board when he swept around

the back on the left side, threw several dummies
before slicing through the edge defence to score a
good solo try. Moses converted. Parramatta scored

again less then 3 minutes later when Matt Doorey
barged onto a crash ball and smashed his way over
the line. Moses was unable to add the extras. At
halftime, Manly's 14-0 lead had been whittled down
to 14-10. Parramatta continued where they left off
when play resumed when Gutherson shrugged out
of a tackle and then ran through the vacant space in
front of him to score another good solo try. Moses
converted from in front to give the Eels a 16-14 lead
after 45 minutes. Manly hit back two quickfire tries
in4 minutes, first to Tom Trbojevic who pounced
onacrafty little chip by Schuster and then by Brad
Parker who dived on aloose ball in the Parramatta
in-goal to score a well-deserved try in his 100th NRL
game. Garrick failed to convert both tris..
ANDREW FERGUSON

The Dolphins continue their strong start to life in the
NRL with a 36-20 win over the Newcastle Knights on
Friday night at Hunter Stadium.

There will be phins up all across Redcliffe tonight, as
the Dolphins made it three from three in their debut
season after a Tesi Nui hat-trick inspired them to
two points over a gallant Newcastle Knights side in
the Hunter.

Coming off their big wins in Queensland, this was
the Dolphins first expedition away from their pod.
It got off to a fantastic start when they stripped the
numbers on the left which left easy passage for Niu

to cross for 6-0. Knights were coming off their own
inspirational win against the Tigers in Leichhardt
and struck back. It came from the boot with the
halves linking up. Jackson Hastings found a free
roaming Tyson Gamble to touch down. Dolphins took
hack their advantage in style with a pair of scores.
Interchange hooker Kodi Nikorima spotted a small
gap in the defense to scoot over then it was another
slick play to Niu which made it 16-6. Newcastle
hadn't lost their home opener since 2014 and showed
some resillience late in the first half. Lachlan Miller
sliced through the gap, linked up with Lachlan
Fitzgibbon who turned it back to the fullback to get
the hosts within four.

Coming out of the break, Knights felt just fine and
took the lead! Smart thinking from Bradman Best
after he caught the ball in goal, he gave it to the
speedster Miller who raced away make it 18-16. Like
they have in the first fortnight, Dolphins dug deep
and scored in bunches again. Tabuai-Fidow strode
away from the defense from a lovely Connolley
Lemuelu ball which was tapped right into the
fullbacks path. Next, it was Niu completing his
hat-trick with a simple finish. It came from an error
from Dom Young which saw the Dolphins go short
side and the former Bronco dived over to put them
ahead by eight points. There was some life left in
the Knights especially after Felise Kaufusi was sin
binned for a late shot on Hastings. Miller took the

complementary two points which brought it back

to a single score the difference and a grandstand
finish. espite being reduced to twelve, the Dolphins
extended their advantage. They once again found
numbers on the right side which saw Jamayne Isaako
provide a classic finish in the corner for 30-20.
Isaako then added some icing on the cake for the
Dolphins third win. It was a kick from Isaiya Katoa
which found the winger in space and he celebrated a
double in the dying stages with another inswinging
conversion. For the Knights, they were just too error
prone against a solid Dolphins side and couldn't

take advantage of the extra man late in the contest.
The visitors continue to enjoy their time in the top
division with another two points. JUSTIN DAVIES

The Sydney Roosters have defeated their bitter rivals
South Sydney by 20-18 in front of a sell-out crowd at
Allianz Stadium tonight.

Another chapter to the ‘Book of Feuds’ was added
late in the game, when Roosters centre Joey Manu
was sent to the Sin Bin for a reckless tackle.
Following a heated melee from both sides, Rabbitohs
backrower Michael Chee Kam also joined him for
being third man in and looked to deliver a sneaky jab
to the Roosters centre’s eye.

[t was the Bunnies who fired the first shot, when

explosive hackrower Keaon Koloamatangi crashed
over for the first try collecting a neat flat pass

off Lachlan llias close to the line. Latrell Mitchell
converted, and it was 6-0. He was billed as the big
game player pre-match, and Latrell Mitchell proved it
once again when the Kangaroos star threw a superb
cut out ball for Alex Johnston to race away to score
down the left edge. Mitchell missed the conversion,
but the Rabbitohs had flown out of the blocks to lead
10-0 after less than fifteen minutes. South Sydney
continued to dominate the tempo of the match in the
first half, with Cody Walker's kicking game on point
as he earned three repeat sets in quick succession.

It wasn't until five minutes before halftime, when

Brandon Smith made a big statement for his new
team from the bench. The nuggety hooker took a
dart out of dummy half and sliced through to score
and swing the momentum. Sam Walker missed the
conversion, but the Roosters felt pretty good only
being down by six points despite having limited
possession. The Roosters then made it back-to-hack
tries, as Luke Keary placed a superb chip kick for
aflying Daniel Tupou to score. Walker converted
the try to make it 10 all nearing the break. In the
[ast play of a phrenetic first half, the Roosters were
penalised in front of the posts, when Sam Walker
was ruled offside. Mitchell took to gift two points on
offer to give his side a 12-10 lead at halftime.

The match continued to see-saw in the second

half until Roosters hit the lead, after Jaxson Paulo
scoring a double to extend the Rabbitohs lead to
20-12 with twelve minutes left on the clock. Drama
ensued late with both Manu and Chee-Kam sent

to the Sin Bin late, before Souths winger lzaac
Thompson caused a major boil over, when he scored
alate try off a neat pass from Campbell Graham to
give Souths a heartheat. With seconds on the clock,
Mitchell attempted an ambitious two point field goal,
however unfortunately for South Sydney it fell short,
and the Roosters held on for a deserved victory in
front of their delirious fans. SAM BOURKE

Gold Coast Titans took the points 38-34in a open
game of foothall against the Melbourne Storm at
Robina on Saturday afternoon.

It was a warm afternoon on the Gold Coast and the
action matched the temperature in the first half.
Both teams came with an intention of playing some
footy which was wonderful to watch. The Titans, like
they did last week in Kogarah, started fast. It was
abreak from their own end which involved Brian
Kelly and A) Brimson before youngster Alofiana
Khan-Pereira dived over.

The Storm hit back through the man making his
debut for the club today. Five-eighth Jonah Pezet

with the show-and-go to race away for his first
four-pointer in the NRL to make it 8-6. Straight
from the drinks break, Titans made their lead six.
Kieran Foran showed off his skillset with a cut-out
pass which left Khan-Pereira one-on-one with a
defender and left them clutching air and gave the
winger a double. Foran went from the penthouse
to the outhouse in one play, dropping the kick-off.

It gave the Storm room for Nick Meany to roll over
foratry and his conversion levelled things up at
12-all. Storm hit the lead for the first time right on
the half hour mark. Interchange forward Tarig Sims,
almost on his first touch, sliced through the defence
and made it 18-12 to the visitors. You couldn't keep
Meaney out of the scoring today. Storm found their

rhythm and were finding holes in the Titans defense
which isn't the most robust. He tackled himself from
the line break then backed up well and nudged over
for 24-12. Titans brought the deficit back to six just
before the break. Brimson punched a kick low which
allowed Kelly to wait for the bounce and score a vital
four-pointer to set up the second half.

The hosts got the perfect start to the second half. A
good hit from Tino Fa'asuamaleaui forced it free and
JoVuna had a saloon passage to the line to level the
game up again. It felt like deja vu as the Titans led
again. Jahrome Hughes spilled the ball on the attack,
it fell right into the lap of Aaron Schoupp who had
no one in front of him for 30-24. Much like the first

half, Titans strode out to an eight point advantage
after a ate hit on Tanah Boyd. The halfback stepped
up again, piloted through the conversion and made it
32-24. Defense was optional in the sun today. Storm
refused to go away and marched down the field

with a pair of penalties that led to Jahrome Hughes
finding a gap close to the posts to make the margin
four. AJ Brimson produced some magic to salt the
game away for the Titans. He rose highest for a kick,
flung it behind him and Schoupp was able to clean
up and make it 38-34. There was some late drama
when Xavier Coates got the Storm within four again.
He was able to touch down a Harry Grant kick just
inside the deadball line to give us a big finish.
JUSTIN DAVIES



The New Zealand Warriors have pulled off their first
winin Townsville in five years with a very impressive
26-12 victory over a very poor and lacklustre North
Queensland Cowboys outfit in Townsville.

One of the biggest tests for the Cowboys was the
loss of three key players through suspension though
things looked ok early for the North Queenslanders
when replacement fullback Tomas Chester got on
the board first. It came via some luck when Chad
Townsend's kick ricocheted off the upright and
couldn't be cleaned up by Wayde Egan and the
Cowhoys fullback got there first. The Warriors hit

hack soon after when Wayde Egan was able to keep
the ball and ball carrying arm off the ground to get
over the line and score under the posts which gave
Shaun Johnson an easy shot at goal. Tom Chester's
influence on the game continued when he timed his
run perfectly to tap the ball backwards to Reece
Robson who was able to get over the line and score
almost untouched. The Cowboys looked to gain an
upper-hand on the contest but it was the Warriors
who were able to hit back just shy of the half hour
mark when Marcelo Montoya got space on the
outside of the Cowboys defence to score in the
corner. The Warriors then continued their dominance
when it was Jazz Tevaga who got over through some

excellent work from Shaun Johnson to draw in

the defence before finding Dylan Walker who had
great timing on the pass to find Jazz Tevaga who
scored. Shaun Johnson converted in front to give the
Warriors a 16-12 lead which they took into the break.

The second half needed to see the Cowboys click for
their fans but they couldn't as their first attacking
set ended poorly as the Warriors were able to take
advantage. It was the impact of Shaun Johnson
again who was able to draw in defenders before he
found Adam Pompey who pulled in the defence and
found an offload out to Ed Kosi who scored. Shaun
Johnson got his laughs over the crowd as he slotted

the conversion from out wide. The Warriors again
exploited the edge defence of the Cowhoys this time
down the left when a short-side play found Marcelo
Montoya with a hint of space and the superman
dive saw him get down in the corner to extend the
New Zealander's lead out to 14. Shaun Johnson
couldn't replicate his heroics from the other side of
the field and convert. Although they couldn't add

to the scoreboard, the effort of the Warriors had to
be admired with the professionalism of their play
and they were able to deny the Cowboys at every
opportunity including stopping Gehmaat Shibasaki
who's poor day saw him go on report twice and lose
the ball trying to score. JOSH ROBERTSON

Brishane have scored 34 points to 2 in just over
40 minutes - 22 of those coming in the final nine
minutes, to belt a Dragons side that struggled to
keep up as the match wore on, 40-18 at Suncorp
Stadium tonight.

The Broncos dominated possession in the opening 5
mins, but it was the Dragons who opened the scoring
when they went to the shortside on the left where
Zac Lomax received a pass where he was clearly
outnumbered, but somehow drew two defenders
before getting a pass to Mathew Feagai who got 1

on 1with Jesse Arthars where the Dragons winger
won the battle, scoring in the corner. Lomax failed to
convert. Brishane very nearly equalised in the 10th
minute when an Adam Reynolds kick downtown was
allowed to hounce. Selwyn Cobho flew down, tapped
the ball over Tyrell Sloan, regathered and then

offloaded back inside to Mam who looked to score

- but the Bunker disallowed the try due to the tap
on. The Broncos finally got on the board in the 19th
minute when a Reynolds grubber was regathered

by Kotoni Staggs who spun out of the tackle and fell
over the line to score. Reynolds converted from out
wide. In the 27th minute the Dragons reclaimed the
lead when they sent the ball right where the defence
met Jayden SuA as he received a pass, but he got
alovely ball out the back to Tyrell Sloan sweeping
around and he sliced through the edge defence to
score. Lomax converted from out wide. Lomax had
an opportunity to further extend the lead in the
32nd minute but he failed to kick a penalty goal.
Jayden Sullivan drifted to the left and then somehow
stumbled through a feeble tackle effort before
strolling in for a soft try in the 35th minute. Lomax
added the extras to give his side a 10 point lead.
Right on the stroke of halftime, Reynolds nailed a 2
point field goal to reduce the Dragons lead to 16-8

at halftime.

The Broncos started the second half with real intent.
In the 44th minute, Cory Paix score a trademark
rake try, diving over from dummy half. Reynolds
converted and then 5 minutes later, he put ina
cheeky grubber that popped up late for Staggs,

who remarkably regathered and performs a mid-air
somersault to get the ball down just inside the
dead-ball line for a brilliant try. Reynolds failed to
convert. A Lomax penalty goal in the 58th minute
levelled the scores. In the 62nd minute, a powerful
run and line break by Mikaele Ravalawa saw the
Dragons get inside the Broncos half after 1tackle. On
the next play, Ben Hunt kicked down to the Broncos
right corner where Lomax regathered but his hand
touched the sideline inside the Broncos ingoal as he
grounded the ball, denying him a try. With the game
in the balance, it was the Broncos who scored next
in the 71st minute when Reynolds shaped to kick but

then linked out wide on his right with Reece Walsh,
who got outside his man before turning Cobbo back
inside, who broke out of a tackle and raced over

to score. Reynolds converted to give the Broncos a
24-18 lead with 7 minutes remaining. In the very next
set the Broncos scored again when Patrick Carrigan
got a glorious around-the-corner offload to the flying
Walsh, who raced 30 metres to score out wide on the
|eft. Reynolds conversion from out wide was poor.
Inthe very next set the Broncos scored again when
Payne Haas got a brilliant offload to Kurt Capewell
who turns the ball inside to the unmarked Ezra Mam,
who strolled over to score. Reynolds again converts.
The scoring didn't end there. At the end of the very
next set they scored again when Staggs gets outside
his man, runs down the right wing before flinging a
pass infield where Walsh cleans it up, steps inside
the sole defender and dives over to score. Reynolds
converted to give the Broncos an impressive victory.
ANDREW FERGUSON

The Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs have recorded
arare victory at Belmore after accounting for the
Wests Tigers 26-22 on Sunday afternoon.

Recording only their third victory from 11
appearances at their spiritual home ground in
close to a decade, the Bulldogs were given an
almighty fright during the closing stages after

the Tigers conjured three tries in the space of six
minutes to turn a one-sided affair into a nail-biting
finish. Showing their intentions to move the ball
around during the opening stages, a left-side shift

from the blue and whites saw Hayze Perham (5th
minute) benefit from a brilliant display of power
and footwork from Viliame Kikau, who offloaded

to his fullback in support for first points. Growing
in confidence in front of a hyper partisan crowd

of 16,404 supporters, rookie centre Paul Alamoti
intercepted a pass ten metres out from his goal line
before linking with Josh Addo-Carr (14th minute) to
take the side's advantage out to two converted tries.
The Tigers were left to lament a missed opportunity
after club debutant John Bateman failed to ground
the ball over the line, however the disappointment
was short-lived as Brent Naden (22nd minute)
snatched an intercept before streaking 80 metres

to score underneath the posts. Replicating the
partnership that yielded results earlier in the half,
Alamoti and Addo-Carr (28th minute) combined for
another long-range effort that saw The Foxx snare
his second try of the day. A penalty goal from Kyle
Flanagan on halftime saw the Bulldogs take a 20-6
ead at the change of ends.

Capitalising on a Tigers reshuffle midway through
the second half, which saw former Canterbury
playmaker Brandon Wakeham come on for his club
debut, co-captain Matt Burton (54th minute) burst
through the middle of the field to give the home side
a 20-point lead. Conjuring a minor comeback with

Wakeham heavily involved in back-to-back tries,
Luke Brooks (66th minute) crossed out wide before
Fonua Pole (69th minute) scored his first try in the
top grade. Adding a further try to send a chill down
the spine of the Belmore faithful, Brooks broke
through the Bulldogs defence with a dummy and
found Charlie Staines (70th minute) in support to
narrow the margin to four points. The Bulldogs were
unable to ice the result despite near misses from
Jake Averillo and Corey Waddell, however the Tigers
[ate flurry proved too little too late as the blue and
whites held on for a 26-22 victory. ROB CROSBY

The Canberra Raiders have notched up their first

win of 2023, getting out to a hefty second half lead
before surviving a [ate comeback attempt to beat the
Cronulla Sharks 24 point to 20.

The home side were on the back foot from the
beginning, losing hooker Danny Levi to a suspected
broken jaw in the opening minutes, meaning Tom
Starling would take on an increased role. The
Raiders’ problems compounded when the Sharks
took full advantage of a Fogarty grubber that went
dead. Ronaldo Mulitalo had half and inch and was
able to get past James Schiller and set up his fullback
Will Kennedy under the posts. The Raiders were
able to use a Toby Rudolf error in his own half to
their advantage, dominating field position with a

strong defensive set that allowed them to start in
enemy territory. They were able to hit back, with
Wighton throwing a great right to left cutout pass
to Albert Hopoate, who finished well in the corner.
Fogarty nailed the sideline conversion to tie things
up at 6-apiece. Both teams then engaged in an arm
wrestle, with Briton Nikora producing a huge hit to
jar the ball loose from Fogarty and stop a Canberra
attacking raid in its tracks. It wasn't long before the
Raiders were back in the red zone, this time due to
a penalty for high contact from Mclnnes. This time,
they capitalised, with Corey Horsburgh crashing
over the line courtesy of some great deceptive work
from Tom Starling out of dummy half. The Sharks hit
right back however, marching down the field with
ease and putting Will Kennedy in prime position to
grubber for Mulitalo, who grounded the ball in the
corner. Trindall missed the conversion, meaning the

score remained 12-10 to the Raiders at the break.

Cronulla started the second half on the front foot,
receiving a penalty on play number 1. The advantage
was short lived though, they would soon give away
an obstruction penalty while in possession. The
Raiders would then receive another penalty and set
restart, and they took full advantage, with Timoko
receiving early ball and embarrassing Matt Moylan
to cross for his first try of the season. Fogarty’s
conversion made it an 8-point ball game. The Sharks
could not get out of their own way, making back to
back mistakes while coming out of their own end.
They would not be let off the hook, with the Raiders
making a line break and using the momentum to put
Corey Horsburgh over for his second of the night,
and all of a sudden the lead was 14. To add insult to
injury for the Sharks, Royce Hunt was sent to the sin

bin for throwing a punch in backplay. Cronulla were
not going to lie down though. Off a penalty and set
restart, they forced a mistake from James Schiller
and promptly took advantage, shifting the ball right
for Jesse Ramien to slice through and score. The
Sharks ended up not conceding any points during
Hunt's stint on the sidelines, and it looked like they
were finishing the stronger of the two teams when
Trindall threw a short ball to put Nikora over for a
try. The score was 24-20 to the hosts with just over
6 minutes to go, a grandstand finish waiting in the
wings. The Sharks would end up in a scenario where
they had about one minute and twenty seconds to
20 90 metres and score, but it wasn't to be, with
Hudson Young cleaning up a last ditch grubber effort
from Trindall, the Raiders holding on to win by 4.
ADAM HUXTABLE



ROUND 3 RESULTS

MANLY 34 (H. Olakau'atu 2, T. Trbojevic 2, R. Garrick, B. Parker
tries; R. Garrick 5 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 30 (C.
Gutherson 2, M. Sivo 2, M. Doorey, J. Hodgson tries; M. Moses 3
goals) AT 4 PINES PARK.

Date: Thu, 16th March. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Manly 14-10.
Penalties: 7-all. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 13,363.

MANLY: Trbojevic, Tuipulotu, Parker, Koula, Garrick; Schuster,
Cherry-Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Trbojevic, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi,
Aloiai. Int: Weekes, Trbojevic, Bullemor, Keppie.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Blake, Simonsson;
Brown, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hodgson, Paulo (C), Cartwright,
Doorey, Hopgood. Int: Momoisea, Murchie, Greig, Makatoa.

DOLPHINS 36 (T. Niu 3, ). Isaako 2, K. Nikorima, H. Tabuai-Fidow
tries; . Isaako 4 goals) DEFEATED NEWCASTLE 20 (L. Miller 2, T.
Gamble tries; ). Hastings 3, L. Miller goals) AT MCDONALD JONES
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 17th March. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Dolphins 16-12.
Penalties: Newcastle 7-5. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 20,093.
NEWCASTLE: Miller, Hunt, Gagai (C), Best, Young; Gamble,
Hastings (C); Saifiti, Crossland, Hetherington, Jones, Fitzgibbon,
Thompson. Int: Rivett, Croker, Lucas, Cant.

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Niu; Katoa,
0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Donoghoe, Lemuelu, Kaufusi,
Bromwich, Gilbert. Int: Nikorima, Nicholls, Stone, Teague.

SYDNEY 20 (J. Paulo 2, B. Smith, D. Tupou tries; S. Walker 2
goals) DEFEATED SOUTHS 18 (A. Johnston, K. Koloamatangi, I.
Thompson tries; L. Mitchell 3 goals) AT ALLIANZ STADIUM.
Date: Fri, 17th March. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Souths 12-10.
Penalties: Sydney 5-4. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 36,639.
SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Suaali'i, Manu, Paulo; Keary,
Walker; Baker, Turpin, Collins, Butcher, Butcher, Radley. Int:
Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Hutchison, May.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Thompson; Walker,
Ilias; Tatola, Cook, Sele, Koloamatangi, Chee-Kam, Murray (C). Int:
Burgess, Moale, Mitchell, Cartwright.

GOLD COAST 38 (A. Khan-Pereira 2, A. Schoupp 2, B. Kelly, ). Vuna
tries; T. Boyd 7 goals) DEFEATED MELBOURNE 34 (N. Meaney 2,
X. Coates, ). Hughes, J. Pezet, T. Sims tries; N. Meaney 5 goals) AT
CBUS SUPER STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 18th March. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Melbourne
24-18. Penalties: Gold Coast 8-5. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd:
14,483.

GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami;
Foran, Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita,
Stimson, Liu. Int: Campbell, Clark, Vuna, Fa'asuamaleaui.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Pezet,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Wishart, MacDonald, Sims, Garlick.

WARRIORS 26 (M. Montoya 2, W. Egan, E. Kosi, . Tevaga tries; S.
Johnson 3 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 12 (T. Chester, R. Robson
tries; V. Holmes 2 goals) AT QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK
STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 18th March. Kickoff: 4:30 PM. Halftime: Warriors 16-12.

Penalties: North QLD 7-4. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 17,818.
NORTH QLD: Chester, Feldt, Holmes, Shibasaki, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Cotter, Hess, Nanai, Taumalolo
(C). Int: Granville, Neame, Taunoa-Brown, Luki.

WARRIORS: Tuaupiki, Kosi, Vailea, Pompey, Montoya; Martin,
Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Afoa, Barnett, Niukore, Harris (C).
Int: Walker, Sironen, Ale, Tevaga.

BRISBANE 40 (K. Staggs 2, R. Walsh 2, S. Cobho, E. Mam, C. Paix
tries; A. Reynolds 5 goals; A. Reynolds field goal (2pt)) DEFEATED
STGEORGE ILLAWARRA 18 (M. Feagai, T. Sloan, . Sullivan tries;
Z.Lomax 3 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 18th March. Kickoff: 6:35 PM. Halftime: St George
IIlawarra 16-8. Penalties: Brishane 6-5. Referee: Peter Gough.
Crowd: 26,612.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Jensen, Paix, Palasia, Taupau.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Sullivan, Hunt (C); Molo, Mbye, Lawrie, Murdoch-Masila, Su,
Bird. Int: Liddle, Musgrove, Kerr, Molo.

CANTERBURY 26 (). Addo-Carr 2, M. Burton, H. Perham tries; K.
Flanagan 5 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 22 (L. Brooks, B.
Naden, F. Pole, C. Staines tries; A. Doueihi 3 goals) AT BELMORE
SPORTS GROUND.

Date: Sun, 19th March. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Canterbury
20-6. Penalties: 7-all. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 16,404,
CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Burton (C), Flanagan; King, Mahoney, Sutton, Kikau, Preston,
Faitala-Mariner. Int: Waddell, Brown, Tanner.

WESTS TIGERS: Staines, Nofoaluma, Naden, To'a, Tupou; Doueihi,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Kepaoa, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Blore, Wakeham, Twal, Ofahengaue.

CANBERRA 24 (C. Horsburgh 2, A. Hopoate, M. Timoko tries;

J. Fogarty 4 goals) DEFEATED CRONULLA 20 (W. Kennedy, R.
Mulitalo, B. Nikora, ). Ramien tries; B. Trindall 2 goals) AT GIO
STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 19th March. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: Canberra
12-10. Penalties: 6-all. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 14,134.
CANBERRA: Kris, Schiller, Timoko, Smith-Shields, Hopoate;
Wighton, Fogarty; Guler, Levi, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C),
Harawira-Naera. Int: Saulo, Starling, Mooney, Horsburgh.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Trindall; Rudolf, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane
(C). Int: Mclnnes, Hunt, Kaufusi, Williams.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 3

Pos | Team

GOLD COAST

CANTERBURY

10| SOUTHS

CRONULLA

NEWCASTLE

PARRAMATTA

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Mitch Moses (Parramatta) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct; $750
Maika Sivo (Parramatta) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct: $1800
Taniela Paseka (Manly) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1000
Josh Aloiai (Manly) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $1500

Reagan Campbell-Gillard (Parramatta) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $3000
Felise Kaufusi (Dolphins) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 4 matches
Dylan Lucas (Newcastle) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $1500

Joey Manu (Sydney) Grade 2 Careless High Tackle: 1 match
Fletcher Baker (Sydney) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: not guilty
Michael Chee Kam (Souths) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct: $1000
Cody Walker (Souths) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct; $1000

David Fifita (Gold Coast) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Jahrome Hughes (Melbourne) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 2 matches
Justin Olam (Melbourne) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $750
Tino Fa'asuamaleaui (Gold Coast) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $1500
Marata Niukore (Warriors) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact : $1000
Jeremiah Nanai (North Qld) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Te Maire Martin (Warriors) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $750
Tom Starling (Canberra) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
6 POINTS
A) Brimson (Titans)

5POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos)

4 POINTS
Herbie Farnworth (Broncos), Jacob Kiraz (Bulldogs), J maine
Hopgood (Eels), Nick Meaney (Storm)



ROUND 4

PARRAMATTA 17 PENRITH 16

The 2022 NRL Grand Final rematch took place on
Thursday night and produced a stunning contest that
went into Golden Point before a Mitch Moses field
goal handed the Eels a hard fought first victory for
2023.

The match began being fought predominantly through
the middle and it wasn't until the 14th minute that the
scoreboard attendant was required to do some work.
Parramatta shifted the ball left to Dylan Brown who
putinagrubber behind the Panthers line where Bryce
Cartwright following through regathered and scored
a clever try. Mitch Moses converted. Across the next
15 minutes, the Eels dominated both possession

and field position, but the Panthers defence were
equal to the task, none moreso than fullback Dylan
Edwards, who diffused a number of clever attacking
kicks from Moses, as did fellow Panthers winger
Sunia Turuva. After Izack Tago tapped one of Moses'
grubbers dead, Nathan Cleary attempted a short drop
out, but it didn't travel the minimum 10 metres. Mitch
Moses then landed a penalty goal to give his side an
8-0 lead. A rare attacking set by the Panthers began
on halfway when Isaah Yeo stepped back off his left
foot, straightened his run and then broke through
the Eels middle defence, offloaded to Scott Sorenson
who then passed back inside to Edwards in support,
who ran 30 metres to score under the posts. Cleary
converted. This try spurred the Panthers attack and
defence and the momentum started to finally swing

their way to end the half. A high tackle allowed
Nathan Cleary to level the scores with a penalty goal
right on halftime.

The second half started much the same like the
first, with points being hard to come by as both
sides struggled to get the upper hand, but it was
the Panthers who were the stronger. But in the 58th
minute Parramatta sent the ball right with players
standing in tackles and getting passes away before
debutant Brendan Hands got the ball in space and
he raced 30 metres to score a good team try. Moses
again converted. 7 minutes later, Moses Leota was
penalised for a late challenge on Moses after he
kicked and Moses kicked another penalty goal. The
Panthers reduced the margin to just 2 points in the

72nd minute when Cleary, on the last tackle, dished
a short ball to the lead runner Zac Hosking, who
pushed through the line and scored under the posts.
Cleary converted. With just 30 seconds left in the
game Junior Paulo was sin binned for a high tackle,
40 metres from the Panthers line. Cleary kicked for
touch and the Panthers started their set 10m inside
the Eels half, with just 12 seconds left in the game.
From the tap, the ball went to Cleary who landed an
astonishing 45 metre, 2 point field goal to level the
scores again as the half ends, sending the game into
golden point. Inside the first minute of golden point,
Mitch Kenny was penalised and sin binned for a high
tackle and in the ensuing set, Parramatta went deep
into the Panthers half where Moses calmly potted the
match winning field goal. ANDREW FERGUSON

MELBOURNE 24 WESTS TIGERS 12
Melbourne Storm returned to the winners circle
tonight to defeat the Wests Tigers 24-12 at AAMI
Park.

The return of star five-eighth Cameron Munster was
key for the home team, who never trailed after going
ahead from an early Nick Meaney penalty goal in the
sixth minute. Will Warbrick opened the tryscoring
for the evening near the quarter-mark of the game,
taking advantage of a solid breakaway down the

Storm’s right edge to open his NRL account after
transferring from rugby over a year ago.

Jonah Pezet - stepping into the halves with Jahrome
Hughes' suspension looming large - stepped up again
after helping set up Warbrick’s try, finding 50-gamer
Eliesa Katoa in support who in turn supplied Nick
Meaney the Storm's second four-pointer of the
contest. Melbourne led 12-0 and were looking
comfortable. The Tigers did manage to strike back
at the 30-minute mark, John Bateman getting past
several defenders before Isaiah Papali'i put Asu

Kepaoa over, and the Doueihi conversion narrowed
the gap back to six points.

The Storm put the foot down though, and dashed
the visitors” hopes not long after. Olam pounced on
abounce back from Xavier Coates who'd successfully
contested a Munster high-ball. Munster got one of his
own just before the break, fooling the defenders to
cross himself and a 22-6 halftime lead ensued.

It was a quiet start to the second half, but eventually
the Wests Tigers made hay while the sun shone at the

55yh minute, Koroisau grubbering for himself and
scoring, reducing the margin to ten points following
Doueihi's conversion.

The only remaining score of the night came from Nick
Meaney's hoot, a penalty goal 14 minutes before the
end of the contest and Melbourne then hung on for
a 12-point victory, propelling them - for now - back
into the top eight and leaving the Tigers as the only
winless club in the 2023 premiership. TIM COSTELLO

BRISBANE 18 DOLPHINS 12

It was a win for big brother, as the Broncos defeated
the Dolphins by 18-12 in a thrilling Battle of Brishane
derby in front of 51,047 fans at Suncorp Stadium
tonight.

The city of Brishane had been waiting for this moment
for a long time and a vocal crowd welcomed both
sides to the Cauldron. It was Broncos winger Jesse
Arthars who scored the first try, after he latched onto
the end of aslick backline play involving Reece Walsh
and Herbie Farnworth. Adam Reynolds missed from
the touchline and it was 4-0 early lead to Brishane.

Brishane continued to dominate possession in the
first half, but multiple handling errors cost them from
extending their lead before halftime. The Dolphins
also had their chances and went with in a whisker
of evening up the game when winger Jamayne Isaako
just couldn't get the ball grounded inside the corner
post just before the break.

Brishane struck first in the second half, when winger
Selwyn Cobbo scored in the corner following a
sublime cut-out ball from Reece Walsh. Reynolds
again missed the conversion from out wide and
Brishane led 8-0. The Phins needed some luck and
they received some off a hizarre error from Brishane

winger Cobbo, who initially baulked at catching a
kick on the last, with the Queensland winger then
soccering the ball into touch like he was avoiding a
corner. That was the chance the home side needed,
when unlikely hero Jarrod Wallace scored off a
crash ball close to the line, carrying three Broncos
defenders over with him. Isaako converted to narrow
the lead to 8-6 Cobho then looked to have redeemed
himself moments later, when he leapt over the
tryline, only for Dolphins front rower Mark Nicholls
managing to strip the ball at the last moment to
save a certain try. Redcliffe then brought the sold-
out crowd to their feet, when Anthony Milford put
in a neat kick on the last for Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow

who came from the clouds to get the ball down and
give his side the lead for the first time in the match.
Broncos skipper Adam Reynolds then put Kurt
Capewell into a huge gap and the backrower charged
towards the corner to score a superb try and lock up
the scores. Reynolds then nailed the conversion to
give his side a 14-12 lead with ten minutes remaining.
Kotoni Staggs then sealed victory for the Broncos
when he picked up a kick in his own in goal and raced
past four Dolphins defenders and go the length of the
field to score a superh try and claim Suncorp Stadium
as the Broncos and hand the Phins their first defeat.
SAM BOURKE

NORTH QLD 24 GOLD COAST 12

The North Queensland Cowboys have returned to the
winners circle with a tough 24-12 victory over a brave
Gold Coast Titans side in Townsville.

The Gold Coast opened the scoring early as David
Fifita showed his class getting on the outside of the
defence and drawing in the defence before getting a
pass out to Alofiana Khan-Pereira to score out in the
corner. The Titans extended their lead after Tanah
Boyd added a penalty goal to push the lead out to 8-0.
Disaster was striking for the Titans as they lost both

Kieran Foran and A) Brimson to injuries within quick
succession that put pressure on the Gold Coast. The
Cowhoys attack was putting consistent pressure on
the Titans defence who were holding it out and the
North Queenslanders were denied by the bunker
twice. Just shy of the half time siren, Jeremiah Nanai
got over after the pressure mounted on the Titans
and some good work drew the defence in and put the
Cowboys over.

Trailing by two points, the North Queenslanders had
momentum and it was James Tamou turning back the

clock when he was able to get the defence in two
minds as he changed the direction of the attack and
he was able to stroll through. Val Holmes converted
from close range and the Cowhoys hit the lead. The
pressure was then on the Cowboys defence but one
play by Val Holmes took the ball out of the air and
raced 100m away to score and extend the lead out
to 24-12. David Fifita was causing issues for the
Cowboys defence alongside Alofiana Khan-Pereira
and the pair combined again when Fifita again drew
defence in and found the Titans flyer to score in the
corner. The Titans had gained momentum and it grew

when Jeremiah Nanai was sin binned for a dangerous
throw tackle but the Gold Coast were never able to
take full advantage despite the field position with
some messy play. It was messy play that gave the
Cowhoys their final match deciding try when a loose
offload bounced off Tom Chester’s head then his foot
causing chaos at the back for the Titans who couldn't
clean up the ball and Chester was just able to get to
the ball first for a try. The conversion pushed the lead
out to 12 and it was unassailiable late for the Gold
Coast.

JOSHROBERTSON



SOUTH SYDNEY 13 MANLY 12

A Lachlan llias field goal in golden point has secured
amuch needed victory on an emotional night for the
South Sydney club, as they honoured iconic club
legend John Sattler, who passed away during the
week.

Souths opened the scoring in the 23rd minute in
remarkable fashion when Cody Walker chased a kick
that Tom Trhojevic followed and was allowing to roll
dead, but just before it did, Walker got a finger on the
hall just in time before the ball went dead and scored

an amazing try. Latrell Mitchell converted. Manly hit
back just 2 minutes later when Daly Cherry-Evans
put up a shallow cross-field kick which Haumole
Olakau'atu caught brilliantly with one hand before
falling over the line to score a great try. Reuben
Garrick converted to level the scores. Manly looked
to have added another good try just 2 minutes later,
but only for the referee to controversially rule that
one of the passes in the lead-up was forward. Things
briefly got heated just 3 minutes before halftime, but
everything was quickly settled and play resumed.
Souths went on the attack in the final minute of the
half before Cherry-Evans rushed up out of the line and

took a perfectly timed intercept on halfway and then
raced all the way to score a good try. Garrick again
converted. At halftime Manly lead 12-6.

Manly came out looking the better of the two sides
but they were soon put on the backfoot when Cody
Waler sliced through the defensive line on the left
side and muscled his way over the line to score a
strong solo try. Mitchell very narrowly missed the
sideline conversion. Mitchell though kicked a penalty
goal in the 66th minute to level the scores. From this
pint on both sides were defensively brilliant, but
their attack, outside of their forwards who were

tremendous, failed to produce repeat sets or points.
In the 78th minute Latrell Mitchell had a shot at field
goal but it was a poor strike and missed. Cherry-
Evans then had a shot with 3 seconds remaining in
the game but Damien Cook charged it down. Souths
kicked off in golden point and on the third tackle, Josh
Aloiai dropped a pass deep inside the Manly half. A
poor pass to Mitchell on the third tackle meant he had
to ahort his field goal attempt. Two passes later, he
was set for a shot, but the ball went to Lachlan llias
who struck his kick sweetly and nailed the match
winner in the 82nd minute.

ANDREW FERGUSON

WARRIORS 16 CANTERBURY 14

The New Zealand Warriors have fought back from
multiple 8-point deficits to outlast the Canterbury-
Bankstown Bulldogs, winning 16 points to 14 in a
hard fought encounter in Auckland.

It was the dream start for the Bulldogs, who after
seeing off the opening set from the Warriors were
marched upfield courtesy of a penalty and didn't put
the early attacking opportunity to waste, spreading
the ball right to Averillo who did well to bump off a
Warriors defender and flick it out to Kiraz, who went
over the first try. The strong start continued for the
visitors, getting another penalty in good attacking
position that prompted the Warriors into wasting
their challenge. They took the gift two points on offer
and had an 8-0 lead after 8 minutes. From there it

was all the Warriors, who themselves got a flurry of
penalties and set restarts to find themselves in good
attacking position, but the Bulldogs did well to repel
the initial attacking raids, and were on the verge of
breaking the game open when Reed Mahoney kicked
asuperh 40/20. It wasn't to be though, with Edward
Kosi taking a spectacular intercept that involved him
tipping the ball up into the air and catching it. Their
strong defensive pressure forced a forward pass from
the Bulldogs, and they weren't to be denied this time.
Shaun Johnson played nice and direct from the scrum
win and sent a rampaging Viliami Vailea over the line
to score. The score was 8-6, and both teams trading
errors in the final 10 minutes of the first half meant it
would remain that way at the break.

The tone was set for the second half quite early on,
with Adam Pompey appearing to score a try on the
Warriors first opportunity. The ball came out and he
regathered it, and it was controversially deemed not
to be astrip, a call which proved consequential on the
very next play, with Addo-Carr getting on the outside
of Kosi and going the length to make it an 8-point lead
once again. The chaos continued, with Addo-Carr
trying to avoid conceding a dropout by passing in his
own in goal. It almost ended in disaster, but Jackson
Ford dropped the ball, bombing a certain try. A few
minutes later, the Warriors would finally get over,
finding an overlap and sending Marcelo Montoya
over in the corner. Johnson missed the kick, keeping
it 14-10 to the Dogs. The Warriors defence was tested
multiple times in the second half, but as has been the
case so far in 2023 they held firm every time. They
forced Reed Mahoney into a grubber that ended up

going dead, and would score off the resultant 7 tackle
set, Shaun Johnson dummying his way over the line.
The try also had a touch of controversy about it, with
Addin Fonua-Blake appearing to deny Reed Mahoney
achance to make a play at Johnson. It was confirmed
by the bunker though and the Warriors had their
first lead of the match. The Bulldogs would get a
penalty on their next possession and would launch
an attacking raid on the Warriors, but once again
they showed how much their defence has improved,
turning Canterbury away for 12 straight plays. Time
was running out for the Dogs, and it showed when
Burton tried an early tackle kick in his own half
that didn't come off. The Warriors would hold on for
an impressive win from there, improving to 3-1 and
keeping their spot in the top four.

ADAM HUXTABLE

NEWCASTLE 24 CANBERRA 14

The Newcastle Knights have produced a rapid fire
start to the second half to beat the Canberra Raiders
24 points to 14 at McDonald Jones Stadium on Sunday.

Despite the final result, the game didn't start well for
the Knights, making an error in the 3rd minute that
gave Canberra a golden opportunity to strike first.
They did exactly that, late inclusion Matt Frawley
throwing a peach of a pass to Hudson Young, who
touched down under the posts. The Knights were
there to play though, and off the back of a set restart

they hit right back. They had an overlap on the right
and were able to spread the ball to Greg Marzhew in
plenty of space, the winger scoring a try in his club
debut. Matt Frawley dropped the ball on the Raiders
next possession, and another set restart for the
Knights allowed them to get Bradman Best one on
one with Matt Timoko, Best the one coming out on
top and giving Newcastle their first lead of the day.
The Raiders were quick to respond. Jayden Brailey
made a terrible error out of dummy half and just as
Josh Papali'i was about to come on, Jack Wighton
sliced right past Daniel Saifiti to give the Raiders the
lead once more. Right on the stroke of half time, Matt

Frawley slotted a two point field goal to make it a 6
point buffer for the visitors at the break.

The Knights appeared to be the only team to come
out to play in the second half, and it was made clear
from the outset. The Raiders immediately gave away
a penalty, and in their first set in good ball of the
half Tyson Gamble threw a brilliant cutout pass to
put Marzhew over for his second of the day. Miller
converted, erasing the Raiders lead. Newcastle
then went the length of the field in the set after
points, Hetherington running onto an inside ball
and breaking tackles while the Raiders defensive

line struggled to recover. Dane Gagai got some early
ball and dived over in the corner, and just like that a
Raiders 6 point lead had become a Knights 6 point
lead in 8 minutes. The horror period continued for
the Raiders, Jack Wighton heading to the sin bin for
making late and high contact with Jackson Hastings
after a kick. The Knights took immediate advantage,
this time it was Tyson Frizell crashing over for a four
pointer. That was all the scoring there was for the
game, the Raiders having countless opportunities but
finding no way through the brick wall that was the
Newcastle defence. ADAM HUXTABLE

CRONULLA40STGEOILLAS

Cronulla Sharks took bragging rights in the local
derby with a 40-8 win over a disgraceful St George
Illawarra Dragons side in front of 15,126 fans at
Kogarah Oval on Sunday night.

Nicho Hynes stamped his return game with authority.
The halfback had a hand in a majority of the Sharks
seven tries and the reigning Dally M medalist
helped turn around an inconsistent Sharks side and
decimate their local rivals. A bumper crowd rolled up
to Kogarah, as the two rivals locked horns. The start

was typically intense and both sides didn't give an
inch. Sharks opened the scoring with Hynes sublime
pass sending Ronaldo Mulitalo free then a kick inside
for William Kennedy made it 6-0. Dragons showed
some fight through their skipper. Ben Hunt with
the dummy to beat his opposite number and get the
Dragons on the board. The host took the lead soon
after when Jaydn Su'A sliced through for an 8-6 lead.
On the half-hour mark the Sharks retook their lead. A
high kick was spilled back to the visitors then Jesse
Ramien and Sione Katoa exchanged passes for the
former to make it 12-8 at half-time.

Coming out the break, Sharks felt just fine. They
piled on 28 points in a one-sided affair which gave
them bragging rights over their rivals. It started in
the first minute when Dragons knocked on and quick
hands from the Sharks saw Mulitalo dive over. Hynes
showed all the aspects of his game in the drubbing
with a sublime short pass which sent Briton Nikora,
who was playing his first game of the season, over
right under the sticks as the vocal cords warmed up.
Once again, the halfhack was involved in the action.
He kicked ahead, regathered and then sent it left for
Mulitalo to make it a double. Next, Ramien got into
the double act when he was the end of a long range

move to make it 32-8. Dragons were diabolical in the
second half which saw them fumble and bumble the
hall at every opportunity. They let their frustration
get to them with five-eighth Jayden Sullivan put on
report twice and the whistle given a heavy workout
with infringements. The Sharks put the icing on the
victory cake late in the contest. Hynes again had his
hands all over the work and he sent the Sharks other
winger Katoa over in the right corner to make it 38-8
then Siosifa Talakai punted over a late penalty goal to
make it 40. JUSTIN DAVIES



ROUND 4 RESULTS

PARRAMATTA 17 (B. Cartwright, B. Hands tries; M. Moses 4
goals; M. Moses field goal) DEFEATED PENRITH 16 (D. Edwards,
Z. Hosking tries; N. Cleary 3 goals; N. Cleary field goal (2pt)) AT
COMMBANK STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 23rd March. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: 8-all. Penalties:
Parramatta 7-6. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 16,342.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Blake, Simonsson;
Brown, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hodgson, Paulo (C), Cartwright,
Matterson, Hopgood. Int: Doorey, Hands, Greig, Makatoa.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary (C);
Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Garner, Hosking, Yeo (C). Int: Luke,
Sorensen, Leniu, Salmon.

MELBOURNE 24 (N. Meaney, C. Munster, J. Olam, W. Warbrick
tries; N. Meaney 4 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 12 (A.
Kepaoa, A. Koroisau tries; A. Doueihi 2 goals) AT AAMI PARK.
Date: Fri, 24th March. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 22-6.
Penalties: Melbourne 7-6. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 11,669.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Pezet; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Wishart, MacDonald, Sims, Garlick.

WESTS TIGERS: Doueihi, Staines, Naden, Kepaoa, Tupou;
Wakeham, Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali’,
Bateman, Pole. Int: Laurie, Twal, Blore, Seyfarth.

BRISBANE 18 (). Arthars, K. Capewell, S. Cobbo, K. Staggs tries;
A. Reynolds goal) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 12 (H. Tabuai-Fidow, ).
Wallace tries; ). Isaako 2 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 24th March. Kickoff: 7:00 PM. Halftime: Brishane 4-0.
Penalties: Brishane 5-4. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 51,047,
DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Niu; Milford,
0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Teague, Faamausili, Bromwich,
Lemuelu, Gilbert. Int: Nikorima, Wallace, Nicholls, Stone.
BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Palasia, Jensen, Taupau.

NORTH QLD 24 (T. Chester, V. Holmes, J. Nanai, J. Tamou tries; V.
Holmes 4 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 12 (A. Khan-Pereira
2 tries; T. Boyd 2 goals) AT QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK
STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 25th March. Kickoff: 4:30 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 8-6.
Penalties: Gold Coast 8-6. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 16,426.
NORTH QLD: Chester, Feldt, Holmes, Shibasaki, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Neame, Hess, Nanai, Taumalolo
(C). Int: Granville, Luki, Taunoa-Brown, Tamou.

GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson, Liu.
Int: Campbell, Vuna, Clark, Fa'asuamaleaui.

SOUTHS 13 (C. Walker 2 tries; L. Mitchell 2 goals; L. Ilias field goal)
DEFEATED MANLY 12 (D. Cherry-Evans, H. Olakauatu tries; R.
Garrick 2 goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 25th March. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Manly 12-6.
Penalties: Manly 7-4. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 18,379.
SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Thompson; Walker,
Ilias; Chee-Kam, Cook, Burgess, Koloamatangi, Host, Murray (C).
Int: Suluka-Fifita, Moale, Cartwright, Lovett.

MANLY: Trhojevic, Tuipulotu, Parker, Koula, Garrick; Schuster,
Cherry-Evans (C); Paseka, Lawton, Trbojevic, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi,
Aloiai. Int: Weekes, Trbojevic, Bullemor, Keppie.

WARRIORS 16 (S. Johnson, M. Montoya, V. Vailea tries; S. Johnson
2 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 14 (). Addo-Carr, ). Kiraz tries;
M. Burton 3 goals) aT MT SMART STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 26th March. Kickoff: 4:00 PM. Halftime: Canterbury
8-6. Penalties: Warriors 5-3. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 18,595.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Kosi, Vailea, Pompey, Montoya;
Martin, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Lussick, Afoa, Ford, Niukore, Harris
(C). Int: Walker, Sironen, Tevaga, Ale.

CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Burton (C), Flanagan; King, Mahoney, Sutton, Kikau, Preston,
Faitala-Mariner. Int: Okunbor, Waddell, Tanner, Brown.

NEWCASTLE 24 (G. Marzhew 2, B. Best, T. Frizell, D. Gagai tries;
L. Miller 2 goals) DEFEATED CANBERRA 14 (. Wighton, H. Young
tries; C. Harawira-Naera 2 goals; M. Frawley field goal (2pt)) AT
MCDONALD JONES STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 26th March. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Canberra 14-8.
Penalties: Newcastle 4-3. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 15,106.
NEWCASTLE: Miller, Hunt, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Brailey (C), Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Mann.
Int: Jones, Crossland, Hetherington, Croker.

CANBERRA: Kris, Schiller, Timoko, Smith-Shields, Hopoate;
Wighton, Frawley; Guler, Starling, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C),
Harawira-Naera. Int: Papalii, Woolford, Saulo, Horshurgh.

CRONULLA 40 (R. Mulitalo 2, J. Ramien 2, S. Katoa, W. Kennedy, B.
Nikora tries; N. Hynes 5, . Talakai goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE
ILLAWARRA 8 (B. Hunt, ). Su'A tries) AT NETSTRATA JUBILEE
STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 26th March. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 12-8.
Penalties: Cronulla 8-3. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 15,126.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Sullivan, Hunt (C); Molo, Mbye, Lawrie, Murdoch-Masila, Su’A,
Musgrove. Int: Bird, Liddle, Couchman, Kerr.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes; Rudolf, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane (C).
Int: McInnes, Hunt, Kaufusi, Williams.
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Eliesa Katoa (Melbourne) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Junior Paulo (Parramatta) Grade 2 Careless High Tackle: 2 matches
Maika Sivo (Parramatta) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Mitch Kenny (Penrith) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1800
Jeremiah Nanai (North Qld) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: 2 matches
Valentine Holmes (North Qld) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $1500
Jed Cartwright (Souths) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $750

Jack Wighton (Canberra) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 2 matches
Jack Wighton (Canberra) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1800
Jayden Sullivan (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $1000
Jayden Sullivan (St Geo llla) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD m

6 POINTS

Shaun Johnson (Warriors), Herbie Farnworth (Broncos), Payne
Haas (Broncos), AJ Brimson (Titans)

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

5POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos)

4 POINTS

Isaah Yeo (Panthers), Daly Cherry-Evans (Sea Eagles), Hamiso
Tabuai-Fidow (Dolphins), Nick Meaney (Storm), Jacob Kiraz
(Bulldogs), J'maine Hopgood (Eels), Dylan Edwards (Panthers)



Despite losing James Tedesco to a concussion, the
Sydney Roosters have cruised to a third straight
victory, downing the Parramatta Eels 28-20 at Allianz
Stadium.

It was a frantic start at Moore Park, and it was the
Roosters who had all of the early running. Following a
break from Lindsay Collins, Will Penisini was judged
to be deliberately offside and sent for astint in the sin
bin. The Eels were nearly made to pay immediately
when Luke Keary exposed the short right edge and
finds Daniel Tupou who sprinted 25 metres before
finding Joseph Suaalii before passing to Egan Butcher.
However, the Bunker ruined celebrations when they

determined Luke Keary to obstruct Bailey Simonsson.
Parramatta quickly got another penalty which
allowed Mitch Moses to take a cheap penalty goal
to give the Eels a 2-0 lead. However, it wasn't long
before the Tri-Colours got their try. Joseph Suaalii
broke through before finding James Tedesco. Off the
ensuing play, Luke Keary linked up with Sam Walker
who got a magical cut-out ball to Jaxson Paulo before
flicking it onto Drew Hutchison to score the first try.
Walker's conversion gave them a 6-2 lead. Parramatta
hung on for dear life with several try-savers denying
the Roosters points. The game changed 15 minutes
before half-time when James Tedesco was concussed
out of the game following a horror high shot from
Simonsson. The winger somehow avoided being
dismissed for the game but was also dispatched to
the sin-bin. Daniel Tupou got another try closer to

Anthony Minichellos all-time record of 139 tries
when he crossed six minutes later. Parramatta tried
to rally back before the break but made the mistake
of giving the Roosters a seven-tackle set before the
break. Brandon Smith exposed the markers before
finding Sam Walker who drew and passed to Luke
Keary for his first of 2023 to give the Roosters a 16-2
half-time advantage.

Parramatta hit back straight after the break with a
run of consecutive sets after half-time. They were
able to cross when Penisini got a magic offload
away to Clint Gutherson and the 14-point advantage
was cut down to 8. However, the Eels discipline
got away from them conceding 4 set restarts in the
space of 4 minutes and eventually was made to pay.
A lovely set play saw Suaalii combine with Jaxson

Paulo who continued his try-scoring run to extend
the margin back to 12 points. After a sloppy period
of play, the Roosters got beyond two converted tries
when Walker added a penalty goal to extend the
margin to 14. The match was sealed eight minutes
from time when Tupou went on a mega kick return
before linking up with Keary who got his second.
Parramatta managed to grab two consolation tries
when Gutherson and Maika Sivo but it was in vain
as the Roosters were able to easily get the victory.
The Roosters will most likely be missing Tedesco but
will be pleased with the way Suaalii adapted at the
hack, however, Joey Manu returns and is likely to play
in the 1 jumper. For the Eels, they again need to re-
evaluate their defensive scheme, they've got 11 days
to do it before the match with the Tigers on Easter
Monday. AJ LUCANTONIO

It has taken them a while to get going but the Penrith
Panthers sounded a premiership warning on Friday,
running over the top of the Canberra Raiders 5312 at
GI0 Stadium.

There was drama early in Friday night's game as
Penrith was placed under immediate pressure after
Cleary had his first kick of the game charged down by
Zac Woolford. It gifted Canberraa full set on Penrith's
line and with a chance to set the tone early but, as
would become a theme throughout the first half, the
Raiders barely threatened in the red zone. It was
actually off a scrum near halfway that Canberra had
its first genuine try-scoring opportunity, with Seb
Kris finding a hole after poor defence from Stephen
Crichton. He then tried to find speedster Albert
Hopoate in support but the winger put the ball down,
with the Panthers surviving a close call. It proved a
crucial missed opportunity as Cleary, unfazed by the
charge down, went back to the boot minutes later

and this time his kick sat up perfectly for centre
Tago. Tago then found winger Turuva in support for
the opening try of the game, with Cleary then adding
the extras to make it 6-0 after seven minutes. The
execution wasn't always perfect for the defending
premiers though and some physicality from Canberra
saw the home side repel Penrith after multiple sets
defending its own line. In fact, the Panthers’ second
try of the night came in unconventional fashion -
going through 10 sets of hands before Turuva put in
a grubber and pounced to push the lead out to 12-0.
There was some adversity to come for Penrith though
as repeated infringements saw Crichton binned
after the centre was penalised for being offside off
a scrum. Again, Canberra’s attack inside Penrith’s
20-metre zone left a lot to be desired but a smart kick
from Woolford brought points as Elliott Whitehead
dived on the ball to score. The Raiders almost made it
two tries in a row as they went back to the left edge,
with Hopoate burning the Panthers with his pace and
kicking inside. Halfback Jamal Fogarty was chasing in
support and had possession of the ball, only to lose

it in a desperate tackle from Tago. In the end despite
threatening late the Raiders would head into halftime
with just the one try while a late Cleary field goal
pushed Penrith’s lead out to 13-6.

The Panthers were gifted an immediate chance to
extend that lead when Jordan Rapana was unable to
defuse the kick-off. But as has been the case through
the opening rounds of the season, Penrith was a
shadow of its clinical former self as Tago dropped
the ball. Tago would make up for it soon after though.
A penalty saw the Panthers march up the field and
then go back to the left edge, with Cleary putting
Scott Sorensen through a hole as Tago backed up in
support. It was a quick double for Tago as a series of
sets inside Canberra’s red zone eventually told, with
the Raiders’ right edge opening up with ease for the
Panthers centre to surge through. Cleary missed
his first conversion of the night, leaving the score
at 23-6 after 50 minutes. Suddenly the floodgates
opened as the Panthers went back-to-back, riding
the momentum of a charging run from Brian To to

kick off the set after points. Raiders fullback Kris
then bizarrely watched on as Lindsay Smith chased
through to take possession and offload for Cleary to
score. Canberra needed something fast and found it
in the form of an uncharacteristic error from Panthers
fullback Dylan Edwards, who failed to defuse a
Hudson Young kick. Young himself was then on the
spot to pick up the ball and score, giving the Raiders
a glimmer of hope heading into the final 20 minutes.
That hope quickly faded though when Rapana handed
possession right back to Penrith off the restart and
Edwards made up for his error as he put Zac Hosking
over for a try. Tyrone Peachey then celebrated his
Penrith return with a try in his first game for the
club since 2018, embarrassing some meek Canberra
defence in the 72nd minute. Some silky skills from
Crichton and a storming run by Jaeman Salmon saw
the Panthers score two more before fulltime as the
visitors brought up the half-century in an emphatic
win. ANDREW JACKSON

Melbourne’s stingy defence was at it's usual best as
they heat Souths, who were sloppy far too often with
ball in hand.

Souths had the lions share of prime field position and
sooften they had a larger volume of possession inside
their oppositions 30 metres, yet could only muster 2
tries for the game. The Storm opened the scoring in
the seventh minute when Jonah Pezet put up a kick
before the two Souths backs collided mid-air, one of
which was due to a collision with Cameron Munster.

Josh King swooped in, cleaned up the loose ball and
dived over to score. Nick Meaney converted from
out wide. The Rabbitohs immediately hit back when
Cameron Murray got the ball at the line, got his way
through the line and then offloaded to an unmarked
Cody Walker who hit the pass at speed and raced
away to score a good try. Latrell Mitchell converted.
Harry Grant had a possible try denied by the bunker
in the 16th minute, but five minutes later, the Storm
would not be denied when William Warbrick got one-
on-one with Alex Johnson and just ploughed through
him to score in the right corner. Meaney added the
extras from the sideline.

At halftime, the Storm lead 12-6.

Melbourne started the second half looking dead keen
to score plenty of points, with Munster spearheading
the attack. In the 44th minute, Xavier Coates was
put into space down the left side, he got into the
clear, and as he approached Mitchell, he kicked low
infield where Munster got a perfect bounce, which
he gathered and then raced away to score a great try.
Meaney again added the extras. Reimis Smith went
close to scoring in the 57th minute, but it was Souths
who got on the board next when Mitchell help up a
beautiful pass for Camphell Graham and the Bunnies

centre barged over between two edge defenders.
Mitchell failed to convert from the sideline. The
Bunker was then put to good use as it reviewed
3 possible tries to Souths and 1 to the Storm, all of
which were rightly denied. Souths had a mountain
of possession and play was largely confined to
Melbourne’s half, but Souths last tackle options
all game were sloppy, poorly executed or just very
slow and easily shut down. Melbourne’s defence was
unreletenting and kept Souths from scoring again and
when the siren sounded, the Storm had won 18-10.
ANDREW FERGUSON

Manly and Newcastle have played out a tantalising
32-all draw in Mudgee this afternoon, after an
absorbing Golden Point period produced no points.

Signs were ominous early in Mudgee, with the Sea
Eagles shooting out to a 10-0 lead in as many minutes,
Haumole Olakau'atu and Christian Tuipulotu catching
the Newcastle defence short. The Knights eventually
had some attacking footy and put it to good use, with
Leo Thompson coming within touching distance of a
try, which was then referred to the Bunker and saw
Olakau'atu sin-binned for a professional foul, the

opening tryscorer of the game having held Thompson
back in the chase for the ball. With a one-man
advantage, Newcastle turned on the flair with tries
to Greg Marzhew and Jack Johns levelling things up
at 10-all after 20 minutes. It looked like things had
turned sour again for Newcastle not long after when
Lachlan Fitzgibbon was given a 10-minute spell for
high contact, but his teammates were having none
of it, Dom Young scoring to put the visitors into the
lead for the first time in the contest. The sides traded
tries over the following ten minutes - Brad Parker
taking advantage of space on the left to level things
for Manly, then Young bagged his second of the
afternoon at the 33-minute mark to reclaim the lead

for the Knights.

After points came at a breakneck speed in the first
half, it was much slower going in the second half.
Young picked up his hat-trick try, pushing the visiting
side out to a 12-point lead approaching the hour mark.
Manly weren't done though - three tries in the space
of ten minutes saw them go from 12 points behind to
four points ahead. Kelma Tuilagi taking advantage
of some poor Newcastle right-side defence for the
first of them, before Kaeo Weekes ducked through
a gap in the middle to level things - then with ten
to go, Reuben Garrick went over in the corer for a
32-28 lead. Manly looked confident to hold that lead

until Weekes conceded a penalty and from that set,
just 2 minutes from the end of regulation time, Dom
Young picked up his fourth try of the afternoon. With
scores locked at 32-all after 80 minutes, golden point
was next. For Manly it would be the second time in
as many weeks, while Newcastle's long record in
golden point games stood against them. The first five
minutes saw - incredibly - no field goal attempts. Both
teams opted for high kicks or, in the case of the final
moment hefore changing ends, running it. Attempts
came thick and fast in the following five minutes but
neither side could pierce the posts or the line, sharing
the spoils 32-all. TIM COSTELLO



The second half yips are gone for the St George
IIawarra Dragons for at least this week, as they ran
out 38-12 winners over an injury-hit Dolphins side in
Wollongong.

An early penalty goal was what the Dolphins were
hoping would add to the scores but from long
distance, Jamayne Isaako had it waved away but it
wasn't long before the Dolphins winger was on the
hoard when he had no space to work with when he
went for the line trying to get it down in the corner.

The Dragons hit back soon after when repeated sets
began to mount and Jacob Liddle took advantage out
of dummy half to get over from close range. The Red
V" soon took the lead when big man Blake Lawrie
had too much strength going to the line to beat the
Dolphins defence to score. A strange decision to go
for penalty goal just hefore half time for the visitors
closed the scoreline to 12-8.

It was one-way traffic for the second half with the Red
V' doing something that their opposition couldn't,
take advantage of the howling southerly in the Gong.

The Dragons opened the scoring not long after the
resumption of play when a bouncing ball proved all
sorts of issues for Hamiso Taubai-Fidow at the back
and Zac Lomax got to it first to score. The defence
from the Dolphins was struggling and Ben Hunt
strolled through a wide gap in the defence after the
visitors were in two minds about what the Dragons
were looking to do in attack and Hunt went straight
through. More Hunt magic put Mikaele Ravalawa over
for his first with a long pass out to the right before
his second came through some silky hands with Ben
Hunt and Jack Bird combining. The Dragons lead 32-6

at this stage. Despite having a player sin binned in
between the two Ravalawa tries, the Dolphins turned
on the style and flair when Jamayne Isaako was able
to get on the outside of the Dragons defence and put
on the afterburners before finding the Hammer who
had too much speed to get himself over in the corner.

The Dragons finished the scoring with under 5
minutes to go when Tyrell Sloan was in open
space after an offload and despite some tough and
desperate defence Sloan was able to plant the ball
down. JOSH ROBERTSON

Brishane have very nearly racked up 50 against a
Wests Tigers side that looks to be getting further
away from improving every week.

The Broncos were impressive in their unrelenting
attack all game, and even though they racked up
46 points, they let several opportunities go begging
through either poor handling or pushed passes,
meaning they've still got room for improvement,
which is scary for the other 16 NRL sides. In the
ninth minute the scoring began when the Broncos,
despite some rushed and slightly panicky passing
to flat footed players, eventually got the ball out to
Jordan Riki, who stepped inside a defender and then

raced 15 metres to score a soft try. Adam Reynolds
failed to convert the try. After going close twice,
the Broncos finally added another try in the 16th
minute when Ezra Mam grubbered on the left side for
Kurt Capewell, who chased it down, regathered and
scored. Reynolds converted the try. Arthars almost
scored himself 2 minutes later, but it was Payne Haas
who got the next try, when he scooped up the ball
from dummy half and barged over to score a strong
try. Reynolds converted again. In the 30th minute,
The Tigers were on the attack when a stray pass
went behind their backs. Selwyn Cobbo pounced and
picked up the ball before racing 87 metres to score.
Reynolds converted to make it 22-0. Four minutes
[ater the Broncos scored yet again when Reece Walsh

ran to the line then grubbered through for Riki to
plant the rolling ball for his second try. Reynolds
converted and at halftime lead by a commanding 28
points.

The Tigers finally got on the board 3 minutes into
the second half when a Brandon Wakeham kick was
taken nicely by Isaiah Papali'l, who then fell over the
|ine to score. Adam Doueihi converted. Any chance of
a second half comeback though was quickly snuffed
out when Herbie Farnworth strolled through two
stationary Tigers defenders on the left side to score
a soft try. Reynolds conversion gave the Broncos
a 34-6 lead. Reynolds very nearly created a try for
Kotoni Staggs on the right side with a grubber behind

the line, but the centre couldn't control the ball and
knocked it on. It would only take another minute
before Staggs would get himself on the board when
the Broncos shifted right, created an easy overlap
and Staggs strolled in to score. Reynolds added
the conversion to bring up 40 for the Broncos. Play
from both sides started to lack discipline, with both
sides pushing passes, losing the ball and giving away
set restarts. In the 64th minute, Jake Simpkin dived
over from dummy half to score. Doueihi converted. A
penalty near full time for the Broncos near the Tigers
line, allowed Reynolds to put in a grubber which
Staggs regathered and scored. Reynolds converted
just on fulltime to give the Broncos a commanding
4612 victory. ANDREW FERGUSON

Shaun Johnson has inspired the New Zealand
Warriors to one of the club’s greatest ever victories
after rallying from a 20-point deficit to defeat the
Cronulla Sharks 32-30 on Sunday afternoon.

In a match high on entertainment, but unlikely to be
remembered fondly by defensive purists, Johnson
nailed a late penalty goal to put the Warriors ahead
for the first time before the side survived a final scare
with Nicho Hynes missing a long-range penalty goal
which would have sent the match into golden point.
The win was the first time the Warriors prevailed at
Cronulla since 2015 and only the sixth victory in 20
visits overall. Wasting little time in capitalising on a
Warriors error on just the second tackle of the match,

Cronulla second-rower Teig Wilton (Ist minute) found
himself in the right place to open the scoring in his
50th game for the club. Going further in front in the
following set following a break by Briton Nikora
resulting in a six-again call, a superbly-executed
left-side shift allowed Ronaldo Mulitalo (5th minute)
to take the score out to 12-0. Making the most of an
opportunity after Edward Kosi failed to latch onto an
intercept, the Sharks produced a mirror image of their
second try with Sione Katoa (14th minute) touching
down in the right corner. Facing a 20-0 deficit after
Nicho Hynes added a penalty goal midway through
the half, the Warriors stemmed the one-way flow
of points with stand-in captain Wayde Egan (21st
minute) pouncing on a bouncing ball to score his
fourth try in as many games this season. Will
Kennedy (27th minute) claimed his sixth try in five

matches with a show-and-go close to the line, while
former Cronulla playmaker Johnson kept the visitors
in the contest with a well-placed pass to allow Marata
Niukore (29th minute) to barge over for his first try in
Warriors colours.

Forced to play the first ten minutes of the second
half with 12 players after Niukore was sent to the
sin bin for a hip drop tackle on halftime, Johnson
(45th minute) was rewarded for effort on effort
after forcing an error out of Mulitalo with a towering
bomb and leading the chase to score. Gaining the
ascendancy with Johnson and Ronald Volkman
producing multiple repeat sets, Kosi (52nd minute)
touched down to narrow the margin to two points.
Having conceded three tries either side of half time,
the Sharks regained a six-point advantage after

Mulitalo (55th minute) claimed his second after
Hynes forced a repeat set through his kicking game.
Setting up a grandstand finish with Josh Curran
(67th minute) crashing over after getting his first
involvement during the final quarter, a successful
conversion from Johnson levelled the scores at 30-
all. In an enthralling final ten minutes that saw Dale
Finucane sent to the sin bin for a hip drop tackle, the
Sharks opted to frantically run the ball on the final
tackle which resulted in Curran being tackled off
the ball. Johnson stepped up to nail the penalty goal
but almost went from hero to villain after conceding
an offside penalty from the ensuring short kick-off.
Hynes ultimately was off target with his penalty
attempt, leaving the bulk of the rain-soaked 10,878
fans to lament what could have been as the Warriors
secured a 32-30 great escape. ROB CROSBY

The Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs have come from
the clouds to force golden point and 15-14 win against
the North Queensland Cowboys, a Burton field goal in
golden point all that stood between the two sides in
84 minutes of play.

The Bulldogs performance was made more impressive
by the fact that injuries reared the ugly head during
the game, starting in the third minute when Raymond
Faitala-Mariner succumbed to an HIA which would
rule him out for the remainder. The Cowboys would
get on the hoard early, with Peta Hiku making a break
to give the side momentum before Tom Dearden
kicked into a backfield with no fullback, regathering
the ball and touching down for the opening try.
Things got worse for the Dogs when in the 15th
minute Jayden Okunbor was sent to the sin bin for
a hip drop tackle on Jason Taumalolo. The Cowboys
opted to take the two points on offer, extending their
lead to 8-points. Despite the one man disadvantage,

the Bulldogs were able to hit right back in the 20th
minute. Matt Burton put in a beautiful grubber on the
5th tackle close to the line that rookie back-rower
Jacob Preston won the race to. They would go the
entire 10 minute period without conceding a try in
an early moral victory. Unfortunately for Canterbury,
the rollercoaster continued when a stray finger from
Jacob Preston connected with Max King’s eye, forcing
the front rower off the field and Preston to get his
finger taped in a double blow. Right on half time,
Holmes attempted a two point field goal, but was
well short, sending the sides to the sheds with the
Cowhoys leading 8-6.

The Bulldogs defence was on show in the early stages
of the second half, turning the Cowboys away despite
heing faced with consecutive set restarts. The game
was well and truly in the balance when Hayze Perham
knocked onin the 59th minute, allowing the Cowhoys
another prime attacking opportunity. They didn't
waste it, with Dearden putting Heilum Luki through

a gap and the back-rower then offloading for Tom
Chester to score his 2nd career try. The conversion
made it an 8-point game once again and the Dogs had
ahuge mountain to climb. They made progress toward
doing so in the 68th minute, with Reed Mahoney
throwing a great pass from dummy half to put Jacob
Preston over for his second try of the night. Burton’s
conversion was missed, meaning the Bulldogs needed
one more try to win the game. The Cowhoys tried to
extend the lead to 6 with a penalty goal two minutes
[ater, but a rare miss from Valentine Holmes kept the
score at 14-10. Burton's short side chipn'chase on the
Dogs next possession earned them a repeat set, but
a pedestrian kick from Flanagan handed possession
right back to the Cowboys. With three minutes to
play, the Cowboys knocked on 5 metres out from their
own line, giving the Bulldogs a prime opportunity to
set up a grandstand finish. They would do exactly
that; they shifted the ball to the left with 30 seconds
to go and found an overlap courtesy of some quick
hands from Paul Alamoti to Josh Addo-Carr, the latter

grounding the ball in the corner to give Burton a shot
to win it from the sideline after the siren. Burton's
kick wasn't convincing off the hoot but looked to
be coming back just enough before it made contact
with the left hand upright, rebounding back towards
the sideline and sending the game into golden point.
Neither team managed to get themselves into good
enough position to kick a field goal throughout the
first 4 minute of golden point, and it looked as though
another tie might be on the cards when Burton and
Addo-Carr produced some magic. Burton kicked early
in the tackle count from his own 30 for Addo-Carr,
who took possession of the ball and chipped over the
Cowbhoys fullback's head. He looked to be in for all
money, but the ball bounced right back over his head
and was dived on by Jacob Preston 25 metres out
from the line and an inch away from the sideline. The
clock was winding down and Burton was in position
for the field goal, which he nailed from 30 metres out
while on an angle, more than making up for his earlier
missed conversion. ADAM HUXTABLE



ROUND 5 RESULTS

SYDNEY 28 (L. Keary 2, D. Hutchison, J. Paulo, D. Tupou tries; S.
Walker 4 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 20 (C. Gutherson, B.
Simonsson, M. Sivo tries; M. Moses 4 goals) AT ALLIANZ STADIUM.
Date: Thu, 30th March. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Sydney 16-2.
Penalties: 5-all. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 20,886.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Suaalii, Hutchison, Paulo; Keary,
Walker; Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Butcher,
Radley. Int: Turpin, Whyte, Allan, Baker.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Blake, Simonsson;
Brown, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hodgson, Greig, Cartwright,
Matterson, Hopgood. Int: Doorey, Hands, Murchie, Makatoa.

PENRITH 53 (. Tago 2, S. Turuva 2, N. Cleary, S. Crichton, Z.
Hosking, T. Peachey, J. Salmon tries; N. Cleary 8 goals; N. Cleary
field goal) DEFEATED CANBERRA 12 (E. Whitehead, H. Young tries;
J. Fogarty 2 goals) AT GI0 STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 31st March. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Penrith 13-6.
Penalties: Penrith 6-4. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 15,334.
CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Timoko, Smith-Shields, Rapana;
Frawley, Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C),
Harawira-Naera. Int: Starling, Guler, Saulo, Horshurgh.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, Too; Luai, Cleary
(C); Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Hosking, Yeo (C). Int:
Peachey, Smith, Leniu, Salmon.

MELBOURNE 18 (J. King, C. Munster, W. Warbrick tries; N. Meaney
3 goals) DEFEATED SOUTHS 10 (C. Graham, C. Walker tries; L.
Mitchell goal) AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 31st March. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 12-6.
Penalties: Souths 6-5. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 11,239,
SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Thompson; Walker,
Ilias; Suluka-Fifita, Cook, Burgess, Koloamatangi, Host, Murray
(C). Int: Cartwright, Chee-Kam, Moale, Sele.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Pezet; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Garlick, MacDonald, Eisenhuth, Anderson.

MANLY 32 (R. Garrick, H. Olakau'atu, B. Parker, K. Tuilagi, C.
Tuipulotu, K. Weekes tries; R. Garrick 4 goals) DREW WITH
NEWCASTLE 32 (D. Young 4, ). Johns, G. Marzhew tries; ). Hastings
2,1 Miller 2 goals) AT GLEN WILLOW OVAL.

Date: Sat, st April. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 22-16.
Penalties: Newcastle 7-5. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 9,024.
MANLY: Trhojevic, Tuipulotu, Parker, Harper, Garrick; Johns,
Cherry-Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Trbojevic, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi,
Aloiai. Int: Weekes, Trbojevic, Bullemor, Keppie.

NEWCASTLE: Miller, Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Brailey (C), Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Johns.
Int: Crossland, Hetherington, Croker, Jones.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 38 (M. Ravalawa 2, B. Hunt, B. Lawrie,
J. Liddle, Z. Lomax, T. Sloan tries; Z. Lomax 5 goals) DEFEATED
DOLPHINS 12 (J. Isaako, H. Tabuai-Fidow tries; . Isaako 2 goals)
ATWIN STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 1st April. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: St George lllawarra
12-8. Penalties: Dolphins 9-7. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd:
16,472.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Lawrie, Murdoch-Masila, Su'A, Bird.
Int: Mbye, Couchman, Kerr, De Belin.

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Bostock; Katoa,
Milford; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Eseese, Bromwich,
Lemuelu, Gilbert. Int; Wallace, Nicholls, Stone, Teague.

BRISBANE 46 (). Riki 2, K. Staggs 2, K. Capewell, S. Cobbo, H.
Farnworth, P. Haas tries; A. Reynolds 7 goals) DEFEATED WESTS
TIGERS 12 (1. Papali’, ). Simpkin tries; A. Doueihi 2 goals) AT
SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 1st April. Kickoff: 6:35 PM. Halftime: Brisbane 28-0.
Penalties: Brishane 8-2. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 27,553.
BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobho; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Palasia, Jensen, Taupau.

WESTS TIGERS: Doueihi, Staines, To'a, Kepaoa, Tupou; Wakeham,
Brooks; Twal, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman, Pole. Int:
Utoikamanu, Simpkin, Matamua, Blore.

WARRIORS 32 (). Curran, W. Egan, S. Johnson, E. Kosi, M. Niukore
tries; S. Johnson 6 goals) DEFEATED CRONULLA 30 (R. Mulitalo
2, S. Katoa, W. Kennedy, T. Wilton tries; N. Hynes 5 goals) AT
POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 2nd April. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 26-12.
Penalties: Cronulla 7-5. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 10,878.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes; Rudolf, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane (C).
[nt: McInnes, Hunt, Williams.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Kosi, Vailea, Pompey, Montoya;
Volkman, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan (C), Afoa, Ford, Niukore,
Tevaga. Int: Walker, Sironen, Ale, Curran.

CANTERBURY 15 (J. Preston 2, J. Addo-Carr tries; M. Burton goal;
M. Burton field goal) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 14 (T. Chester, T.
Dearden tries; V. Holmes 3 goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 2nd April. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: North QLD 8-6.
Penalties: North QLD 8-6. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd: 9,626.
CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Burton (C), Flanagan; King, Mahoney, Sutton, Faitala-Mariner,
Preston, Waddell. Int: Reynolds, Pele, Okunbor, Morrin.

NORTH QLD: Chester, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Elliot; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Dunn, Hess, Luki, Taumalolo (C).
Int: Neame, Granville, Taunoa-Brown, Price.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 5

Pos | Team

MELBOURNE

CANTERBURY

STGEO ILLA

CRONULLA

14| NORTHQLD

CANBERRA

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Bailey Simonsson (Parramatta) Grade 3 Careless HT: 2 matches
Lachlan Fitzgibbon (Newcastle) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000
Herman Eseese (Dolphins) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Mikaele Ravalawa (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Jack de Belin (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Fonua Pole (Wests Tigers) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $1500

Junior Tupou (Wests Tigers) Grade 1Shoulder Charge: $1500
Dale Finucane (Cronulla) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 2 matches
Marata Niukore (Warriors) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 2 matches
Jayden Okunbor (Canterbury) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
9 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors), Payne Haas (Broncos)

6 POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos), AJ Brimson (Titans), Ben Hunt
(Dragons), Herbie Farnworth (Broncos)

5POINTS

Haumole Olakau'atu (Sea Eagles), Luke Keary (Roosters), Cameron
Munster (Storm), Reece Walsh (Broncos), Nicho Hynes (Sharks),
Harry Grant (Storm)



MELBOURNE 28 SYDNEY 8

The Melbourne Storm have defeated the Sydney
Roosters 28-8 in an entertaining if error-plentiful match
to open round six Easter footy action at AAMI Park this
Thursday night.

In heavy rain, the game started much the way it would
go for all eighty minutes. An error from Jaxson Paulo
in just the second hit up of the game for the Roosters
gifted Melbourne a dream early opportunity to take a
crack at their opposition's line. The first ten minutes was
dominated by Melbourne, but the Roosters defended
admirably, and set after set the Storm found themselves
held out yet again. The Roosters would be rewarded for
their defensive efforts with the opening points of the

night in the 13th minute. Foraying into their attacking
half for the first time in the match thanks to a penalty
followed by a six again call, former Storm player
Brandon Smith earned his side a repeat set. It was then
great hands from Walker and Smith again which saw
Jaxson Paulo cross untouched on the right edge for the
Roosters. But it wouldn't be long until Melbourne struck
back. This time it was Daniel Tupou who coughed it up
while working it out of the Roosters' territory, and the
Storm finally managed to take advantage of a scoring
opportunity. Xavier Coates crossed in the 18th minute
thanks to some quick hands, slick offloads, and skillful
footwork in a brilliant team try. Meaney bounced the
conversion in off the upright to level the scores at six
apiece. The subsequent Roosters kick-off to restart
play was not a simple matter at all. With no Melbourne
player reaching it on the full, the ball bounced high
and was looking destined to go dead in-goal. Jahrome

Hughes desperately attempted to keepitin, and in doing
so intentionally knocked the ball forward and incurred
a penalty against Melbourne. Sam Walker slotted the
two points to give his side the lead back. The final ten
minutes of the first half saw Melbourne begin to stamp
their dominance on the clash. The 29th minute saw a
Munster kick expertly taken by Nick Meaney over the
tryline to give the Storm the lead back, before Meaney
converted his own try to extend it. Cameron Munster
crossed for one of his own just a few minutes before the
break thanks to a midfield linebreak, and the conversion
brought the half time score to 18-8 Melbourne's way.

Melbourne started the second half as they had ended
the first - with points. Coates crossed to secure a double
in the 45th minute, another try thanks to a Munster
kick. Just five minutes later, Coates would make it a
hat trick, nailing a tricky grounding off a Justin Olam

grubber. With the scoreline now reading 26-8, the game
was very quickly slipping out of the Roosters grasp.
Melbourne would continue to dominate field position
and possession in the final half hour, but received little
reward for it. A penalty goal in the 65th minute slotted
by Cameron Munster (with Meaney off for a HIA, which
he would go on to pass) were the final points of the
80 minutes. The final score of 28-8 is a well-deserved
victory for a Melbourne side who should never be
underestimated. Both teams face tough encounters
next weekend, with Melbourne facing Manly and
Sydney facing Cronulla both on Friday night. The Sydney
Roosters will be eager to get that performance out of
their systems, and the best way to do that is to ambush
the Sharks in Cronulla. Melbourne meanwhile have
snuck out to a three game winning streak, and theyll
be confident of making it four against Manly. LACHLAN
MCINTYRE

SOUTH SYDNEY 50 CANTERBURY 16
The South Sydney Rabbitohs have continued a run of
dominance on Good Friday with a 50-16 victory over the
Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs at Accor Stadium.

Latrell Mitchell was the star of the show in his 150th
first grade appearance, scoring 26 points from a hat-
trick and seven goals, as the Rabbitohs recorded their
fifth consecutive Good Friday victory in front of a crowd
of 35,211 supporters. The Bulldogs struck an early blow
with Jake Averillo (3rd minute) racing the length of the
field to score from a scrum, however the joy was short-
lived with Josh Addo-Carr sustaining a serious ankle

injury forcing the speedster from the field less than ten
minutes into the game. Having scored a hat-trick in the
corresponding fixture last season, Damien Cook was
denied after grounding the ball on the dead ball line; the
Rabhitohs hooker atoned by sending Cameron Murray
(17th minute) over next to the posts to lock up the scores
at 6-all. A penalty goal from Mitchell pushed the visitors
ahead before a devastating run of tries late in the half
changed the momentum of the match in favour of the
foundation club. The Rabbitohs relentlessly exposed
Jackson Topine, filling in for Addo-Carr in the Bulldogs
hackline, with |zaac Thompson bursting down the right
edge and finding Mitchell (32nd minute) in support,
while in the very next set a near identical play involving

Campbell Graham and Cody Walker allowed Mitchell
(34th minute) to grab afirst half brace. Jacob Host (38t
minute) completed the first half scoring by running into
space created by Walker to send the Rabbitohs to the
sheds up 26-6.

After being denied a try to Hayze Perham shortly after
halftime due to an obstruction, the Bulldogs struck back
with Matt Burton (55th minute) finishing off a lovely
grubber from Reed Mahoney to narrow the deficit.
Taking advantage of a one-man advantage after Jacob
Preston was sent to the sin bin for a hip drop tackle
which saw Thompson assisted from the field, Walker
(63rd minute) got his name on the scoresheet with

a strong run close to the line. Mitchell (67th minute)
collected his first hat-trick in red and green colours
after a break from Jed Cartwright, while Graham (69th
minute) took South Sydney past 40 points with a try in
the following set. The Bulldogs collected a consolation
four-pointer with Burton (73rd minute) racing the
length of the field from a scrum; Graham (76th minute)
collected his second running onto a superb cut-out pass
from Mitchell. Mitchell completed the rout by throwing
an audacious pass to give Graham (79th minute) his
third try of the afternoon as the Rabbitohs ran out 50-16
victors. ROB CROSBY

DOLPHINS 32 NORTH QLD 22

The Dolphins have returned to form in Townsville,
heating a woeful Cowboys side 32-22 on Friday night.

The Cowhoys looked to have potentially figured things
out in attack early on, with Brendan Elliot finding space
on the end of an overlap on tackle 2, but he decided to
put a kick in for some reason. It went dead, but the fact
North Queensland were looking like they could score a
try was a positive considering where they've been in
recent weeks. Unfortunately, no such improvement was
hinted at on the defensive side of the ball. Off a scrum
win in the 9th minute, the Dolphins found space with
ease, sending Jamayne Isaako over for the first try of the
night. Dolphins were back in business 5 minutes later,

with rookie halfback Isaiya Katoa getting a try assist,
doing so by kicking crossfield for Isaako, who made a
great catch and even better putdown to extend the lead
to 8. The Cowboys were handed a golden opportunity
to hit back straight away as Mark Nicholls knocked on
right after the kickoff. They took immediate advantage,
with Edrick Lee making a poor defensive read and
allowing Kyle Feldt to stroll right past him for a try.
North Queensland were on the attack again soon after,
but Dearden’s kick went dead allowing Dolphins to get
on the front foot. Again, the Cowhoys showed how poor
their defence is, allowing former player Hamiso Tabuai-
Fidow to break tackles with ease as he became the first
player in history to score a try in each of a teams first
six games in the top grade, usurping Bill Bailey’s record
for the Newcastle Rebels in 1908. Things went from bad

to warse for the hosts, with Coen Hess sent to the bin
for 10 minutes for a late hit on Katoa. It didn't take long
for Dolphins to find an opening, with Jamayne Isaako
running past some extremely passive defenders to
make it a 14-point lead. Dolphins then rubbed salt into
the wound, with another former Cowboy in Tom Gilbert
strolling over the line under the posts in an extremely
soft defensive effort, something that has been par for
the course for the Cowboys this season. The Cowboys
were able to peg things back somewhat right on half
time, with Drinkwater throwing a looping cutout pass to
send Feldt over for a double.

The second half was set up for the Cowboys to mount
a comeback, with the Dolphins making several terrible
errors coming out of their own end, and the home

side finally made them pay in the 52nd minute, when
Dearden put Coen Hess over for a try. A comeback was
well and truly on the cards when Val Holmes powered
his way over the top of Brenko Lee to cut the deficit to
4, but a missed conversion meant another try would
be necessary. It looked to be all in vein when Brendan
Elliot was sent to the bin for taking Tabuai-Fidow out off
the ball, but a rookie error from Katoa on the last gifted
the Cowhoys a 7 tackle set. It didn't last long for them
though, with Edrick Lee picking off Scott Drinkwater,
effectively ending the game. Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow
gave one last middle finger to his old club as he crossed
untouched with 30 seconds to play, making the final
score 32-22. ADAM HUXTABLE

PENRITH 44 MANLY 12

Penrith Panthers put on a first half show in their 44-12
win over Manly Sea Eagles in front of 20,312 on Saturday
night at Penrith Stadium.

The Panthers piled on five tries in their first half display
which saw them leading 32-0 at the break. Fullback
Dylan Edwards was the headline act with his four tries
in another stampeding performance from the premiers.
From the opening whistle, Panthers were on form. The
hosts almost scored in their first set but didn't have

to wait long for points. Edwards steamed onto a short
pass and made it 6-0 for the packed house in Penrith.
They weren't challenged much in defense in the first
half but the Panthers stood tall. Sunia Turuva making a
grasscutter tackle to deny the returning Jason Saab in
firing back soon after. They rewarded that effort with
doubling their advantage. Stephen Crichton snuck into
dummy half and unfurled a fabulous pass out Brian To,
who had the easiest passage to the line for the four-
pointer. Next it was the Dylan Edwards show again. The
fullback just stepped out of a flimsy tackle and touched
down for his second hefore he completed the hat-trick

with a typical custodian effort which had them crowd
in raptures. Scott Sorensen rounded out the first half
rout with a try through the front door. The second rower
charged onto a short ball and slammed it down to make
it 32-0 for the Panthers going into the half-time sheds.

Things didn't start any better for the Sea Eagles in the
second. Their first kick went out on the full then Ethan
Bullemor couldn't resist stretching out for the try which
was chalked off for double movement. Panthers made
it six tries on the bounce, and four tries for the quiet
achiever Dylan Edwards. Crichton swept it wide to

Too who rampaged down the wing then found the
fullback inside to make it 38-0. Sea Eagles did find some
consolation twice, both from kicks. Saab touched down
a Daly Cherry-Evans kick then late in the proceedings
Tom Trhojevic cleaned up the ball from two Panthers
colliding to make it 38-12. The last say went to the
Panthers. Soni Luke spied Trbojevic up in the line,
toed through and found Nathan Cleary to round off the
scoring. Cleary for his part was perfect with the boot
kicking eight goals which included a first half penalty
goal. JUSTIN DAVIES



CANBERRA 20 BRISBANE 14

The Canberra Raiders have picked up a rare win against
the Broncos at Suncorp Stadium, courtesy of a very
strong, determined and gritty performance up front,
which frustrated the Broncos attack into making a lot
of uncharacteristic errors.

The Raiders started strong and after 7 minutes, they
were the first to score when they marched deep into
the Broncos half after receiving a penalty. On the second
tackle, they sent the ball wide on the right side where
they have the extra man, which resulted in Sebastian
Kris putting Jordan Rapana over for a try. Jarrod Croker
converted from out wide. It took 8 minutes for the
Broncos reply, which came from a scrum win deep inside

the Raiders half. The ball was immediately sent out to
Selwyn Cobbo, who got squashed between two Raiders
defenders in the corner, but he miraculously got the
ball down for a try, despite the heavy contact. Adam
Reynolds failed to convert from the sideline. The Raiders
crossed again 10 minutes before halftime when Jordan
Rapana jumped into dummy half, 10 metres from the
Broncos line, he darted for the try line, burrowed down
low and forced his way through the defenders to score a
strong solo try. Croker converted again. A high shot on
Josh Papali'i 90 seconds before halftime allowed Croker
to extend the lead further when he kicked a penalty
goal. At halftime the Raiders held a 14-4 lead.

The Broncos started the second half with far more
energy in attack and defence and it bore fruit

immediately when Reynolds ran to the line on the last
in the 42nd minute and 12 metres from the Raiders line.
He grubbered behind the line then the ball bounced high,
the two Raiders players got in each others way, leading
to a fumble. Jordan Riki following through planted the
loose ball for a try. Reynolds converted the try The
Raiders refused to yield though and after a strong surge
through the middle, they score on the next play when
Jamal Fogarty kicked to the left corner where Albert
Hopoate leaped over the retreating Kotoni Staggs and
he scored in the corner. Croker again converted from the
sideline to give his side a 20-10 lead. The Broncos started
to lift in attack and defence after the hour mark while
the Raiders started to look tired. In the 71st minute Ezra
Mam threw a flat cut-out pass to Jesse Arthars who
dived to score in the corner. Reynolds failed to convert,

to reduce the margin to 6 with 7 minutes remaining. In
the 77th minute a Reynolds homb was taken cleanly by
Rapana, who fell as he took the catch, but in doing so,
his head collided with Martin Taupau's shin who was
providing kick pressure. The collision caused Rapana to
drop the ball, but even worse, it busted his head open
and he immediately started bleeding quite profusely.
Kurt Capewell picked up the loose ball and scored. The
referee initially ruled a knock on, but after the bunker
reviewed the incident, while Rapana was being attended
to, Taupau was put on report and the Raiders were given
a penalty, while Rapana was assisted from the field.
The match ended with the Broncos continuing to push
passes and play panicky football, but in the end, they
couldn't score and the Raiders won 20-14. ANDREW
FERGUSON

GOLD COAST 20 STGEO ILLA 18

The Gold Coast Titans have stolen victory from the
jaws of defeat in an epic Easter Sunday clash where
they scored an important 20-18 win over the St George
[llawarra Dragons in an at times spiteful game.

It was a far from ideal start for both teams but in
particular the Dragons who had Francis Molo sin binned
for a high shot after just four minutes. Both sides were
denied twice during the ten minute sin bin period with
Alofiana Khan-Pereira denied twice once losing the ball
over the line and then going into touch. The Dragons
were denied twice by two forward passes after forcing
an overlap. It was third time lucky for the Red 'V’

when Zac Lomax outleapt the Titans defence to chase
through a Ben Hunt bomb, plucking it out of the hands
of Jayden Campbell to score. Lomax converted his own
try to give the Dragons a 6-0 lead. The Titans quickly hit
back with Jayden Campbell creating something out of
nothing when out of dummy half he found space before
combining with Toby Sexton to draw in defends and take
the ball back and score under the posts. A David Fifita
error short of the line saw the Titans denied a third time
hefore a midfield melee that saw punches thrown but
somehow missed by the bunker. The ensuing penalty to
the Titans saw Tanah Boyd add a penalty goal to give the
Gold Coast an 8-6 lead. The Red 'V levelled the scores
just hefore half time when Aaron Schoupp was penalised
for a high tackle.

It was a poor start to the second half for the Gold Coast
with ill-discipline leading to the Dragons first try of the
second half when Mikaele Ravalawa had to clean up a
oose pass near the sideline before just charging at
the line unstoppably. The Titans then started to mount
pressure off the back of two successive penalties but
a Ben Hunt intercept that was cleared despite being
offside killed the momentum. Thankfully for the Titans
they were able to hit back again soon after when Phillip
Sami continued his hard to stop form of the game when
he was able to get over. It wouldn't be a day of NRL at the
moment without an argument about the hip drop tackle
coming up as it did again with Jayden Su'a penalised and
placed on report for his lower leg contact. The Dragons
continued to mount pressure having been stopped on

five occasions as the Titans also found the pressure built
by a number of decisions from referee Peter Gough. A
Dragons try to Ben Hunt looked to potentially seal the
deal for the Dragons when he combined with Jack Bird
to find space. The subsequent missed conversion from
Zac Lomax was going to be crucial. Regathering the kick-
off the Titans went up the other end and were mounting
pressure on the Dragons who looked solid until a
misread in defence from Ben Hunt saw a gap open up for
Toby Sexton who scored. Tanah Boyd's conversion gave
the Titans a 20-18 lead. The Dragons got one late chance
from deep in their own end but a simple error from Ben
Hunt consigned the Red V' to defeat. JOSH ROBERTSON

NEWCASTLE 34 WARRIORS 24

In an exciting NRL match at McDonald Jones Stadium
on Sunday night, the Newcastle Knights claimed a well-
deserved 34-24 victory over the Warriors.

The Knights started the game on the front foot, with
Dominic Young crossing the ling in just the 5th minute of
the game. The Warriors hit back through Adam Pompey

in the 22nd minute, but the Knights responded quickly
with tries to Greg Marzhew and Tyson Frizell in the 18th
and 28th minute respectively. With Phoenix Crossland
crossing for the Knights in the 36th minute, the halftime
score was 22-6 in favour of the home side.

The Warriors came out firing in the second half, with
Pompey scoring his second try of the game in the 49th
minute. However, any hopes of a comeback were soon

extinguished when Kurt Mann scored for the Knights in
the 64th minute, followed by a second try for Marzhew
inthe 69th minute. The Warriors fought on, with Edward
Kosi and Jackson Ford crossing for tries in the 55th and
Tist minute respectively, but it was too little too late
as the Knights secured the 34-24 victory. Lachlan
Miller was a standout for the Knights, kicking five out
of six goals, while Shaun Johnson was perfect for the
Warriors, kicking all four of his attempts.

The Knights will come away with a concern, Jayden
Brailey leaving the field during the match with a leg
injury, sadly to the same leg which saw him miss plenty
of last season. It was a thrilling match played in front
of a vocal crowd at McDonald Jones Stadium, and the
Knights will be thrilled to have secured the win and
continued their inspiring start to the 2023 campaign.
TIMCOSTELLO

PARRAMATTA 28 WESTS TIGERS 22

The Parramatta Eels have survived a brave comeback
from the winless Wests Tigers to claim the chocolates
on Easter Monday by 28-22 in front of a big crowd at
Accor Stadium.

It was a match that both sides simply had to win. The
Tigers needed to avoid starting the year 0-6 while the
Eels were looking to rebound after a rough opening
five weeks to the season which saw them net just one
win. The Tigers dominated possession in the opening
exchanges and generally had the better of play.
However, their execution left a lot to be desired and
was left to come up empty after numerous attacking
raids. Parramatta only needed one chance and they
were rewarded with the first try after going through a
|ot of goal-line defence. Mitch Moses angled back across

the ruck with a clever inside grubber kick, Dylan Brown
was on the spot to offload it to Clint Gutherson and the
Eels crossed first and got the early 6-0 cushion. Off the
ensuing set, Parramatta marched down the field on
the ensuing set and off the back of a six again, the Eels
crossed for their second. It was another pin-point kick
from Moses which was collected by Will Penisini and
Parramatta had their second. Some possession swung
hack to the Tigers but their attack can only be described
as diabolical, but some luck soon turned their way.
Starford To'a pounced on a loose pass from Mitch Moses
and ran 70 metres to cross for their first try and the gap
was cut in half. Just when you thought the Tigers play
was turning around. Their sequence in the red zone in
the final portions of the second half has to be seen to be
believed. After some enterprising and bizarre final plays,
the Eels got the ball in attacking field position and were

duly rewarded for their patience. Moses put another
grubber on the toe and Bryce Cartwright was jolly on
the spot to give the Eels an 18-6 half-time lead.

After a weight of possession to start the second half.
Moses threw a magic pass to Maika Sivo and Toa
piggybacked Sivo into the in-goal and the big Fijian
crossed first to add to the two-converted try cushion.
Wests hit back four minutes later. Luke Brooks threw a
great cut-out ball to Tupou who raced down the sideline
before linking up with A) Kepaoa and the Tigers get back
into the contest. After the game has turned into a lull.
Junior Tupou took matters into his own hands with a big
break up the field. A quick switch of play involving Luke
Brooks and Doueihi linked in John Bateman and Brent
Naden crosses out in the right corner and with Doueihi's
conversion. Wests were only trailing by 6 points with

the game in the balance. They were able to get to within
two after clever ball playing from the Penrith duo of
Apisai Koroisau and Charlie Staines who link up with
Tupou to cross in the corner. The Tigers were coming
to get them but an unfortunate error from Staines gave
the Eels their chance and they struck while the iron was
hot. Parramatta created second phase through Ryan
Matterson and Gutherson and it's Sivo who collected
his second of the day and Moses collected a goal off the
upright to give the Eels a match-winning lead. Despite
a late penalty goal from Brooks giving the Tigers hope.
It was all in vain as Parramatta escaped to collect win
two of the season. For the Eels, it's a big escape from a
trap game that could've easily stumped them. For the
Tigers, they are 0-6 heading into the bye. They also have
potentially serious injuries to Naden (broken collarhone)
and Doueihi (knee - potential ACL). A LUCANTONIO



ROUND 6 RESULTS

MELBOURNE 28 (X. Coates 3, N. Meaney, C. Munster tries; N.
Meaney 3, C. Munster goals) defeated Sydney 8 (). Paulo try; S.
Walker 2 goals) AT AAMI PARK.

Date: Thu, 6th April. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 18-8.
Penalties; Melbourne 4-3. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 16,323.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Garlick, MacDonald, Eisenhuth, Sims.

SYDNEY: Manu, Tupou, Suaalii, Hutchison, Paulo; Keary (C),
Walker; Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Butcher,
Radley. Int: Turpin, May, Allan, Baker.

SOUTHS 50 (C. Graham 3, L. Mitchell 3, ). Host, C. Murray, C.
Walker tries; L. Mitchell 7 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 16 (M.
Burton 2, J. Averillo tries; M. Burton 2 goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.
Date: Fri, 7th April. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Souths 26-6.
Penalties: Souths 11-3. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 35,211,
CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Burton (C), Flanagan; King, Mahoney, Sutton, Waddell, Preston,
Edwards. Int; Reynolds, Morrin, Topine, Hughes.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Milne, Tass, Graham, Thompson; Walker,
Ilias; Tatola, Cook, Burgess, Koloamatangi, Host, Murray (C). Int:
Cartwright, Suluka-Fifita, Moale, Sele.

DOLPHINS 32 (). Isaako 3, H. Tabuai-Fidow 2, T. Gilbert tries; ).
Isaako 4 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 22 (K. Feldt 2, C. Hess, V.
Holmes tries; V. Holmes 3 goals) AT QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 7th April. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Dolphins 26-12.
Penalties: 7-all. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 22,811.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Elliot; Dearden,
Townsend (C); Dunn, Robson, Cotter, Hess, Neame, Taumalolo (C).
Int: Granville, Chester, Taunoa-Brown, Price.

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Lee; Nikorima,
Katoa; Nicholls (C), Marshall-King, Stone, Bromwich, Lemuelu,
Gilbert. Int; Ese'ese, Wallace, Donoghoe, Faamausili.

PENRITH 44 (D. Edwards 4, N. Cleary, S. Sorensen, B. To'o tries; N.
Cleary 8 goals) DEFEATED MANLY 12 (). Saab, T. Trbojevic tries; D.
Cherry-Evans 2 goals) AT BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 8th April. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Penrith 32-0.
Penalties: Manly 11-9. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 20,312.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary (C);
Leota, Kenny, Eisenhuth, Sorensen, Hosking, Yeo. Int: Luke, Smith,
Leniu, Salmon.

MANLY: Trhojevic, Saab, Parker, Harper, Garrick; Weekes, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Trbojevic, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi, Aloiai. Int:
Lawton, Bullemor, Keppie, Johns.

CANBERRA 20 (). Rapana 2, A. Hopoate tries; ). Croker 4 goals)
DEFEATED BRISBANE 14 (J. Arthars, S. Cobho, ). Riki tries; A.
Reynolds goal) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 8th April. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Canberra 14-4.
Penalties: Canberra 6-5. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 31,962.
BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Palasia, Jensen, Taupau.

CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Schneider,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Saulo, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Harawira-Naera, Hola.

GOLD COAST 20 (). Campbell, P. Sami, T. Sexton tries; T. Boyd 4
goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 18 (B. Hunt, Z. Lomax,
M. Ravalawa tries; Z. Lomax 3 goals) AT CBUS SUPER STADIUM.
Date: Sun, 9th April. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: 8-all. Penalties:
Gold Coast 8-2. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 12,452.

GOLD COAST: Campbell, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami;
Sexton, Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita,
Stimson, Liu. Int; Clark, Vuna, Fa'asuamaleaui, Leeming.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Lawrie, Murdoch-Masila, Su'A, Bird.
Int: Mbye, De Belin, Couchman, Kerr.

NEWCASTLE 34 (G. Marzhew 2, P. Crossland, T. Frizell, K. Mann,
D. Young tries; L. Miller 5 goals) DEFEATED WARRIORS 24 (A.
Pompey 2, ). Ford, E. Kosi tries; S. Johnson 4 goals) AT MCDONALD
JONES STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 9th April. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 22-6.
Penalties: Newcastle 7-5. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd: 18,007,
NEWCASTLE: Miller, Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Crossland,
Hastings; Saifiti, Brailey (C), Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Croker.
Int: Johns, Mann, Hetherington, Jones.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Kosi, Vailea, Pompey, Montoya;
Martin, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan (C), Afoa, Ford, Curran, Tevaga.
Int: Sironen, Walker, Ale, Tuaupiki.

PARRAMATTA 28 (M. Sivo 2, B. Cartwright, C. Gutherson, W.
Penisini tries; M. Moses 4 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 22
(A. Kepaoa, B. Naden, . To'a, J. Tupou tries; A. Doueihi 2, L. Brooks
goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Mon, 10th April. Kickoff: 4:00 PM. Halftime: Parramatta 18-6.
Penalties: 3-all. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 28,611.

WESTS TIGERS: Staines, Kepaoa, Naden, To'a, Tupou; Dougihi,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Simpkin, Twal, Ofahengaue, Blore.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Russell, Dunster;
Brown, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hodgson, Greig, Lane, Cartwright,
Matterson. Int: Hopgood, Hands, Murchie, Makatoa.
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Victor Radley (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Coen Hess (North Qld) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800
Peta Hiku (North Qld) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800

Kodi Nikorima (Dolphins) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $750
Brenko Lee (Dolphins) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $1500
Mitch Kenny (Penrith) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Francis Molo (St Geo lla) Grade 2 Careless HT: 3 matches
Jaydn Su'A (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800

FLU 4

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
10 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

9POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos)

8 POINTS
Cameron Munster (Storm), Ben Hunt (Dragons)

7POINTS
Dylan Edwards (Panthers), Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow (Dolphins)

6 POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Eels), AJ Brimson (Titans), Herbie Farnworth
(Broncos), Nick Meaney (Storm), Adam Reynolds (Broncos)
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The South Sydney Rabbitohs have recorded an
important 36-14 win in a game consisting very much
of two halves, up against The Dolphins in front of
23,280 fans at Suncorp Stadium to open Round Seven.

The Dolphins started fast in front of their home
fans, running in the first try of the night in just the
3rd minute. It was great work from Kodi Nikorima to
set up the try, initially through the kick that forced a
Taane Milne error, and then through the cut-out ball
for Euan Aitken on the left edge in the following play.
Jamayne Isaako nailed the conversion attempt from

theleft sideline to give The Dolphins an early 6-0 lead.
The next 15 minutes were dominated by The Dolphins,
with the Rabbitohs barely seeing their opposition's
half. But an accidental offside penalty conceded by
the home side gave South Sydney their first attacking
opportunity in the 22nd minute, and they certainly
made use of it. Latrell Mitchell threw the pass that
put Campbell Graham through a big defensive hole,
and just like that the scores were level. The back end
of the first half saw The Dolphins slot right back into
their early control, and a 29th minute penalty goal
saw this reflected on the scoreboard. Then, Jeremy
Marshall-King decided to take matters into his own
hand, selling a dummy from dummy half to slide over
the line nearly untouched in the 35th minute off the
back of some repeat sets. The successful conversion

saw the half-time scoreline read 14-6 to The Dolphins.

The Dolphins started the second half in very similar
fashion to the first, winning a repeat set in just their
first possession. This time though, they couldn’t make
use of the early field position. But the Rabbitohs
certainly could - a barnstorming first set of the half
saw them rush downfield and force a dropout through
some hizarre play, before Campball Graham found
himself on the back end of a Lachlan llias chip kick
in the 46th minute. Just a few minutes later, Cody
Walker gave his side the lead back with one of the
most hizarre tries of the season. It all started with an
Alex Johnston run on the left edge, before his offload
hounced off two Dolphins players and fell perfectly
for Walker to ground in the in-goal. Mitchell's

conversion took the scorecard to 18-14 Bunnies way
in the 51st minute. With the game now very much
under South Sydney’s control, a Dolphins sin bin only
made everything worse for the home side. Kenny
Bromwich hit Taane Milne very early while chasing
through a kick, and found himself on the sidelines for
ten minutes. Just a minute later, Isaiah Tass extended
the lead for the away side, before Latrell Mitchell
took the game out of reach with another 4-pointer
in the 65th minute. Alex Johnston crossed for the
final points of the night in the 68th minute to take
the scoreline to 36-14. The Rabbitohs will be happy
to record hack-to-back wins, with the victory lifting
them all the way up into third on the ladder for now.
LACHLAN MCINTYRE

Cronulla Sharks won a close encounter 22-12 over an
ill-disciplined Sydney Roosters side on Friday night at
Shark Park.

The Sharks won a spiteful clash which saw three sin
bins and a lot of penalties in the contest. Halfback
Nicho Hynes who re-signed last week, led the way for
his side which got them a valuable two points. It was
a tough and close opening to the contest between
two sides aiming for higher aspirations. Sharks held
much of the early territory but found it tough to find
much room through the middle. The first points of the

night came from the tee. Nat Butcher was sin binned
for the hip drop which has been the latest crackdown
in the league. Nicho Hynes stepped up and kicked the
Sharks ahead 2-0. Buoyed by that, Sharks also added
the first four-pointer. Five-eighth Matt Moylan was
on the spot to touch down after the earlier work from
Hynes to make it an eight point difference. Roosters
were ill disciplined to start, but they found their
groove and their first whistle and got points. Luke
Keary sent through a short pass to Egan Butcher who
sliced through. Their second penalty also gave them
the lead. Some smart work from Brandon Smith who
spied the markers were slow to react, darted toward

the line and got it down right on the whitewash for
a12-8 lead. Sharks finished the half with a glut of
opportunities on the Roosters line. The six again
signal was almost worn out from use but the Roosters
defence held firm and took a four-point lead into the
break.

While they didn't convert before the break, Sharks
were the first to score in the second half. Quick hands
down the left wing sent Mulitalo away and the winger
provided an airbourne finish to level things up. The
game developed into a slog between two sides
unwilling to give an inch. It took some sublime play

on the right side between Hynes who sent Blayke
Brayley away for the lead at 16-12. Roosters thought
they might have edged again through Lindsay Collins.
He took an NFL style hand off from Keary and tried
to rustle to the line. He was judged to be short and
Sharks repelled them. The lack of discipline from
the visitors reared it's head again late. Smith was
binned for a high tackle then Victor Radley took his
usual seat on the sideline for a flop which meant
they finished with 11. Sharks did extend their lead
|ate through one of their brighter performers. Briton
Nikora sped onto a ball from the quick play-the-ball
which gave us the final score of 22-12. JUSTIN DAVIES

Manly dominated field position in the second half to
ensure they came away with two vital competition
points against Melbourne in a grinding contest at 4
Pines Park.

Points were hard to come by and for Melbourne, so
was momentum which allowed Manly to get into a
groove and pile on the pressure to help them regain
some solid form. Manly got on the board first in the
12th minute when a Daly Cherry-Evans chip back
infield found Tom Trbojevic following through and
he regathered before the ball went dead, grounding
it for a cheeky but clever try. Cherry-Evans added the

extras from in front. Five minutes later, a Cameron
Munster drop out failed to travel 10 metres and
Cherry-Evans opted to kick a penalty goal, extending
the Manly lead to 8-0. The Storm finally struck back
in the 20th minute when William Warbrick got the
ball in space 30 metres from the Manly line and he
raced over in the corner to score. Munster failed to
convert. Manly received back-to-back penalties in
Melbourne’s half and Cherry-Evans slotted another
penalty goal in the 32nd minute. With 25 seconds left
in the half, Ray Tuaimalo-Vaega was given 10 in the
hinfor alate shoulder charge on Munster. Jonah Pezet
kicked a penalty goal and at halftime the Sea-Eagles
were up 10-6.

Seven minutes into the second half, Aaron Woods
claimed, and was even awarded a try after he
grounded a grubber by Lachlan Croker into the Storm
ingoal, but the bunker reviewed and found that
Jahrome Hughes, while fumbling the ball, accidentally
got downward pressure on it, just, denying the try.
However, in the lead up to that play, Cherry-Evans
was hit late in the back by Tui Kamikamica, earning
him 10 in the sin-bin as well. Cherry-Evans had a shot
at the penalty goal, but it struck the upright and
bounced back into the field of play. Manly regathered
but Trent Loiero’s tackle was deemed to be a hip drop
and Cherry-Evans kicked another penalty goal. An
IIlegal tackle by Jake Trbojevic allowed Pezet to kick
a penalty goal to get the margin back to 4 points. In

the 58th minute, the stop-start nature of the game
due to the amount of ill-disciplined play resulted in
referee Adam Gee issuing warnings to both sides.
On the first tackle after play resumed, Justin Olam
hit Cherry-Evans late and he was given ten minutes
in the bin. The game started to get very sloppy from
here on in from both sides, but Manly managed to
capitalise, eventually, when a bomb by Cherry-Evans
was spilled by Xavier Coates close to his own line. The
ensuing set saw Taniela Paseka receive a crash ball
and as he fell into the tackle, he popped up a great ball
to Croker who dived over between two defenders to
score a soft but good try. Cherry-Evans converted to
give Manly an 18-8 victory. ANDREW JACKSON

The New Zealand Warriors have showed how much
they are a different team in 2023 with a 22-14 win
over the North Queensland Cowboys despite a
performance riddled with errors.

It was hardly a performance that either side could
put up in their hall of fame as both sides were error
ridden in windy conditions in Auckland. The Warriors
opened the scoring first after just three minutes
when Addin Fonua-Blake charged at the middle
defenders of the Cowhoys and fought his way to the

line. The Cowboys hit back after some ill-discipline
from the home side continued to give the North
Queenslanders a piggyback up the other end and
they took advantage with Murray Taulagi scoring in
the corner. Despite continued errors, the Warriors
somehow weren't punished for their indiscretions
with the ball when Ed Kosi scored in the corner after
some good work and a nervous wait with the bunker
checking a potential Dylan Walker knock on earlier
in the play. The Cowboys had a try disallowed when
Murray Taulagi went into touch but they were able to
get on the board just shy of half time when Reuben
Cotter strolled through after some poor defence

from Shaun Johnson opened up a gap. The conversion
attempt from Vial Holmes was buffeted more than a
plane trying to land in high winds and dropped short
meaning the Warriors somehow lead by 2.

If both teams wanted to put errors away in the second
half then they probably needed to find a better
cupboard because they were back in a big way. The
Warriors couldn't keep a hold of the ball but it didn't
seem to hurt them as the Cowboys directionless
attack couldn't penetrate the Kiwi defence and the
Warriors went up the other end to score when Josh
Curranwent over with ease. The North Queenslanders

were able to level the scores just shy of the hour
mark when Scott Drinkwater created something out
of nothing when the play looked directionless he
saw Val Holmes with the potential of getting into
space and put boot to ball and with a perfect bounce,
Holmes got over to score. Luck was on the Warriors
side for their next try when a ricochet favoured the
Warriors and Shaun Johnson was able to put Dylan
Walker over for a try. The Warriors got two chances
to put the score beyond a converted try when Shaun
Johnson got two shots at penalty goal, the first he
missed but the second he kicked to put the score out
to the match winning 22-14. JOSH ROBERTSON



An extra time field goal from Nathan Cleary has seen
the Penrith Panthers extend a run of dominance
over the Newcastle Knights with a 16-15 victory on
Saturday evening.

Recording their sixth consecutive victory at
McDonald Jones Stadium dating back to 2016, the
Panthers struck victory in the 81st minute in an
absorbing match played before a crowd of 26,084
supporters delighted by a heroic performance from
the home side. Coming up against a Newcastle side
that gained plenty of admirers, the class of the
premiers shone through in a passionate - and at time
fiery - encounter destined to be remembered as an

instant classic. In a closely matched opening which
saw Cleary slot an early penalty goal, the Knights
showed their intentions with Tyson Gamble (12th
minute) taking on the line with a show-and-go to
give the home side the ascendancy. Going further
ahead after Dominic Young was cut down a metre out
from the try line, Dane Gagai delivered a superb pass
allowing Tyson Frizell (16th minute) to crash over
from close range. The Knights were made to pay for ill
discipline with Brian To'o (21st minute) finishing off a
right-side shift after Gagai was penalised for dissent
towards the referee while in possession of the ball.
With first-choice hooker Jayden Brailey sidelined for
the season after an ACL injury sustained last Sunday,
replacement rake Phoenix Crossland (27th minute)

produced an individual piece of class to kick from
dummy half and get to the ball first to put the Knights
up 14-6. The Panthers were unable to capitalise on
opportunities late in the half despite Cleary nailing a
40/20 and a successful challenge which overturned
a sin bin against Spencer Leniu; Scott Sorenson
appeared to score with seconds remaining before the
break only the for the bunker to rule the interchange
forward lost control of the ball.

In an error-riddled start to the second half, which
saw Lachlan Miller drop the kick-off and fail to send
a line drop out the required distance, Cleary opted
to narrow the deficit to 14-8 with a close-range
penalty. Capitalising on an opportunity after Frizell

was penalised for accidentally pulling the hair of
Jarome Luai, the visitors levelled the scores at 14-
all with Jaeman Salmon (57th minute) celebrating
his 50th NRL appearance with a four-pointer. The
Knights missed an opportunity to regain the lead
with Miller unable to nail a penalty goal, while Cleary
was likewise off target with a field goal attempt at
the other end of the field. In a thrilling finish which
saw Tyson Gamble and Cleary exchange field goals to
tie the game up at 15-all, Hastings and Cleary were
unable to clinch the result with long-range attempts
in regulation time. Electing to receive the kick-off in
golden point, the Panthers needed only one set to
seal the result via Cleary’s game-clinching boot. ROB
CROSBY

The Brishane Broncos have re-taken top spot of the
NRL ladder with a second half blitz to take a 43-26
victory over a Gold Coast Titans side who dominated
for long periods.

Taking advantage of early field position, the Titans
opened the scoring first when Phillip Sami got up
ahove the Broncos defence as a pinpoint kick from
Tanah Boyd got the winger perfectly before he
scored. The Titans had a second effort disallowed by
the bunker after Brian Kelly was penalised for a strip
afteritwas initially called alost ball live. The knocked
back effort hurt the Titans as Jordan Riki was able to
go up the other end and keep his momentum to get

over the line and get the ball down. Soft defence hurt
the Broncos as they only had eyes for David Fifita as
the Titans used him as a decoy and executed a swift
play to get Alofiana Khan-Pereira a try untouched in
the corner. Jesse Arthars was denied his attempt at
atry in the first half when he was driven into touch
by some strong defence by the Gold Coast. The Titans
then extended their lead to 8 points when Tanah Boyd
slotted a penalty goal after some dumb play from Pat
Carrigan on David Fifita. The Titans looked to have
a commanding lead at the break but some luck for
the Broncos turned momentum completely when an
attacking kick from Jayden Campbell was charged
down by Reece Walsh and the ball ended up with
Herbie Farnworth as the Broncos went 90m upfield
to close the gap to just four at half time.

It was a sloppy start to the second half for the
Titans as their play started to go astray and it was
off another deflected kick that the Broncos got
up the other end of the field. It looked as if they
wasted their attacking play but they hadn't as Reece
Walsh stepped through the defence to score. An
unsuccessful challenge off a lost ball hurt the Titans
as they were under more pressure and the defenders
as Jesse Arthars was able to score in the corner. The
talking point of a game was referee Todd Smith's
decision to bin Tino Fa'asuamaleaui for repeated
infringements that looked very harsh. The Broncos
then ran wild over the Titans with initially a penalty
goal was kicked by Adam Reynolds before they added
quick tries through Kurt Capewell and Reece Walsh to
score. The Titans were down by 16 but never looked

like they lost hope as they continued to attack as
Kruise Leeming got his first NRL try after the Titans
looked to spread the ball down their left which they
had success at all night. A loose ball was the Broncos
friend yet again as Selwyn Cobbo swooped on a loose
pass initially kicking it forward before picking it up
and with his speed was never getting swapped. Adam
Reynolds subsequently added a field goal to give a
43-20 lead. The Titans added a late try through Khan-
Pereira which was off the back of the short kick-off
being tapped by the Broncos into open space and
picked up by the Titans. Tanah Boyd broke Rugby
League nerd fans hearts when he converted to make
the score 43-26 at full time. JOSH ROBERTSON

The Canberra Raiders have come out victorious
against the St George lllawarra Dragons by 20 points
to 14 on Sunday afternoon at GIO Stadium.

Neither side troubled the scorers for much of
the second half - Tautau Moga finally getting the
Dragons first points just a minute from the break.

To their credit, both teams displayed solid defence
throughout but the attack was certainly lacking.
Moga’s try was unconverted for a 4-0 lead at the
break for the visitors.

After the break, it was the Raiders who were first to
get on the scoreboard with a try by Sebastian Kris in
the 45th minute, followed by a successful conversion
from Jarrod Croker. They added a penalty goal soon

after, before asin bin for Nick Cotric delivered atry to
Mathew Feagai, levelling scores in the 53rd minute.
Canberra didn't back down though, and responded
with tries from Matthew Timoko and Hudson Young
in the 62nd and 72nd minutes respectively, both
converted by Croker. Moga scored his second try for
the Dragons in the 77th minute via an intercept, but it
wasn't enough to secure the win.

The crowd of 13,817 was treated to an exciting and
closely contested match, with both teams putting in
astrong effort. However, it was the Raiders who were
able to come out on top, with a final score of 20-14.
The Raiders will be looking to build on this win - their
third of the season - in the coming rounds, while the
Dragons will be looking to bounce back from this loss
on ANZAC Day when they face the Roosters. TIM
COSTELLO

In front of a packed 27,655 crowd at Commbank
Stadium, Parramatta have put on a show for their
home fans and recorded a 30-4 win over rivals
Canterbury on Sunday afternoon.

Canterbury lost potent outside back Jacob Kiraz,

adding an already-mounting injury toll early on.
It took until the quarter-mark of the match before
the scoreboard began to tick, but once it did the
Eels surged to a 16-0 lead before the Dogs put the
brakes on their go-forward. It was pure carnage for
Canterbury once Will Penisini broke through their
line, and from the set after that try, the tryscorer
provided an assist for Moses and suddenly the Eels

led 12-0. Maika Sivo’s first try pushed the scoreline
out to 16-0 and things were looking desperate until
the visitors found a bit more defensive resolve.

The Bulldogs scored first after the break, Paul Alamoti
getting the ball down in the 50th minute - but the Eels
eventually put the game beyond doubt inside the final
twenty, Reagan Campbell-Gillard crashing over. A late

try for Sivo - his second of the match - secured the
victory in the final minutes.

The loss sees hoth sides with a 3-4 record after seven
rounds - next week the Eels host Brishane in Darwin
while Canterbury are at home to Cronulla at Accor
Stadium. TIM COSTELLO



ROUND 7 RESULTS

SOUTHS 36 (C. Graham 2, A. Johnston, L. Mitchell, . Tass, C. Walker
tries; L. Mitchell 6 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 14 (E. Aitken, ).
Marshall-King tries; . Isaako 3 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.
Date: Thu, 13th April. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Dolphins 14-6.
Penalties: Souths 8-2. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 23,280.
DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Jennings; Nikorima,
Katoa; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Stone, Bromwich, Lemuelu,
Gilbert. Int; Ese'ese, Collins, Nicholls, Donoghoe.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, Ilias;
Sele, Cook, Burgess, Koloamatangi, Host, Murray (C). Int: Arrow,
Cartwright, Suluka-Fifita, Moale.

CRONULLA 22 (B. Brailey, M. Moylan, R. Mulitalo, B. Nikora tries;
N. Hynes 3 goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 12 (E. Butcher, B. Smith tries;
S. Walker 2 goals) AT POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 14th April. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Sydney 12-8.
Penalties: Cronulla 14-4. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 11,489.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes (C); Kaufusi, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, McInnes.
Int: Hunt, Graham, Williams, Hazelton.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Sua’alii, Manu, Paulo; Keary, Walker;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Butcher, Radley. Int:
Hutchison, Whyte, May, Lodge.

MANLY 18 (L. Croker, T. Trbojevic tries; D. Cherry-Evans 5 goals)
DEFEATED MELBOURNE 8 (W. Warbrick try; ). Pezet 2 goals) AT
4PINES PARK.

Date: Fri, 14th April. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Manly 10-6.
Penalties: Manly 9-6. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 13,573.

MANLY: Trhojevic, Saah, Parker, Harper, Tuaimalo Vaega; Johns,
Cherry-Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Trbojevic, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi,
Aloiai. Int: Weekes, Bullemor, Woods, Sipley.

MELBOURNE: Munster, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Pezet,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Garlick, MacDonald, Eisenhuth, Sims.

WARRIORS 22 (). Curran, A. Fonua-Blake, E. Kosi, D. Walker tries;
S.Johnson 3 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 14 (R. Cotter, V. Holmes,
M. Taulagi tries; V. Holmes goal) AT MT SMART STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 15th April. Kickoff: 5:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 10-8.
Penalties: Warriors 9-7. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 23,695.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Kosi, Montoya, Pompey, Watene-
Zelezniak; Walker, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Lussick, Tevaga, Ford,
Curran, Harris (C). Int; Afoa, Sironen, Ale.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); Hess, Robson, Granville, Gosiewski, Nanai,
Taumalolo (C). Int: Dunn, Cotter, Chester, Taunoa-Brown.

PENRITH 16 (J. Salmon, B. To'o tries; . Cleary 3 goals; N. Cleary 2
field goals) DEFEATED NEWCASTLE 15 (P. Crossland, T. Frizell, T.
Gamble tries; L. Miller goal; T. Gamble field goal) AT MCDONALD
JONES STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 15th April. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 14-6.
Penalties: Penrith 9-6. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 26,084.
NEWCASTLE: Miller, Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell (C), Fitzgibbon,
Croker. Int: Mann, Hetherington, Johns, Jones.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary (C);
Leota, Kenny, Eisenhuth, Martin, Hosking, Yeo. Int; Sorensen,
Luke, Leniu, Salmon.

BRISBANE 43 (J. Arthars, K. Capewell, S. Cobbo, H. Farnworth, E.
Mam, ). Riki, R. Walsh tries; A. Reynolds 7 goals; A. Reynolds field
goal) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 26 (A. Khan-Pereira 2, K. Leeming, P.
Sami tries; T. Boyd 5 goals) AT CBUS SUPER STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 15th April. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 14-10.
Penalties: Gold Coast 8-7. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 26,563.
GOLD COAST: Campbell, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami;
Foran, Boyd: Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson,
Liu. Int: Leeming, Clark, Vuna, Fa'asuamaleaui.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Jensen, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Palasia, Hetherington, Taupau.

CANBERRA 20 (S. Kris, M. Timoko, H. Young tries; ). Croker 4 goals)
DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 14 (. Moga 2, M. Feagai tries;
Z. Lomax goal) AT GIO STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 16th April. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: St George
[Ilawarra 4-0. Penalties: St George Illawarra 4-3. Referee: Gerard
Sutton. Crowd: 13,817.

CANBERRA: Kris, Cotric, Croker (C), Timoko, Hopoate; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Saulo, Harawira-Naera.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Moga;
Amone, Hunt (C); Musgrove, Mbye, Lawrie, Bird, Su’A, De Belin.
Int: Liddle, Couchman, Kerr, Molo.

PARRAMATTA 30 (M. Sivo 2, R. Campbell-Gillard, M. Moses, W.
Penisini tries; M. Moses 5 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 4 (P.
Alamoti try) AT COMMBANK STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 16th April. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Parramatta 16-0.
Penalties: Parramatta 9-3. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 27,655.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Russell, Dunster;
Brown, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hands, Paulo, Lane, Matterson,
Hopgood. Int: Cartwright, Greig, Makatoa, Doorey.

CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Okunbor; Burton
(C), Flanagan; King, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Waddell, Preston,
Faitala-Mariner. Int: Reynolds, Sutton, Topine, Davey.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 7

Pos | Team

PENRITH

MANLY

DOLPHINS 7

10| GOLDCOAST

PARRAMATTA

CANBERRA

NORTH QLD

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Cameron Murray (South Sydney) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000
Davvy Moale (South Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact - trip: $1000
Kenny Bromwich (Dolphins) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
Nat Butcher (Sydney) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
Brandon Smith (Sydney) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Trent Loiero (Melbourne) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Ray Tuiamalo Vaega (Manly) Grade 2 Shoulder Charge: 2 matches
Tui Kamikamica (Melbourne) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 2 matches
Justin Olam (Melbourne) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800
Keenan Palasia (Brishane) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
13 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

10 POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos)

9POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Eels)

8 POINTS

Nathan Cleary (Panthers), Reece Walsh (Broncos), Nicho Hynes
(Sharks), Cameron Munster (Storm), Latrell Mitchell (Rabbitohs),
Ben Hunt (Dragons)

7POINTS
Dylan Edwards (Panthers), Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow (Dolphins)



ROUND 8
SOUTH SYDNEY 20 PENRITH 18

South Sydney staged a comeback in the last ten minutes
of play to snatch an epic 20-18 victory over the Penrith
Panthers at Accor Stadium to open the NRLs ANZAC
Round.

[twasafranticopeningto the round opener at Homebush
and hoth sides exchanged sets of six at will. Penrith had
agreat chance inside the first few minutes, however, as
was evident in the first half. Their attacking execution
|eft a lot to be desired with those chances going astray
due to poor execution on the final tackle. Jarome Luai
and Nathan Cleary struggled to get the kicking game
right in the first half. Off a Zac Hosking error, Souths
turned defence into attack and created havoc with the

Penrith defence causing all sorts of problems. Off the
hack of a couple of cheap set restarts, Damien Cook
took advantage of the Penrith ruck and broke out of
the tackle of Matt Eisenhuth and Moses Leota to collect
the first try of the evening. Latrell Mitchell added the
conversion to give the Rabbitohs a 6-0 lead. Souths
had a number of great attacking opportunities to build
upon their 60 lead, but the Penrith defence was able
to hold firm with Sunia Turuva defending magnificently
on the left edge for the Panthers. Penrith's defensive
resilience proved decisive in the dying moments in
the first half. They were out of sync for all of the first
half, but the Panthers hit back in the dying moments.
A great run from Spencer Leniu set the Panthers up for
success before Cleary and Dylan Edwards linked up with
Stephen Crichton to get the Panthers back in the contest
and with his conversion from the sideline. Penrith

levelled the scores at 6-6 at the break.

One of the game's most bizarre turns took when Mitchell
went short off a goalHine dropout which failed to break
the 10 metre plane. From there, Crichton added the
cheap penalty goal as Penrith took their first lead of the
contest. This lead didn't last too long for the visitors.
Following a short ball from Cody Walker, Mitchell
crashed over from short range to cross for the Rabbitohs
to re-take the lead for the home-side. But, that lead
only lasted fifteen minutes or so they thought. Cleary
grubbered which lead Chee Kam and Milne engage in
anintermission game of tunnel-ball and Tago pounces to
score... however the Bunker spoiled the party spotting a
knock on. Only a minute later, Penrith retook the lead as
abrilliant play from Yeo, Cleary and Edwards who had a3
on 2 and Crichton collected a double to take momentum

into the championship minutes. Five minutes later, a
kick delivered results for the Panthers. A clever cross-
field kick from Cleary found vacant space but Crichton
was jolly on the spot and he grabbed his third. However,
in the last five minutes. Souths delivered a blitzkrieg to
snatch victory away from the Panthers. After a poor kick
from lias, it turned into a pitched battle for the football
which Latrell Mitchell wins and collected his second and
it was a two-point game with seconds on the clock.

From there, llias and Walker combined with Mitchell
who found Alex Johnston down the left. Johnston got
a spectacular offload away to Walker who found Isaiah
Tass and the young centre raced away to win the match
for the South Sydney side. A LUCANTONIO

BRISBANE 26 PARRAMATTA 16

Brishane has continued their red-hot start to their
season defeating the Parramatta Eels by 26-16 in greasy
conditions at TIO Stadium in Darwin this evening.

In front of a sell-out crowd in Darwin, Brishane got on
the scoreboard after just five minutes when Eels skipper
Clint Gutherson was penalised in front of the posts for
an illegal strip on Broncos hooker Billy Walters. Adam
Reynolds took the easy penalty on offer and it was an
early 2-0 lead to the visitors. The Broncos then scored
the first try of the night through a costly error from

Eels winger Sean Russell who spilled an Adam Reynolds
homb. Herbie Farnworth was there to pick up the scraps
to spin away from Gutherson in cover to score a gift.
Reynolds™ attempt hit the upright and it was 6-0 to
Brishane. Parramatta hit hack just moments later when
Clint Gutherson toed through a Dylan Brown grubber to
score the Eels first try of the night. Moses converted the
try to even the score a quarter way through the match.
The Eels lead was fleeting however, when Broncos
five-eighth Ezra Mam bust the line minutes later and
delivered a beautiful flick pass to his halves partner
Reynolds who scored under the sticks. The skipper then

converted his own try and it was 12-6. Brishane then
exploded with two more tries, the first through Ezra
Mam who was on the spot to collect a Kotoni Staggs bat
back from the edge of the dead ball line. Staggs then had
his own try minutes later when he collected an Adam
Reynolds kick which ballooned back into his arms to
blow the lead out to 22-6 at halftime.

The Broncos then received back-to-back penalties
following a controversial Sin Bin decision on Eels
backrower J'Maine Hopgood for a dubious hip drop
tackle. This was followed by a high tackle by Mitchell

Moses which allowed Reynolds to extend the lead by
another four points. The Eels then hit back late with
consecutive tries through their wingers in Maika Sivo
and Sean Russell to narrow lead to 26-16 with fifteen
minutes remaining, however it was a bridge to far for
the Eels who now sit in the bottom half of the ladder
after the opening 8 rounds. The Broncos now face an
in-form South Sydney at Suncorp Stadium next Friday
night in what promises to be an absolute blockbuster.
Parramatta now return to Sydney where they host
Newcastle at CommBank Stadium in the proceeding
game in Round 9. SAM BOURKE

CRONULLA 33 CANTERBURY 20

A first-half hat-trick from Will Kennedy has seen the
Cronulla Sharks defeat the Canterbury-Bankstown
Bulldogs 33-20 to post consecutive wins for the first
time this season.

Leading for all bar the opening minutes during the ANZAC
Round clash, the Sharks extended their dominance over
the Bulldogs to ten wins from their past 12 meetings
along with recording their first victory at Accor Stadium
in five years. Conceding an early penalty goal via the
hoot of Matt Burton, the Sharks were quick to respond

with Briton Nikora breaking through the Bulldogs
defence before finding Kennedy (7th minute) in support
with a clear run to the line. Going the length of the field
in the ensuing set, Kennedy (3th minute) outleapt Hayze
Perham to snare his second in as many minutes. The
Bulldogs worked their way into the contest through a
seven tackle set which allowed returning outside back
Braidon Burns (18th minute) to finish off a right-side
shift. Having scored the first hat-trick of his career
earlier in the season, Kennedy (22nd minute) replicated
the feat with a show-and-go that was upheld by the
bunker despite concerns of an obstruction. Responding
inthe closing stages of the first half, Perham delivered a

classy pass to send Declan Casey (36th minute) over in
the corner to send the Bulldogs to the sheds trailing by
just four despite an error-riddled first half.

The Sharks were denied a try to Royce Hunt, who was
deemed held up by the referee prior to grounding the
hall, early in the second half but quickly made amends
with Matt Moylan (42nd minute) finishing off an aerial
catch and offload from Ronaldo Mulitalo. Going beyond
two converted tries after the Bulldogs committed an
error ten metres out from the try line, Nicho Hynes
delivered a lovely pass to send Sione Katoa (56th
minute) over for his 50th try in first grade. Named in

the number seven jersey for the first time in his career,
Burton produced a strong run and offload that allowed
Corey Waddell (67th minute) to cross for a consolation
four-pointer. The Sharks butchered a try in the closing
stages with Mulitalo putting a hand on the dead ball
line prior to grounding, but it proved inconsequential
as a late penalty and field goal from Hynes saw the
visitors run out 33-20 victors. Next week, the Bulldogs
will head to Wollongong on Sunday afternoon to take
on the Dragons, while the Sharks host the Cowboys on
Thursday evening on home soil. ROB CROSBY

NORTH QLD 18 NEWCASTLE 16

An absolute thriller in Townsville has left everybody
on the edge of their seats as the North Queensland
Cowhoys have taken a much needed 18-16 victory over
the Newcastle Knights at Queensland Country Bank
Stadium.

Neither side could say that they were at their best
during the opening forty minutes with both sides
struggling with some basic errors killing any momentum
they were looking to create. The Cowboys saw off an
early threat from the Knights after a Lachie Miller error
blew a strong chance for Newcastle. The Cowboys took
advantage when they started to gain some momentum
which saw Scott Drinkwater to the line and then slide
through the space before linking back up with Reece

Robson to score under the sticks. The easy conversion
from Vial Holmes gave the North Queenslanders a 6-0
lead. One of the biggest sins in Rugby League is not
completing a set after points and for the Cowboys this
came back to bite them when Tom Dearden’s failure to
catch the kick-off put the Knights in good field position
which they took advantage of. The Knights took
advantage of the field position when Greg Marzhew
was able to get over after the Newcastle attack drew
in the Cowboys defence. Newcastle were denied a try
just after the twenty mark when Dom Young lost the ball
short of the line trying to regather a kick. Just a matter
of minutes later, the Cowboys took advantage of the
ensuing field position when Kyle Feldt got over in the
corner with a big dive. The conversion from Valentine
Holmes from the sideline gave the Cowboys a 12-6 lead.

Despite having most of the possession and field position,
the Cowboys could only manage a six-point lead at the
break despite Vialentine Holmes missing a penalty goal
attempt on the stroke of half-time.

An absolute brain explosion from Murray Taulagi put
the Cowboys into a precarious position after he was
given ten minutes in the sin bin for a late shoulder
charge on Kalyn Ponga. The Knights took full advantage
of the overlap as Dom Young was able to cross in the
corner after Ponga drew in the defence. Trailing by
two and doing not much else in the sin bin period, the
Knights looked to struggle to take advantage but they
did when some luck went their way getting six again
hefore Jackson Hastings drew in defence before turning
the ball back inside to Lachlan Fitzgibbon who went

through almost untouched. A successful conversion
from Lachie Miller was good and put the Knights out to
a four-point lead. Luck continued to be on the Knights
side but they couldn't take advantage of their strong
field position and it was the Cowboys who went up the
other end when Valentine Holmes went through some
poor defence before linking up with Tom Dearden to
score. The conversion from close range put the Cowboys
in the lead again. Both sides continued to give their
opponents chances with poor kicks and errors handing
the opposition both possession and field position but
neither side could take advantage. The Knights had the
momentum up to full time but poor decision making hurt
them and the Cowboys held on for an 18-16 win. JOSH
ROBERTSON



DOLPHINS 28 GOLD COAST 26

The Dolphins took bragging rights in their derby clash
against Gold Coast Titans, 28-26 in a comeback effort at
Brishane Stadium on Sunday afternoon.

If there ever was a game that summed up the game of
two halves cliche this was it. Titans poured on 26 points
in the first half before the Dolphins swam against the
tide and piled on 28 straight to take the two points. AJ
Brimson was back at custodian for the Titans and was
heavily involved in their work. The first points from
the visitors came from the hoot after a strip on Tino
Faasuamaleaui which allowed Tanah Boyd to give them
a2-0 lead. From there, it was an avalanche of points for

the Titans. Brimson broke through the line in a match
race with Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow before he turned it
inside to former Knight Chris Randall who strolled away.
The big men were the next to get over the stripe for the
Titans. Isaac Liu dummied before he sliced through then
Fa'asuamaleaui went through a huge gap to get himself a
four-pointer and make it 20-0 for the visitors. It seemed
like the Titans were making breaks at will and it showed
in their fourth try. Another long break from Randall saw
Boyd loom large on the inside and take his personal tally
to fourteen as the Titans led 26-0. Dolphins did find
some solace late in the first half from a high kick. It was
spilled by Brimson right into the path of Kodi Nikorima
who sent it wide to Robert Jennings for the simplest
finish for the score.

Coming out of the break, Dolphins felt just fine.
Nikorima was heavily involved again and combined with
a rampaging Mark Nicholls who dived over from close
range and gave the locals something to dream about.
Once again, it was a forward that bustled through for
the Dolphins. It was former Titan Jarrod Wallace, who
showed off his grip skills to maintain possession and
touch down for a 26-18 score line and belief rippled
around the stadium. The hosts should've leaped free
willy style into the lead but Jennings bombed it twice.
The first, Tabuai-Fidow lept high and passed it to the
winger who fell away with no one around then he looked
to have scored but it was ruled a knock on. Third time
was a charm for Jennings. It was another passage on
the left side and he was presented with a simple finish

which got everyone around up and about as it became
26-24 with 15 minutes to go. There felt like an air
of inevitability around the Dolphins completing the
comeback. It came in the 76th minute. A short pass saw
Euan Aitken steam onto the ball and stretch out to touch
the sky and the try line to complete the task, 28-26.
Titans had a late rally in the final minutes but the ball
died with David Fifita in the final stages as they suffered
the ignominy of defeat. It felt like the visitors were
monstar'd in the second half and fell into a hole much
like last week and might be cracking out the tackling
bags during the week. JUSTIN DAVIES

MANLY 22 WESTS TIGERS 16

The Sea Eagles picked up their fourth win of the year in
an ugly, 22-16 wet-weather victory over the last placed
Wests Tigers, but the 70th minute injury to star fullback
Tom Trbojevic dampened the result.

Manly also had centre Brad Parker and forward Toafofoa
Sipley nursing injuries late in the game in what could
well be a costly victory. Manly opened the scoring
in the 8th minute through a brilliant team try that
spanned 90 metres. From the play the ball, Haumole
Olakau'atu refused to be grassed despite the attention

of 3 defenders before getting an offload away to Morgan
Harper, who ran 20 metres before linking with Jason
Saab in the clear, who then turned it back inside to
Tom Trhojevic who drew the cover defender and then
offloaded to Daly Cherry-Evans who strolled away to
score. Reuben Garrick converted. Shortly after, the
rain started to fall steadily and refused to ease for the
remainder of the game. It didn't seem to deter the Manly
attack who put on another try in the 20th minute when
Olakau'atu was handed the ball for a ruck run to set up
for the next play, by Cherry-Evans, however the big man
strolled far too easily through the Tigers line and scored
a ridiculously soft try. Garrick converted. Both sides

struggled to produce anything threatening at the end
of their sets, while ball handling steadily worsened due
to the greasy conditions, as the match wore on. After a
Tom Trbojevic dropped ball, the Tigers received back-to-
back set restarts. The pressure got too much for Manly
as the Tigers shifted the ball right to Charlie Staines,
who performed a spectacular dive to score in the corner.
Brandon Wakeham converted from the sideline. At
halftime Manly held a 12-6 lead.

Garrick kicked a penalty goal in the 44th minute to give
Manly a 2 try buffer. Too their credit, the Tigers refused
to yield and from the back of a scrumin the 56th minute,

Api Koroisau ran for the line, shrugged off a tackle
and crawled his way over to score a much needed and
brilliant solo try. Wakeham added the extras. Starford
Toa scored in the 64th minute when he ran straight
through two atrocious tackle attempts by Manly to give
the Tigers the lead. Wakeham failed to convert. Manly
reclaimed the lead in the 71st minute when a bomb by
Cherry-Evans found it's way into the hands of Saab who
then scored in the corner. Garrick added the extras and
four minutes later, potted another penalty goal to give
Manly a 22-16 victory. ANDREW FERGUSON

SYDNEY 27 ST GEO ILLA 26

A 76th minute field goal by Roosters halfback Luke
Keary was got the Roosters back on the winners board,
while the Dragons have suffered their third straight loss
by 6 points or less.

The Roosters opened the scoring after just 4 minutes
when Egan Butcher received a short ball from Victor
Radley and then ran through a huge gap for 30 metres,
drew the fullback before passing to James Tedesco who
raced 30 metres to score under the posts. Joseph Suaalii
converted the try. The momentum shortly after shifted
and the Dragons began to dominate field position,
which they converted to points in the 14th minute when
the Dragons shifted the ball left where Moses Suli got
a poor pass to Tautau Moga, who not only reeled it in,
but had a frightfully narrow passage to the line and yet

somehow he managed to stay in the field of the play and
score despite plenty of defenders around. Zac Lomax
converted to level the scores. The Dragons continue
to dominate possession and field position, but an error
on halfway, invited the Roosters down their end and
in the 21st minute, Jared Waerea-Hargreaves produced
a stunning short pass to the straight running Victor
Radley, who hit a gap and scored a try near the posts.
Suaalii converted and 5 minutes later, he extended the
margin further with a penalty goal. Momentum stayed
with the Roosters and in the 29th minute, they crossed
again when Luke Keary took on the line himself, snuck
through and scored a good solo try. Suaalii converted
again and the Roosters were looking like they were
getting ready to take the game away from the Dragons.
The Dragons though reduced the margin in the 34th
minute when a Ben Hunt bomb was contested by 4
players. None of them touched the ball, which then

hounced off Paul Momirovski's back and into the waiting
hands of Jack Bird, who dived over to score. Lomax
converted the try. At halftime the Roosters held a 20-12
[ead.

The Roosters opened scoring in the second half just
5 minutes after play resumed when they shifted the
hall left, close to the Dragons line, where eventually
it gets to Joseph Manu who got hetween the final two
defenders and powered his way over for a try. Suaalii
converted. The Dragons then produced a 10 minute
scoring blitz that got the scores levelled up with 20
minutes to go. In the 5ist minute The ball went out to
Tyrell Sloan on the right side, who somehow got outside
his defender, exploded through a half-gap before getting
a glorious flick pass to Moga who raced down the
sideline and dived over to score in the corner. Lomax
failed to convert from out wide. From the restart the

Dragons went the length of the field before shifting
the ball to Suli on the right side, who raced downfield
hefore firing a perfect ball inside to the unmarked Sloan,
who stepped inside the cover defence and scored under
the posts. Lomax converted. In the 58th minute, the
Dragons crossed again down the right side, when Moses
bumped off a defender and then offloaded to Moga who
|eapt and scored miraculously in the corner, injuring
his shoulder in the process. Lomax failed to convert
from touch leaving the scores level at 26 apiece. Just
5 minutes later, Victor Radley was sin binned for an
alleged high shoulder that looked more like a head
clash. The Roosters started to regain momentum and in
the 74th minute, Keary potted a field goal to give his side
amuch needed 1 point victory. ANDREW FERGUSON

MELBOURNE 30 WARRIORS 22

The Melbourne Storm have recorded a 30-22 victory
tonight over the New Zealand Warriors in front of a
packed crowd of 23,469 at AAMI Park to finish a superb
ANZAC Round.

The victory brings Melbourne's winning streak over New
Zealand to a whopping 14 straight games. The Warriors
looked in control of the game for the majority of the
first half, but in the end it was injuries to key men Jazz
Tevaga, Tohu Harris, Charnze Nicoll-Klokstad, and Bayley
Sironen which saw them run out of steam in the dying
stages. Melbourne looked very timid in the opening
stages, and the away side took advantage early on. Off
the back of a penalty and subsequent six again call, the
Warriors utilised the first attacking set of the game, with
Jackson Ford breaking through a very passive defensive
line to open the points in the 5th minute. The Shaun

Johnson conversion took the scoreline to 6-0. An error in
the set after points from the Warriors invited Melbourne
to hit back, and Reimis Smith very nearly did that for his
side, but the bunker ruled a knock on with the tryline
beckoning. The Warriors slid straight back into their
strong starting form, with Shaun Johnson taking his side
downfield and winning a dropout. In just the following
set, the Warriors extended their lead through DWZ on
the right edge, with the scoreline now reading 12-0 in
just the 13th minute. But all it took was one play from
Cameron Munster to get his team to hit back. A sublime
40/20 won the Storm some much needed field position
and possession, and only a few plays later saw Justin
Olam crash over for Melbourne’s first points of the night
in the 16th minute. But the game continued at its ripper
pace, so it only took another five minutes before the
Warriors were back over the white stripe through an
easy Addin Fonua-Blake crash play through the middle.

At 18-6 in just the 22nd minute, the game finally settled
down a little. With the half-time siren begging, things
began to fall in Melbourne’s favour. Cameron Munster
finally cracked the resilient New Zealand defensive
line in the 36th minute to close the gap, and just a few
minutes later Dylan Walker was sent to the sin bin for a
head slam, meaning Melbourne now had an extra player
to work with. On top of that, Tohu Harris was confirmed
to be out for the game through injury.

Despite trailing 18-12 to start the second half, Melbourne
certainly had the momentum. But not for long. Some
magic from the Warriors somehow sent DWZ over for
his second of the night on the right edge in the 45th
minute, despite them still being down to 12 players.
Just a few minutes later, Melbourne found a try of
their own thanks to a perfect Xavier Coates kick infield
to Nick Meaney chasing through. With the Warriors

holding a four point lead, and half an hour still on the
clock, the game entered a more conservative stage
which would last until the full time siren. Nick Meaney
scored his second try of the night in the 58th minute in
controversial fashion, and then converted his own try to
give Melbourne a 24-22 lead. New Zealand failed to add
any more points to their total as their players dropped
like flies all around them. Melbourne were able toice the
cake in the 77th minute through some crafty work out of
dummy half from Harry Grant, bringing the final full time
score to 30-22 Storm's way. Melbourne will be treated
to the bye next week, while the Warriors will have to
lick their wounds before facing off against the Sydney
Roosters in Auckland on Sunday. They'll be sweating
over the availability of a number of players who went
down injured in tonight's game. LACHLAN MCINTYRE



ROUND 8 RESULTS

SOUTHS 20 (L. Mitchell 2, D. Cook, I. Tass tries; L. Mitchell 2 goals)
DEFEATED PENRITH 18 (S. Crichton 3 tries; S. Crichton 3 goals) AT
ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 20th April. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: 6-all. Penalties:
Penrith 5-3. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 19,548.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, llias;
Arrow, Cook, Sele, Chee-Kam, Host, Murray (C). Int: Burgess,
Cartwright, Suluka-Fifita, Moale.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary (C);
Leota, Kenny, Eisenhuth, Sorensen, Hosking, Yeo. Int: Luke, Smith,
Leniu, Salmon.

BRISBANE 26 (H. Farnworth, E. Mam, A. Reynolds, K. Staggs tries;
A. Reynolds 5 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 16 (C. Gutherson, S.
Russell, M. Sivo tries; M. Moses 2 goals) AT TI0 STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 21st April. Kickoff: 7:30 PM. Halftime: Brishane 22-6.
Penalties: Brisbane 4-3. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 11,864.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson,
Russell; Brown, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hodgson, Paulo, Lane,
Cartwright, Matterson. Int: Hopgood, Hands, Greig, Doorey.
BRISBANE: Walsh, Oates, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Jensen, Hetherington, Taupau.

CRONULLA 33 (W. Kennedy 3, S. Katoa, M. Moylan tries; N. Hynes
6 goals; N. Hynes field goal) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 20 (B.
Burns, D. Casey, C. Waddell tries; M. Burton 3, K. Flanagan goals)
ATACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 22nd April. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 18-14.
Penalties: Canterbury 7-5. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 12,148.
CANTERBURY: Perham, Casey, Averillo, Alamoti, Burns; Flanagan,
Burton (C); King, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Waddell, Preston,
Faitala-Mariner. Int: Reynolds, Okunbor, Davey, Sutton.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes (C); Kaufusi, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, McInnes.
Int: Graham, Williams, Hunt, Hazelton.

NORTH QLD 18 (T. Dearden, K. Feldt, R. Robson tries; V.. Holmes 3
goals) DEFEATED NEWCASTLE 16 (L. Fitzgibbon, G. Marzhew, D.
Young tries; L. Miller 2 goals) AT QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK
STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 22nd April. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: North QLD 12-6.
Penalties: Newcastle 7-3. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 17.970.
NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Gosiewski, Nanai, Granville.
Int: Cotter, Chester, Taunoa-Brown, Dunn.

NEWCASTLE: Miller, Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell (C), Fitzgibbon,
Mann. Int: Ponga (C), Saifiti, Croker, Hetherington.

DOLPHINS 28 (R. Jennings 2, E. Aitken, M. Nicholls, ). Wallace
tries; J. Isaako 4 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 26 (T. Boyd,
T. Falasuamaleaui, I. Liu, C. Randall tries; T. Boyd 5 goals) AT
SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 23rd April. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 26-6.
Penalties: 4-all. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 22,034,

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Jennings; Nikorima,
Katoa; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Eseese, Kaufusi, Lemuelu,
Gilbert. Int: Wallace, Nicholls, Stone, Donoghoe.

GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Sami, Fifita; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson, Liu.
Int: Campbell, Leeming, Clark, Mikaele.

MANLY 22 (D. Cherry-Evans, H. Olakau'atu, ). Saab tries; R. Garrick
5 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 16 (A. Koroisau, C. Staines,
S. To'a tries; B. Wakeham 2 goals) AT CAMPBELLTOWN SPORTS
STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 23rd April. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Manly 12-6.
Penalties: Manly 7-3. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 10,033.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Staines, To'a, Kepaoa, Tupou; Wakeham,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Ofahengaue, Twal, Talau, Simpkin.

MANLY: Trbojevic, Saab, Parker, Harper, Garrick; Schuster, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Trbojevic, Olakau‘atu, Bullemor, Aloiai.
Int: Fainu, Keppie, Woods, Sipley.

SYDNEY 27 (L. Keary, ). Manu, V. Radley, ). Tedesco tries; . Suaali
5 goals; L. Keary field goal) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 26
(T. Moga 3, ). Bird, T. Sloan tries; Z. Lomax 3 goals) AT ALLIANZ
STADIUM.

Date: Tue, 25th April. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Sydney 20-12.
Penalties: St George Illawarra 8-4. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd:
40,191.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Suaali'i, Momirovski, Paulo; Manu,
Keary; Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Crichton,
Radley. Int: Hutchison, Tupouniua, Lodge, Whyte.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Moga;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Mbye, Lawrie, Murdoch-Masila, Bird, De
Belin. Int: Liddle, Couchman, Kerr, Hunt.

MELBOURNE 30 (N. Meaney 2, H. Grant, C. Munster, J. Olam
tries; N. Meaney 5 goals) DEFEATED WARRIORS 22 (D. Watene-
Zelezniak 2, A. Fonua-Blake, ). Ford tries; S. Johnson 3 goals) AT
AAMIPARK.

Date: Tue, 25th April. Kickoff: 7:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 18-12.
Penalties: Melbourne 7-5. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 23,469.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Sims, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int: Asofa-
Solomona, Garlick, Pene, Wishart.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Montoya,
Pompey, Kosi; Walker, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Lussick, Tevaga,
Ford, Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Sironen, Curran, Afoa, Ale.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 8
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Jmaine Hopgood (Parramatta) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800
Ezra Mam (Brishane) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match

Payne Haas (Brisbane) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
Murray Taulagi (North Qld) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $750
Aaron Woods (Manly) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $750

Victor Radley (Sydney) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Dylan Walker (Warriors) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $2500
LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM m
PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD

14 POINTS

Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

12 POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos)

11POINTS
Latrell Mitchell (Rabbitohs)

10 POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

9POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos), Mitchell Moses (Eels)
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Cronulla Sharks have piled on the points in their 44-6
win over North Queensland Cowboys in front of 8,148
fans at Shark Park.

The Sharks won three games in a row for the first
time in 2023 after they embarrassed the Cowboys
in a performance which saw the left side of the
hosts feast led by the current Dally M medalist

Nicho Hynes. From the opening minute, it looked a
mismatch. Cowboys dropped the ball from their first
touch and the Sharks took advantage right away with
Sifa Talakai strolling over from a Hynes pass to make
it 6-0. Hynes had his hands all over this performance
tonight. He kicked nine goals and was instrumental
in a majority of their tries which saw them move up
to second spot on the NRL premiership ladder. The
Sharks showed all the skills. Briton Nikora stabbed
through a kick which saw Jesse Ramien score then
Hynes floated a pass to Sione Katoa who pushed off
some feeble defense to get the hosts third and make

it 20-0. Cowboys did get some life late in the half. Tom
Dearden sliced through then the follow up pass goes
to Kyle Feldt who gave Ronaldo Mulitalo a wicked
fend to get the visitors on the scoreboard.

Sharks came out of the break and felt just fine.
Mulitalo got in on the action with a pair of four
pointers before the hour mark which came from
Talakai passes as the score line started to blow out.
They added two more tries to make it 44-6. Hynes
had the simpliest job when the Cowboys spilled a
homb right into his path then Jack Williams steamed

onto a Matt Moylan pass for the final score. Cowboys
will want to forget this night quickly. They had Scott
Drinkwater and Jeremiah Nanai binned in the contest
while they lost Chad Townsend, Tom Chester and Kyle
Feldt to injury during the game. For his magnificent
performance, Hynes was awarded the Paul Green
medal which honoured the late foothaller who was
involved with both clubs. Sharks have a battle of
the aquatic animals next week against the Dolphins.
JUSTIN DAVIES

A maiden NRL hattrick from Clint Gutherson has
helped spark the Parramatta Eels premiership
chances with a resounding 4312 victory over
Newcastle at CommBank Stadium.

The Newcastle Knights started the match in
disastrous fashion. A poor Kurt Mann pass was put
down by Mat Croker which gave the Parramatta side
an early chance to strike. On their first chance in the
red zone. The Eels were electric and struck with force.
Dylan Brown showed and goes past three defenders
to cross for the first try of the evening. Mitch Moses
converted to give Parramatta an early 6-0 lead. Five
minutes later, Newcastle hit back almost immediately
after earning two set restarts and placing pressure on
the Eels line. A clever Jackson Hastings grubber sat up

for Croker who gets some redemption to cross for the
Knights. Lachie Miller knocked over the conversion
from next to the posts and we were locked up. It
wasn't that way for long, following a great run from
Hopgood. Moses took matters into his own hands
to re-take the lead for the Eels when he beat some
would-be tacklers to make it a 12-6 contest after
a lull period where both sides traded errors. The
Knights fell asleep at marker and allowed Gutherson
to reach out for the easiest of tries and an 18-6 lead.
Gutho thought he had two in a matter of minutes but
the custodian lost the ball in an attempt to ground it.
The Eels didn't need to wait long though and finished
the first half with a flurry. Some poor interior defence
from the Knights left edge sent Will Penisini away
before Lachie Miller saved the day. On the ensuing
tackle, Gutherson collects his second in an identical
fashion to his first. From the next set, the Eels caught

Dane Gagai out of position which allowed Brown to
stroll through before linking up with Sean Russell to
give the Eels a convincing half-time lead of 30-6.

Problems continued with the Newcastle defence
throughout the second half and it wasn't long before
the Eels added to their 24-point halftime lead. A great
burst down the right-hand side from Moses who was
exposing the Knights left edge defence. Moses found
Gutherson and he had a hat trick. The Eels should've
had more than they had but execution at the final
moment was letting them down in their pursuit of
a half-century. This lack of execution allowed the
Newcastle Knights back into the contest and forced
several repeat sets on the Eels line. This proved to
be too much as great structure saw Hastings and
Miller combine with their right edge which allowed
Dom Young to score in the corner for the visitors and

reduce the gap to 24 points. The points were in vain
though as Parramatta put the icing on a dominating
victory. The procession continued when Hopgood
stood inthe tackle and got the arm free which allowed
Paulo to get possession and barge over. Moses added
adisrespectful field goal to secure a 31-point victory.
It was a resounding form boost for the Eels who have
been inconsistent to start the year. They can take a
lot of attacking confidence from tonight heading
into the critical Origin period. For the Knights, their
defence was simply atrocious, and their left edge has
several red flags with Ponga missing 12 tackles out of
his 23 attempts, as well as the abductor injury to lock
Kurt Mann. They've got the bye instead of a Magic
Round date which will be a big boost to help their
struggling defence. AJ LUCANTONIO

South Sydney has sent a message to the rest of the
NRL competition with a 32-6 thrashing of the first
placed Broncos at Suncorp Stadium this evening.

Souths centre Camphell Graham continued to kick
down the door for selection for the Blues, scoring a
hat-trick and setting up another in a superb display.
Graham was ably supported by Latrell Mitchell who
crossed for a double to provide their side with a huge
win away from home. Brishane was given a reality
check in front of their home fans, suffering just their
second loss of the season. The losses of five-eighth
Ezra Mam and world class prop Payne Haas were
telling for the home side, who failed to get on the
front foot in the second half and could not match

the Bunnies firepower through the middle and out
wide. It was a spicy start in Brishane, when Cameron
Murray was sent to the Sin Bin after just four
minutes for taking out Billy Walters in a try scoring
situation from a kick. Former Bunnies half Adam
Reynolds took advantage of the offer to give his side
an early 2-0 lead. Despite being down a man, South
Sydney responded quickly when halfback Lachlan
Ilias produced a well weighted kick for the in-form
Campbell Graham to score the first try of the night.
Mitchell converted and it was 6-2 to Souths. Brishane
then managed to take advantage of the Murray Sin
Bin, when Reynolds identified the rushing Souths
defence close to the line. The experienced number
seven then produced a lovely harbour bridge pass
for his winger Jesse Arthars who scored a spectacular

try in the corner. Reynolds missed the conversion and
the scores were level at 6 all. The game continued to
see-saw throughout the first half until Graham picked
up his second try off a set play at the scrum, which
saw the NSW hopeful stretch out to score. Mitchell
converted and it was 12-6 at halftime.

The Rabbitohs got off to a hot start following the
break, when Broncos centre Herbie Farnworth spilled
a Lachlan llias kick, however Latrell Mitchell then
swooped on the ball to score a try to give his side
the swing in momentum. It was a forgettable few
minutes for Farnworth, when the Dolphins bound,
centre was then sent to the Sin Bin for an attempted
trip. South Sydney made the home side pay, with
Graham crossing for his third try following some slick

hands from Mitchell and Taane Milne to extend the
Rabbitohs lead to 22-6. After three tries, Campbell
Graham then turned provider producing a superb
offload close to the line to send Cody Walker over
for atry. Michell kicked the conversion to extend the
visitors lead to 28-6 with just over twenty minutes
remaining. Latrell Mitchell then put the icing on the
cake for the Rabbitohs, when he scored his second try
after collecting a loose ball on the ground following
a cross field kick by Lachlan Ilias. The win sees the
Bunnies now move into the Top 4 (pending other
results) and sets up a Magic Round blockbuster
against the Melbourne Storm next Saturday. Brishane
must now regroup before they return to Suncorp
Stadium to host Manly-Warringah on Friday night.
SAM BOURKE

An 83rd minute field goal from Jamal Fogarty has seen
the Canberra Raiders claim a 31-30 victory over the
Dolphins in Wagga Wagga.

Establishing an 18-0 lead inside the opening quarter
only to nearly squander the result prior to Fogarty's
golden point clincher, the Raiders produced their first
win at McDonalds Park since 2019 hefore a crowd of
10,445 supporters. Getting off to a perfect start with
points in the opening set of the match, co-captain
Jarrod Croker (st minute) slid over for his first try
in more than two years following a barnstorming
run from returning winger Jordan Rapana in the

lead up. Outpacing the clock by forcing a repeat set
following points, Jack Wighton (6th minute) put
aside a week of headlines by charging onto a pass
from Corey Horshurgh to give the Raiders a 10-0 lead.
Taking advantage of the Dolphins' poor discipline
and penchant for errors, the Raiders added a penalty
goal midway through the half before Rapana (20th
minute) kept the tries coming with a four-pointer
out wide. Facing an imposing deficit for the second
week in succession, the Dolphins struck back with
Euan Aitken (26th minute) capitalising on retreating
defence to get the visitors on the scoreboard. In
a sliding doors moment which saw Canberra prop
Emre Guler lose control of the ball over the try line, a

break from Jamayne Isaako in the ensuing set allowed
Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow (30th minute) to narrow the
margin to a try. Having lost their momentum late in
the half, the Raiders managed to stabilise and were
rewarded with a long-range effort via Sebastian Kris
(36th minute) to take a 22-12 lead to the sheds.

The Raiders established a buffer of two converted
tries with a penalty goal early in the second half,
yet the Dolphins refused to wilt with Kodi Nikorima
combining with Connelly Lemuelu (57th minute and
61st minute) twice in a matter of minutes to level the
scores at 24-all. Both teams traded tries during the
[atter stages with Fogarty (66th minute) pouncing

on a spilt bomb before Jesse Bromwich (71st minute)
spun over from close range to set up a thrilling finish.
Despite having the better of the opportunities in the
final moments of regulation time, the Raiders failed
to attempt a field goal until the final play of the game
which saw the match head into golden point. Gaining
the field position needed to secure their third win in
succession after an error inside the Dolphins” half, a
delay in play which saw Ray Stone taken from the
field for a head assessment allowed Fogarty the time
to nail his first career field goal. Next week at Magic
Round, the Raiders face the Bulldogs on Friday night,
while the Dolphins are set to clash with the Sharks on
Saturday evening. ROB CROSBY



Gold Coast have executed a snatch-and-grab of the
highest order, coming to Brookvale and leaving with a
26-10 victory over Manly tonight.

Manly had all the running early, with six-agains and
penalties, compounded for the Titans by errors - and
the Sea Eagles indeed were first on the board through
a 9th minute penalty goal. The momentum shifted
after the quarter-mark of the game - the Titans found

themselves in the attacking 20 and a sharp move to
the left saw Alofiana Khan-Pereira grab the first try
of the game out wide. Converted by Boyd, it meant
a6-0 lead for the visitors. Manly appeared aimless at
that point, and four minutes after the try, Toff Sipley
was given a 10-minute spell for a dangerous tackle.
0ff the subsequent set, David Fifita crossed for the
Gold Coast's second before Tanah Boyd added two
more. The Titans looked likely to go into the sheds at
12-2 up, until Khan-Pereira nabbed a second try just

before the siren. While Boyd was unable to convert,
it meant a 16-2 lead at halftime.

Seven minutes into the second half the Titans looked
likely to extend their lead when Brian Kelly bumbled
his way over the line, only to be penalised for a double
movement. On the back of a Daly Cherry-Evans 40/20,
Manly managed to swing the momentum the opposite
way, Sean Keppie scoring at 51 minutes, converted
by Garrick, and then then the Manly back booted

another penalty to bring the score down to 16-10.
It was looking like the Titans might give up another
strong lead just a week after the Dolphins ran them
down, but a Boyd bomb came down favouring Phillip
Sami for the Titans' fourth try. 20-10 became 22-10
when the Sea Eagles conceded a penalty and Boyd
hooted a penalty goal. Eight minutes from fulltime,
the result was sealed when rookie interchange player
Klese Haas added a try of his own, surging the Titans
into the top eight - zt least for tonight. TIM COSTELLO

The Wests Tigers have brought their 8 month winning
drought to an end with a magnificent victory against
defending Premiers Penrith in very wet conditions in
Bathurst.

The Tigers dominated field position, had better
ball control and made more metres than their
more fancied opponents, laying the platform for a
much needed victory. The Tigers spine linked well
and looked far more comfortable in the atrocious
conditions. From the very start of the game, halfhack
Luke Brooks kicked a 40/20 in the very first set of

the game. The Tigers then got a set restart in the
next set which was followed by Api Koroisau very
nearly scores, but on the very next play, Brooks put
in a grubber which Dylan Edwards fails to clean up
and Brandon Wakeham got the ball down for a try.
Wakeham then converted his own try. It took ten
minutes for the Penathers to finally get into the Tigers
20 metres, but on just their second tackle there,
Nathan Cleary grubbered through the line, the ball
hounced perfectly for Tyrone Peachey who scored.
Stephen Crichton converted to level the scores. Both
sides traded sets, playing rather restricted foothall
due to the conditions. Both sides tried to use their

defence to get the advantage but more often than
not, they gave away penalties, but still managed to
force errors as well. In the 29th minute, Crichton
landed a penalty goal to give Penrith the lead, but the
Panthers gave away a penalty right on halftime and
Wakeham's penalty goal meant the score was tied at
8 all at the break.

Just as they did in the first half, the Tigers were irst to
score in the second half, when a passing movement to
the right side saw David Nofoaluma dive over to score
in the corner for his 100th try in the NRL. Wakeham
failed to convert from touch and the Tigers regained

the lead 12-8 with 30 minutes remaining in the game.
In the 56th minute, Cleary got through the Tigers
line and raced for the tryline, but Jahreem Bula’s try
saw Cleary drop the ball. In the 65th minute, a Tigers
drop out failed to go 10 metres and the Panthers got
a penalty, but on the very first tackle, Mitch Kenny
dropped the ball. Klemmer barged over the line in
the 74th minute but he was held up. Penrith looked
like they possibly scored with just 150 seconds left in
the match, but the Bunker found that Tyrone Peachey
had pushed Bula off-the-ball and the Tigers received a
penalty and the Panthers didn't get another chance
with the ball. ANDREW FERGUSON

Sydney Roosters won a wet and wild game 14-0
over New Zealand Warriors at Mt Smart Stadium on
Sunday afternoon.

The Roosters were the first side to hold their
opponents to nil in 2023 after a grinding affair which
saw forwards Nat Butcher and Sitili Tupouniua cross
for the only two tries as they travel back across the
ditch with two points. The wet conditions which

had hit much of the east coast of Australia made its
way to New Zealand in this contest and both teams
were more careful with their handling which saw
the opening stages be an arm wrestle. Our first
points came from the boot. Warriors weren't able to
make it ten metres from their dropout then Joseph
Suaalii stepped up and piloted home the goal to give
the Roosters a 2-0 advantage after four minutes.
Chances were few and far between in the first half.
Dallin Watene-Zelezniak tried to plant the ball down

but he knocked on. Both teams also used the grubber
as a main weapon which was used to good effect.
Roosters did get a four-pointer just before halftime. It
was a quick play-the-ball which gave them the room
and Nat Butcher was able to crash over from close
range for a 8-0 lead going into half-time.

Warriors started the second half on the front foot
forcing a few errors. They went close through
Jackson Ford but he was denied as the wait continued

for the hosts who were being directed around by
Shaun Johnson. The visitors further extended their
advantage from a kick again. Brandon Smith punched
through a low kick and the returning Sitili Tupouniua
was able to touch down. The forward was a key cogin
the Roosters win today. It was an afternoon where
the Warriors handling cruelled them. They made 13
errors across the game and didn't look like troubling
the Roosters defence in the game and suffer back-to-
back defeats. JUSTIN DAVIES

The Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs have embraced
an attacking style of foothall to see themselves score
an upset win over the St George Illawarra Dragons,
beating the joint venture by a score of 18 points to 16
on Sunday Afternoon.

The Bulldogs did well to hold out an early attacking
raid as the Dragons were gifted good field position
from a penalty. As soon as they got the ball for
the first time in the 4th minute, they made their
intentions clear. By throwing the ball around from
sideline to sideline, the Bulldogs got themselves on
the front foot, and took full advantage when Josh
Reynolds sprinted down a short-side before putting
Corey Waddell into space. The big back-rower
reached deep into his bag of tricks when he saw
the green grass ahead of him, putting the ball onto
the toe for a grubber, which he re-gathered over
the line to open the scoring. The Bulldogs would be

the dominant side for the next 15 minutes or so and
looked poised to cash in when an early kick from Josh
Reynolds forced a dropout. The ensuing set would
lead to a try, but it was scored by a man wearing a
red-v instead of a blue one. An errant Tevita Pangai
offload was picked off by Lomax, who ran for 50
odd metres before throwing a perfect right-to-left
cutout pass on the run to Mat Feagai, who won the
race to the try-line, making the score 6-4 in favour
of the visitors. While the scoreboard may have told
a story of a closely fought encounter, the play on
the field was anything but, the Bulldogs butchering
multiple try scoring opportunities. On one occasion,
Burton went straight through the line before linking
up with Mahoney on the inside. He then threw a ball
back inside to Burton who was in the clear, but he
dropped the ball cold. On another, Burton, Mahoney
and Reynolds combined for a slick outside inside
play, only for the ball to be put down by the latter.
After looking likely on so many attacking sets, it was
a yardage carry that would ignite for the Dogs to

score their second. The ball was thrown wide to find
Jake Averillo inside his own 20 metre zone when the
centre turned on the jets to get around the Dragons
frontline defenders and then, impressively, burn
Dragons fullback Tyrell Sloan on his way to the line.
That's where the scoring would end in the first half,
the Bulldogs enjoying a six-point cushion ahead of
the second 40.

Canterbury appeared to pick up right where they
left off, rolling down the field with ease early in the
second half which allowed Burton plenty of time to
put up asignature bomb. The Dragons wanted nothing
to do withit, which ended up working in their favour
as Braidon Burns’ second kick sailed dead to give the
Dragons 7 tackles. It proved a fatal error from Burns,
with Ben Hunt staying upright long enough to get an
offload away to Toby Couchman at the other end, the
young forward going over for his first career try to
even things up again. Couchman went from hero to
zero shortly after though, penalised for a high shot on

Preston which allowed the Bulldogs to take the lead
right back through a penalty goal. Five minutes later,
the Dogs would streak even further ahead, with Jake
Averillo receiving the ball in his own half and again
making something out of nothing, speeding his way
past Feagai and again burning Sloan to touch down
for his second impressive try. The score was 18-10 to
Canterbury and the Dragons were out on their feet,
but they received a second wind when Corey Waddell
was sent to the sin bin for a professional foul in the
59th minute. They were quick to take advantage,
spreading the ball right to Max Feagai, who joined
his brother on the score sheet after going over in the
corner. Lomax's conversion was good, narrowing the
gap to two points with 62 minutes to go. The Dragons
would go close on multiple occasions but in the end
couldn't do enough to crack the Bulldogs, who won
the game thanks in equal parts to their attack and
defence. ADAM HUXTABLE



ROUND 9 RESULTS

CRONULLA 44 (R. Mulitalo 2, N. Hynes, S. Katoa, ). Ramien, S.
Talakai, T. Wilton tries; N. Hynes 8 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 6
(K. Feldt try; V.. Holmes goal) AT POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 27th April. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 20-6.
Penalties: Cronulla 8-2. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 8,148.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes (C); Kaufusi, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, McInnes.
Int: Graham, Williams, Hunt, Hazelton, Trindall.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Gosiewski, Nanai, Granville.
Int: Cotter, Chester, Taunoa-Brown, Dunn.

PARRAMATTA 43 (C. Gutherson 3, D. Brown, M. Moses, J. Paulo,
S. Russell tries; M. Moses 7 goals; M. Moses field goal) DEFEATED
NEWCASTLE 12 (M. Croker, D. Young tries; L. Miller 2 goals) AT
COMMBANK STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 28th April. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Parramatta 30-6.
Penalties: Newcastle 3-2. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 15,875.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Russell, Dunster;
Brown, Moses; Greig, Hodgson, Paulo, Lane, Cartwright, Hopgood.
Int: Hands, Doorey, Makatoa, Ogden.

NEWCASTLE: Miller, Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Ponga (C),
Hastings; Saifiti, Mann, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Croker. Int:
Crossland, Gamble, Saifiti, Hetherington.

SOUTHS 32 (C. Graham 3, L. Mitchell 2, C. Walker tries; L. Mitchell
4 goals) DEFEATED BRISBANE 6 (). Arthars try; A. Reynolds goal)
AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 28th April. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Souths 12-6.
Penalties: 6-all. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 40,102,

BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Madden,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Palasia, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan.
Int: Paix, Jensen, Hetherington, Taupau.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, Ilias;
Sele, Cook, Arrow, Chee-Kam, Host, Murray (C). Int: Tatola,
Cartwright, Moale, Burgess.

CANBERRA 31 (). Croker, J. Fogarty, S. Kris, J. Rapana, J. Wighton
tries; . Croker 5 goals; ). Fogarty field goal) DEFEATED DOLPHINS
30 (C. Lemuelu 2, E. Aitken, J. Bromwich, H. Tabuai-Fidow tries; ).
Isaako 5 goals) ATMCDONALDS PARK.

Date: Sat, 29th April. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Canberra 22-12.
Penalties: Dolphins 7-4. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 10,445.
CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Saulo, Harawira-Naera.

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Jennings; Nikorima,
Katoa; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Bromwich, Kaufusi, Lemuelu,
Gilbert. Int: Wallace, Stone, Ese'ese, Donoghoe.

GOLD COAST 26 (A. Khan-Pereira 2, D. Fifita, K. Haas, P. Sami tries;
T. Boyd 3 goals) DEFEATED MANLY 10 (S. Keppie try; R. Garrick 3
goals) AT 4 PINES PARK.

Date: Sat, 29th April. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 16-2.
Penalties: Manly 8-6. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 10,107.
MANLY: Weekes, Saab, Garrick, Harper, Tuipulotu; Johns, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Trhojevic, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi, Aloiai. Int:
Lawton, Bullemor, Keppie, Sipley.

GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Fifita, Sami; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson, Liu.
Int: Campbell, Clark, Haas, Vuna.

WESTS TIGERS 12 (D. Nofoaluma, B. Wakeham tries; B. Wakeham
2 goals) DEFEATED PENRITH 8 (T. Peachey try; S. Crichton 2 goals)
AT CARRINGTON PARK.

Date: Sat, 29th April. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: 8-all. Penalties:
Penrith 8-6. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 11,055.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Peachey, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary;
Leota, Kenny, Eisenhuth, Sorensen, Hosking, Yeo (C). Int: Luke,
Smith, Salmon, Henry.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Naden, Tupou; Wakeham,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Simpkin, Ofahengaue, Twal, Talau.

SYDNEY 14 (N. Butcher, S. Tupouniua tries; ). Suaalii 3 goals)
DEFEATED WARRIORS 0 AT MT SMART STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 30th April. Kickoff: 4:00 PM. Halftime: Sydney 8-0.
Penalties: Warriors 6-4. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 20,395.
WARRIORS: Watene-Zelezniak, Montoya, Vailea, Pompey, Kosi;
Walker, Johnson; Niukore, Egan (C), Afoa, Ford, Curran, Fonua-
Blake. Int: Lussick, Sironen, Ale, Sifakula.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Allan, Suaali'i, Momirovski, Paulo; Manu,
Keary; Lodge, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Butcher, Radley. Int:
Hutchison, Crichton, Tupouniua, Baker.

CANTERBURY 18 (). Averillo 2, C. Waddell tries; M. Burton 2,
P. Alamoti goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 16 (T.
Couchman, M. Feagai, M. Feagai tries; Z. Lomax 2 goals) AT WIN
STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 30th April. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Canterbury 10-4.
Penalties: 6-all. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 16,678.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Feagai;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Mbye, Lawrie, Hunt, Bird, De Belin. Int;
Murdoch-Masila, Liddle, Couchman, Kerr.

CANTERBURY: Perham, Casey, Averillo, Alamoti, Burns; Reynolds,
Burton (C); Edwards, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Waddell, Preston,
Faitala-Mariner. Int: Morrin, Okunbor, Hughes, Oloapu.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 9

Pos | Team

2 CRONULLA

4 MELBOURNE 1

PARRAMATTA

NEWCASTLE

NORTH QLD

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Scott Drinkwater (North Qld) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800
Coen Hess (North Qld) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $3000
Jeremiah Nanai (North Qld) Grade 3 Dangerous Contact: 4 matches
Herbie Farnworth (Brishane) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip):
$750

Ray Stone (Dolphins) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $1000

Toff Sipley (Manly) Grade 2 Crusher Tackle: 3 matches

Haumole Olakau'atu (Manly) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $3000
Brent Naden (Wests Tigers) Grade 2 Shoulder Charge: 3 matches
Soni Luke (Penrith) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000

Luke Keary (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000

Lindsay Collins (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Viliami Vailea (Warriors) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Jack Bird (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $1000

Josh Reynolds (Canterbury) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Josh Reynolds (Canterbury) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct; $1000
LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM gm
PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD :

14 POINTS

Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

13 POINTS
Latrell Mitchell (Rabbitohs), Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

12 POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos), Mitchell Moses (Eels)

9 POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos)



MAGIC ROUND: ROUND 10
CANBERRA 34 CANTERBURY 30

A brace of tries from Jordan Rapana has seen the
Canberra Raiders extend their run of dominance over
the Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs with a 3430
victory in the opening match of Magic Round on Friday
evening.

Posting their seventh win in succession over the
Bulldogs dating back to 2018, the Raiders were made to
wait until the final play of a high scoring contest hefore
claiming victory in front of 41,462 supporters at Suncorp

Stadium. Getting off to a dream start with points inside
the opening 60 seconds, Rapana (1st minute) leapt above
his opposing winger to cross for his fourth try of the
season following a well-timed bomb from Jamal Fogarty.
Responding after Reed Mahoney nailed his fourth 40/20
in blue and white colours, the Bulldogs hooker delivered
a super pass which saw Jacob Preston (10th minute)
crash over from close range. In a game-defining passage
that saw the Raiders post three straight tries midway
through the half, returning winger Xavier Savage (16th
minute), centre Matt Timoko (20th minute) and second-
rower Hudson Young (23rd minute) took the score from
6-all to 22-6 in the space of seven minutes. Getting back
into the contest with attacking opportunities in good

field position of their own, well-placed grubbers from
Josh Reynolds and Matt Burton allowed Preston (27th
minute) and Jake Averillo (33rd minute) to narrow the
margin to four points at the change of ends.

Beginning the second half as they did the first with
a try to Rapana (44th minute) in the opening stages,
the Raiders were left to rue a missed opportunity with
Emre Guler crossing underneath the posts only for Jack
Wighton's pass to be ruled forward. Temporarily going
beyond two converted tries after Jarrod Croker (57th
minute) crossed close to the hour mark, the Bulldogs
refused to concede and were rewarded with Averillo
(62nd minute) combining with Jacob Kiraz to capitalise

on a towering bomb from Burton. A late penalty goal
from Croker appeared to give the Raiders breathing
space, however a late penalty try to Hayze Perham
(77th minute) set up a grandstand finish after Ata
Mariota tackled the Bulldogs fullback off the ball with
the try line in sight. The Raiders stood firm on the final
play of the game with Rapana holding his nerve in the
face of Burton's boot to secure the side’s fourth win in
succession. Next week, the Bulldogs face the Warriors
on Friday evening at home, while the Raiders return
to Canberra on Saturday night to host the Eels. ROB
CROSBY

BRISBANE 32 MANLY 6

The Brishane Broncos have capitalised on a dismal first
half performance by Manly to get out to a 20 point lead
at halftime, which they extended even further in a more
evenly contested second half.

From the very outset, Manly turned the ball over
cheaply in the first set of the game through some very
poor ball handling, which would become a feature of
their performance for the whole game. The opening 10
minutes saw both sides turning the ball over, but it was
the Broncos who settled down and scored first, when

a Reece Walsh grubber close to Manly's line bounced
perfectly for Selwyn Cobbo, who regathered and
casually scored a try in the corner. Kotoni Staggs failed
to convert from out wide. A short restart by Manly failed
to get them the ball back and a knock on at the end of
Brishane’s set put the Broncos in great field position and
it was Billy Walters who scored in the 14th minute when
he scooted over from dummy half when Thomas Flegler
(who played the ball) and Daly Cherry-Evans (who was
at marker) were engaged in some pushing, creating the
space for Walters. Adam Reynolds converted the try.
Manly’s inability to shut down the Broncos grubber gave
away another set of six where they send the ball out to

the right side to Cobbo who dived over in the corner to
score his second try of the game. Reynolds converted
from the sideline. Brishane crossed again off the back
of Manly errors in the 36th minute when they perfectly
executed some lovely catch and passing providing
enough space for Jesse Arthars who dived over to score
in the corner. Reynolds failed to add the extras from out
wide and at halftime, the Broncos had a 20-0 lead.

Manly's ball control was better in the second half, as
was their defence, however errors still prevented them
for building any momentum or pressure, but they at
least kept the Broncos from blowing the score out even

further. The Broncos finally scored again in the 69th
minute when Cobbo juggled an intercept and raced 70
metres to score untouched. Reynolds converted the
try. Brishane crossed again just 3 minutes later when
Herbie Farnworth barged over from dummy half to score
asoft try, which Reynolds converted. Manly finally got
on the hoard in the 77th minute when Tom Trhojevic
almost got across the Broncos line, but managed to get
an offload away to his brother Ben, who scored in the
corner. Reuben Garrick converted from touch. ANDREW
FERGUSON

PENRITH 18 WARRIORS 6

The Penrith Panthers have ended their two-game losing
streak with an 18-6 victory over a determined New
Zealand Warriors side to kickstart Super Saturday at
Magic Round.

The Warriors crossed for the first try of the game inside
the first 10 minutes of play. Following a penalty, they
went close a play before after DWZ was taken metres
short of the line. From the ensuing play, it was great
ball-playing from Tohu Harris which saw Addin Fonua-
Blake charge through a gaping hole and the Warriors
led 6-0. Penrith began to build some possession down

the other end, despite some brutal Warriors defence
which included a bone-crunching shot by Ed Kosi on
Stephen Crichton. However, the Panthers continued to
own possession and Dylan Edwards stepped his way
through some would-be tacklers to score and get the
score hack level. The match was turning into a big shot
simulator with both sides turning on the explosiveness
in defence which included Crichton getting retribution
with a monster shot on Dylan Walker. However, Penrith
began taking their momentum and was rewarded with
their second try. Isaah Yeo and Cleary combined which
allowed Edwards to draw in the Warriors defence and
Brian Too crossed out wide for a 12-6 lead. The rest
of the first half left a lot to be desired with both sides

trying and ultimately unsuccessful in finding the line.
This left us with a narrow 12-6 half-time lead for the
visitors.

The second half started in favour of the Panthers.
Jackson Ford was pinned for a ‘hip-drop’ tackle on
Spencer Leniu and was quickly dispatched to the sin
bin. Cleary didn't hesitate to elect to take a shot at goal
and Penrith led 14-6. The rest of their attack in the sin-
bin period can only be described as diabolical with the
Panthers struggling for their attacking shape. Much of
the second half was what could've been for both sides.
These sides had more scoring chances than a game of
howling and the execution was at a low level, but that's

a testament to the way that both sides defended. It
appeared that Penrith would ice the game after a brain
explosion from young forward Demitric Sifakula who
was determined to have struck Nathan Cleary and was
sent to the sin-bin. However, the Warriors wouldn't
give up without a fight and kept the Panthers at bay
for a prolonged period. The match was sealed right on
full-time. A great offload from Cleary found Edwards
who broke open before kicking to Hosking who was
taken metres from the line. From the ensuing play, the
rampaging Spencer Leniu crashed over to score the
game-sealing try. AJ LUCANTONIO

DOLPHINS 36 CRONULLA 16

Wayne Bennett's 900th game as an NRL coach finished
with a victory as the Dolphins were ruthless in their
36-16 victory over the highly fancied Cronulla Sharks in
the middle game of Saturday's triple header at Suncorp
Stadium.

The Sharks started with intent and looked likely to
score when Ronaldo Mulitalo burst through on a kick
return. But, like he has so often this season he bombed
it at the final moment. That proved costly for the home’
team. Following a ruck infringement, the Dolphins broke
through. Jeremy Marshall-King breaks through out of
dummy half and split them before linking up with Isaiya

Katoa to score his first NRL try and the Dolphins had a
6-0 lead. Eleven minutes later, the Dolphins were able
to exploit the right edge of the Sharks who looked lost
at sea. Euan Aitken beat Jesse Ramien all ends up and
found the flying Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow to cross for their
second try of the opening quarter hour. It was going
from bad to worse for the Sharks. A penalty whilst in
possession of the foothall set the Dolphins on their way
to their third try, and a new cult hero was born. It was a
great shift from the Dolphins with Isaiya Katoa showing
great ball playing to get the ball to the debutant Valynce
Te Whare and he showed so much strength and power
to get to the line. Cronulla were simply defending for
their lives and it was getting worse by the minute.
Back-to-hack penalties combined with a set restart set

the Phins up for more success. In the ocean, it happens
the other way around with Sharks mauling Dolphins. But
tonight, the Dolphins are mauling the Sharks. Connelly
Lemuelu charged on the ball and crashed through the
defence and did enough to get the ball down and they
led by 24-0. From another Sharks error. A late offload
from Herman Eseese to Jarrod Wallace provided the
spark before an ensuing switch down the blind side saw
Katoa and Nikorima combine with Tesi Niu and it's 28-
0. Isaako nailed the conversion from touch and it was
30-0 with six to goin the first half. Cronulla were able to
capitalise on their lone first-half chances. It was a great
shift involving Matt Moylan and Nicho Hynes. Talakai
gets revenge on Te Whare and Mulitalo wasn't going to
butcher that one and it was the beginning of what would

be a long road back. The Sharks collected a second on
the stroke of half-time as they went down the left again.
Moylan, Hynes combined with Will Kennedy to send
Talakai away before getting the ball back on the inside
to Kennedy and it was 30-10 at the break.

Any hope of a Sharks comeback was extinguished early
in the second half with the new cult hero Te Whare
crossed out wide for his second. The Sharks all stood
off Anthony Milford as he got through some paper-thin
defence and linked up with Te Whare. Cronulla left their
second-half scoring raid way too late and it was Teig
Wilton cracking the line with just 14 minutes to go after
great second-phase play which saw Moylan find his edge
backrower. AJ LUCANTONIO



SOUTH SYDNEY 28 MELBOURNE 12

The South Sydney Rabhitohs have coronated themselves
as kings of Magic Round with an impressive 28-12
victory over an error-ridden Melbourne Storm side in
front of over 50,000 fans.

Both sides started evenly and it was off the back of
a penalty and some Latrell Mitchell magic that the
Rabbitohs opened the scoring when Latrell Mitchell
out of dummy half initially looked to pass the ball
hefore going to the hoot into open space in the middle
of the field for Cody Walker who read the play before
it happened. Repeat infringements put the pressure

on South Sydney and Melbourne took advantage when
a high kick saw Xavier Coates fly high and tap the ball
back before Souths knocked it on and subsequently
grounded it before a potential try. Poor discipline hurt
Melbourne again as they again came under pressure
and it was Jacob Host who went over after Cody Walker
looked to initially go long but the short pass did the
damage and after Latrell Mitchell's conversion, Souths
lead 12-0. A bit of luck went the Storm's way for their
only try of the half when a high kick from Cameron
Munster was put down by Cody Walker and it was
scooped up by Reimis Smith much to the anger of Cody
Walker who thought he was taken out, when he clearly

wasn't. Despite the dominance of possession, the Storm
could only trail 12-6 at the break.

The second half was all Souths and especially down the
|eft-hand side where they began to have a field day. The
Bunnies opened the second half scoring twice through
Alex Johnston in game 200 with the first coming off a pin
point kick from Latrell Mitchell and then the second set
up by a brilliant pass from Cody Walker to Isaiah Tass
hefore AJ went over in the corner. A missed penalty goal
from Latrell Mitchell just shy of the hour mark didn't
hurt the Bunnies as they went on to score ten minutes
[ater and it was again down the left this time when Cody

Walker put boot to ball and caught out a rushed-up Will
Warbrick for Isaiah Tass to score. The Storm then added
asecond try in a somewhat bittersweet moment for the
Garlick family where Bronson Garlick scored his first
ever NRL try against the side his father played 96 games
for in his NRL career. Souths blew a late chance for an
Alex Johnston three-piece effort when he put down a
Cody Walker offload with the line wide open inside the
final 30 seconds. Next weekend, things stay tough for
the Storm as they return back to Melbourne for a clash
with the Broncos on Thursday night whilst Souths could
be in for a big day as they take on the Tigers at Accor
Stadium. JOSH ROBERTSON

WESTS TIGERS 18 ST GEQ ILLA 16
A'last-gasp act of defensive desire has seen the Wests
Tigers defeat the St George lllawarra Dragons 18-16 to
claim their second win of the season.

Leading by two with little more than a minute
remaining, a streak of Tigers, led by fullback Jahream
Bula, denied Mikaele Ravalawa a match-clinching try
to the delight of supporters in attendance on the final
day of Magic Round. Ina contest that finished three tries
apiece, the kicking game of Brandon Wakeham proved
decisive with three conversions, a 40/20 and a game-
defining short drop out late in the match. Overcoming

the late withdrawal of John Bateman due to a strained
hamstring sustained in the warm-up, the Tigers posted
first points with Wakeham slotting a penalty goal.
The Dragons responded moments later with Ravalawa
(3th minute) finishing off an opportunity gifted to the
returning winger after Junior Tupou failed to hold onto
abomb from Ben Hunt. Buoyed by the confidence gained
from their first win of the season, a cross-field kick from
Luke Brooks allowed Starford To'a (14th minute) to
touch down for his third try of the season. Undeterred
by a bunker ruling that denied Toa his second four-
pointer due to a knock on from Bula contesting a bomb,
the rookie fullback atoned by palming the ball into the
arms of David Nofoaluma (22nd minute) to extend the

score out to 14-4. The Tigers failed to capitalise on a
40/20 from Wakeham midway through the half and paid
a heavy price for failing to find touch from a penalty;
interchange halfback Jayden Sullivan (32nd minute)
exploded into space created by a show-and-go to reduce
the margin to four points. A well-placed grubber from
Wakeham nearly resulted in a try to Apisai Koroisau
with seconds left in the half, leaving the Tigers to take
a 1410 advantage to the sheds.

Coming out after the break determined to make the
most of their attacking chances, the Dragons hit the
front with Sullivan (53rd minute) dazzling the Tigers
defence with footwork close to the line to snare his first

career double. Having produced rocks and diamonds
with his kicking game earlier in the match, Wakeham
nailed a short drop-out which allowed the Tigers to go
the length of the field and regain the lead through Tupou
(64th minute). Holding off a last-gasp attacking raid
which saw Hunt find space with a kick and get the ball
out to Moses Suli on the right edge, the Tigers repelled
a rampaging effort from Ravalawa to prevail 18-16.
Next week, the Tigers will face the Rabbitohs at Accor
Stadium on Saturday afternoon, while the Dragons will
head to Townsville to take on the Cowboys later that
evening. ROB CROSBY

NORTH QLD 20 SYDNEY 6

The North Queensland Cowboys have put themselves
back into winning form with a highly impressive 20-6
victory over the Sydney Roosters in tough conditions at
Suncorp Stadium.

Perfect weather had graced Brisbane for Magic Round
for the first six games but that was it when the heavens
opened with both torrential rain and hail for the
beginning of the game. The conditions looked more like
playing out in a local farmers field with the cut up turf
and surface water sitting on the ground. The opening

forty minutes was a war of attrition for both sides just
managing the conditions. The Cowboys opened the
scoring after twenty minutes as Reuben Cotter was put
over after some good work from Reece Robson througha
short ball to Coen Hess who turned the ball out the back
to Cotter who scored. A missed field goal from Chad
Townsend could have pushed the margin out to 7 but it
remained 6-0n the second half.

It was a defensive masterclass from the Cowboys in the
second forty minutes as wave and wave of attack was
thrown at them. The North Queenslanders added two
quick tries not long after the resumption of play when

a Chad Townsend grubber kick was lost by Nat Butcher
and swooped on by Jack Gosiewski. It was a long review
by the bunker after it was initially sent upstairs by
Ashley Klein on a live decision of NO TRY but ultimately
replays showed the Cowboys second rower grounded
the ball first. The Cowboys had luck on their side for
their next try when a Chad Townsend bomb was left to
hounce by Jaxson Paulo and an unintentional kick from
Murray Taulagi saw the ball go into space and tiptoeing
the sideline, Taulagi got the ball back to the middle for
Townsend to finish what he started. Despite leading
18-0, the Cowhoys never looked entirely comfortable
with the Roosters continually throwing everything in

attack at them and the defence held solid for the North
Queenslanders right throughout. A penalty goal inside
the final five minutes sealed the deal for the Cowboys
after a high tackle saw Joey Manu put on report. A
consolation try inside the final minutes to Angus
Crichton was the only blot on the copyhook for the
Cowboys defence on what was a strong defensive night.
Next week, things get tougher for the Roosters with a
five-day turnaround coming up against the Panthers
in Penrith next Friday night whilst the Cowhoys head
back up to Townsville for a clash with the Dragons. JOSH
ROBERTSON

GOLD COAST 26 PARRAMATTA 24

Gold Coast Titans were able to hold on for a 26-24 win
over Parramatta Eels which finished off Magic Round at
Lang Park.

It was the fourth week in a row which the Gold Coast
Titans scored 26 points and they were able to record
hack-to-hack results which saw them move in the top
eight after another wonderful edition of Magic Round.
The Eels got off to the best possible start. They shifted
the ball to the left and tryscoring maestro Maika Slvo

had the simple task of putting it down over the line
to make it 4-0 for the blue-and-gold side. From there,
it was a Titans onslaught. The old stager Kieran Foran
got a quickfire double to wrestle back the lead. His first
came from a superb David Fifita offload then he sliced
through some feeble defence to make it 10-4. The Titans
extended their advantage in the 23rd minute. Another
break on the left side, young winger Alofiana Khan-
Pereira got into plenty of space with Foran looming for
the hat-trick but he chipped for himself and dived over.

It felt like deja vu with Eels scoring from their first
chance in the second half. Once again it was Sivo on the
end of the play, having to take the pass down low and
bustling over the tryline to get them back in the game.
They looked to strike for another four-pointer but Khan-
Pereira was there to intercept the ball and just take a
night time stroll to give the Titans a 14-point advantage
and close in on another win. The Eels refused to go
quietly into the night. From an escort penalty, Sivo made
it a hat-trick with another simple finish which saw the
“Sivo” chants make their way up north due to the mass
of blue-and-gold fans in the stadium. Parramatta went

hack-to-back with fittingly in coronation weekend, the
man dubbed “The King” got on the hoard. He was able
to pick up the scraps from a Mitch Moses kick to get it
back to 22-18 with 20 minutes to go. Titans looked to
have wrapped up the points with seven minutes to go.
A wonderful shift on the right saw Phillip Sami burst
through and go close. Debutant Keano Kini put it through
the hands and Brian Kelly planted the ball down for 26-
18. They were given a late scare with the Eels pushing
back again. Dylan Brown sliced through the defense
hefore he sent the ball inside to former Bulldogs Andrew
Davey to score close to the posts. JUSTIN DAVIES



ROUND 10 RESULTS

CANBERRA 34 (). Rapana 2, ). Croker, X. Savage, M. Timoko, H.
Young tries; ). Croker 5 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 30 ().
Averillo 2, ). Preston 2 tries; M. Burton 5 goals) AT SUNCORP
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 5th May. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Canberra 22-18.
Penalties: Canberra 9-5. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 50,077.
CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Casey; Reynolds,
Burton (C); King, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Waddell, Preston,
Faitala-Mariner. Int: Oloapu, Okunbor, Pele, Hughes.

CANBERRA: Kris, Savage, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Saulo, Mariota.

BRISBANE 32 (S. Cobbo 3, J. Arthars, H. Farnworth, B. Walters
tries; A. Reynolds 4 goals) DEFEATED MANLY 6 (B. Trbojevic try;
R. Garrick goal) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 5th May. Kickoff: 8:05 PM. Halftime: Brishane 20-0.
Penalties: Manly 4-1. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 50,077.
MANLY: Trbojevic, Saab, Parker, Koula, Garrick; Johns, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Keppie, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi, Aloiai. Int:
Lawton, Trbojevic, Bullemor, Woods.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Jensen, Taupau, Hetherington.

PENRITH 18 (D. Edwards, S. Leniu, B. To'o tries; N. Cleary 3 goals)
DEFEATED WARRIORS 6 (A. Fonua-Blake try; S. Johnson goal) AT
SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 6th May. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Penrith 12-6.
Penalties: Penrith 5-3. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 50,183.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Montoya,
Pompey, Kosi; Walker, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Lussick, Afoa, Ford,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Egan, Curran, Sifakula, Ale.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Peachey, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary
(C); Leata, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Hosking, Yeo. Int: Luke,
Smith, Salmon, Leniu.

DOLPHINS 36 (V. Te Whare 2, I. Katoa, C. Lemuelu, T. Niu, H.
Tabuai-Fidow tries; J. Isaako 6 goals) DEFEATED CRONULLA 16
(W. Kennedy, R. Mulitalo, T. Wilton tries; N. Hynes 2 goals) AT
SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 6th May. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Dolphins 30-10.
Penalties: 3-all. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 50,183.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes; Kaufusi, Brailey, Hunt, Nikora, Wilton, Mclnnes. Int:
Finucane (C), Williams, Graham, Hazelton.

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Te Whare, Niu; Nikorima,
Katoa; Faamausili, Marshall-King, Bromwich, Kaufusi (C), Lemuelu,
Gilbert. Int; Wallace, Milford, Teague, Ese'ese.

SOUTHS 28 (A. Johnston 2, ). Host, I. Tass, C. Walker tries; L.
Mitchell 4 goals) DEFEATED MELBOURNE 12 (B. Garlick, R. Smith
tries; N. Meaney 2 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date; Sat, 6th May. Kickoff: 7:45 PM. Halftime: Souths 12-6.
Penalties: Souths 6-5. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 50,183.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Asofa-Solomona, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King.
Int: Garlick, Pene, Eisenhuth, Anderson.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, llias;
Tatola, Cook, Sele, Chee-Kam, Host, Murray (C). Int: Cartwright,
Arrow, Knight, Burgess, Taaffe.

WESTS TIGERS 18 (D. Nofoaluma, S. To'a, ). Tupou tries; B.
Wakeham 3 goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 16 ().
Sullivan 2, M. Ravalawa tries; J. Sullivan 2 goals) AT SUNCORP
STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 7th May. Kickoff: 1:50 PM. Halftime: Wests Tigers 14-10.
Penalties: Wests Tigers 8-5. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 46,835.
WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Talau, Tupou; Wakeham,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papalii, Kepaoa,
Pole. Int: Simpkin, Ofahengaue, Twal, Seyfarth.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Feagai, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); De Belin, Mbye, Lawrie, Burns, Su', Bird. Int:
Sullivan, Molo, Murdoch-Masila, Kerr.

NORTH QLD 20 (R. Cotter, ). Gosiewski, C. Townsend tries; V.
Holmes 4 goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 6 (A. Crichton try; ). Suaali’
goal) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 7th May. Kickoff: 4:00 PM. Halftime: North QLD 6-0.
Penalties: Sydney 5-3. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 46,835.
SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Allan, Suaali'i, Smith, Paulo; Manu, Keary;
Lodge, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Butcher, Radley. Int: Hutchison,
Waerea-Hargreaves, Crichton, Tupouniua.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Luki, Gosiewski, Cotter. Int:
Granville, Dunn, Taunoa-Brown, Finefeuiaki.

GOLD COAST 26 (K. Foran 2, A. Khan-Pereira 2, B. Kelly tries; T.
Boyd 3 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 24 (M. Sivo 3, A. Davey,
C. Gutherson tries; C. Gutherson, M. Moses goals) AT SUNCORP
STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 7th May. Kickoff: 6:25 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 16-4.
Penalties: Gold Coast 7-3. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 46,835.
GOLD COAST: Campbell, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Fifita, Sami; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson, Liu.
Int: Clark, Haas, Vuna, Kini.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson, Dunster;
Brown, Moses; Greig, Hodgson, Paulo, Lane, Davey, Hopgood. Int:
Cartwright, Hands, Matterson, Makatoa.
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BRISBANE

SOUTHS

PENRITH

CRONULLA

DOLPHINS
MELBOURNE

GOLD COAST

SYDNEY

CANBERRA

MANLY

WARRIORS
NEWCASTLE
PARRAMATTA 1
NORTH QLD
CANTERBURY 10
STGEQILLA

WESTS TIGERS 9
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Corey Waddell (Canterbury) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $3000
Marata Niukore (Warriors) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000
Jackson Ford (Warriors) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Jamayne Taunoa-Brown (North QId) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
15POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos)

14 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

13 POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks), Latrell Mitchell (Rabbitohs)

12 POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Eels)

10 POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos), Dylan Edwards (Panthers)
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The Melbourne Storm have pulled off a confidence-
hoosting 24-16 victory over top of the table Brishane
to open Round 11. Played in front of over 16,000 fans
at AAMI Park, it was an at times hectic, and at all
times entertaining, eighty minutes of foothall.

Brishane were winning the battle of territory in the
opening sets, but couldn't make significant use of
their good field position. Melbourne would get their
first real attacking opportunity at just past the ten
minute mark, and it was their five-eighth Cameron
Munster who opened the scoring in the 13th minute.
It was a very straightforward try under the posts,
and with Meaney slotting the conversion, the

gap became six. Justin Olam went close just a few
minutes later, but Reece Walsh was there to save the
day in cover. In Brishane’s subsequent set, a six again
callinvited them downfield, before Walsh again
showed his talent. Seeing space through the middle,
he took off, before offloading into Farnworth’s knee.
With the ball still live and in the in-goal, Harry Grant
was ruled to have impeded Farnworth from scoring,
and so it was a penalty try which opened Brishane's
account in the 17th minute. Adam Reynolds left the
field due to a neck injury in worrying scenes at the
time - Brishane would have to do it without their
halfback from here. In his absence, Walsh yet again
stepped up, providing a superh right to left pass for
his winger Jesse Arthars. Arthars had work to do to
ground it, but he did well, and so the scoreline read
10-6 at the 26th minute mark. With a bit of emotion
coming into the game, things were poised perfectly

for a classic. Brishane looked set to hold their four
point lead into the break, but in the 38th minute
Herbie Farnworth got sent for 10 for impeding a
Melbourne kick chaser. Will Warbrick promptly
crossed on the right edge for the Storm just a minute
[ater to tie the scores at ten for the half-time break.

Melbourne looked well on top in the early stages of
the second half, and they looked certain to take the
lead in the 51st minute when Jahrome Hughes sliced
through the line and found Eliesa Katoa backing
up- but a last ditch try-saving effort from Ezra Mam
kept the scores tied. A few minutes later, Brishane
were hit with another challenge. Pat Carrigan forced
to sit out for ten minutes due to a hip drop tackle -
Melbourne yet again with the one man advantage.
A Meaney penalty goal took the score to 12-10, but
it looked like Brishane wouldn't have to wait long to

take the lead off the Storm. Walsh was awarded a
try in the 60th minute, before the bunker overruled
due to a two in the tackle strip involved in the play.
So Melbourne went right back down the other end,
and scored their own. Justin Olam made the score
16-10in the 61st minute, before his fullback Nick
Meaney kicked a penalty goal a few minutes later

to make the margin larger than a converted try.
Warbrick would then go on to seal the game in the
75th minute - finally getting his two try haul. The
[ast five minutes seemed to go forever, with pushing
and shoving, a captain’s challenge, a length of the
field no try that should've been awarded, and two sin
bins (Aaron Pene, Thomas Flegler). Corey Paix also
crossed for a consolation in the 78th, bringing the
full time score to 24-16. LACHLAN MCINTYRE

The Warriors have secured a well earned two points
before their bye week, outclassing the Canterbury-
Bankstown 24-12 at Accor Stadium on Friday.

On the Warriors first possession they received a
penalty, with young Bulldogs winger Blake Wilson
tackling Dallin Watene-Zelezniak in the air. The home
sid survived that attacking raid, but a few minutes
[ater Shaun Johnson would put in an early grubber
kick for Josh Curran, who had no Bulldogs player
within 10 metres of him when he scored the try. The
game would become an arm wrestle for the next 15
minutes or so, with either halfback doing their best
to gain the upper hand for their side through the

long kicking game. Hayze Perham would give the
Warriors the advantage when he threw a terrible
pass at Max King, who put the ball down. On the
ensuing set, it was as if the Bulldogs were giving
Addin Fonua-Blake a guard of honour as the big
man strolled pass the defence courtesy of a sublime
pass from Dylan Walker. It was AFB's 5th try of

the season, a number that has him sitting atop the
list of try-scorers for New Zealand. Soon after, the
Bulldogs would get a penalty to advance up the field
and were looking threatening. It all came to a halt
courtesy of another errant Perham pass, the Dogs
fullback this time throwing an ill-advised cutout that
was intercepted by Adam Pompey. Pompey would
run 80 metres the other way before being reeled in
by Bulldogs chasers, but the resulting momentum

was too much for the Blue and White's to hold off.
Johnson made a brilliant eyes up play on tackle 2,
kicking across the field to a wide open Watene-
Zelezniak, who scored in the shadows of half time to
extend the lead to 18.

The Bulldogs started the 2nd half in the exact way
necessary if they were to come hack from 18 down.
Burton's bomb forced a Warriors mistake, and after
forcing a couple of repeat sets, the home side were
in, with Harrison Edwards strolling past Tom Ale

to dive over under the posts. The Bulldogs had a
couple more opportunities but couldn't quite find
the finishing touch as the Warriors defence held
firm. A monster kick return from Marcelo Montoya
put the Warriors on the attack, but Johnson tried

another early kick, which on this occasion was the
wrong play. When the Bulldogs got a penalty off the
next set, things were looking up for them. The crowd
was into the game and a try to set up a grandstand
finish seemed inevitable. Corey Waddell would then
make a mess of the play the ball and let the Warriors
off the hook. The result was put beyond doubt in
the 67th minute, when young five-eighth Ronald
Violkman made something out of nothing, grubbering
through to himself on the last tackle before putting
astep on Perham and diving over for his first career
tryin the top grade. The Bulldogs would score a
consolation try with 5 minutes to go through Jayden
Okunbor, making the final score 24-12 in favour of
New Zealand. ADAM HUXTABLE

Afive star performance from Jarome Luai has
given NSW coach Brad Fittler something to think
about after he helped guide the Panthers to a 48-4
slaughter of the Sydney Roosters.

It was a momentous night for the Panthers. As the
club paid tribute to their 2003 premiership winning
squad from 20 years ago when they defeated the
Roosters by 18-6. It was a strong start from the
Panthers with repeated poor discipline from the
Roosters giving the back to back premiers attacking
chances. Nathan Cleary was able to catch the
fatiguing defence out. He found James Fisher-Harris
back on the inside who in-turn linked up with Scott

Sorensen and the Panthers played from in front with
a6-0 lead. After some promising attacking signs
from the visitors. It wasn't long before the home side
clicked into their grind. Poor edge defence from the
Roosters saw Scott Sorensen run through before
linking up with Tyrone Peachey before he nearly
hombed it. He was fortunately able to unload to
Dylan Edwards to score. Just before the break, the
Panthers went from 1000 to 100000 and blew the
Roosters out of the gates. Sorensen managed to tear
apart a pathetic right hand edge and crashed his
way over for an 18-0 lead. Not to be outdone, Jarome
Luai skipped through the middle of the park hefore
finding Tyrone Peachey and it was 24-0 within the
blink of an eye-lid.

Despite some early resistance on their goal-line.

[t wasn't long before the Panthers went back up

to Top Gear. On the hour mark, a kick from Cleary
was hatted back. It ended up in the arms of Isaah
Yeo who cross kicked and it found Brian To'o and
Penrith collected try number 5. However, off a rare
Penrith mistake. The Roosters stumbled their way
across the line. Best player on the ground for the
Roosters (again) Billy Smith was able to get a pass
on the outside of Stephen Crichton and link up with
Corey Allan to cross out-wide. However, that would
be the last time they crossed the stripe. Penrith
soon returned for normal transmission when they
were able to cross for three tries in the final 11
minutes of play to blow the score-line out to even
more embarrassing levels for Roosters supporters.

Sunia Turuva, Luai and Peachey were on the end of
scintillating play which turned the Roosters in-goal
into a rather populated space. The Panthers from
here go into a top of the table clash with the Broncos
next Friday night with their heads in tact and looking
like the dominating machine they were last year.

For the Roosters, it's time for the knives to come

out. Week after week of diaolical foothall has got
them to this point and their task gets harder as JWH
and Joey Manu look for stints on the sideline with
injury. Trent Robinson has his work cut out for him in
2023 for the Roosters to even look like a contender
because right now they look further away from that
goal then ever before. A} LUCANTONIO

The South Sydney Rabbitohs have put themselves
on top of the NRL ladder for the first time in

2023 following an impressive 20-0 victory over a
courageous Wests Tigers side at Accor Stadium.

It was a slow start for both sides with plenty of
end-to-end action with neither team truly able to
break down the defence of their opposition. It took

25 minutes for the opening points of the contest
when Taane Milne opened the scoring after a poor
defensive decision from the Tigers opened up a gap
on the outside and Milne scored.

A52nd minute penalty goal for the Rabbitohs put
some panic into the Tigers after Alex Twal was
penalised for a high shot. The Tigers didn't look likely
to throw any attacking punches before though once
they conceded eight points it looked as if the balloon

had deflated for the Tigers.

The Rabbitohs then put on some late dominance
after the Tigers began to capitulate under pressure
as they were unable to wrap Campbell Graham up

on the last tackle and he found Latrell Mitchell who
put it on the chest of Taane Milne to score after being
denied twice just minutes before.

Latrell Mitchell sealed the deal with five minutes

to go when at close range he wasn't ever going to
be stopped from close range after a short hall from
Damien Cook out of dummy half.

Next weekend, the Rabbitohs head to Allianz
Stadium for an indigenous round contest up against
the Parramatta Eels, whilst for the Tigers they head
to back to Leichhardt Oval on Saturday afternoon for
aclash with the Cowboys. JOSH ROBERTSON



Ben Hunt did all he could but - as has been the case
for so long now - it was not enough as the North
Queensland Cowboys stormed to a 42-22 win over
the St George lllawarra Dragons on Saturday night.

Despite the eventual scoreline, it was actually the
Dragons who started Saturday night's game the
better of the two sides. Cowboys fullback Scott
Drinkwater coughed up the ball early to give the
visitors animmediate shot at their line and they
capitalized, with Hunt starting his milestone match
in style. The halfback-turned-hooker schemed out
of dummy-half and squared it up for a charging
Jack de Belin who stormed over to score, with
Jayden Sullivan adding the extras to make it 6-0.
That was just three minutes into the game and a
penalty against Peta Hiku moments later allowed
the Dragons to march up the field with a chance to
add even more points. There was some controversy
though as Tom Dearden appeared to impede Tyrell
Sloan as the Dragons fullback chased after a Talatau

Amone kick. The referee though allowed play to
continue and the contentious decisions just kept
coming as the Dragons fell apart to trail 24-6 at the
break. First, Jordan McLean sent Chad Townsend
steaming through a hole before the halfhack summed
up the situation well to put in a kick for Kyle Feldt
in the eighth minute. That saw the scores levelled
before a contentious call to sin bin Sullivan turned
the game on its head, with the referee deeming the
halfback had held down Feldt after a linebreak. Of
course, right call or not, the onus was on the Dragons
toaim up in the face of adversity and unfortunately
for Anthony Griffin his side completely wilted. Jack
Gosiewski was first to score as Drinkwater made

up for his early error by beating a few defenders
with his speed before popping a late offload for

the second rower. It was former Dragon Reece
Robson who was next to get the Townsville faithful
onits feet, bursting through a hole and passing to
McLean, who then found Townsend backing up in
support. The Cowboys halfback was pulled up just
short though, with the Dragons’ defence shot to bits
on the left but North Queensland went right and

seemingly squandered the try-scoring opportunity.
But a brilliant one-on-one effort from Heilum Luki
saw the Cowboys forward surge over in the corner,
with Valentine Holmes missing his first conversion of
the night to leave the score at 16-6 after 30 minutes.
It didn't take long for North Queensland to find the
try-line again though as Drinkwater turned it back
on an angle for Holmes, who then found Dearden
hacking up to stroll over and score.

A late Holmes two-point field goal iced what was a
dominant first half for North Queensland, who took
a 24-6 lead into the sheds. The Cowboys quickly
extended the buffer by another six points after
Luki scored his second of the night in the 50th
minute, this time beating a poor attempted tackle
from Max Feagai. The Dragons eventually hit back
afew minutes later with Hunt involved again, on
this occasion putting a kick through for Jayd'n SwA
who heat Drinkwater to it. The visitors had a few
chances to creep back into the contest but lacked
execution and direction in attack, only really looking
threatening when they punched it right through

the middle. Of course, an opposition error also
helps as a Holmes mistake saw Mikaele Ravalawa
race away and fend off Drinkwater to score and
reduce the deficit to 30-16 with 10 minutes left. But
again, speaking of poor execution, a Jack Bird as
the Dragons tried to shift it deep inside their own
half saw the game well and truly put to bed as Feldt
pounced and ran away to score North Queensland's
sixth of the night. That saw the Cowboys' lead
pushed out to 36-16, with Hunt adding one more
try assist to his tally as he put Suli over for what
appeared to be the final try of the night. Another
error though directly led to points as Suli coughed
it up, with Dearden on the spot to score the final
try of the night, leaving the score at 42-22. Dragons
forward Toby Couchman could be in trouble after
being placed on report for a hip-drop tackle in the
36th minute but strangely was not sent to the sin
bin. The Dragons take on the Roosters on Friday next
week while the Cowboys travel to face the Tigers the
following day. ANDREW JACKSON

The Canberra Raiders have notched up an unlikely
fifth straight victory with a 26-18 victory over the
Parramatta Eels at GIO Stadium in front of 17414
home fans.

It might have been a cold night in the nation’s capital
but the action was anything but with both sides
fired up with big hits and even some push and shove
that went further than legal. The opening points

for both sides came via the boots of Jarrod Croker
and Clint Gutherson respectively with Canberra
adding a penalty goal in the 7th minute and the Eels

replying in the 15th minute. Things got unsettled
around the 25 minute mark when Ryan Matterson
and Corey Horshurgh came together and saw the
Raiders enforce sin binned by referee Grant Atkins
for throwing a punch. It took right until the end of
the ten-minute period for the Eels to take advantage
of the extraman and it came off a kick from Ryan
Matterson that ricocheted off the upright and sat in
the in-goal for 'maine Hopgood to get there first and
ground the ball. The home side then levelled scores
just shy of the half-time mark when the Raiders kept
the ball alive and spread the ball wide for Albert
Hopoate to use his strength to get over in the corner.

It took plenty of time for the Raiders to get points in
the first half but it didn't take long in the second half
as Hudson Young chased through a kick from dummy
half from Josh Starling to score with ease. If the

first try of the half was easy, then second one was
just as easy if not easier when Sebastian Kris went
straight through almost no defence chasing through
alast tackle grubber from Jamal Fogarty to score
uncontested. Things were looking to head one-way
but for the Eels a piece of luck and brilliance from
Will Pensini set up an attacking raid for Parramatta
as they went down the other end and a couple of
plays later Bailey Simonsson got on the board. A
penalty goal to Jarrod Croker with fifteen minutes

to go pushed the gap to 10 points and it made a
difference when the Eels closed the gap to four
points when Maika Sivo used his strength to fight his
way over the try line. The Eels were creating enough
opportunities but ill-discipline hurt them as errors
and penalties continued to cost them field position.
A piece of Jordan Rapana magic to fly over the top
of Maika Sivo and tap the ball back for Matt Timoko
to score sealed the victory for the Raiders. Next
weekend, the Raiders are again at home on Sunday
afternoon with a clash against the Sea Eagles whilst
the Eels will need to find something even with the
return of Mitch Moses as they have a Friday night
clash with the Rabbitohs. JOSH ROBERTSON

Abrilliant performance from Kalyn Ponga has seen
the Newcastle Knights break a three-game losing run
with a 46-26 victory over the Gold Coast Titans.

Determined to make amends for a horror showing
prior to last week's bye, the Knights posted six
second half tries to turn a halftime deadlock into
their largest score in a decade. Overcoming a
dreadful start which saw the home side fail to catch
the kick-off, the Knights struck first with Phoenix
Crossland and Jackson Hastings putting in a pair

of cross-field kicks to allow Dominic Young (12th

minute) to narrowly get the ball down inside the
corner post. Adding a penalty goal to Lachie Miller
midway through the half, the Titans took advantage
of a penalty with David Fifita (25th minute) charging
over in his 50th game for the Titans to level the
scores at b-all. Hitting the front after Young failed

to catch a bomb close to the Newcastle line, the
ensuing field position allowed Phillip Sami (29th
minute) to use his height advantage over former
teammate Greg Marzhew to leap onto a kick from
Tanah Boyd. Newcastle responded with moments
left in the half following a well-placed grubber from
Ponga which allowed Tyson Frizell to lock the scores
upat 12-all.

Taking little time after the resumption to regain
the lead, a left-side raid involving Brian Kelly and
Alofiana Khan-Pereira allowed Jayden Campbell
(44th minute) to cap his newly minted contract
with a four-pointer. Continuing to trade tries with
Marzhew (49th minute) powering his way through
ahost of defenders, a superb break from Ponga saw
Bradman Best (56th minute) touch down to put
the Knights back in front. Returning to McDonald
Jones Stadium for the first time since sustaining a
season-ending concussion last July, Ponga (60th
minute) produced a scintillating run to silence his
critics much to the delight of 13,064 supporters

in attendance. Taking the score past 30 with a
contentious try to Dane Gagai (64th minute) which
drew the ire of Kieran Foran for an obstruction
cleared by the bunker, a length of the field effort
from Fifita (71st minute) proved inconsequential in
the final wrap up. With the result beyond doubt, Best
(74th minute) bagged a double before Khan-Pereira
(77th minute) continued his impressive rookie
season, while the match ended as it began with
Young (79th minute) snaring an intercept to streak
the length of the field. Next week, the Knights face
the Sharks in Coffs Harbour on Saturday afternoon,
while the Titans will take on the Bulldogs in Sydney
on Sunday afternoon. ROB CROSBY

Cronulla Sharks won back-to-back games at
Brookvale for the first time in their history after
20-14 over Manly Sea Eagles in front of 10,358 fans
on Sunday afternoon.

The result was built on a wonderful first half from
the Sharks. The visitors led 14-nil headed into the
break and held off the late surge from the Sea Eagles
to rebound from their thrashing at Magic Round. In
this battle of the beaches, it was the shire side which
started on the front foot. They were making metres

at will from the kick-off and Royce Hunt strolled
over from close range to make it 6-0 in the ninth
minute. It was all Sharks in the opening exchanges.
They fought off some Sea Eagles attack hefore they
earnt the whistle. Nicho Hynes brought out the

tee and landed the penalty goal which extended
their advantage to 8-0. The Sharks were swimming
with the tide in the first half hour. They added their
second try from a simple quick hands play on the
right side. It ended with Sione Katoa flashing over
the tryline and making it 14-0. Manly Sea Eagles did
find some joy in a first half which was littered with
errors and lackluster attack. They earnt a penalty

right on the half-time whistle but opted to let the
centurion Reuben Garrick kick the goal. He saluted
and made it 14-2 at the break.

Coming out of the break, Cronulla felt just fine. They
were smooth as butter from the distance with Briton
Nikora breaking free on the wing before he passed

it inside for Jesse Ramien to dive over to give them
an 18 point lead. It looked like it wasn't going to be
the Sea Eagles day, month or even their year. They
attacked the line for six straight sets but it felt like
the Sharks defense was going to hold firm and take
the spoils. They did find a breakthrough after the

hour mark. They got into their rhythm and send

the ball towards the left and it was the milestone
man again, Garrick who walked over untouched to
make it 20-8 and set up a grandstand finish. Manly
Sea Eagles double dipped and got themselves back
within six. Lachlan Croker snuck over from close
range despite it needing to be checked from the
bunker but that four-pointer brought the Brookvale
crowd into the contest. Sharks were able to hold
onto the two points and make it the first time, they
have picked up back-to-back wins at Brookvale Oval
intheir club history and sees them move back into
the top four of the NRL Premiership. JUSTIN DAVIES



ROUND 11 RESULTS

MELBOURNE 24 (W. Warbrick 2, C. Munster, ). Olam tries; N.
Meaney 4 goals) DEFEATED BRISBANE 16 (). Arthars, C. Paix tries;
R. Walsh 2 goals) AT AAMI PARK.

Date: Thu, 11th May. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: 10-all. Penalties:
9-all. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 16,043.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Asofa-Solomona, Garlick, Pene, Eisenhuth.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Jensen, Hetherington, Taupau.

WARRIORS 24 (). Curran, A. Fonua-Blake, R. Volkman, D. Watene-
Zelezniak tries; S. Johnson 4 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 12 (H.
Edwards, ). Okunbor tries; M. Burton 2 goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.
Date: Fri, 12th May. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 18-0.
Penalties: Warriors 4-3. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 14,294.
CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Wilson; Reynolds,
Burton (C); King, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Waddell, Preston,
Edwards. Int; Faitala-Mariner, Oloapu, Okunbor, Pele.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Volkman, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Lussick, Afoa, Curran,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Egan, Walker, Ale, Sironen.

PENRITH 48 (T. Peachey 2, S. Sorensen 2, D. Edwards, J. Luai, B.
Too, S. Turuva tries; N. Cleary 8 goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 4 (C.
Allan try) AT BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 12th May. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Penrith 24-0.
Penalties: Penrith 4-3. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 20,255.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Peachey, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary
(C); Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Hosking, Yeo. Int: Luke,
Smith, Salmon, Martin,

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Allan, Suaali'i, Smith, Paulo; Manu, Keary;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Turpin, Collins, Crichton, Butcher, Radley. Int:
Smith, Baker, Tupouniua, Lodge.

SOUTHS 20 (T. Milne 2, L. Mitchell tries; L. Mitchell 4 goals)
DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 0 AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 13th May. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Souths 6-0.
Penalties: Souths 5-2. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd: 21,013,
SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, Ilias;
Tatola, Cook, Sele, Chee-Kam, Host, Murray (C). Int: Arrow,
Cartwright, Knight, Taaffe.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Talau, Tupou; Wakeham,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Simpkin, Ofahengaue, Twal, Kepaoa.

NORTH QLD 42 (T. Dearden 2, K. Feldt 2, H. Luki 2, J. Gosiewski
tries; V.. Holmes 6 goals; V. Holmes field goal (2pt)) DEFEATED ST
GEORGE ILLAWARRA 22 (). De Belin, M. Ravalawa, ). Su, M.
Suli tries; ). Bird, M. Mbye, J. Sullivan goals) AT QUEENSLAND
COUNTRY BANK STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 13th May. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: North QLD 24-6.
Penalties: North QLD 5-4. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 17.852.
NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Luki, Gosiewski, Cotter. Int:
Granville, Dunn, Taunoa-Brown, Finefeuiaki.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Feagai, Ravalawa;
Amone, Sullivan; De Belin, Hunt (C), Lawrie, Bird, Su’A, Molo. Int;
Mbye, Murdoch-Masila, Kerr, Couchman.

CANBERRA 26 (A. Hopoate, S. Kris, M. Timoko, H. Young tries;
J. Croker 5 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 18 (J. Hopgood, B.
Simonsson, M. Sivo tries; C. Gutherson 3 goals) AT GI0 STADIUM.
Date; Sat, 13th May. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: 8-all. Penalties:
Canberra 10-3. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 17414.

CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Saulo, Mariota.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson, Dunster;
Brown, Arthur; Greig, Hodgson, Paulo, Lane, Davey, Hopgood. Int:
Cartwright, Hands, Matterson, Makatoa.

NEWCASTLE 46 (B. Best 2, D. Young 2, T. Frizell, D. Gagai, G.
Marzhew, K. Ponga tries; L. Miller 7 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST
26 (D. Fifita 2, ). Campbell, A. Khan-Pereira, P. Sami tries; T. Boyd 3
goals) ATMCDONALD JONES STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 14th May. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: 12-all. Penalties:
4-all. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 13,064.

NEWCASTLE: Miller, Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Ponga (C),
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon,
Hetherington. Int: Croker, Gamble, Safiti, Elliott.

GOLD COAST: Campbell, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Fifita, Sami; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson, Liu.
Int: Leeming, Haas, Vuna, Fa'asuamaleaui.

CRONULLA 20 (R. Hunt, S. Katoa, ). Ramien tries; N. Hynes 4 goals)
DEFEATED MANLY 14 (L. Croker, R. Garrick tries; R. Garrick 3
goals) AT 4 PINES PARK.

Date: Sun, 14th May. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 14-2.
Penalties: Manly 12-4. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 10,358.
MANLY: Trbojevic, Saab, Parker, Koula, Garrick; Johns, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Keppie, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi, Aloiai. Int:
Lawton, Trbojevic, Bullemor, Woods.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Tracey, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes; Mclnnes, Brailey, Hunt, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane (C). Int;
Williams, Graham, Hazelton, Trindall.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 11

Pos | Team

BRISBANE

4 CRONULLA 1

DOLPHINS

WARRIORS 1l

10| SYDNEY

MANLY

PARRAMATTA

STGEOILLA

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Reece Walsh (Brishane) Grade 1Shoulder Charge: $1500

Toby Couchman (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Jaydn SuA (St Geo I1la) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Junior Paulo (Parramatta) Grade 1Dangerous Contact: $1800
Taniela Paseka (Manly) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
17POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

16 POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

15POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos)

13 POINTS
Latrell Mitchell (Rabbitohs)

12 POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Eels)



INDIGENOUS ROUND:
ROUND 12

PENRITH 15 BRISBANE 4

The Penrith Panthers have avenged their Round 1
defeat to Brishane downing the Broncos 15-4 in a game
overshadowed by Bunker drama at Suncorp Stadium.

This was a match that gave us an early glimpse of
what we could see come September. Both sides had
plenty of early scoring opportunities, but it was the
Panthers that drew first blood after a tense opening
ten minutes. Jarome Luai could get on the outside of the
defence and found Sunia Turuva. There was a hint of a
double movement, but the try was given to the in-form

Fijian flyer. Nathan Cleary converted from the sideline
to give Penrith an early 6-0 lead. Six minutes later,
the Panthers thought they had their second try of the
contest. Cleary broke through and found Moses Leota,
but the big forward was laissez-faire and was dislodged
of possession by Kurt Capewell. Fortunately, Penrith
was able to get some points for their sustained control
down the other end when Cleary knocked over a penalty
goal for an 8-0 cushion. It's arguable the Panthers
could've led by more at the break with two tries revoked
from the Bunker. The first was the most controversial,
with replays showing the slight est knock-ons from
Scott Sorensen. The second was more clear cut, with
Zac Hosking ruled to have knocked on in the contest
denying Stephen Crichton’s try. Brishane’s defence was
on full display as it was only an 8-0 margin at the change
of ends.

To start the second half, the script began the very same
way the first half ended. Penrith were able to capitalise
and get their second try. Crichton went close on the
play before, however, Cleary threw a dummy and went
straight through Riki and Taupau to get their second and
open up a three-possession lead. Brishane were able to
work their way back into the game and five minutes
[ater they thought they had their first try. There was
some Penrith defence who just stopped in the line and
allowed Madden to go through and link up with Walsh
to score. However, the Bunker intervened when they
spotted a knock-on. However, five minutes later the
Broncos got their reward. A clever cross-field grubber
from Reece Walsh found Selwyn Cobho and the flying
winger got his side on the board. However, the Bunker
was again in the spotlight for all the wrong reasons.
Kotoni Staggs thought he got his side to within four

points when he crossed. The Bunker initially cleared
interference before Adam Gee intervened and told
Ashley Klein “It doesn't look right to me, Ash” That
intervention gave Klein a second look and overturned
his initial call of interference and enraged the Suncorp
Stadium crowdThe rest of the second half was a slugfest
with Penrith dominating possession down the other end
of the field and doing enough to win the match. Cleary
knocked over a disrespectful field goal at the end of the
game to seal a 15-4 verdict. Penrith wasn't at their best
and had several tries taken off the board, but they dug
deep for each other and earnt a vital win before their
Origin bye week. For the Broncos, their attack missed
Adam Reynolds significantly, and although Jock Madden
tried his heart out, the difference was clear without
their general controlling the show. AJ LUCANTONIO

STGEQ ILLA 24 SYDNEY 22

The St George lllawarra Dragons have capped a
turbulent week with a last-second victory to defeat the
Sydney Roosters 24-22 in Indigenous Round.

Breaking a six-match losing run which saw Anthony
Griffin sacked three days before kick-off, the Dragons
produced a try for the ages through Mat Feagai to level
the scores before recalled centre Zac Lomax slotted the
decisive conversion to the delight of 9,007 supporters
at Kogarah. Beginning life under interim coach Ryan
Carr on a positive note with Jack de Belin producing a
try-saving tackle on Drew Hutchison, the decision to
switch Moses Suli and Lomax to their preferred sides
of the field reaped immediate benefits with Suli (8th

minute) catching a bomb and streaking 95 metres to
open the scoring. Going further ahead after a high tackle
from Billy Smith put the home side on the attack, the
Roosters centre endured further embarrassment with
a poor defensive effort that allowed Ben Hunt (13th
minute) to break through for a four-pointer. Tempers
flared midway through the half after Lomax was placed
on report for slamming Corey Allan into the ground,
while Victor Radley was fortunate to only receive the
same treatment for leading with the head during the
ensuing scuffle. Despite a wealth of opportunities
provided by their out-of-sorts opponents - epitomised by
Jaxson Paulo throwing a cut-out pass from dummy half
to Egan Butcher who ran the ball on the last play - the
Dragons were unable to add to their 12-0 tally leading

into the change of ends.

Returning from the sheds with renewed intensity
despite conceding an early penalty goal, the Roosters
clicked into gear with James Tedesco (50th minute)
running onto a pass from Brandon Smith close to the
line. Reducing the margin to just two points after
Smith kicked early to put the visitors in good field
position, Tedesco linked with Luke Keary (53rd minute)
following a break instigated by a well-placed pass from
club debutant Nathan Brown. Hitting the front for the
first time after Keary (61st minute) fooled his opposite
number with a show-and-go, the Dragons returned fire
with Jadyn Su'a (72nd minute) getting the green light
from the bunker after outmuscling Tedesco close to
the line. The Roosters appeared to deliver the knock

out blow after Tedesco (75th minute) stripped the
ball from Suli's grasp to claim his second of the night,
however the Dragons refused to let another match slip
away at the death. Running the ball on the last tackle
before Hunt hoisted a bomb into the air, the Dragons
managed to bat the ball back to Tyrell Sloan, who seized
the moment with a chip kick that bounced into the arms
of Feagai (80th minute) to level the scores at 22-all.
Having been dropped for diminishing form, including
a helow standard goal-kicking rate, Lomax slotted
the conversion from close range to give the Dragons a
memorable two-point victory. Next week, the Dragons
will face the Dolphins at Redcliffe on Thursday evening,
while the Roosters will have their second bye of the
season. ROB CROSBY

PARRAMATTA 36 SOUTH SYDNEY 16

Parramatta has ended South Sydney's six match winning
streak in classy fashion running out 36-16 winners at
Allianz Stadium tonight.

Parramatta silenced the home crowd early, when half
Mitchell Moses shot down the short side in just the
second minute of the game. Moses then delivered a
superb pass for his winger Sean Russell who streaked
down the sideline to score the first try of the night and
give the visitors an early 6-0 lead. The Bunnies looked
to have hit back straight away moments later when
Cody Walker placed a deft kick behind the line for speed
machine Alex Johnson. Johnson looked to have won

the race for the ball initially, however replays showed
the desperation of Eels skipper Cint Gutherson who
managed to kick the ball away just as Johnson arrived.
Johnston got a second chance moments later however,
when Latrell Mitchell brutally stripped the ball one-on-
one from Junior Paulo and then sent the ball wide to
Johnson, who scored in the corner to narrow the lead to
6-4 following Mitchells failed conversion from out wide.
Parramatta scored their second try after Dylan Brown
sent his edge backrower Ryan Matterson through a hole
down the left-hand side. Matterson then found Bailey
Simonsson in support who raced away to score a superh
long range try to again extend the Eels lead. As halftime
neared, Souths struck again through Alex Johnston who
scored his second try following some Cody Walker and

Latrell Mitchell magic mid field. Mitchell converted the
try to narrow the Eels lead to 12-10 at halftime.

South Sydney struck the first blow after halftime, when
the Eels made a costly error in their own half. Off the
ensuing scrum play, Cody Walker produced a superb
draw and pass for Campbell Graham to crash over to
give South Sydney the lead by 16-12. Parramatta then
continued the arm wrestle, when veteran hooker Josh
Hodgson showed some class to allow rangy backrower
Bryce Cartwright enough room to stretch out to score
and give the visitors back the momentum. With the Eels
ahead, it was their halves who came to the fore, when
Brown chipped the ball towards the posts and prop
Junior Paulo collected the pill to gift Bailey Simonsson

his second try. Then hoth Moses and Brown combined,
with Moses producing a well weighted kick for Brown
to give the Eels the ascendency. Moses then put a cherry
ontop of the Eels win, when the one time Blues halfhack
put Will Penisini over to blow out the score to 36-16 in
a huge statement from Brad Arthur's men after a slow
start to the season in 2023. Parramatta now head into
the Origin period with plenty of confidence and will
return to CommBank Stadium next week where they
host the Cowhboys. After giving up pole position on the
adder, South Sydney will be desperate to bounce back
next Saturday where they host an in form Raiders at
Accor Stadium. SAM BOURKE

CRONULLA 26 NEWCASTLE 6

The Cronulla Sharks have kept their perfect record in
Coffs Harbour going for a third straight year following a
scrappy 26-6 victory over the Newcastle Knights.

Starting fast, the Sharks had the first attacking
opportunity which they took advantage of almost
instantly when starting on the right hand side of the
field, Cronulla shifted the ball left and Will Kennedy was
able to leave the defence in two minds as he looked to
shift the ball out to his wingers before sliding through

a gap that opened up. The Sharks had a second effort
overturned by the bunker when Connor Tracey went
straight through a gap at the Sharks own end but Dale
Finucane standing in the defensive line prevented a
defender from coming across to make a tackle and was
knocked back. The Knights took advantage of their
field position when Kalyn Ponga fresh on the field after
passing his HIA created a hole in the defence before
Bradman Best kept the ball alive for the Knights star
to get the ball back to score. It wasn't long before the
Sharks hit back with some concerning ease again as they
looked to shift left and Matt Moylan drew defenders in

hefore Will Kennedy connected with his outside men to
score. Nicho Hynes conversion came off the upright to go
over and give the Sharks a 12-6 lead at the break.

Neither half was perfect for either side and errors
mounted against the Knights which hurt them. The
opening try for the Sharks came from some more Connor
Tracey skill when he pulled off a -on-1 strip before in
the ensuing set the Sharks went left again putting the
Knights defence into all sorts and eventually it was
Tracey who scored. A Nicho Hynes penalty goal pushed
the lead beyond a converted try though the Knights

trying to catch up never looked likely of ever getting
close. Inside the final 10 minutes, the Newcastle defence
was fragile yet again as they couldn't wrap the ball up
and Royce Hunt who initially bent the line ended up
back with it and going through the gap he originally
created. The 26-6 victory for the Sharks wasn't one for
the gallery but will give them confidence heading into
the bye before a hig clash with the Broncos. Meanwhile,
it will be an interesting week for the Knights as they
have a clash with the Manly Sea Eagles back at home.
JOSH ROBERTSON



WESTS TIGERS 66 NORTH QLD 18

The Wests Tigers have created an unlikely piece
of history tonight running out 66-18 winners over
the North Queensland Cowboys in a match that left
everyhody speechless.

It was one-way traffic right from the very first few
minutes as Luke Brooks in game 200 showed that he
was going to mastermind the performance tonight and
it was going to be a big one. In just the sixth minute it
was the work of Api Koroisau out of dummy half to put
Stefano Utoikamanu over. The Tigers doubled their lead
inside ten minutes when Junior Tupou spread the ball
|eft and the Cowhoys defence left in two minds and the

space opened up. The defensive fragilities of the North
Queenslanders was on show on both sides of the field
as this time it was down the right that they opened up
and David Nofoaluma got his first. Not everything went
the Tigers way inside the opening 20 minutes after Joe
Ofahengaue was denied by the bunker after knocking
on his grounding attempt. Only getting one tackle in
the oppositions 20 in the first half lead to the Cowhoys
only points when Kyle Feldt was able to get one back on
Junior Tupou when the North Queenslanders spread the
ball right and got over the line. If things summed up the
awful night for the Cowboys, it was the efforts of Kyle
Feldt who cruised back to clean up the kick but made
ameal of it losing it backwards for Jahream Bula to get

over on the stroke of half-time.

Things continued poorly for the Cowhoys to start the
second half when Fonua Pole again went through
the middle of the defence to get over close to the
posts. The points continued to pile on as Junior Tupou
added his second again with the North Queensland
defence looking like a park team. Back-to-back tries
for the Cowboys gave hopes of a comeback when they
started to get some quality ball in attacking position
with Luciano Leilua outjumping the Tigers to score
to a chorus of boos and then Reuben Cotter strolled
through a defence lap. If there was any outside hopes
of a comeback they were dashed entirely when the

Tigers managed to run in five tries inside the last
fifteen minutes to create a record scoreline. A quickfire
double to Starford To'a set up by some good work from
Jahream Bula on the second keeping the ball alive. In
his final Tigers game, Joe Ofahengaue put his name into
Tigers history making amends for his overturned try
in the first half. David Nofoaluma and John Bateman
confirmed the victory with two more tries for the Tigers.
Next weekend, the Wests Tigers have the bye before
returning to Campbelltown to take on the Canberra
Raiders. Meanwhile, a likely weakened Cowboys side
heads to Parramatta where they will need to change the
fortunes of their season in a clash against a confident
Parraside. JOSH ROBERTSON

MELBOURNE 24 DOLPHINS 16

The Melbourne Storm blew the Dolphins off the park in
thefirst half and then cruised through the second half to
hold on for an 8 point victory.

Just two tackles into the game, both of which involved
Felise Kaufusi, the Dolphins back rower was sent to
the sin bin for a high shot. The Storm made their way
downfield and in the 6th minute they sent the ball from
the middle out to the right with some simple catching-

and-passing that exposes the extra man advantage they
have and William Warbrick strolled over to score out
wide. Nick Meaney converted from out wide on the right
side. The Dolphins hit back in the 12th minute as Kafusi
returned to the field. From the back of a scrum near
the Storm line, the Dolphins sent the ball right out to
Jamayne Isaako who was in open space and he waltzed
infor an easy try. Isaako failed to convert from out wide.
The Storm kicked away again just 3 minutes later when
Jahrome Hughes ran to the line on the left side before
grubbering through for Cameron Munster who grounded

the ball for a smart try. Meaney added the extras to give
the Storm an 8 point lead. The final ten minutes of the
first half saw the Storm take the game away from the
Dolphins when they scored in the 31st minute when
Eliesa Katoa charged through the line to score, and then
they crossed again in the 35th minute when Katoa made
another break on the right side before passing inside to
Reimis Smith who raced in to score. Meaney converted
hoth tries to give the Storm a 24-4 lead at the break.

Neither side gave an inch in the opening 25 minutes

of the second half as the Dolphins came out and lifted
another gear. They reduced the margin in the 65th
minute when Isaako stepped back infield and beat 4
defenders hefore diving over to score a good solo try.
He then converted his own try. Kodi Nikorima then
scored a clever solo try when he scooped up the ball at
dummy half near the Storm line and barged over the line.
Isaako converted to reduce the margin to 8 points with
6 minutes remaining, but a little bit of panic crept into
their attack at the back end of the game and the Storm
held on to get the victory. ANDREW FERGUSON

CANTERBURY 20 GOLD COAST 18
Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs produced a stirring
comeback to win 20-18 over the Gold Coast Titans in
front of 10,815 fans at Stadium Australia on Sunday
afternoon.

It was a game which showed off the best and the worst
of hoth teams. Titans led 14-0 before they fell asleep
and Matt Burton inspired the Bulldogs comeback which
lifts them off the bottom of the NRL ladder. Both these
teams come off last start losses and aimed to get back
on the right track on a windy afternoon in Sydney. The
Titans rolled forward with ease and struck first. Origin

hopeful, David Fifita, scooped up the ball on last and
rolled through several defenders to slam the ball down
to make it 6-0. It was all Titans in the first half, they
dominated the penalty count and had a pair of chances
to extend the lead to eight. Tanah Boyd in his fifith NRL
game, slotted the penalty goal. Reed Mahoney had
a horror minute in trying to the lift Bulldogs. He was
put on report for a hip drop on Mo Fotuaika then was
bumper-barred by Tino Fa'asuamaleaui which saw him
go off for a HIA. Titans extended their advantage again
through one of their star forwards. Tino Faasuamaleaui
engaged five defenders then flicked it out to Joe Stimson
who had the easiest putdown to make it 14-0 going into
half-time.

Bulldogs needed a quick start and got it through Matt
Burton. He swirled a bomb high in the air and it left the
Titans dazed which allowed Jake Averillo to take the
hall and get the hosts on the hoard. That brought the
Bulldogs to life. Burton sliced through, had a plethora of
options, got it to Hayze Perham who found the speedster
Josh Addo-Carr to score and celebrate in trademark style
at 14-10. They used that quick double salvo to get back
into the contest. Bulldogs had a few sets on the Titans
[ine but the closest they went was a Paul Alamoti effort
which was brought hack for several obstructions. The
visitors struck back in quick style. They drove Alamoti
in-goal for a repeat set then it was a simple set piece on

the left started by David Fifita which ended in Phillip
Sami diving over. It was the Burton oot which got
the Bulldogs back within a score. He put it high again,
the Titans whiffed, Jacob Kiraz let it go and it bounced
right back to him to make it 18-14. Bulldogs completed
the comeback in style. They got a repeat set from an
error then switched it wide before Jayden Okunbor
straightened up and sent the 10,815 fans in attendance
wild as the Bulldogs snatched the win. Titans once
again fade away in the second half and cost themselves
with poor execution on catching high kicks alongside il
discipline from their star players with ll-timed penalties
which got the Bulldogs back in the game. JUSTIN DAVIES

MANLY 42 CANBERRA 14

The Manly Sea Eagles and Tom Trbojevic have reminded
the NRL that they are not doneas they ran outimpressive
424 winners over the Canberra Raiders in Canberra.

Things started poorly for the visitors with errors putting
themselves under pressure and ultimately it cost them
dearly when inside the first six minutes, the Manly
defence was opened up under little pressure when Jack
Wighton put Elliott Whitehead through a massive gap
to score. The Sea Eagles attack looked disjointed and
directionless across the first twenty minutes but it was
Tommy Turbo who got things steadied for the visitors

when he was able to go over in the corner and score
despite it initially being sent up no try. A 40/20 from
Daly Cherry-Evans put Manly into attacking position
and it was resurgent Josh Schuster who put Brad Parker
through a gap in the Canberra defence. Despite being
denied a third try, the confidence from the Sea Eagles
was high and it was Tom Trbojevic again who was able to
go through after a poor defensive effort from the Raiders
in the middle of the park.

A penalty goal on the stroke of half-time to the Raiders
didn't really slow the Manly momentum down in the
second half as Reuben Garrick had some heads up Rugby
League after Jordan Rapana took Brad Parker off the ball

and Garrick played to the whistle to pick up the ball and
keep himself barely in the field of play to score. It was
down the right-hand side that the Sea Eagles had their
hest success and they went there again as they made
easy metres before the ball ended up with Tom Trhojevic
for his third try of the game. Drama ensued after the
next Sea Eagles try as tempers that were already high
flared up after a push and shove between Hudson Young
and Sean Keppie saw the big men both sin binned after
referee Gerard Sutton had given multiple warnings. The
Schuster try was quickly followed up by another Manly
try this one off the back of controversy where Canberra
were not given six more tackles after a kick looked to be
clearly played at by Tom Trbojevic at the back only for

referee Sutton to call a change over. From that set, the
Sea Eagles quickly again shifted right finding space and
it was Jason Saab’s turn to get over. The Raiders added
a late consolation try with Ata Mariota getting his first
career try before for the Sea Eagles, Ben Condon who
had only been on the field for the final minute was on the
spot to take an offload to score. Reuben Garrick added
the conversion for a 42-14 victory for Manly to push
them back into the top 8. Next week, the Manly Sea
Eagles return to Brookvale likely missing their origin
stars for a clash with Knights whilst the Raiders head up
to Sydney for a clash with the South Sydney Rabbitohs.
JOSH ROBERTSON



ROUND 12 RESULTS

PENRITH 15 (N. Cleary, S. Turuva tries; N. Cleary 3 goals; N. Cleary
field goal) DEFEATED BRISBANE 4 (S. Cobbo try) AT SUNCORP
STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 18th May. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Penrith 8-0.
Penalties: Penrith 7-5. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 33,343.
BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Madden; Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell (C), Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Jensen, Hetherington, Taupau.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Peachey, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary
(C); Leata, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Hosking, Yeo. Int: Luke,
Smith, Martin, Salmon.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 24 (M. Feagai, B. Hunt, J. SuA, M. Suli
tries; Z. Lomax 4 goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 22 (L. Keary 2, ).
Tedesco 2 tries; ). Suaalii 3 goals) AT NETSTRATA JUBILEE
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 19th May. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: St George lllawarra
12-0. Penalties: St George Illawarra 6-5. Referee: Peter Gough.
Crowd: 9,007.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); De Belin, Liddle, Lawrie, Murdoch-Masila, Su’A,
Molo. Int: Sullivan, Couchman, Kerr, Hunt.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Allan, Suaalii, Smith, Paulo; Keary,
Hutchison; Lodge, Turpin, Collins, Butcher, Tupouniua, Radley. Int:
Smith, Butcher, Crichton, Brown.

PARRAMATTA 36 (B. Simonsson 2, D. Brown, B. Cartwright, W.
Penisini, S. Russell tries; M. Moses 6 goals) DEFEATED SOUTHS 16
(A. Johnston 2, C. Graham tries; L. Mitchell 2 goals) AT ALLIANZ
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 19th May. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Parramatta 12-10.
Penalties: Parramatta 6-1. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 27432.
SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, llias;
Tatola, Cook, Sele, Chee-Kam, Arrow, Murray (C). Int: Host, Taaffe,
Knight, Suluka-Fifita.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson, Russell;
Brown, Moses; Greig, Hodgson, Paulo, Cartwright, Davey,
Hopgood. Int: Ogden, Hands, Matterson, Makatoa.

CRONULLA 26 (R. Hunt, W. Kennedy, R. Mulitalo, C. Tracey tries; N.
Hynes 5 goals) DEFEATED NEWCASTLE 6 (K. Ponga try; L. Miller
goal) AT C.EX COFFS INTERNATIONAL STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 20th May. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 12-6.
Penalties: 5-all. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd: 10,156.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Tracey, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes; Kaufusi, Brailey, Hunt, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane (C). Int;
Williams, Graham, Hazelton, Hamlin-Uele.

NEWCASTLE: Miller, Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Ponga (C),
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Hetherington, Frizell, Fitzgibbon,
Thompson. Int: Gamble, Saifiti, Elliott, Croker.

WESTS TIGERS 66 (D. Nofoaluma2, . To'a 2, ). Tupou 2, ). Bateman,
J. Bula, J. Ofahengaue, F. Pole, S. Utoikamanu tries; B. Wakeham 8,
A. Koroisau 2, L. Brooks goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 18 R. Cotter,
K. Feldt, L. Leilua tries; V. Holmes 3 goals) AT LEICHHARDT OVAL.
Date: Sat, 20th May. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Wests Tigers 24-6.
Penalties: Wests Tigers 4-3. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 12,247.
WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Talau, Tupou; Wakeham,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Ofahengaue. Int: Pole, Simpkin, Twal, Kepaoa.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Luki, Leilua, Cotter. Int;
Gosiewski, Granville, Dunn, Finefeuiaki.

MELBOURNE 24 (E. Katoa, C. Munster, R. Smith, W. Warbrick
tries; N. Meaney 4 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 16 (J. Isaako 2, K.
Nikorima tries; ). Isaako 2 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date; Sat, 20th May. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 24-4.
Penalties: Melbourne 6-5. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 28,325.
DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Niu; Nikorima,
Katoa; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Bromwich, Kaufusi, Lemuelu,
Gilbert. Int: Wallace, Milford, Stone, Ese'ese.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Asofa-Solomona, Garlick, Pene, Anderson.

CANTERBURY 20 (J. Addo-Carr, ). Averillo, J. Kiraz, ). Okunbor tries;
M. Burton 2 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 18 (D. Fifita, P. Sami, ).
Stimson tries; T. Boyd 3 goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 21st May. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 14-0.
Penalties: Gold Coast 8-6. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 10,815.
CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Oloapu, Burton (C); King, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Waddell,
Preston, Hughes. Int: Edwards, Okunbor, Wilson, Morrin.

GOLD COAST: Camphell, Fifita, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami; Foran, Boyd;
Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson, Liu. Int;
Leeming, Clark, Haas, Vuna.

MANLY 42 (T. Trbojevic 3, B. Condon, R. Garrick, B. Parker, . Saab,
J. Schuster tries; R. Garrick 5 goals) DEFEATED CANBERRA 14 (A.
Mariota, E. Whitehead tries; . Croker 3 goals) AT GIO STADIUM.
Date: Sun, 21st May. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Manly 16-8.
Penalties: Manly 8-3. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 14,730.
CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Levi, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh. Int:
Starling, Guler, Saulo, Mariota.

MANLY: Trbojevic, Saab, Parker, Koula, Garrick; Schuster, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Keppie, Olakau'atu, Trbojevic, Trbojevic.
Int: Lawton, Fainu, Bullemor, Condon.
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Jarome Luai (Penrith) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct: $1800

Martin Taupau (Brishane) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Victor Radley (Sydney) Grade 1 Striking: 3 matches

Felise Kaufusi (Dolphins) Grade 2 Careless HT: 3 matches

Kenny Bromwich (Dolphins) Grade 1Contrary Conduct: $1800
Tino Fa'asuamaleaui (Gold Coast) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800
Elliott Whitehead (Canberra) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: 2 matches
Elliott Whitehead (Canberra) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
17POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors), Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

15POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos)

14 POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Eels)

13 POINTS
Latrell Mitchell (Rabbitohs)



A vintage performance from Anthony Milford has
sparked the Dolphins in a 26-12 victory over the
Dragons at Kayo Stadium, Redcliffe.

Both sides had a point to prove as they were missing
their Origin contingent of players, but also presented
opportunity for fringe players to press their claims for
future selection. The Dragons continued their purple
patch under interim coach Ryan Carr as they split the
Dolphins open to start the contest. A controversial
penalty for a late tackle on half Jayden Sullivan
gave the visitors a 2-0 lead thanks to a Zac Lomax
penalty goal. They butchered a certain four-pointer

a play before but Talatau Amone split them with
some amazing stepping and the Tongan international
crossed for the first try of the Dragons. However, the
try was revoked when the Bunker found his forearm
touches the ground. Two tackles later, the Dragons
collected their first try. Amone turned provider witha
clever kick for Jack Bird and the second rower crossed
out wide. There was a suggestion he was taken highin
the act of scoring, but the tackle from Kodi Nikorima
was given the green-light. Lomax missed the kick
and it was an imposing lead early. The Dolphins
began to win some possession back and after earlier
unable to get past the Dragons steel defensive line.
They finally cracked midway through the first half.
A great kick from Anthony Milford allowed Jamayne
Isaako to leap above Mathew Feagai and he crossed
for the Dolphins first try in his 100th game. Following

a great set after points, Mark Nicholls crossed off a
great short ball from Marshall-King as he gets in
between the Dragons defenders. Things got worse
for the visitors, Jack De Belin was sin-binned for an
alleged cannon-ball tackle and the home side took
full advantage almost immediately. Anthony Milford
got the ball out of the first receiver position and toyed
with some questionable defence on the left edge from
the Dragons to cross in the right corner. Fortunately,
that was the only try they conceded in the 10-minute
period. The visitors crossed right on the break when
Jacob Liddle drew in some lazy defenders to find Toby
Couchman to cross for his second NRL try, which
made it 18-12 at the break.

The start of the second half saw both sides exchange
sets before Kodi Nikorima split some woeful Dragons

kick return defence. From the ensuing plays that
followed. lIsaiya Katoa and Milford found Brenko
Lee who drew and passed to Jamayne Isaako and
the milestone man collected number two. He also
converted for a 24-12 score. The ensuing period post
Isaako’s second try saw some questionable attacking
options from the Dragons with their young halves
struggling to adapt to the situations they were
presented with throughout the second half. The
Dolphins on the other hand were managing the game
quite nicely and delivering tough tackles in defence,
Milford's strong tackle on his opposite number
Amone was a particular highlight. Isaako added a
penalty goal in garbage time to secure a big win in the
rep period for the Dolphins. AJ LUCANTONIO

Parramatta has held off a fast-finishing Cowboys side
to register a crucial 24-16 win at CommBank Stadium
tonight.

Despite coming into the match as the underdogs with
the bookies, it was North Queensland who struck
first through Scott Drinkwater following a nice
offload from Heilum Luki close to the tryline. Chad
Townsend converted and the visitors led 6-0 early in
the match. Parramatta returned serve when in-form

five-eighth Dylan Brown produced a deft pass close
to the line for a bustling Wiremu Greig, who crashed
over for the Eels first try and Greig’s first in the NRL.
Mitch Moses converted to level the scoreline at 6 all.
The home side continued to dominate possession, as
the Cowboys scramble defence continued to turn up
again and again to share the lead at halftime.

The game continued to be an arm wrestle after
the break, and it wasn't until Eels flyer Maika Sivo
touched down for the Eels second try following

some slick hands from Clint Gutherson and Bailey
Simonsson that the game began to open up.
Parramatta then switched their skills to the other
wing and again some slick hands from Gutherson
saw Sean Russell slide over to score in the corner
and extend the Eels lead to 18-6 with fifteen minutes
remaining. North Queensland wouldn't go away
however and got back into the contest late, when
Drinkwater threw a long pass to Kyle Feldt which
saw the Eels defence rush up and allow the former
Queensland winger more than enough room to slide

over in the corner. Feldt then had his second try
minutes later and again it was Drinkwater who was
the provider and the Cowboys were coming home
with a wet sail. With the game on the line, Cowboys
prop Coen Hess then inexplicably produced an offload
on the first tackle from the kickoff, which was dived
on by J'maine Hopgood and gave the Eels the chance
they needed. Moses then iced the game, earning a
repeat set and produced a classy right foot step off an
Eels scrum to score the matchwinner for Parramatta.
SAM BOURKE

The Warriors have only left themselves to blame with
a handful of blown opportunities costing themselves
victory as they fell to a 26-22 defeat at the hands of
an under-strength Broncos side in front of just over
16,000 wild fans in Napier.

Rocco Berry was the first Warrior denied when he
was originally awarded a try when in the opinion of
the on-field officials got the ball down but replays
showed the ball was lost under Tristan Sailors hand.
The Warriors were then denied twice more before an
error from the home side gifted Deine Mariner a free
90m run to score the Broncos opener. The Warriors

were then denied again multiple times including
Freddy Lussick being held up and then DWZ standing
on the touch ingoal line when trying to catch the
cross-field kick. The home side finally got over just
under three minutes shy of the break when DWZ
finally was able to hold the ball and stay into score.
Shaun Johnson levelled the scores with a conversion
from the sideline. An error straight from the kick-off
for the Warriors put them back under pressure and it
was taken advantage of by the Broncos when Jordan
Riki went over off the back of a pass that looked as if
it was forward but not ruled as one.

The Broncos struck first in the second half as Ezra
Mam went through under the posts after Adam

Reynolds put the Warriors defence into three minds
showing the ball before breaking through the line
before find Mam to score. Reynolds extended the lead
beyond two converted tries after a Warriors dropout
didn't go 10m. Off the back of a penalty, the Warriors
hit back when Shaun Johnson unconventionally got
the ball out to DWZ for his second after the Warriors
halfback juggled a pass before cleverly electing to
tap it out to his winger for a much needed try. Deine
Mariner got a second for the Broncos when he chased
through an Ezra Mam kick and the Broncos went
out to a 26-10 lead. Inside the final five minutes,
the Warriors looked as if they needed to pull off
something special and that's what they almost did
when Charnze Nicoll-Klokstad went over from close

range which after the conversion saw the margin
back to 10 points. The Warriors then added another
try when Marcelo Montoya got onto the outside of the
defence to then just steamroll Tristan Sailor to score.
With the Warriors trailing by 4, they looked as if they
had pulled off the miracle when Marcelo Montoya
had gone over again and it was initially awarded by
Gerard Sutton. It looked as if it was going to be the
boot of Shaun Johnson that decided the result but
replays showed the biggest piece of dumbness from
Adam Pompey to grab a Broncos defender and hold
him back. The try was subsequently knocked back
by the bunker and the Broncos held on for a 26-22
victory. JOSH ROBERTSON

An hour of great attacking football, strong forward
battles and an entertaining see-sawing scoreline
was abruptly halted in the 65th minute when Corey
Harawira-Naera collapsed and suffered a seizure
shortly after a regulation hit-up, which resulted in
him being stretchered off.

Canberra were leading 24-20 at the time, but Souths
scored shortly after the incident to take a 2 point lead
going into the final 10 minutes of the game. Canberra
responded with a converted try, a penalty goal and a
field goal to record a brilliant 33-26 victory. Souths
opened the scoring in the eighth minute when Cody
Walker dished a short ball to Jed Cartwright who
burst through a gap, evades the cover defender to
score a good try. Blake Taaffe failed to convert the
try. The Raiders forwards lifted a gear and in the
14th minute, Josh Papali'i broke a tackle and then

offloaded superbly to Pasami Saulo who made an
extra ten minutes. A quick play-the-ball allowed
the Raiders to swing the ball out to the right side
to Corey Horshurgh, who ran straight and busted
through the Souths line to score. Jarrod Croker
converted and Canberra took the lead 6-4. From the
restart, Canberra went the length of the field and
then forced Souths ingoal to earn a repeat set. This
time they spread the ball to the left side where Croker
put Albert Hopoate in for a try in the corner. Croker
failed to convert from touch. The Raiders forwards
linked again in the 22nd minute when Horsburgh and
Tapine combined to almost give the latter a try, but
on the next play they sent the ball out left to Hopoate
who again scored in the corner. Croker converted
and Canberra scored 16 points in as many minutes to
lead 16-4. Souths got hack into the game with a 31st
minute try to Alex Johnston in the left corner, but
Taaffe again failed to convert. Just before halftime,
Croker kicked a penalty goal from in front and at the

break, Canberra lead 18-8.

Souths came out very strong in the second half and
in the 47th minute were rewarded when Walker
dished a beautiful flat ball to Isaiah Tass, who busted
through the Raiders defence to score a good try.
Taaffe converted from out wide. Just four minutes
[ater, Souths scored again when Walker held up a
nice ball for Tass who then sent Johnston in to score
in the left corner again. Taaffe converted and in the
space of 5 minutes they reclaimed the lead, albeit by
just 2 points. The lead though was short lived when
Canberra hit back just 2 minutes later, courtesy of
some Jack Wighton brilliance, when he ran to the left,
got through the line before passing to Croker in space
who raced down the sideline before passing infield
to Tom Starling who scored. Croker again converted.
And Canberra lead 24-20. In the 65th minute Corey
Harawira-Naera was running back into the line after
a regulation hit-up, he then stumbled and collapsed

before suffering a brief seizure. Players from both
sides encircled him while the medics attended to him.
He was eventually put on a stretcher and taken from
the field on the medicab. He regained consciousness
and was reportedly sitting up and talking in the sheds
shortly after, but was taken to Westmead hospital for
observation. Once play resumed, Walker at dummy
half and close to the Raiders line, grubbered into the
ingoal and Damien Cook following through scored a
good try. Taaffe converted and Souths lead 26-24
with 10 minutes remaining. Wighton struck back
again with 5 minutes remaining when he got a lovely
hall away while falling forward in a tackle, to Jordan
Rapana who made 20 metres, drew the fullback and
then passed to Hopoate who scored his third try.
Croker converted from touch to give the Raiders the
lead again. Croker than landed a penalty goal with 2
minutes remaining and then Jamal Fogarty iced the
game with a 79th minute field goal, giving the Raiders
awell-earnt 7 point victory. ANDREW FERGUSON



NEWCASTLE 28 MANLY 18

Kalyn Ponga has put aside the disappointment of
being overlooked for the State of Origin opener by
leading the Newcastle Knights to their fifth win of
the season.

Returning to fullback for the first time in 2023, the
Newcastle co-captain was at his attacking best as
the Knights overcame a halftime deficit to defeat
the Manly Sea Eagles 28-18 in front of 20,661
supporters at home. Coming into the match as rare
favourites in Daniel Saifiti's 150th game for the
club, the Knights were dealt a rude shock with Josh
Schuster intercepting a pass from Ponga before

linking with Reuben Garrick (13th minute) to open
the scorning. The Sea Eagles added a penalty goal
minutes later after the Knights failed to send a line
drop put the required ten metres, while the visitors
continued to grow in confidence by repelling their
more fancied opponents with Bradman Best held
up over the line and Lachlan Fitzgibbon denied for
a double movement midway through the half. The
Knights opened their account with Greg Marzhew
(30th minute) slamming the ball down following a
|eft-side shift, while a break from Tyson Gamble off
the kick-off allowed Best (33rd minute) to turn an
8-0 deficit into a 10-8 lead in a matter of minutes.
A fortuitous try to Lachlan Croker (37th minute),

standing in as captain for the first time, saw the
Sea Eagles take a four-point lead to the change of
ends.

Returning from the sheds determined to attack
with the foothall, Ponga displayed dazzling
footwork before delivering a pass to send Marzhew
(49th minute) over for his second. Hitting the front
after Marzhew (52nd minute) finished off a length
of the field set from the kick-off to collect his first
career hat-trick, the Knights were left to rue a
missed opportunity after Best was held up over
the line. The Sea Eagles halted the momentum
with Jason Saab (61st minute) latching onto a

pass from Jackson Hastings, however the joy was
short lived after Tolutau Koula was sent to the
sin hin for a high tackle on Ponga. Wasting little
time to capitalise on their one-man advantage,
Phoenix Crossland (66th minute) was on the spot
to collect his third try of the season after the
bunker ruled the Manly defence stripped the ball
from Jack Hetherington over the line. The Knights
secured the result with star winger Dominic Young
(75th minute) delivering on his reputation with a
scintillating 90-metre solo effort to confirm the 28-
18 victory. Next week, both teams will have their
second bye of the season. ROB CROSBY

ROUND 13 RESULTS

DOLPHINS 26 (). Isaako 2, A. Milford,
M. Nicholls tries; J. Isaako 5 goals)
DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA
12 (J. Bird, T. Couchman tries; Z
Lomax 2 goals) AT KAYO STADIUM.
Date: Thu, 25th May. Kickoff: 7:50 PM.
Halftime: Dolphins 18-12. Penalties:
Dolphins 8-5. Referee: Adam Gee.
Crowd: 10,047.

DOLPHINS: Nikorima, Isaako, Aitken,
Lee, Niu; Milford, Katoa; Bromwich
(C), Marshall-King, Ese'ese, Bromwich,
Lemuelu, Stone. Int: Wallace, Nicholls,
Teague, Te Whare.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan,
Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Sullivan; Molo, Liddle, Molo,
Bird, Murdoch-Masila, De Belin (C).
[nt: Mbye, Couchman, Hunt, Kerr.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 13

2 CRONULLA

4 MELBOURNE

] DOLPHINS

8 WARRIORS

SYDNEY

NEWCASTLE 12

CANTERBURY | 12

PARRAMATTA 24 (W. Greig, M.
Moses, S. Russell, M. Sivo tries; M.
Moses 4 goals) DEFEATED NORTH
QLD16 (K. Feldt 2, S. Drinkwater tries;
C. Townsend 2 goals) AT COMMBANK
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 26th May. Kickoff: 8:00 PM.
Halftime: 6-all. Penalties: North QLD
4-2. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd:
14,810.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo,
Penisini, Simonsson, Russell; Brown,
Moses; Greig, Hodgson, Ofahengaue,
Cartwright, Doorey, Hopgood. Int:
Ogden, Hands, Moretti, Makatoa.
NORTH OQLD: Drinkwater, Feldt,
Laybutt, Hiku, Derby; Hampton,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess,
Gosiewski, Luki, Granville. Int: Leilua,
Finefeuiaki, Taunoa-Brown, Neame.

BRISBANE 26 (D. Mariner 2, E. Mam,
J. Riki tries; A. Reynolds 5 goals)
DEFEATED WARRIORS 22 (D. Watene-
Zelezniak 2, M. Montoya, C. Nicoll-
Klokstad tries; S. Johnson 3 goals) AT
MCLEAN PARK.

Date: Sat, 27th May. Kickoff: 7:30 PM.
Halftime: Brishane 12-6. Penalties:
Warriors 8-5. Referee: Gerard Sutton.
Crowd: 16,195.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-
Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey, Montoya;
Metcalf,  Johnson;  Fonua-Blake,
Lussick, Afoa, Ford, Niukore, Harris
(C). Int; Sironen, Curran, Sifakula, Ale.
BRISBANE: Sailor, Arthars, Staggs,
Farnworth, Mariner; Mam, Reynolds
(C); Palasia, Walters, Jensen,
Capewell, Riki, Hetherington. Int:
Paix, Willison, Piakura, Taupau.

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Kodi Nikorima (Dolphins)

NORTH QLD 13

Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800

Ray Stone (Dolphins)
Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $2500

Jack de Belin (St Geo llla)
Grade 1Dangerous Contact: $1800

Xavier Willison (Brishane)
Grade 1Dangerous Contact: $1000

Nick Cotric (Canberra)
Grade 1Shoulder Charge: $3000

Blake Taaffe (South Sydney)
Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Tolutau Koula (Manly)
Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Phoenix Crossland (Newcastle)
Grade 1Dangerous Contact: $1800

CANBERRA 33 (A. Hopoate 3, C.
Horshurgh, T. Starling tries; ).
Croker 6 goals; ). Fogarty field goal)
DEFEATED SOUTHS 26 (A. Johnston 2,
J. Cartwright, D. Cook, 1. Tass tries; B.
Taaffe 3 goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.
Date: Sat, 27th May. Kickoff: 7:35 PM.
Halftime: Canberra 18-8. Penalties:
Souths 7-4. Referee: Grant Atkins.
Crowd: 12,382.

SOUTHS: Taaffe, Johnston, Tass,
Cartwright, Milne; Walker (C), llias;
Tatola, Cook, Sele, Koloamatangi,
Host, Knight. Int: Chee-Kam, Duncan,
Mitchell, Suluka-Fifita.

CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C),
Timoko, Rapana; Wighton, Fogarty;
Papalii, Woolford, Saulo, Harawira-
Naera, Horshurgh, Tapine. Int:
Starling, Guler, Cotric, Mariota.

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM
PLAVER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD

17POINTS

Mitchell Moses (Eels)
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

15POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos)

13 POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos)

Latrell Mitchell (Rabbitohs)

11POINTS

Nathan Cleary (Panthers)
Dylan Edwards (Panthers)
Cameron Munster (Storm)
Ben Hunt (Dragons)

NEWCASTLE 28 (G. Marzhew 3, B.
Best, P. Crossland, D. Young tries; ).
Hastings 2 goals) DEFEATED MANLY
18 (L. Croker, R. Garrick, ). Saah tries;
R. Garrick 3 goals) AT MCDONALD
JONES STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 28th May. Kickoff: 4:05
PM. Halftime: Manly 14-10. Penalties:
Newcastle 9-7. Referee: Peter Gough.
Crowd: 20,661.

NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai,
Best, Marzhew; Gamble, Hastings;
Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Johns,
Fitzgibbon, Elliott. Int: Saifiti,
Hetherington, Croker.

MANLY: Weekes, Saab, Parker, Koula,
Garrick; Schuster, Johns; Paseka,
Croker (C), Sipley, Olakauatu, Fainu,
Keppie. Int: Lawton, Bullemor,
Condon, Arthur.
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ROUND 14

CANBERRA 20 WESTS TIGERS 19
Canberra has held off a fast-finishing Wests Tigers
side to scrape home by 2019 in a thrilling match at
Campbelltown Sports Stadium this evening.

Canberra fresh off their trip up the Hume Highway were
first on the scoreboard after just six minutes, when
halfback Jamal Fogarty produced a clever kick which
rebounded off the upright. The crafty number seven then
soccered the ball off through for himself to give his side
an early 6-0 lead following the conversion to his own

try. The game continued back and forth with both sides
making easy metres but failing to execute when in their
respective attacking zones. Canberra then managed
to take control of the match, when Fogarty produced
a towering bomb which was spilled by Tigers rookie
fullback Jahream Bula. Veteran winger Jordan Rapana
then picked up the scraps to score the Raiders second
try and following Fogarty’s conversion gave the Green
Machine a12-0 lead at halftime.

It was a strange case of deja vu after the break, when
Fogarty produced almost an identical try to his first,
kicking towards the upright and collecting the ball to
extend the visitors lead to 18-0 following the conversion

to his own try. The Raiders looked to be cruising towards
a steady win, when the game was suddenly turned on
its head in the 67th minute, when Starling was marched
to the Sin Bin following a blatant ruck infringement
on his own line. Wests took advantage immediately
when Jahream Bula slid over close to line off a terrific
run and pass from Tommy Talau. Minutes later it was
former Raider John Bateman who came back to haunt
his former club, when the Englishman crashed over for
hack-to-back tries and have the Raiders fans feeling
very nervous. Wests then caused the ultimate boilover,
when Brandon Wakeham kicked and regathered for
himself to score a clever try and tie up the scores with
six minutes remaining. The Tigers continued to surge

upfield and then took a shock lead when Luke Brooks
nailed a field goal and put the Tigers in front for the first
time in the match. Canberra wasn't beaten yet however,
asstrong charges from their key forwards set up Fogarty
for the match winner. The twists continued as the field
goal attempt missed but the Raiders were given a late
reprieve, when they were awarded a penalty in front.
Fogarty made no mistake and sealed the win and
secured a vital two points for Ricky Stuart's men. The
Green Machine return to Canberra next weekend where
they host the Warriors in what will be club captain
Jarrod Croker's 300th NRL game. Wests Tigers will travel
to the Gold Coast in Round 15 where they will face the
Titans next Thursday night. SAM BOURKE

WARRIORS 30 DOLPHINS 8

The New Zealand Warriors have powered their way to
a 30-8 victory with a dominant second half over the
Dolphins in Auckland.

Holding a slender lead at halftime before blowing the
game open with four second half tries, halfback Shaun
Johnson displayed signs of his youthful best with a
brace of tries to the delight of 23,686 supporters in
attendance. Returning home to the newly renamed Go
Media Stadium for the first time in a month, the Warriors
were quick to capitalise on multiple penalties and a

captain’s challenge with Johnson (5th minute) taking on
the line and dummying to open the scoring. Going close
to adding a second only for Tesi Niu to deny Charnze
Nicoll-Klokstad with a determined defensive effort, the
Warriors were dealt a blow with centre Rocco Berry
ruled out of the match after a head clash with Jarrod
Wallace. With both sides struggling to execute attacking
opportunities midway through proceedings, the
Dolphins were left to rue points left on the table with Niu
denied due to a forward pass and Jamayne Isaako failing
to hold onto an attacking kick. Eventually getting on
the board through Niu (34th minute) following a terrific

cut-out pass by Kodi Nikorima, the Warriors took a 6-4
lead to the sheds after Luke Metcalf was penalised for
a double movement with seconds remaining in the half.

Playing with an extra man after Anthony Milford was
sent to the sin bin for a late hit on Marcelo Montoya
shortly after the resumption of play, the Warriors
appeared to score through Dallin Watene-Zelezniak
only for the bunker to rule Marata Niukore obstructed
Isaiya Katoa during a right side shift. Striking a major
blow with Johnson (55th minute) stepping his way to
the line for a brace of tries, a length-of-the-field st

from the kick-off saw Metcalf (56th minute) streak
away to push the home side out beyond two converted
tries. Securing the result with Watene-Zelezniak (68th
minute) finishing off a right-side shift reminiscent of the
play denied earlier in the half, the winger (72nd minute)
pounced on a pass from Katoa to collect his second of
the night. A late try to Isaako (77th minute) proved little
more than consolation for the visitors as the Warriors
romped to their biggest victory of the season. Next
week, the Warriors will face the Raiders in Canberra on
Friday, while the Dolphins will head to Manly to take on
the Sea Eagles later the same evening. ROB CROSBY

SOUTH SYDNEY 46 GOLD COAST 28

Like a broken record, the Gold Coast Titans have
collapsed in a second half yet again as the Rabbitohs ran
in 28 second half points to score a hig 46-28 victory on
the Gold Coast.

The Titans started the game with a bang opening up an
early 12-0 lead when it was Iszac Faasumaleaui who
opened the scoring after halfback Tanah Boyd drew the
defence outwards and the hig man was able to get over.
The second try for the Titans came just four minutes
[ater when a penalty against Souths gave the Titans
good field position and Chris Randall took advantage
from dummy half . Tanah Boyd's conversion from in front

gave the home-side an important lead. Hitting back
with two tries of their own in quick succession with
Keaon Kolomatangi getting his way over the line with
a harging run. The Rabbitohs second try was through
some soft Titans defence as Souths went to their left
and Alex Johnston got over. Blake Taaffe hit one of the
two conversions to keep the score at 12-10. Off the back
of another penalty against the Rabbitohs for illegal kick
pressure, the Gold Coast were back on the attack and it
was Alofiana Khan-Pereira that got over out wide. The
high scoring nature of the first half continued as Alex
Johnston got over for his second in a situation where all
he had to do was catch and put the ball down after Isaiah
Tass got the ball free to an unmarked AJ. An error on the
stroke of half time put the Titans in good field position

and they took advantage when Jojo Fifita scored out
wide. Despite the miss from Tanah Boyd, the Titans took
a22-18 lead into the half-time break.

Second halves have been the Achilles heel for the
Titans and yet again they ruptured badly looking like
a completely different side to the one in the first half.
Errors and soft defence riddled their performance
and it was off the back of an odd penalty that got the
Rabbitohs in position for their first try of the second
half. Campbell Graham chased through a Blake Taaffe
kick that saw the Titans outside defence absolutely
struggling again to mark up and the big centre was the
first to the ball. Things continued to get worse for the
Titans as Alex Johnston completed his hat-trick within

50 minutes as a Gold Coast error put themselves under
pressure and despite questions about the grounding,
it was another Souths try. Things kept flowing for the
Rabbitohs as Cody Walker was next to go through for
a deserved try after some excellent work from Damien
Cook put the Souths five-eighth over. A penalty goal
for Blake Taaffe extended the lead. Two more late tries
put the nail in the coffin as Richie Kennar went over out
wide and then Hame Sele went through some very soft
defence. A late consolation try for the Titans captain
Tino Falasumaleaui put his name on the scoreboard
alongside his brother. Next weekend, the Titans have
a Thursday night contest against the Wests Tigers
meanwhile Souths have a Saturday afternoon battle
against the Dragons at Kogarah. JOSH ROBERTSON

BRISBANE 20 CRONULLA 12

Brishane travelled to the Shire to take on the games best
attacking unit on Saturday night, and came away with
a very impressive defensive performance to produce a
stunning 20-12 victory.

The Broncos started the game very strong in defence
and especially in attack, thanks to some very powerful
running by their middle forwards. Their enthusiasm and
early dominance was rewarded in just the 6th minute of
the game when a Matt Moylan grubber, 20 metres from
the Broncos line, was trapped by the feet of Jordan Riki,
who then regathered the loose ball and ran 70 metres
before he was reeled in by William Kennedy. On the next

play, Kotoni Staggs scooped up the ball from dummy
half and raced over to score despite the few goal line
defenders. Adam Reynolds failed to convert from out
wide. The Sharks started to get themselves into the
game on the back of some brilliant play by Nicho Hynes,
who was popping up on the edges on both sides of the
field, twice contributing to line breaks only for the play
to break down shortly after. But in the 21st minute, he
put Siosifa Talakai into space and the big centre broke
the line and raced 35 metres to score. Hynes converted
to give the Sharks a 6-4 lead. The turning point then
came five minutes before halftime, with the Sharks
dominating play. Brishane on the first tackle of their
set and inside their own 10 metres, spread the ball left
hefore a long ball bounces its way along to Corey Qates,

who takes it cleanly and then races 55 metres before
kicking ahead where the ball bounces awkwardly for
Ezra Mam, but he manages to regather perfectly to
score a brilliant length of the field try to give the lead
hack to the Broncos. Reynolds converted. Three minutes
[ater, Kotoni Staggs put up a delicate little chip kick over
the Sharks edge defence and close to their line where
Ronaldo Mulitalo misjudged it and tried to reel it in from
hehind him, but he fails and Jesse Arthars took the ball
cleanly to score. Reynolds failed to convert from out
wide and at halftime, the Broncos lead 14-6.

The opening 30 minutes of the second half saw no
points scored, but the Sharks throwing all they could
at the Broncos defence, but try as they might, they

couldn't crack them. The Sharks at times looked out
of sync, as their attack just continually came up with
uncharacteristic errors. In the 70th minute, the Broncos
put the game to bed when Reece Walsh got the ball at
third receiver close to the Sharks line and held up a
lovely ball for Herbie Farnworth who ran a strong line
and barged over for a try. Reynolds converted to give
the Broncos a 20-6 lead. Braden Hamlin-Uele and Sione
Katoa hoth went very close to scoring in the following 4
minutes, but it was Kennedy, who grubbered for himself,
that finally got the Sharks score moving again. Hynes
converted from in front. The Sharks continued pushing
and making half chances, but they couldn' advance
the scoreline any further, the Broncos winning a good
contest by 8 points. ANDREW FERGUSON



SYDNEY 25 CANTERBURY 24

All the talk coming out of the Roosters one-point win
over the Bulldogs will revolve around James Tedesco.
The Blues and Kangaroos captain rebounded from a
horror Wednesday night to cross for a double in a best
on ground performance to lead his side to a 25-24 win.

On a heautiful afternoon in Gosford it was the away side
in the Bulldogs who emerged quickest out of the gates.

A14th minute tryto Tevita Panjai Jr was backed up in the
very nextset by a brilliant try to Reed Mahoney. The lead
wouldn't last long as the Roosters went “hang, bang!” in
the 19th and 23rd minute through James Tedesco. Teddy
could have had a first half hat-trickif not for a misguided
decoy run from Joey Manu. With Reed Mahoney ruled
out via a failed HIA at halftime, it looked like a difficult
task for the Doggies.

Someone obviously forgot to tell the blue and whites

as Josh Addo Carr ran 80 metres from a scrum play
very early in the second half. The ease in which he
blew Joseph Suaalii away was a sight to behold. Junior
Paugas first try for the Roosters, and second in the
NRL, capped off a brilliant play that heavily involved
James Tedesco. Again the lead wouldn't last long with
Matt Burton's pinpoint kick finding Josh Addo-Carr for
his second try of the afternoon. Burton would convert
and end the day a perfect 4/4 from the kicking tee.
James Tedesco was again heavily involved in a short-

side play that saw Joseph Suaalii score. Suaalii, also 4/4
would ensure a fantastic finish. The Roosters were super
professional in setting up an easy-as-you-like field goal
from Luke Keary in the 75th minute. [t would be the first
time the Roosters would lead, and ultimately the last
point scored. Unfortunately the Dogs were unable to
make the most of a few chances and would fall short.
A brilliant game of footy on the Central Coast and two
very important competition points for the Roosters.
DANNICHOLS

NORTH QLD 45MELBOURNE 20

The North Queensland Cowboys have thumped the
Melbourne Storm by 25-points with a dominant second
half performance. The scores were locked coming into
halftime, but the Cowboys had other plans for the
second.

Two tries in the first 12 minutes of the half signalled
their intent and they didn't let an excellent Nick Meaney
try in the 57th minute bother them. The Cowboys

struck back with three unanswered tries to obliterate
the Storm's defence late in the game. It was a night to
enjoy for the Cowhoys and their fans, a redemption of
sorts after their embarrassing loss to the Wests Tigers
a fortnight ago. There were signs of the eventual
dominance in the first half, scoring two tries in the first
eight minutes, however, some poor showing in defence
invited the Storm back into the game despite the away
side struggling with the ball in hand. Semi Valemei
enjoyed a memorable club debut for the Cowboys,
scoring their first two tries and adding a third just

after the half-time break. His experience will be the
opposite of his opposition. The Storm will be severely
disappointed with their efforts tonight, giving up a
chance to move up to second place on the ladder. They
were uncharacteristically ill-disciplined finishing with
T errors and five penalties which led to just 43 per cent
of the ball, ruling out any chance they had of winning
the game. They were able to stay with the Cowboys in
the first half, but the home side didn't allow the same to
occur in the second half.

A'lot of the key players for the Storm felt absent from
the game tonight and it's a game Craig Bellamy will be
sure to use to fire up his side for the remainder of the
season. Meanwhile, the Cowboys will use this as an
example of what they can achieve in this competition
when they're on a roll. Their attack in the second half
was excellent but defensively they weren't at their best
and they'll be looking to carry this momentum through
for the rest of the season. LACHY MACCORQUODALE

PENRITH 24 STGEO ILLA 18

Penrith Panthers were made to work but won 2418
against a dogged St George lllawarra Dragons side in
front of 16,912 fans at Penrith Stadium on Sunday night.

Despite this being a top four team against the bottom,
it was a willing encounter in Penrith. The reigning
Premiers had enough class to see off the Dragons and
pick up a vital two points during the Origin period. The
game started in bright fashion for the visitors. They took
the lead from the kicking tee after Nathan Cleary was
pinged for an obstruction. Zac Lomax piloted through the
kick and made it 2-0 to the Dragons. Panthers quickly
gotinto their groove. A quick shift to the right saw Brian

Too dive over to give them the lead as they looked to
brush off their disappointment from Wednesday night
and get back to winning ways. The Dragons refused
to go away. Mikaele Ravalawa showed off his strength
down the right side and levelled the game at 6-all. Lomax
again was successful from the tee and added his second
penalty goal to give the Dragons the lead again. It wasa
carhon copy for the second four-pointer. Dragons again
stripped numbers on the right and gave Ravalawa space
to bulldoze his way to the try-line and made it a 12-6
score line for the visitors. Small errors cruelled the
Dragons in this game and made it level at the break. An
error gave the Panthers a scrum then Jack Cogger who
replaced Nathan Cleary due to a hamstring strain put the

kick on the chest of To'o to make it 12-all.

Panthers retook the lead just after the break. They
were awarded a penalty for offside which allowed
Stephen Crichton to pilot through the goal to make
it 1412 and start the half off the right way. They
extended the advantage again from some magic play.
The ball refused to die on last then |zack Tago grubber
through for a flying Suni Turuva to touchdown and get
the 16,912 fans jumping at Penrith Stadium. Dragons
again kept their nose in the game. Ben Hunt who played
another magnificent hand for the team hoisted up a kick
which Zac Lomax lept highest to score and set up for a
grandstand finish. Panthers delivered the killer blow

nine minutes from time. Isaah Yeo poked through the
line, offloaded to a steamrolling Moses Leota who got his
way to the line to once again give them the advantage.
There was a final chance for the Dragons but once again,
undone by a mistake. Tyrell Sloan sliced through for a
four-pointer but it was called back due to an obstruction
from Ben Murdoch-Masila. Crichton added to his tally
with a penalty goal on the buzzer to make it 26-18 the
final score. Panthers were dealt an early blow with the
Cleary injury but got another two points in the bank.
The Blues coaching staff will be sweating on the fitness
of Nathan Cleary who injured his hamstring in the
contest also there was an injury scare for Jarome Luai
who rolled his ankle in the second half. JUSTIN DAVIES



ROUND 14 RESULTS

CANBERRA 20 (). Fogarty 2, J. Rapana tries; J. Fogarty 4
goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 19 (). Bateman, ). Bula, B.
Wakeham tries; B. Wakeham 3 goals; L. Brooks field goal) AT
CAMPBELLTOWN SPORTS STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 2nd June. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Canberra 12-0.
Penalties: Wests Tigers 6-4. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 11,201.
WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Talau, Tupou; Wakeham,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Simpkin, Klemmer, Papalii, Bateman, Pole.
Int: Koroisau (C), Seyfarth, Twal, Kepaoa.

CANBERRA: Smith-Shields, Cotric, Hopoate, Timoko, Rapana;
Wighton, Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Saulo, Young, Horshurgh,
Tapine (C). Int: Starling, Guler, Frawley, Mariota.

WARRIORS 30 (S. Johnson 2, D. Watene-Zelezniak 2, L. Metcalf
tries; S. Johnson 5 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 8 (). Isaako, T. Niu
tries) AT GO MEDIA STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 3rd June. Kickoff: 5:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 6-4.
Penalties: 6-all. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 23,686.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Afoa, Ford,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Curran, Barnett, Sironen, Ale.

DOLPHINS: Nikorima, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Niu; Milford, Katoa;
Bromwich (C), Stone, Ese®ese, Bromwich, Lemuelu, Wallace. Int;
Nicholls, Teague, Te Whare, Plath.

SOUTHS 46 (A. Johnston 3, C. Graham, R. Kennar, K. Koloamatangi,
H. Sele, C. Walker tries; B. Taaffe 7 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST
28 (1. Fa'asuamaleaui, T. Fa'asuamaleaui, S. Fifita, A. Khan-Pereira,
C. Randall tries; T. Boyd 4 goals) AT CBUS SUPER STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 3rd June. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 22-16.
Penalties: Gold Coast 4-3. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd: 18,736.
GOLD COAST: Kini, Khan-Pereira, Sami, Schoupp, Fifita; Campbell,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui, Haas, Stimson, Liu. Int:
Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Verrills, Clark.

SOUTHS: Taaffe, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Kennar; Walker, llias;
Tatola, Cook, Sele, Koloamatangi, Host, Arrow. Int: Murray (C),
Chee-Kam, Mitchell, Suluka-Fifita.

BRISBANE 20 (). Arthars, H. Farnworth, E. Mam, K. Staggs tries; A.
Reynolds 2 goals) DEFEATED CRONULLA 12 (W. Kennedy, S. Talakai
tries; N. Hynes 2 goals) AT POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 3rd June. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Brishane 14-6.
Penalties: Brishane 4-1. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 12,318.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes; Kaufusi, Brailey, Hunt, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane (C). Int;
Graham, Williams, Hazelton, Hamlin-Uele.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Oates; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Paix, Hetherington, Taupau, Piakura.

SYDNEY 25 (). Tedesco 2, ). Pauga, ). Sualii tries; ). Suaali'i 4
goals; L. Keary field goal) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 24 (. Addo-
Carr 2, R. Mahoney, T. Pangai Junior tries; M. Burton 4 goals) AT
INDUSTREE GROUP STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 4th June. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: 12-all. Penalties:
Canterbury 7-6. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 18,338.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Allan, Sua‘ali’i, Smith, Pauga; Manu, Keary;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Turpin, Collins, Butcher, Butcher, Tupouniua.
Int: Brown, Crichton, Lodge, Smith.

CANTERBURY: Perham, Addo-Carr, Averillo, Alamoti, Wilson;
Oloapu, Burton (C); King, Mahoney, Sutton, Okunbor, Preston,
Pangai Junior. Int: Waddell, Morrin, Edwards, Rajab.

NORTH QLD 45 (S. Valemei 3, M. Taulagi 2, V.. Holmes, ). Nanai,
C. Townsend tries; V. Holmes 6 goals; C. Townsend field goal)
DEFEATED MELBOURNE 20 (X. Coates, N. Meaney, ). Olam tries;
N. Meaney 4 goals) AT QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK STADIUM.
Date: Sun, 4th June. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: 14-all. Penalties:
Melbourne 6-5. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 18,867.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Taulagi, Holmes, Hiku, Valemei; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Leilua, Luki, Granville. Int;
Nanai, Taunoa-Brown, Neame, Cotter.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes (C); Kamikamica, Grant, Welch, Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Asofa-Solomona, Garlick, Pene, Anderson.

PENRITH 26 (B. To'o 2, M. Leota, S. Turuva tries; S. Crichton 4, N.
Cleary goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 18 (M. Ravalawa
2, . Lomax tries; Z. Lomax 3 goals) AT BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 4th June. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: 12-all. Penalties:
6-all. Referee: Chris Sutton. Crowd: 16,912.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary (C);
Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Hosking, Yeo. Int: Smith,
Martin, Cogger, Leniu.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Sullivan, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Molo, Burns, Su'A, De Belin. Int;
Murdoch-Masila, Hunt, Kerr, Mbye.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 14

Team P
PENRITH 12
BRISBANE "
SOUTHS "
CRONULLA 12
MELBOURNE 12
CANBERRA 13
WARRIORS 13
DOLPHINS 13
SYDNEY 12
MANLY 12
NEWCASTLE 12
PARRAMATTA | 13
GOLD COAST 12
NORTH QLD 14
CANTERBURY 13
WESTSTIGERS | 12
STGEO ILLA 13
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Reuben Cotter (QLD/NQL) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: 10% match fee
Tom Flegler (QLD/BRI) Grade 2 Careless HT: 13% match fee

Julia Robinson (QLD W) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
Sarah Togatuki (NSW W) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: warning
Zac Woolford (Canberra) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $2500
Isaiah Papalii (Wests Tigers) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800
Jarrod Wallace (Dolphins) Grade 2 Shoulder Charge: 3 matches
Anthony Milford (Dolphins) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 3 matches
Chris Randall (Gold Coast) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
Richie Kennar (Souths) Grade 1Shoulder Charge: $1000

Ronaldo Mulitalo (Cronulla) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $1000
Braden Hamlin-Uele (Cronulla) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $3000
Blayke Brailey (Cronulla) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $750
Joseph Suaali'j (Sydney) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 3 matches
Jake Turpin (Sydney) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Coen Hess (North Qld) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
20 POINTS

Shaun Johnson (Warriors) m
18 POINTS

Payne Haas (Broncos)

17POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Eels), Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

13 POINTS
Ben Hunt (Dragons), Latrell Mitchell (Rabbitohs), Adam Reynolds
(Broncos)



Gold Coast Titans got themselves back in the winner's
circle with a 28-12 win over Wests Tigers on Thursday
night at Robina Stadium.

There was no second half fade from the Titans
tonight, as they did enough to get two valuable points
against fellow strugglers Wests Tigers to kick off

Round 15 in the National Rughy League. The Titans
were on the front foot from the opening whistle. They
dominated possession in the opening ten minutes
hefore a well executed scrum move saw the returning
A Brimson slice through the Tigers defense. Tigers
struck back through their forwards. A nice pass
saw David Klemmer streamroll past several Titans
defenders to get the ball down and give the visitors
a6-4 advantage early in this contest. A quick two-try
salvo saw the Titans take a 10-point advantage going
into the break. Klese Haas strolled through a gap to

regain the lead then Brimson and Jayden Campbell
combined for the latter to score off a grubber for 16-6.

Second halves haven't been the kindest to the Titans
and but they bucked the trend here. Just before the
hour mark after an arm wrestle, Tino Faasuamaleaui
got a saloon passage after the pass from Sam Verrills
toextend the lead to 16. Once again, the Titans scored
in bunches. Campbell snaffled an intercept before he
was roped in by Jahream Bula in a match race. It was
a simple pass option on the right which saw Phillip

Sami score in his centurian game. Tigers give the
Titans a brief scare in the final stages. Bula fended
off a defender then won the race to the try-line and
eventually got the ball down. The young fullback has
been a bright spot for the Tigers in recent weeks.
Titans were able to hold on to secure a valuable two
points. They will have a nervous week ahead with
Tino Fa'asuamaleaui on report for an elbow which led
to a broken jaw for Apisai Koroisau in the first half.
JUSTIN DAVIES

The Warriors weathered the Raiders first half
dominance, top turn the tables and score 30-6 in
the second half to romp home in an impressive
performance to ruin Jason Croker's 300th game
celebrations.

From the outset Canberra were clearly the dominant
side, overpowering the Warriors in attack and
defence, with an overwhelming majority of the first
half spent in the Warriors half and with the visitors
defending staunchly. Matt Timoko very nearly scored
inthe 11th minute, only to be kept just shy of the line
by some stellar goal line defence by the Warriors.
It would be another 11 minutes before the Raiders
finally scored, thanks to a it of a luck, when Jack
Wighton grubbered close to the Warriors line, the ball
ricocheted and popped up in the air, where Wighton

regathered and strolled over to score under the posts.
Jarrod Croker converted. In the 24th minute Mitch
Barnett was sent to the sin bin for a high shot on
Jordan Rapana, however the Raiders were unable to
capitalize on the extra man advantage they had, quite
the contrary actually happened as the Warriors lifted
a gear and worked their way back into the game. In
the 30th minute, Dallin Watene-Zelezniak got hit
high by Wighton as he left the back of the scrum,
10 metres from the Warriors line. The Raiders gave
away another penalty just 3 tackles later and from
the next set, Shaun Johnson put up a kick to the right
wing, where Watene-Zelezniak leapt from inside the
field of play and the Raiders in-goal area, caught the
ball, landed on one foot just inside the sideline and
scored brilliantly. Johnson then nailed the sideline
conversion. From the restart, Watene-Zelezniak
instigated a scuffle with Corey Horshurgh which
resulted in a penalty for the Raiders and Croker

kicked a penalty goal to put the Raiders ahead by
two in what was a whirlwind three minutes for the
Warriors winger. At halftime the Raiders held a slim
8-6 lead, but were looking the better of the two units.

A Croker charge down 7 minutes after play resumed,
gave the Warriors a repeat set and at the end of that
set, Johnson drifted right, linked with Charnze Nicoll-
Klokstad, who then evaded the tackle by Croker and
scored a good try. Johnson again converted. A Luke
Metcalf break in the 55th minute got the Warriors
out of their own half and on the attack and two plays
[ater, Tohu Harris at second receiver, shaped to pass
out the back, before hitting the leading runner Tom
Ale with a lovely short ball, who barged over to score
under the posts. Johnson converted from in front.
The Warriors crossed again in the 63rd minute when
Johnson held upalovely ball for Metcalf, who charged
onto it and scored under the posts. Johnson copped

an accidental knock to the head, which saw him stay
down while nursing a bloodied nose. Adam Pompey
took over the kicking duties and converted from in
front. Marata Niukore was held up and denied a try in
the 64th minute, but Wayde Egan wasn't denied when
he ran from dummy half, shaped to pass, but then ran
through some sloppy goal line defence and scored
under the posts. Pompey again converted. In the 75th
minute, Niukore was sent to the sin bin for a shoulder
charge which resulted in Rapana also coming off for
an HIA. The Raiders got back-to-back penalties and
then a set restart before Josh Papalii barged over
to score a powerful try in the 77th minute. Croker
converted. From the restart, the Raiders shifted
the ball left along their own goal line, but one pass
was thrown too high and Johnson, back on the field
after passing his HIA, took an intercept and scored a
cheeky try, which he converted to give the Warriors
acommanding 36-14 victory. ANDREW FERGUSON

Manly Warringah has thrashed the Dolphins by
58-18 tonight at Brookvale Oval in a devastating
performance from Anthony Seibold’s men.

The Sea Eagles raced in ten tries to two, in what was
a club record loss for the NRL's new starters. Manly
were simply scintillating, with their Origin stars in
Cherry-Evans and Trbojevic dominating in attack,
while Rueben Garrick made a successful positional
switch to centre, scoring a hat-trick and racking up
30 points for his side. For the Redcliffe based side it
was easily their worst performance of the season,
as they simply failed to keep pace with an electric
Eagles side. The loss was further compounded with
a potentially serious shoulder injury to dummy half

Jeremy Marshall-King to add to the rookie side’s
mounting injury list. The Dolphins travelled to Sydney
for the first time in their short history to face Manly
and they missed the bus early falling behind 4-0
after as many minutes when Daly Cherry-Evans and
Reuben Garrick combined to put Jason Saab over in
the corner untouched. It was de ja vu for the Dolphins
|eft edge defence minutes later, when Garrick sliced
through again without a hand being laid on him and
Manly were racing the clock in front of a parochial
home crowd. Manly then put the pedal to the metal
when Tom Trhojevic sliced through with a show and
go, which was quickly followed up by a soft try to
hooker Lachlan Croker from dummy half and it was
22-0. The Dolphins needed to get their hands on the
ball and as soon as they did, they made it count, when

winger Jamayne Isaako collected a superb long pass
from Kodi Nikorima to race away to score his 13th try
of the season and get the visitors on the scoreboard.
Manly quickly regained the ascendency before
halftime however, when Garrick scored his second try
after a brilliant grubber under pressure from Croker,
which gave the home side acommanding 28-6 lead at
the break.

The Sea Eagles continued the onslaught after the
break, when the chip and chase came back into
vogue. First it was Tom Trbojevic scoring his second
try following a kick from Daly Cherry-Evans inside
his own half. This was followed by five-eighth Josh
Schuster with a chip and chase for his speed man
Tolutau Koula to give the home side a unassailable

40-6 lead. Just as it was looking like a cake walk,
Queensland flyer Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow put on the
after burners off a set play for the Dolphins score
their second try and narrow the scoreline to 40-12
with a quarter of the game remaining. The Eagles
then again clicked into an extra gear with ten minutes
to go as hoth Tolutau Koula and Jason Saab secured
doubles, before Garrick scored his hat-rick to put an
exclamation mark on the performance. Dolphins flyer
Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow then scored a late consolation
try but it was a record loss by the NRLs new side,
with the Redcliffe based side going down by 58-18.
Round 16 sees Manly-Warringah travel across the
Spit Bridge to Parramatta where they face the Eels
next Saturday, while the Dolphins will have the bye.
SAM BOURKE

St George lllawarra have held on for a 36-30 win
over South Sydney at a packed Kogarah Oval this
afternoon, with the Bunnies scoring three late tries
to put a fright through the home fans.

A mad-cap final five minutes saw the Bunnies close
a 36-14 deficit to just six points by the siren, with a
|ethal right side led by Campbell Graham making the
impossible look probable if it weren't for a crucial
error inside the final 30 seconds. The Rabbitohs
started the scoring nine minutes into the contest
when Richie Kennar took advantage of an overlap

on the right edge to get his side's scoreboard account
started. Ben Hunt scored a superb try to get the home
team on the board several minutes later, with Mat
Feagai looking like he'd been brought down before
getting up untouched and finding Hunt steaming onto
it. Lomax's conversion put the hosts ahead by two,
hefore a try to Mikaele Ravalawa not too long after
pushed the lead to 10-4. The Red V added a penalty
to remain in control inside the final ten minutes of the
opening half, but some lacklustre competition for the
ball in their own half allowed Keaon Koloamatangi to
score almost unencumbered, reducing the margin to
four - a12-8 lead for the Dragons at the break.

Eleven into the second half Jacob Liddle was the
next player to grab the game by the horns, scoring
from dummy half to stretch to 18-8. A Damien Cook
line break followed and Souths struck back through
Isaiah Tass for a tense 18-14 scoreline and twenty-
five minutes left to play. From there - the Dragons
blew the Bunnies away. Former Rabbitoh Jaydn Su'a
cruelled his old club’s chances of rising to the top of
the competition with a try around the hour mark,
Lomax’s conversion stretching things out to eight
points. Four-pointers for Michael Molo and Jaiyden
Hunt - both converted by Lomax for six - ensured
the Dragons were well-headed at 36-14, but as the
clock counted down, South Sydney managed to inflict

significant damage on the home team. A three-try
raid - all coming down the Dragons’ porous left side
defence - saw Jacob Host, Lachlan llias and Campbell
Graham all clamber over in consecutive minutes; the
resulting shrunken margin meaning the Dragons -
who were on track to jump up 16th over the Tigers on
differential, instead languish in last place. It's not all
roses for Souths, who will sink to fourth or even fifth
depending on tomorrow’s Storm-Sharks result. Both
teams enjoy the bye next week - the Dragons return
to action on Friday week after Origin Il when they
host the Warriors at WIN Stadium. South Sydney’s
next game is in a fortnight as well, hosting North
Queensland at Accor. TIM COSTELLO



The Brishane Broncos have moved to the top of the
premiership ladder with a thrilling 24-20 victory over
the Newcastle Knights at Suncorp Stadium.

Temporarily moving ahead of Penrith into first
position with their 11th win of the season, the
Broncos were made to earn the two points with a
|ate try to Adam Reynolds clinching the win with four
minutes remaining. Beginning the match in fine form
with Dane Gagai producing a stellar defensive effort

to deny Corey Oates over the try line, the Newcastle
centre was equally effective in attack by delivering
the final pass to send Dominic Young (17th minute)
over for the first try of the evening. Going close to
extending their lead only for the bunker to overturn
atry to Greg Marzhew due to the winger putting an
arm into touch before grounding the ball, the Broncos
struck a blow against the run of play with Reynolds
finding Selwyn Cobbo (32nd minute) in support to
take a 6-4 lead. Determined to have their dominance
during the first half reflected on the scoreboard,

Newcastle fullback Kalyn Ponga (35th minute)
produced a dazzling 60 metre run to send the visitors
to the sheds leading 10-6.

The Broncos were quick to capitalise on an error
following the resumption with Cobbo (45th minute)
running onto a pass from Reece Walsh to collect his
second of the night. Refusing to wilt in the face of
their more favoured opponents, the Knights posted
consecutive tries with Young bursting down the
sideline and connecting with Mat Croker (54th

minute) before Young (58th minute) claimed his
second to establish an eight-point advantage. Striking
back with a four-pointer to Brendan Piakura (69th
minute) to set up a thrilling finish, Reynolds (76th
minute) combined with Ezra Mam to put the Broncos
back in front. Despite conceding a penalty after the
siren, the Broncos were able to repel the Knights
and claim a 24-20 victory. Next week, the Broncos
will have their second bye of the season, while the
Knights will return home on Saturday afternoon to
take on the Roosters. ROB CROSBY

The Panthers worked hard to get a well-earnt 10-0
halftime lead, but a 7 minute blitz shortly after
halftime saw them take the game completely away
from the Roosters.

Penrith came out of the sheds at the very start of the
game running hard and tackling even harder, making
their intentions clear from the very outset. They
dominated field position for the majority of the game,
helped by the Roosters ill-discipline handling the
hall especially. The game opened with an old-school
10 minute softening up period. In the third minute,
Issah Yeo in the middle and close to the Roosters line,
saw a gap, burrowed down low and got himself to the
|ine. He was awarded a try but the Bunker intervened
and found a double movement, denying the brilliant
Lock a try. In the 11th minute, Penrith spread the ball

from left to right where Stephen Crichton received
the ball, drifted towards the sideline before getting
himself between the two outside defenders and he
sliced through to score. He failed to convert his try.
The game started to open up, with plenty of offloads
and second phase play for the next 20 minutes from
both sides, but the Roosters consistently turned
the ball over cheaply. In the 36th minute, Penrith
extended their [ead when a bustling Liam Martin run
through the middle saw him make 40 metres before
he linked with Dylan Edwards just past halfway,
who raced 40 metres to score a brilliant try. Crichton
converted. The Panthers very nearly scored from the
restart when Scott Sorensen made a break down the
left side, found Edwards in support, but Edwards’ last
pass was intercepted. At halftime Penrith lead 10-0.

Penrith wasted no time after the break with Yeo
ran onto a crash ball and burrowed over for a try in

the 46th minute. Crichton converted from in front.
In their next set after the restart, Sorensen made
another break but couldn't find any support and was
tackled 20m shy of the Roosters line. On the next play
the Panthers spread the ball to the right courtesy of
some great stepping by Jarome Luai, before Brian To'o
received the ball outside his defender and he raced
over to score in the corner. Crichton converted.
Another great stepping run by Luai followed by a
quick play-the ball allowed Sunia Turuva to make
a bust from dummy half down the sideline, before
he turned the ball inside to Izaak Tago who scored
a good try that began on halfway. Crichton added
the extras and in the space of 7 minutes, Penrith's
lead had extended from 10 to 28 points. In the
60th minute the Roosters finally got on the board
through a determined and typically spirited run by
James Tedesco, bumping out of tackles, changing
direction before powering through defenders to

score. Luke Keary converted from the sideline. Play
became quite spirited between the forwards shortly
after with Jared Warea-Hargreaves at the centre of
it. First he had a heavy collision with Liam Martin,
which left the Panthers forward with a cut on his
head and forced to come off for an HIA. Just a few
tackles later and Moses Leota had a head clash with
Warea-Hargreaves, forcing the Panthers prop to also
leave them field for an HIA. Just a few minutes later
and Spencer Leniu had a fiery clash with Warea-
Hargreaves which lead to an all-in scuffle, during
which the Roosters enforced squirted water from
his water bottle at Leniu, before lobbing the empty
bottle at him. The referee sent both men to the sin
bin for 10 minutes. Crichton kicked a penalty goal to
give Penrith a 30-6 victory in a highly entertaining
encounter. ANDREW FERGUSON

The Melbourne Storm have shown that they certainly
are not spent forces in the 2023 NRL season with a
54-10 victory over an awful Cronulla Sharks side at
AAMI Park in front of 20,000 fans.

Things started well for Melbourne when a Harry
Grant grubber came off the upright padding and into
the not so safe hands of Tui Kamikamica who made
an easy put down look tough as he nearly lost the
ball for the Storm’s first try after just four minutes.
The Sharks hit back soon after as what looked to be
a poor kick from Matt Moylan was actually pinpoint

to Ronaldo Mulitalo who offloaded to Teig Wilton to
score. With scores locked up at 6 all, Nicho Hynes’
penalty attempt foreshadowed how bad of a day that
he was going to have when his shot at goal came off
the uprights. Things unravelled for the Sharks with
incomplete sets in their own end putting themselves
under pressure when Will Warbrick took advantage
to scorein the corner. The Storm then went over when
Harry Grant acked up a Tui Kamikamica short offload
to score under the posts. It was one-way traffic for
the home-side when Harry Grant got the ball down
from dummy half just after the half-hour mark. The
Storm then added two more tries shy of the half-hour
mark when Xavier Coates got a quick double, first

outleaping the Sharks defence on a cross-field kick
and then some awful defence got Melbourne through
and some magical work from Coates to catch a lofted
pass to score untouched.

Trailing 34-6 at half time, the Sharks needed to get
everything right in the second half and letting the
ball go dead from the kick-off did not achieve that at
all but for once their mistake was unpunished. The
Storm added a penalty goal a few minutes after half-
time after the Sharks failed to get their drop-out to go
10m. Things continued as one-way traffic and it was a
royal try on the Kings birthday when Josh King went
through a massive gap and heat the Sharks defence to

score. Things then fizzled for a while before the Storm
were able to put two more tries on the board when
Reimis Smith went over the play after Nelson Asofa-
Solomona burst through and the Sharks defence was
scrambling. Jahrome Hughes then took the easy gap
through the soft Sharks defence to score and put
the score beyond 50. The Sharks then scored a late
consolation try taking advantage of a numerical
advantage following Christian Welch's sin binning
for a hip drop tackle. Next weekend, the Melbourne
Storm head to Campbelltown Stadium for a clash with
the Tigers on Saturday evening whilst the Sharks play
host to the Canterbury Bulldogs on Sunday afternoon.
JOSHROBERTSON

The Parramatta Eels have continued their charge
up the ladder while things have gone from bad to
worse for the Bulldogs, the Blue and Gold winning by
22-points in a one sided affair on the Kings Birthday
long weekend.

Things got off to an appropriate start given the
holiday, with King Clint Gutherson getting over for
the first try of the match. Will Penisni was able to win
an aerial battle and knock the ball back to Gutherson,

who grounded the ball to make it 6-0 inside 7
minutes. Both sides showcased their willingness
to throw the ball around, and after some ad-lib play
the Bulldogs were the next on the board. Young
five-eighth Karl Oloapu broke at least four tackles
including a big fend on Gutherson before linking up
with halfback Matt Burton, who dived over under
the post to level things up. The Eels would soon get
a piggy-back penalty up the field and from there it
was all one way traffic. Mitch Moses got the defence
moving left before turning Gutherson inside, the
Eels fullback grabbing a first half double. With much

conjecture around who will be named as halfback for
NSW, Moses did himself plenty of favours, moments
[ater putting a left foot step on the Dogs to break the
line, before again linking up with his skipper on the
inside, King Gutho appropriately getting a hat-trick
on the Kings Birthday holiday. Before half-time, stand
in Eels five-eighth Daejarn Asi made a clean line break
hefore passing to bailey Simmonsson in support, the
centre extending the Eels advantage to 18-points.

The rest of the match was a bit of a drag with the
result sealed long before the full time hooter. Bryce

Cartwright made a tackle break in the 5ist minute
before offloading for Will Penisini, who scored the
first points of the second half. The Bulldogs would
claw one hack with 20 minutes to go, Hayze Perham
beating some poor tackle attempts en route to a 20
metre run to the try-line. Some slick ball movement
to the left saw Maika Sivo go over for the last try of
the match in the 66th minute, giving the final score
of 34-12. Next week, the Bulldogs travel to the shire
to take on the Sharks while the Eels will be at home
against the Sea Fagles. ADAM HUXTABLE



ROUND 15 RESULTS

GOLD COAST 28 (A. Brimson, ). Campbell, T. Faasuamaleaui, K.
Haas, P. Sami tries; T. Boyd 4 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 12
(J. Bula, D. Klemmer tries; B. Wakeham 2 goals) AT CBUS SUPER
STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 8th June. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 16-6.
Penalties: Wests Tigers 4-3. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 10,232.
GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami;
Campbell, Boyd; Fotuaika, Verrills, Faasuamaleaui (C), Haas,
Stimson, Liu. Int: Leeming, Clark, Jolliffe, Fa'asuamaleaui.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, Toa, Talau, Tupou; Wakeham,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Blore. Int: Pole, Simpkin, Twal, Kepaoa.

WARRIORS 36 (T. Ale, W. Egan, S. Johnson, L. Metcalf, C. Nicoll-
Klokstad, D. Watene-Zelezniak tries; S. Johnson 4, A. Pompey
2 goals) DEFEATED CANBERRA 14 (). Papalii, J. Wighton tries; ).
Croker 3 goals) AT GIO STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 9th June. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Canberra 8-6.
Penalties: 5-all. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 21,082.
CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Cotric, Saulo.

WARRIORS:  Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Leiataua,
Pompey, Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Afoa,
Ford, Niukore, Harris (C). Int; Sironen, Curran, Barnett, Ale.

MANLY 58 (R. Garrick 3, T. Koula 2, ). Saab 2, T. Trhojevic 2, L.
Croker tries; R. Garrick 9 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 18 (H.
Tabuai-Fidow 2, . Isaako tries; . Isaako 3 goals) AT 4 PINES PARK.
Date: Fri, 9th June. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Manly 28-6.
Penalties: Manly 8-1. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 14,598.
MANLY: Trhojevic, Saab, Koula, Garrick, Tuipulotu; Schuster,
Cherry-Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Sipley, Olakau'atu, Bullemor,
Keppie. Int: Fainu, Lawton, Aloiai, Condon.

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Lee, Niu; Nikorima,
Katoa; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Faamausili, Bromwich,
Lemuelu, Te Whare. Int: Stone, Ese’ese, Nicholls, Donoghoe.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 36 (B. Hunt, J. Hunt, ). Liddle, M. Molo, M.
Ravalawa, ). Su'A tries; Z. Lomax 6 goals) DEFEATED SOUTHS 30 (C.
Graham, ). Host, L. llias, R. Kennar, K. Koloamatangi, |. Tass tries; B.
Taaffe 3 goals) AT NETSTRATA JUBILEE STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 10th June. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: St George
IIlawarra 12-8. Penalties: St George Illawarra 7-3. Referee: Ben
Cummins. Crowd: 17,357.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Sullivan, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Molo, Murdoch-Masila, SuA, Hunt.
Int: Kerr, Musgrove, Amone, Lawrie.

SOUTHS: Taaffe, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Kennar; Hawkins, Ilias;
Tatola, Cook (C), Sele, Koloamatangi, Host, Chee-Kam. Int: Mitchell,
Cartwright, Havili, Suluka-Fifita.

BRISBANE 24 (S. Cobbo 2, B. Piakura, A. Reynolds tries; A.
Reynolds 4 goals) DEFEATED NEWCASTLE 20 (D. Young 2, M.
Croker, K. Ponga tries; J. Hastings 2 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.
Date: Sat, 10th June. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 10-6.
Penalties: Newcastle 6-3. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 35,814,
BRISBANE: Walsh, Oates, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Piakura, Hetherington, Taupau, Smoothy.

NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Safiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Lucas, Elliott. Int:
Mann, Saifiti, Hetherington, Croker.

PENRITH 30 (S. Crichton, D. Edwards, I. Tago, B. Tolo, I. Yeo tries;
S. Crichton 5 goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 6 (J. Tedesco try; L. Keary
goal) AT ALLIANZ STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 10th June. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Penrith 10-0.
Penalties: Sydney 6-3. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 23,610.
SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Allan, Hutchison, Pauga; Manu,
Keary; Waerea-Hargreaves, Turpin, Collins, Butcher, Butcher,
Tupouniua. Int: Smith, Brown, Crichton, Lodge.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, Too; Luai, Cogger;
Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Martin, Yeo (C). Int: Smith,
Leniu, Salmon, Luke.

MELBOURNE 54 (X. Coates 2, H. Grant 2, ). Hughes, T. Kamikamica,
J. King, R. Smith, W. Warbrick tries; N. Meaney 9 goals) DEFEATED
CRONULLA10 (R. Mulitalo, T. Wilton tries; N. Hynes goal) AT AAMI
PARK.

Date: Sun, 1ith June. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 34-6.
Penalties: Cronulla 8-7. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 20,253.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Seve, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Asofa-Solomona, Sims, Wishart, Eisenhuth.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes; Hamlin-Uele, Brailey, Hunt, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane (C).
Int: Kaufusi, McInnes, Graham, Williams.

PARRAMATTA 34 (C. Gutherson 3, W. Penisini, B. Simonsson,
M. Sivo tries; M. Moses 5 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 12 (M.
Burton, H. Perham tries; M. Burton 2 goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.
Date: Mon, 12th June. Kickoff: 4:00 PM. Halftime: Parramatta 24-6.
Penalties: Canterbury 8-2. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd: 33,866.
CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Oloapu, Burton (C); Patolo, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Okunbor,
Preston, Edwards. Int: King, Rajab, Morrin, Waddell.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson, Russell;
Asi, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hands, Paulo, Cartwright, Davey,
Hopgood. Int: Ogden, Doorey, Makatoa, Moretti.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 15

Pos | Team B | + | Pts

2 | BRISBANE

4 | SOUTHS 15

10 | GOLDCOAST | 13

SYDNEY

NORTHQLD 1

WESTS TIGERS

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Albert Hopoate (Canberra) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct: $1000
Mitch Barnett (Warriors) Grade 2 Careless HT: 1 match

Jack Wighton (Canberra) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Marata Niukore (Warriors) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Michael Chee Kam (South Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $2500
Ezra Mam (Brishane) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1800

Spencer Leniiu (Penrith) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct $1800
Spencer Leniiu (Penrith) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct $1800

Jared Waerea-Hargreaves (Sydney) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct $3000
Jared Waerea-Hargreaves (Sydney) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct $3000
Jake Turpin (Sydney) Grade 1 Shouler Charge: $3000

Nat Butcher (Sydney) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $3000

Christian Welch (Melbourne) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
Maika Sivo (Parramatta) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
23 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

19 POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Fels), Payne Haas (Broncos)

17POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

16 POINTS
Ben Hunt (Dragons)

15POINTS
Reece Walsh (Broncos)



ROUND 16

NORTH QUEENSLAND 27 PENRITH 23

A Scott Drinkwater try in the second period of Golden
Point has sparked the North Queensland Cowboys to a
27-23victory over an understrength Penrith Panthers to
kick start Round 16.

With both sides missing several stars due to Origin
commitments, it was the new facesin the sides that were
keen to leave a lasting impression on their respective
coaches. Penrith had the early field position starving the
Cowhoys of possession in the early exchanges. An early
penalty against Chad Townsend set Penrith up with the
first scoring chance. Tyrone Peachey breathed a sigh of
relief for blowing an overlap scoring opportunity when

Jack Cogger landed an inch perfect kick. The kick was
hobbled by Zac Laybutt and |zack Tago was on the spot
to cross for the first try of the contest. Cogger converted
for a 6-0 lead. Off the back of a strong run from Scott
Drinkwater. Tom Dearden showed and goed exposing
some poor edge defence from Penrith, he was able
to link up with Drinkwater to get a much needed try.
Townsend's conversion left us level at 6-6. Semi Valemei
was at the centre of controversy when his knee came
into contact with Sunia Turuva’s head and the Panthers
rookie left for a HIA. Off the back of ill-discipline, a
great shift from Dearden found Laybutt who got a great
offload away to Kyle Feldt who found space. Feldt kicked
back in-field for Dearden and the home side hit the lead
by 12-6. However, it didn't last long thanks to some poor
kick defusals from Kyle Feldt. Like clockwork, Penrith
were able to connect from a scrum play as Tago crossed
for his second try thanks to some great ball-playing from

Dylan Edwards and Jaeman Salmon. The Cowboys strong
first half was undone when Valemei lost the ball coming
out of yardage, from there, their goal-line defence was
paper-thin and Salmon ran right by Townsend to retake
the lead and a 16-12 advantage. It was quickly added to
inthe shadow of half-time when Tom Jenkins crossed for
his first NRL try after strong lead-up work from Salmon
and Edwards for an 8 point lead at the change of ends.

After astrong start to the second half which saw Cogger
[and a penalty goal for a 10 point lead. Penrith made a
foolish mistake and invited the home side into attacking
field position and the first try for the second half. Scott
Sorensen was pinned for a late shot on Townsend and
it was the young rookie Kulikefu Finefeuiaki crashing
over off a good short ball from Jake Granville. This
reduced the margin to 4 points. More poor discipline
and handling let the Cowboys level the scores when

Dearden and Laybutt combined with Feldt to crossin the
corner to tie it up at 22-22. Both sides engaged in trying
to kick their side home but a determined Penrith effort
appeared to come back to bite. A charge down saw the
ball scatter when Sorensen was ruled to have knocked
on. On the ensuing set, Townsend kicked the field goal
with 90 seconds remaining. However, Penrith recovered
the short-dropout to secure a 23-23 result when Cogger
nailed a field goal on the third try of asking. Golden
point continued the tradition of 5 tackles of go forward
before they had a shot at field goal. A critical Tyrone
Peachey error in the second period of golden point set
the Cowboys up for a chance at glory. They were rushed
on the field goal attempt which saw it land in Scott
Drinkwater's arms and he was able to run around the
fatigued Penrith defence stepping Edwards to secure a
21-23 verdict. A LUCANTONIO

SYDNEY 18 NEWCASTLE 16

Sydney Roosters pick up a 18-16 win after a grinding
second half against Newcastle in front of 21,966 at
McDonald Jones Stadium.

Indeed the hosts struck firstinasurprisingly low-scoring
contest, with prolific winger Dominic Young picking up
what would be the first of two tries to give Newcastle an
early advantage. Sadly that lead evaporated relatively
quickly, with newly-moved prop Nat Butcher - usually
a back rower - on the end of a handy movement to
score heside the posts and level the scores. Before the

midpoint of the first half the Roosters would score again,
with Joey Manu finding space off a Sitili Tupouniua bust,
Keary’s second conversion ensuring the away team led
by a converted try. Ten minutes later, Keary would leave
the field after unsuccessfully trying to stop what at
first looked to be a Newcastle try to Young; the Bunker
eventually overruling the play after an earlier knock on.
It was no consolation to the Roosters playmaker though,
seemingly copping Young's boot in a desperate defensive
lunge which saw him sustain a reported fractured jaw.
The absence of a key spine player didn't seem to phase
the Roosters or rookie half Sandon Smith, the visitors

withstanding several raids before Daniel Tupou scored
inthe corner to extend the lead to ten. A penalty goal on
the break, kicked by Smith, saw the Roosters lead 18-6
at halftime.

After a relatively quite opening fifteen minutes post-
resumption, the Knights surged back into the contest
with Young getting his second try - this one not denied
by the Bunker - and the margin was reduced to eight.
A crucial error from the Tricolours set up a grandstand
finish at the 69 minute mark when Bradman Best
scooped up a loose Roosters ball 25 metres from his

own ling, sprinting the 75 metres required to score
and following the extras from Hastings, shaving the
margin down to just two. Both sides had a crack over the
remaining time but couldn't crack the line. Egan Butcher
went from villain to hero in the final 90 seconds, losing
the ball to hand the Knights possession with a minute to
go before executing a one-on-one strip several tackles
[ater to ensure the Knights' hopes were vanquished,
the Roosters holding on for an 18-16 victory. Next week,
Newcastle face a daunting trip to Bluebet Stadium,
while the Roosters host Canberra at Allianz on Sunday
night. TIM COSTELLO

PARRAMATTA 34 MANLY 4

The Parramatta Eels have cruised to a round 16 victory
over the Manly Sea Eagles at their home ground this
Saturday evening. In front of a large crowd of vocal fans,
the 34-4 scoreline will see Parramatta head not just
into the top eight, but the top four, with a commanding
points differential of 104. The win comes without their
regular halves pairing of Mitchell Moses and Dylan
Brown.

A consistent tit for tat style of play in the first five
minutes didn't last very long, with the Eels making
use of their second attacking chance of the night.
In the th minute, hooker Brendan Hands dribbled

through a grubber over his opponents tryline, and a
Parramatta chaser was deemed to have heen taken out
by the bunker. As such, Kaeo Weekes was binned for the
professional foul, and Manly were down to 12. The Eels
took immediate advantage of the extra man, opening the
scoring through big man Ofahiki Ogden. He shrugged off
a poor defensive effort from Haumole Olakau'atu before
slamming the ball down on the line for his teams first
points of the evening. Bailey Simonsson backed it up just
a few minutes later, slicing through Manly's right edge
defence to take the scoreline to 12-0 in the 17th minute
(with the help of Gutho's conversions). An error from
Maika Sivo gave Manly a hint of momentum, and with
their full contingent of 13 now back on the field, they
wereooking likely to open their own account. And score

they did, in the 24th minute through some beautiful
hands by their key spine players, which resulted in
Christian Tuipulotu taking advantage of the overlap
on the left edge. Garrick couldn't convert, leaving the
score at 12-4. Only a few minutes passed before the
Eels hit straight back through Clint Gutherson, diving
out of dummy half in the 23th minute. J maine Hopgood
would continue piling on the Manly misery just before
half-time, with a spectacular solo effort to reach the
white stripe. Gurtherson pinged the conversion in off
the upright to boast perfect 4/4 conversion statistics in
the opening half.

The second half was very repetitive at times, with the
Eels dominating both possession and territory, but

not gaining much to show for it. They were denied by
the video referee on THREE occasions before finally
opening their second half account in the 63rd minute
through Bailey Simonsson's second of the game. In the
subsequent 15 minutes, another three tries were denied,
with Manly showing absolutely nothing with ball in
hand. Makahesi Makatoa put the cherry on top for
Parramatta in the 76th minute, scoring off a Maika Sivo
chip and chase. Gutherson missed his first conversion of
the night to leave the final score at 34-4. Ofahiki Ogden
was sent to the bin for good measure in the final minute
for an innocuous professional foul, rounding out an odd
game. The Eels will take on The Dolphins next week,
whilst Manly travel South to meet Melbourne. LACHLAN
MCINTYRE

MELBOURNE 28 WESTS TIGERS 6

Not very often does a team’s only try of the game
overshadow a four try spectacular but that's what
happened in the Tigers 28-6 defeat to the Melbourne
Storm at Campbelltown Stadium.

Inside four minutes, the Storm got on the board when
they were able to exploit the numbers on their first
attacking set spreading the ball right as the defence fell
foradecoy run by Nelson Asofa-Solomona which created
an overlap for Will Warbrick to score untouched. A
moment in history was created when after 116 games,
Alex Twal got his first NRL try after the Storm couldn't

handle a cross-field kick from the Tigers and the loose
ball was swooped on by Twal to score. The Tigers lead
[asted five minutes when Melbourne hit back as Will
Warbrick got his second try after outjumping his
opponent as Jahrome Hughes' kick was pinpoint out to
the right winger and Warbrick got over. Extending their
lead just shy of the half-time break, Tyran Wishart was
on the spot to pounce on a loose ball and score the first
NRL try of his career but without the fanfare of Twal
hefore him. Nick Meaney's poor night with the boot was
on show when he put the conversion into the upright
from close range and the Storm could only manage a
14-6 lead at half-time.

The second half started brightly for the Tigers making
good metresin attack butthey couldn'tturnit into points
and eventually Melbourne took advantage on their first
attacking raid of the second half when Will Warbrick got
over for his third of the night. The goalkicking woes of
Nick Meaney kept the scores at 18-6. A fourth try eluded
Will Warbrick when he knocked on in-goal but it was
only a short wait for that fourth one to come when the
Tigers defence was torn apart by the Melbourne right-
side attack and Warbrick strolled over for his fourth.
The Storm then finally put their left side over when the
hall was missed by George Jennings initially but like a
seagull on a chip, Kane Bradley was able to pounce on
it first and get over in the corner. Nick Meaney finally

got his best strike on the conversion attempt from out
wide to put the score to 28-6. Neither side could manage
afinal try and the Storm held onto a hard-fought victory.
Next weekend, the Storm have their final home game at
AAMI Park hefore the temporary move to Docklands
when they host the Manly Sea Eagles, whilst for the
Tigers they have the bye before heading to Townsville
against a resurgent Cowboys outfit. JOSH ROBERTSON



CRONULLA 48 CANTERBURY 10

The Cronulla Sharks have bounced hack from their poor
performance last week to absolutely trounce the poor
old Bulldogs, winning 48-10 in a display of men against
hoys at Pointsbet Stadium.

It was somewhat of an arm wrestle early, with the
Sharks slight upper hand being evened by two poor
Nicho Hynes errors. He was quick to steady the ship
though, picking up a Flanagan grubber and running 90
metres hefore getting tackled to get the ball rolling for
Cronulla’sfirst, scored by Teig Wilton after a shift to the

|eft. The Sharks would go further ahead with a penalty
goal before Braden Hamlin-Uele crashed over for a soft
try, the first of many bargeovers scored by big men in
an indication that the Bulldogs middle defence isn't up
to standard. When the Bulldogs were on the attack,
they shot themselves in the foot with basic errors, Karl
Oloapu putting it down and allowing Mulitalo to get the
Sharks going. That man would score about a minute later
as Will Kennedy beat two defenders and threw a lovely
pass. The Dogs would get one hack courtesy of a Kyle
Flanagan shortside scoot from dummy-half, the former
Shark doing a “this is my house” celebration that didn't
quitefitinthe context of the game with his side down by

14. Before the break, Cronulla would add two more tries
that were almost identical, with Cam Mclnnes crashing
over hefore Jack Williams did the same a few minutes
[ater. At half time, it was 30 to 4 in favour of the Sharks,
who didn't look like letting up.

The desperation of Canterbury was showing, with
Braidon Burns trying to force a miracle offload while
coming out of his own end that was dived on by Ramien,
allowing the Sharks an opportunity to post first points
of the half. They did just that, as big Tom Hazleton used
Reed Mahoney as a glorified speed bump on his way to
the first try of his career. The Sharks would bring up

40 about five minutes later when they took advantage
of another attacking opportunity, Nicho Hynes putting
the milestone man Briton Nikora over for a try in his
100th game. It was a horror day for the Bulldogs, and
it looked as though the scoreline could be anything
when Jesse Ramien intercepted Kyle Flanagan's pass
in the 60th minute to make it a 48-4 ball game, but to
their credit they were a lot stronger for the final quarter
of the match and even scored the last try when Reed
Mahoney found a rampaging Kurtis Morrin in the 72nd
minute, giving the final score of 48-10 in favour of the
home team. Both sides will freshen up with a bye next
week. ADAM HUXTABLE

ROUND 16 RESULTS

NORTH QLD 27 (S. Drinkwater 2, T.
Dearden, K. Feldt, K. Finefeuiaki tries;
C. Townsend 3 goals; C. Townsend
field goal) DEFEATED PENRITH 23 (1.
Tago 2, T. Jenkins, ). Salmon tries; ).
Cogger 3 goals; J. Cogger field goal) AT
QLD COUNTRY BANK STADIUM.
Date: Fri, 16th June. Kickoff: 8:00 PM.
Halftime: Penrith 20-12. Penalties:
8-all. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd:
17271

NORTH OQLD: Drinkwater, Feldt,
Laybutt, Hiku, Valemei; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Granville,
Hess, Leilua, Luki, Taunoa-Brown.
Int: Taumalolo, McIntyre, Neame,
Finefeuiaki.

PENRITH: Edwards (C), Turuva, Tago,
Peachey, Jenkins; Salmon, Cogger;

SYDNEY 18 (N. Butcher, ). Manu, D.
Tupou tries; L. Keary 2, S. Smith goals)
DEFEATED NEWCASTLE 16 (D. Young
2, B. Best tries; ). Hastings 2 goals) AT
MCDONALD JONES STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 17th June. Kickoff: 3:00
PM. Halftime: Sydney 18-6. Penalties:
Sydney 4-3. Referee: Grant Atkins.
Crowd: 21,966.

NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young,
Gagai, Best, Tuala; Gamble, Hastings;
Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Lucas,
Fitzgibbon, Elliott. Int:  Mann,
Hetherington, Croker, Jones.
SYDNEY: Manu, Tupou, Allan, Smith,
Pauga; Keary (C), Smith; Waerea-
Hargreaves, Turpin, Butcher, Butcher,
Tupouniua, Whyte. Int: Hutchison,
Brown, May, Crichton.

PARRAMATTA 34 (B. Simonsson 2, C.
Gutherson, ). Hopgood, M. Makatoa,
0. Ogden tries; C. Gutherson 5 goals)
DEFEATED MANLY 4 (C. Tuipulotu try)
AT COMMBANK STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 17th June. Kickoff: 5:30 PM.
Halftime: Parramatta 24-4. Penalties:
6-all. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd:
21,296.

PARRAMATTA:  Gutherson  (C),
Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson, Russell;
Matterson, Asi; Campbell-Gillard,
Hands, Ogden, Cartwright, Davey,
Hopgood. Int: Moretti, Ofahengaue,
Doorey, Makatoa.

MANLY: Weekes, Saab, Koula,
Garrick, Tuipulotu; Schuster, Arthur;
Paseka, Croker (C), Sipley, Olakau'atu,
Bullemor, Keppie. Int: Fainu, Lawton,

MELBOURNE 28 (W. Warbrick 4, K.
Bradley, T. Wishart tries; N. Meaney
2 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS
6 (A. Twal try; B. Wakeham goal) AT
CAMPBELLTOWN SPORTS STADIUM.
Date: Sat, 17th June. Kickoff: 7:35 PM.
Halftime: Melbourne 14-6. Penalties:
3-all. Referee: Zhignew Przeklasa-
Adamski. Crowd: 8,517,

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma,
Naden, Kepaoa, Tupou; Toa,
Wakeham; Pole, Simpkin, Klemmer,
Papali'i, Blore, Bateman (C). Int: Da
Silva, Twal, Seyfarth.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick,
Smith, Seve, Jennings; Pezet, Hughes
(C); Kamikamica, Garlick, Asofa-
Solomona, Loiero, Eisenhuth, King.
Int: Sims, Wishart, Pene, Bradley.

CRONULLA 48 (B. Hamlin-Uele, T.
Hazelton, C. Mclnnes, R. Mulitalo,
B. Nikora, J. Ramien, J. Williams,
T. Wilton tries; N. Hynes 8 goals)
DEFEATED CANTERBURY 10 (K.
Flanagan, K. Morrin tries; K. Flanagan
goal) AT POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 18th June. Kickoff: 4:05 PM.
Halftime: Cronulla 30-4. Penalties:
Cronulla 7-3. Referee: Adam Gee.
Crowd: 11,901.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien,
Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan, Hynes;
Kaufusi, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora,
Wilton, Finucane (C). Int: Mclnnes,
Graham, Williams, Hazelton.
CANTERBURY:  Perham,  Kiraz,
Averillo, Alamoti, Burns; Oloapu,
Flanagan; Patolo, Mahoney (C), Pangai

Leniu, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen,
Hosking, Eisenhuth. Int: Luke, Smith,
Garner, Henry.

Aloiai, Woods.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 16

Team
BRISBANE
PENRITH
MELBOURNE
SOUTHS
CRONULLA
WARRIORS
CANBERRA
PARRAMATTA
GOLD COAST
DOLPHINS
SYDNEY
MANLY
NORTH QLD
NEWCASTLE
STGEOILLA
CANTERBURY
WESTS TIGERS
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS
No charges laid in Round 16

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
23 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

19 POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos), Mitchell Moses (Eels)

17POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

16 POINTS
Ben Hunt (Dragons)

15POINTS
Reece Walsh (Broncos)

Junior, Okunbor, Preston, Morrin. Int:
Rajab, King, Waddell, Pele.

LU 4



New Zealand has thrashed the Dragons by 48-18 at
WIN Stadium in Wollongong tonight, consolidating
their place in the NRL top eight.

Warriors winger Dallin Watene-Zelezniak was the
star for the visitors scoring four sensational tries
to add to his season highlight reel which has heen
very impressive so far in 2023. The former Kiwi Test
captain was well supported by a rejuvenated Shaun
Johnson who was also superb for the visitors, having
a hand in several tries and scoring one himself. The
loss for the Dragons further piles pressure on the
playing group, who will no doubt face another week
of headlines with skipper Ben Hunt sure to feature
heavily as he looks to determine his immediate future
with Dragons management early next week. While on

the commentary heading into the game was firmly on
the Dragons, New Zealand were the first to put points
on the scoreboard through Watene-Zelezniak, who
scored his first try following a slick backline play.
Johnson missed the conversion from out wide and it
was 4-0 after as many minutes. The home side then
returned serve through their dynamic fullback Tyrell
Sloan, who sliced through the Warriors defence to get
the Dragons on the scoreboard. Zac Lomax converted
to put the wDragons in front by 6-4. New Zealand
then put themselves back in front when Warriors
five-eighth Luke Metcalf produced a cut out ball close
to the line. The pass then skidded off the ground and
into the arms of his winger Marcelo Montoya who
crashed over in the corner. The Warriors then kicked
into gear with back-to-back tries through Shaun
Johnson kicks, the first Bayley Sironen who latches
onto a deft grubber close to the line and the second
to Jackson Ford who collected an uncontested homb

to give his side a commanding 20-6 lead at halftime.

St George desperately needed things to go their
way in the second half and they got some luck when
Warriors backrower Marata Niukore was sent to the
Sin Bin following a high tackle on Dragons centre
Moses Suli. With New Zealand down to 12 players the
Dragons took advantage, when prop Zane Musgrove
crashed over following an inside pass from dummy
half by Jacob Liddle to give the home fans some hope.
The air was quickly taken out of the balloon however,
when Watene-Zelezniak scored his second try after
some quick hands from his inside men, which allowed
enough space for the flying winger to produce a
stunning dive and plant the ball inches inside the
corner post. New Zealand then returned to full
strength, which saw immediate dividends when prop
Addin Fonua-Blake produced a sublime offload to
Shaun Johnson who scored under the posts. This was

followed by another Watene-Zelezniak break down
the right-hand side and this time the former Bulldog
found his centre Rocco Berry in support to score and
extend the lead to 36-12. St George then stopped the
onslaught temporarily when prop Francis Molo dived
on a grubber which ricocheted off the posts to score
a fortunate try. Watene-Zelezniak then resumed
normal transmission, scoring two more tries to
register a career high four tries to send his side back
to New Zealand with confidence sky high prior to
returning to Mount Smart Stadium in Round 18 where
they face the Rabbitohs. St George-lllawarra now
head intoa local derby against Cronulla at Shark Park
next Thursday night with their season in tatters and
the conjecture over skipper Ben Hunt's future sure to
again weigh heavily on the playing group heading into
next week. SAM BOURKE

A42-Afirst half has seen the Eels win over alacklustre
Dolphins outfit who made it more of a contest after
halftime, final score 48-20 at Sunshine Coast Stadium
inthe NRLs 17th round.

Key takeaways:

+ The Dolphins opened the scoring after just
four minutes with debutant Brayden McGrady
dotting down for the opener
From there Parramatta destroyed the home
side, piling on seven converted tries to lead
42-4 at the break.

The second half was completely different,
with the Dolphins getting three tries back and

Parramatta scoring just one.
The win pushes the Eels into fifth place, the
Dolphins languish in tenth

Indeed after McGrady's opening try, it was all
Parramatta. Andrew Davey stepped through the
middle for the Eels’ first after seven minutes and
another seven minutes later another back rower in
Jmaine Hopgood had the small contingent of away
fans cheering loudly, taking apart woeful Phins
defence and it was quickly 12-4. Just after the 20
minute mark Will Penisini was in for Parramatta’s
third, the first of a quickfire treble from the visitors
which saw them go from 12-4 to 30-4 leaders in
just six minutes. Penisini was in the thick of it for
the second of those three tries, setting up Clint

Gutherson off a long-range break into the backfield,
and then grabbed his own second try. A five minute
gap in scoring opened up, allowing the clock to catch
the Eels once more, but that only lasted til the 33rd,
with Bailey Simonsson away down the left this time
and again it looked far too easy. Moses converted -
six from six for the half to that point, and it was 36-
4. The blue and gold had one more first half special
in them, Sean Russell scoring in the corner after a
successful captains challenge allowed them to retain
possession.

The 42-4 halftime lead certainly led many to consult
record books, but the home team was having none of
it - Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow scoring the first of his two
tries at 49 minutes to begin the process of restoring

respectability to the Dolphins' name. Six minutes
[ater, Valynce Te Whare would continue the hosts’
momentum with a try, bringing the scoreline in to
42-14. The two sides traded tries between the 60th
and 70th minutes - Gutherson and Tabuai-Fidow
each collecting their second tries respectively, but
neither outfit troubled the scorers in the final ten
minutes, final score 48-20 to Parramatta, with the
Dolphins outscoring them 16-6 after halftime. The
competition’s new boys are headed down over the
river to the Gabba next week where they'll face
the Broncos for the second time in their history,
and won't leave Queensland for at least the next
five weeks; Parramatta will enjoy the bye before
welcome the Warriors to Commbank in a fortnight.
TIMCOSTELLO

The Penrith Panthers were able to rest their Origin
contingent yet still record a comfortable win over the
Knights on Saturday night 20 points to 12.

Tyrone Peachey was the star on the night although
his centre partner lzack Tago was almost equally as
damaging. ‘The Peach’ crossed for a double and had
atry assist in a wonderful effort. To make that effort
even more impressive it came against former QLD
Origin great Dane Gagai. Tago equally dominated

his direct oponent in Bradman Best. Tago ran for
a game high 238 metres and broke a ridiculous 11
tackles. Penrith burst out of the blocks and crossed
in the eighth minute through the every reliable Dylan
Edwards. He broke a series of tackles to score next to
the posts. He had a near flawless night and put a good
foot forward for a potential Origin Three call up. Kalyn
Ponga would cross in the 17th minute after Newcastle
wrestled back momentum. Ponga has stared for his
Knights since returning to fullback. From there it
became the Tyrone Peachey show as he crossed for

a try in the 25th minute and then again in the 33rd
minute. Jack Hetherington was sent to the sin bin
three minutes prior to the break due to a moment
of madness. It looked as though the floodgates may
open following the break.

This would come, somewhat, to pass as Jaeman
Salmon crossed from dummy half as Hetherington's
time in the bin expired. Jackson Hastings breathed
some much needed life into the contest with a
brilliant solo try in the 57th minute. He converted his

own try and it looked to be game on. Unfortunately
the game fell away from there and petered out,
despite Tyrone Peachey's best efforts. Newcastle
dropped a second straight game to a heavily Origin-
depleted side. The loss was their third in a row and
sets up amust win game next week against the Dogs.
Meanwhile Penrith head to Melbourne next Friday
night on the back of a win and having rested their
Origin stars. Pretty much a perfect night for the high
flying Panthers who, momentarily return to the top of
the table. DAN NICHOLS

The Melbourne Storm walked off the field sporting
Diamond Smiles after a dominant second half saw
them put away a Manly side that were strong in the
first half.

Neither side had the upper hand in the opening
exchanges and it wasn't until some quick thinking by
Manly got the points flowing when Daly Cherry-Evans
put in a perfectly weighted grubber for Haumole
Olakau'atu, who cleaned up the rolling ball skilfully
and scored out wide on the right side. Reuben Garrick

converted from the sideline to give Manly a 6-0 lead
after 15 minutes. It took 26 minutes before the Storm
got on the scoreboard courtesy of a brilliant flick pass
by William Warbrick behind his back, kept the ball in
play as he got bundled into touch. Jahrome Hughes
scooped up the loose ball and scored in the corner.
Nick meaney failed to convert. The Storm scored just
before the halftime siuren sounded when a Hughes
grubber was pounced on by Jonah Pezet, who scored
under the sticks. Meaney added the extras and at
halftime, Melbourne held an unconvincing 10-6 lead.
Both sides were guilty of ill-discipline, especially
with the ball in hand, but it seemed the break helped

Melbourne to clean up their game, but sadly for
Manly, the same could not be said.

17 minutes into the second half, Nelson Asofa-
Solomona made a regulation hit-up wide of the ruck,
broke through the feeblest tackle effort, stepped
off his right foot like any brilliant centre, to avoid
Garrick's tackle attempt, before racing 30 metres
to score a great try. Meaney converted. in the 64th
minute the Storm took the game away from Manly
when a Pezet grubber was fumbled back by a diving
Ray Tuaimalo-Vaega. The ball popped up nicely
for Xavier Coates, who took it cleanly as he got

crunched by Garrick, but he had enough strength and
momentum to get across the line to score. Meaney
failed to convert from the sideline. The Storm put the
game beyond doubt in the 73rd minute when Pezet
put in a perfect grubber for Coates, who regathered
it cleanly and then spectacularly dived to score in
the corner while the rest of his body was in the air
and over the sideline. Pezet failed to convert from the
sideline. Melbourne strolling to a comfortable 24-6
win. ANDREW FERGUSON



The Gold Coast Titans have ended a drama-filled week
for the club on a high, stunning the Brishane Broncos
18-12in a seesawing affair at Suncorp Stadium.

Brishane almost went the length of the field to score
on their opening set, sending a warning shot to the
Titans as Billy Walters was pulled up just short on
the line. It seemed like the Queensland derby was
set to be a high-scoring affair if that was anything
to go by, with both sides willing to spread the ball in
perfect conditions at Suncorp Stadium. Instead, the
two teams would manage just one try apiece in the
first half, but there were plenty of opportunities that
went begging earlier in the game. Having already
gone close in the opening set, it was Brishane again
who nearly scored the first points in the sixth minute
when Selwyn Cobbo sniffed out an intercept. The
Broncos winger pounced on a Kieran Foran cut-out
pass, reading it perfectly only to drop the hall with
no one in front of him and a certain try on the cards.
Filling in for Maroons enforcer Faasuamaleaui, A)
Brimson then later used his speed to get on the
outside and open up a potential shot at points only to
lose the ball in a Herbie Farnworth tackle. Both teams
were guilty of coughing up cheap possession early
in Sunday's game but eventually it was no-nonsense

running from Tom Flegler that produced points. First,
Flegler charged towards the line only to be stopped
just short but did not have to wait long to crash
over off a smart pass from Origin teammate Patrick
Carrigan in the 29th minute. Adam Reynolds slotted
the extras to make it 6-0 to seemingly give Brishane
a solid buffer at the break only for the Gold Coast
to strike in the final minute of the half. There was
controversy though as the Titans scored off the back
of a repeat set that was awarded to the visitors after
Reece Walsh was ruled to have played at an Alofiana
Khan-Pereira kick. Walsh though appeared to just
be making a tackle but having failed to capitalise on
numerous opportunities prior, the Gold Coast finally
put points on the board off a short Foran pass to David
Fifita. Tanah Boyd then stepped up and added the two
points to tie the game up at 6-all at the break.

Broncos coach Kevin Walters appeared to give his
side a spray at halftime but it didn't have the desired
effect as the Titans went over to score first in the
second half. It came after Khan-Pereira was flipped in
atackle by Kobe Hetherington, with a penalty seeing
the visitors start a new set beyond halfway. The Gold
Coast were quick to capitalise too, with Fifita at it
again as he got on the outside of Adam Reynolds
on a Foran pass and quickly shifted it to Brian Kelly
who scored. Boyd couldn't add the extras from

the sideline, leaving the score at 10-6. Perhaps the
Broncos expected things to come a little easier as the
frustration was starting to build, with Walsh kicking
straight away off a penalty and gifting the Titans
the ball back. Sure, the Brishane fullback has pace
on his side but the Broncos have built their success
this year on sustained pressure and that was not the
way to build it. Even the experienced Reynolds was
guilty of forcing the issue too much, giving the Titans
a seven-tackle set when a poorly-executed kick from
the Broncos halfback bounced dead. Once again
the Gold Coast made the home side pay, this time
spreading it early to Khan-Pereira who used his speed
to burn Cobbo and score. Boyd successfully slotted
the conversion from the sideline to make it 16-6 but
it looked like the Broncos had hit back shortly after,
only for the Bunker to intervene. On this occasion
Reynolds went to the air on the last in the 57th minute
and it looked like Phillip Sami couldn't bring it down,
with Brendan Piakura pouncing to score. Replays
[ater showed a touch from Corey Oates though, with
the try later taken off the board. That was the first
of three tries that would be initially awarded and
[ater overruled by the Bunker, with the Titans and
Broncos each having four-pointers taken away. The
most contentious came in the 59th minute as Walsh
put Kotoni Staggs through a gaping hole and backed
up in support to score. But the Bunker was quick

to intervene and ruled Fifita was obstructed in the
lead-up. There was a close call on the ensuing set as
Boyd put up a kick and Oates dropped it, with Aaron
Schoupp on the spot to score. In similar fashion to the
Piakura no-try, it was later ruled by the Bunker that
Phillip Sami had got his hands to the ball in the lead-
up and knocked it on. The Broncos finally got their
second try of the game in the 63rd minute when some
slick footwork from Ezra Mam fooled the Gold Coast
defence, with Reynolds converting the try to make
it 16-12 with 15 minutes left. Brishane had plenty
of chances to steal the game late and Oates surged
through from a set play off a scrum to score in the
Tist minute, only for the pass from Walsh to be called
forward. The Broncos had one final opportunity on
their final play of the game as Reynolds put Piakura
through a hole, with the second rower finding Corey
Dates who kicked back inside. Walsh was chasing
in support but Jayden Campbell saved the day as
the Titans claimed a thrilling 18-12 win. The Gold
Coast play Canberra next week while the Broncos
face another Queensland rival, preparing to take on
Wayne Bennett and the Dolphins. ANDREW JACKSON

The North Queensland Cowboys have powered home
to defeat the South Sydney Rabbitohs 31-6 on Sunday
afternoon.

Piling on four second half tries before a crowd of
11,262 supporters at Accor Stadium, the Cowboys
claimed their first win in Sydney this season after
four previous losses south of the border.

In a closely fought opening which saw both teams
tussle for the ascendancy, the Rabbitohs appeared

most likely to score through Richie Kennar only for
the Cowboys defence to rise to the occasion. With
both teams continuing to trade sets midway through
the half, Cameron Murray was forced from the field
after copping an accidental knee from Jake Granville;
the South Sydney captain subsequently returned to
the field after passing his head injury assessment. In
asign of fatigue which saw Alex Johnston fail to hold
onto a cut-out pass from Cody Walker, the Cowhoys
capitalised on the half hour mark with Tom Dearden,
celebrating his 50th game for the club, delivering
a cut-out pass to Murray Taulagi (30th minute) to

break the deadlock. A field goal to Scott Drinkwater
as the halftime siren sounded gave the visitors an
unexpected 5-0 lead at the change of ends.

Blowing the game open immediately after the break
courtesy of Drinkwater making an incisive run and
finding Valentine Holmes (44th minute) in support, a
tap back by Taulagi in the following set saw Holmes
(47th minute) put the visitors up 17-0. Needing to
stem the flow of points to have any chance of getting
back in the contest, a show-and-go by Lachlan llias
(59th minute) from a scrum saw the Rabbitohs score

underneath the posts. Going beyond two converted
tries with a penalty goal to Holmes just over the
hour mark, a strong run from Kulikefu Finefeuiaki
(70th minute) saw the young forward seal the result
with his second touch of the game. A late try to
Dearden (77th minute), pouncing on a dropped ball
from Blake Taaffe, saw the Cowboys run out 31-6
victors with their third win in succession. Next week,
the Rabbitohs head across the Tasman to face the
Warriors on Friday night, while the Cowboys will host
the Tigers at home on Saturday evening. ROB CROSBY

Questions ahout the form of Roosters and NSW
fullback James Tedesco have only gotten louder after
a poor performance in the Roosters 20-18 loss to the
Canberra Raiders in front of 13,000 fans at Allianz
Stadium.

The Canberra Raiders started quickly with a
penalty goal inside the first ten minutes after an
offside penalty was conceded by the Roosters.
The momentum was with the Raiders early as Jack
Wighton was able to outleap James Tedesco and
get his way over the line to score the opener. Jarrod

Croker had a shock miss from close range. The
Roosters defensive pressure seemed to be going
through a minimalist phase as it didn't really appear
as Canberra added a second try as Albert Hopoate
went over in the corner despite some questionable
passes in the lead-up that were cleared by the
officials. Jarrod Croker converted from near enough
to the sideline to extend the lead to 12-0. On the half-
hour mark, the Raiders added their third try of the
first half when yet again James Tedesco was beaten in
the air and the ball ended up with Matt Timoko who
scored under the sticks. Croker extended the lead to
18-0. The stroke of half-time was perfect timing for
a Roosters try and it came when Joey Manu had too

much speed and strength for a tiring Raiders defence
that couldn't complete the tackle. Sandon Smith
closed the gap with a conversion from right in front.

The late try for the Roosters sparked momentum
as they were able to get an early one in the second
half again through Joey Manu when he got over the
line and had a questionable grounding but it was
confirmed by the bunker supporting the onfield
decision. The conversion from Sandon Smith closes
the gap to just six points. A penalty just shy off the
hour mark for the Roosters being offside at a scrum
gave Canberra what would become a vital penalty
goal to lead 20-12 with 20 minutes to go. Neither

side really could manage any attacking flare but it
was Lindsay Collins who got the Roosters back into
the game with a try underneath the posts inside
the final few minutes. Unfortunately, errors ended
up costing the Roosters any chance to attack the
Raiders line again and the Green Machine held on for
a 2018 victory. Next weekend, the Roosters head to
Brookvale for a Sunday afternoon clash with Manly
that s getting to must win stage territory, meanwhile
the Raiders will play host to the Titans in the Nations
Capital on Saturday afternoon. JOSH ROBERTSON



ROUND 17 RESULTS

WARRIORS 48 (D. Watene-Zelezniak 4, R. Berry, . Ford, S. Johnson,
M. Montoya, B. Sironen tries; S. Johnson 6 goals) DEFEATED ST
GEORGE ILLAWARRA 18 (F. Molo, Z. Musgrove, T. Sloan tries; Z.
Lomax 3 goals) ATWIN STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 23rd June. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 20-6.
Penalties: St George lllawarra 4-2. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd:
9,275.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Sullivan, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Lawrie, Bird, Su'A, De Belin. Int;
Amone, Molo, Murdoch-Masila, Musgrove.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Afoa, Ford,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Walker, Curran, Sironen, Ale.

PARRAMATTA 48 (C. Gutherson 2, W. Penisini 2, A. Davey, J.
Hopgood, S. Russell, B. Simonsson tries; M. Moses 8 goals)
DEFEATED DOLPHINS 20 (H. Tabuai-Fidow 2, B. McGrady, V. Te
Whare tries; . Isaako 2 goals) AT SUNSHINE COAST STADIUM.
Date: Sat, 24th June. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Parramatta 42-4.
Penalties: Dolphins 3-2. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 8,821.
DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Aitken, Te Whare, McGrady;
Nikorima, Katoa; Bromwich (C), 0'Sullivan, Ese'ese, Kaufusi,
Bromwich, Stone. Int: Kerr, Nicholls, Lemuelu, Graham.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson, Russell;
Asi, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hands, Ogden, Cartwright, Davey,
Hopgood. Int: Paulo, Ofahengaue, Matterson, Makatoa.

PENRITH 20 (. Peachey 2, D. Edwards, ). Salmon tries; ). Cogger
2 goals) DEFEATED NEWCASTLE 12 (). Hastings, K. Ponga tries; ).
Hastings 2 goals) AT BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 24th June. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Penrith 16-6.
Penalties: Penrith 6-1. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 18,589.
PENRITH: Edwards (C), Turuva, Tago, Peachey, Jenkins; Salmon,
Cogger; Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Hosking, Eisenhuth.
Int: Luke, Smith, Leniu, Garner.

NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Lucas, Elliott. Int:
Mann, Saifiti, Hetherington, Croker.

MELBOURNE 24 (X. Coates 2, N. Asofa-Solomona, J. Hughes, J.
Pezet tries; N. Meaney 2 goals) DEFEATED MANLY 6 (H. Olakau'atu
try; R. Garrick goal) AT AAMI PARK.

Date: Sat, 24th June. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 10-6.
Penalties: 4-all. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 13,198.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Pezet,
Hughes; Sims, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Asofa-Solomona, King. Int:
Garlick, Pene, Wishart, MacDonald.

MANLY: Garrick, Tuaimalo Vaega, Koula, Harper, Tuipulotu;
Schuster, Cherry-Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Sipley, Olakau'atu,
Bullemor, Woods. Int: Keppie, Lawton, Aloiai, Condon.

GOLD COAST 18 (D. Fifita, B. Kelly, A. Khan-Pereira tries; T. Boyd
3 goals) DEFEATED BRISBANE 12 (T. Flegler, E. Mam tries; A.
Reynolds 2 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 25th June. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: 6-all. Penalties:
Gold Coast 7-4. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 42,249.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Oates, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Piakura, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Smoothy, Jensen, Hetherington, Taupau.

GOLD COAST: Brimson (C), Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami;
Foran, Boyd; Fotuaika, Verrills, Jolliffe, Fifita, Stimson, Liu. Int;
Campbell, Clark, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui.

NORTH QLD 31 (V. Holmes 2, T. Dearden, K. Finefeuiaki, M. Taulagi
tries; V. Holmes 5 goals; S. Drinkwater field goal) DEFEATED
SOUTHS 6 (L. Ilias try; B. Taaffe goal) AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 25th June. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: North QLD 5-0.
Penalties: North QLD 8-4. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 11,262.
SOUTHS: Taaffe, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Kennar; Walker, Ilias;
Tatola, Cook, Sele, Koloamatangi, Host, Murray (C). Int: Cartwright,
Moale, Burgess, Mamouzelos.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Taulagi, Holmes, Hiku, Valemei; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Leilua, Nanai, Granville. Int:
Finefeuiaki, Neame, Taunoa-Brown, Cotter.

CANBERRA 20 (A. Hopoate, M. Timoko, ). Wighton tries; J. Croker 4
goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 18 (). Manu 2, L. Collins tries; S. Smith 3
goals) AT ALLIANZ STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 25th June. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: Canberra 18-6.
Penalties: Canberra 4-3. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 13,326.
SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Smith, Manu, Pauga; Keary, Smith;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Turpin, Collins, Butcher, Crichton, Radley. Int:
Brown, Whyte, May, Hutchison.

CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Cotric, Saulo.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 17

Pos | Team

2 BRISBANE 1

4 CRONULLA

SOUTHS

10| NORTHOLD

SYDNEY

NEWCASTLE

WESTS TIGERS 14

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Reece Walsh (QLD) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: 7% of match fee
Josh Addo-Carr (NSW) Grade 1 Striking: 10% of match fee

Reece Walsh (QLD) Grade 2 Striking: 23% of match fee

Jarome Luai (NSW) Grade 2 Striking: 23% of match fee

Marata Niukore (Warriors) Grade 2 Careless HT: 3 matches
Jack de Belin (St Geo lla) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Jack de Belin (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Maika Sivo (Parramatta) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Aaron Pene (Melbourne) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Reece Walsh (Brisbane) Contrary Conduct, referred: 3 matches
Cameron Murray (South Sydney) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800
Jacob Host (South Sydney) Grade 2 Shoulder Charge: 2 matches

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD gm
25POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

19 POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Fels), Payne Haas (Broncos)

17POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks), Reece Walsh (Broncos/Maroons)

16 POINTS
Ben Hunt (Dragons)



ROUND 18

CRONULLA 52 ST GEO ILLA 16

A brutal second-half massacre has given the Cronulla
Sharks a convincing 52-16 victory over arch-rivals St
George lllawarra to reclaim the Monty Porter Cup.

It was going to be a tough and strong affair despite
these sides’ places on the competition ladder. An early
dual was in the offerings when St George Illawarra was
strong in their line speed and forced an early error.
This led to the opening try of the first half when Jacob
Liddle summed up the situation perfectly and found a
rampaging Mikaele Ravalawa to give his side an early
6-0 advantage. However, some poor discipline by the

visitors gave the Sharks a sniff and off the back of some
brilliant set play. Nicho Hynes slid through some paper-
thin defence and into a yawning gap for the equalising
try. After the early strikes, the game stabilised for a
moment before the Dragons retook the lead. Tautau
Moga capitalised on some ball playing from Ben Hunt
and Tyrell Sloan who reached out to score and beat the
cover tacklers for a 10-6 lead. However, it was all the
Sharks in the final 15 minutes of the first half, crossing
for three tries for a commanding half-time lead. In the
final fifteen minutes, a short ball from Hynes saw Briton
Nikora cross for the home side and with the conversion
from the 2022 Dally M Medallist, the Sharks retook the
lead and didn't look back. Seven minutes later, a clever
cross-ield kick from Matt Moylan found a flying Jesse
Ramien who was cleared for takeoff and gave the Sharks

a two-possession game. In the shadows of the break,
cult hero Tom Hazelton crashed over after a wave of
Sharks possession and it meant Cronullas margin
hallooned to 14 points.

The second half began in comedic fashion with the
Dragons failing to find touch on the first penalty of
the half. However, the Sharks were lackadaisical in
their attacking style with many kicks leading to poor
end of sets. This came back to bite when Ben Hunt
and Tyrell Sloan combined to send the young fullback
on a 90-metre solo effort to get the Dragons back into
the contest. That would be as close as the Dragons got
with the Sharks turning on the accelerator racing in four
second-half tries to all but blow the visitors out of the
contest. Five minutes after Sloan's individual effort, the

eagerness from the Dragons cost them when Moylan and
Wade Graham to find Ronaldo Mulitalo who got it down
spectacularly in the corner. Three minutes later, Will
Kennedy tore through some abysmal edge defence who
fooled Sloan by having Hynes on the inside but Kennedy
is too smart to cross. With thirteen minutes to go, Sifa
Talakai smashed his way through the defence isolating
the small defenders to crash over. Talakai was in all of
the late action with a cheeky blindside raid, he kicked
ahead and then followed up with another kick which
was collected by Mulitalo who crossed for his second.
The Sharks completed their 50 burger with a second try
to Nikora who crossed after breaching some pathetic
defence which looked like they'd rather be doing their
taxes instead of defending and sealing the Monty Porter
Cup for another season. A] LUCANTONIO

SOUTH SYDNEY 28 WARRIORS 6

The South Sydney Rabbitohs have produced an emphatic
return to form, beating the previously hot Warriors by
22-points in torrential rain at Go Media Stadium.

Key takeaways:

« The Warriors came out of the blocks well
enjoying a lot of penalties but could only
post one try during their opening period of
domination
When Souths finally got down the other end
they scored with ease, Alex Johnston crossing
basically untouched
Addin Fonua-Blake was sent to the sin bin just
before half time, Souths taking advantage with
atryto Cameron Murray giving them an unlikely

lead at the break

The Warriors conceded an early second half try,
making the hole they had to dig themselves out
even deeper

Any chance of a comeback had evaporated by
the time debutant Tyrone Munro got a try in the
70th minute. Blake Taaffe also scored late to put
the icing on the cake

The Warriors at one stage led the penalty count 6-0, but
the Rabhitohs were able to continuously turn them away
in what would be a foreshadowing of what was to come.
The weight of possession and field position eventually
took it's toll as Marcelo Montoya went over for the first
try of the match. Souths would've taken it as a win to
be only down by 6, and their confidence increased even

more as they scored with ease on their first visit near
the Warriors line, spreading it left to Alex Johnston, who
went over basically untouched.

The contest then evened up a bit, but the Rabbitohs
climbed into the box seat when Addin Fonua-Blake was
sent to the sin bin for high contact. They took immediate
advantage, Damien Cook putting Cam Murray through a
huge hole to given Souths the lead. The Rabbitohs ball
control was superb the whole night, finishing with 35/39
sets completed despite the monsoon like conditions. It
was on full display when Cody Walker stayed in the field
of play against the odds and then produced a grubber to
force a dropout. Souths would score on the ensuing set
when Walker put in a crossfield kick to Alex Johnston,
who scored his second.

The Warriors still had an outside chance of producing a
comeback when they forced a dropout down 166, but
all their momentum was killed when Barnett forced an
unnecessary pass on play 1that was obviously forward.
Souths continued to win the moments and the icing
was put on the cake when the race to Lachlan llias’
kick was won by debutant Tyrone Munro, making it a
16-point lead for Souths with 10 minutes to go. With
about 3 minutes to play, Munro got into some space and
tried a hail mary kick ahead. It sat up in the in-goal, and
Blake Taaffe was chasing through and grounded the ball,
blowing the scoreline out to 28-6, where it remained.
Next week, the Warriors have another challenge as
they travel to Parramatta to take on the Eels, while the
Rabbitohs will host the Bulldogs. ADAM HUXTABLE

PENRITH 34 MELBOURNE 16

Penrith have defeated the Storm by 34-16 in convincing
fashion under the roof at Marvel Stadium in Melbourne
tonight.

With both sides having a number of origin players, the
animosity started early when Blues and Panthers five-
eighth Jerome Luai tackled Storm half Jahrome Hughes
as he kicked on the last tackle. The Storm players let
Luai know about it and he was subsequently penalised.
Storm goalkicker Nick Meaney took to two points on
offer and got his side a 2-0 lead after as many minutes.
Melbourne then got the jump on the defending premiers,

when QLD hooker Harry Grant scored from a charge
down, with the crafty number nine getting a perfect
hounce to score the first try of the match for an 8-0 lead.
The Storm continued their early dominance when Reimis
Smith produced a beautiful right foot step and offload
for a barnstorming Nelson Asofa-Solomona to score.
Despite replays suggesting that the Kiwi backrower lost
the ball late, the Viideo Referee controversially awarded
the try to give Melbourne a 14-0 lead. Penrith were
in danger of losing touch, however the visitors were
awarded a penalty try to Stephen Crichton in the 31st
minute. The Bulldogs bound centre looked set to score,
but replays showed that Storm fullback Nick Meaney

pulled the arm of Crichton without the ball and impeded
him from grounding the ball. Minutes later zack Tago
makes it back-to-hack tries for the visitors as Luai put
the young gun over in the left-hand corner. Penrith then
had another try with Lindsay Smith the unlikely hero as
the interchange forward contested a Jack Cogger homb.
He then collected the rebound and produced a sublime
flick pass to find Liam Martin who scored just a minute
hefore halftime. Crichton converted to give his side a
shock 16-14 lead.

It was déja vu for Melbourne early in the second
half when they received another penalty courtesy of

Jarome Luai to provide Meaney with another gift two
points which was gladly cashed in. Penrith then pulled
away when Tago crashed through the Storm defence to
score his second try and was then involved in another
try minutes later when he got a desperate kick away
on the last. The ball was charged upon by interchange
forward Zac Hosking, who picked up the scraps to score
next to the posts to give the Panthers a commanding
|ead. Jarome Luai then put a cherry on top late, when
he bounced away from two Storm would be defenders
to deliver a clever kick in goal to find a flying Brian To'o
who scored to give his side a huge confidence boost as
they head into next week's bye round. SAM BOURKE

CANBERRA 22 GOLD COAST 16

Canberra have held on against a strong performing Gold
Coast Titans with a 22-16 victory at GIO Stadium on
Saturday afternoon.

Key takeaways:

Canberra started strongly, with two first-half
tries before the Titans clawed one back.

Gold Coast appeared to claw things back late in
the half when David Fifita claimed a second try,
but the Bunker controversially overturned the
call. Canberra led 12-6 at change of ends.

The visitors were stronger out of the sheds,
scoring to narrow the gap to two, but the two
sides then traded tries for the rest of the game,

Canberra ultimately taking a 10-point lead with
five minutes remaining to all-but shut out the
hope for a Titans win.

Alate try for Tino Faasuamaleaui wasn't enough
to give the Gold Coast a miracle late win.

Albert Hopoate was over for the home team inside three
minutes in an ominous sign, but the Titans managed to
wrestle back a bit of momentum and it was end-to-end
for much of the opening quarter of the match, before Seb
Kris got on the end of a Fogarty bomb to put the Raiders
two tries clear. From there the Titans did turn it around -
Fifita scored his side’s opening try at the 23 minute mark
off a grubber from Aloifana Khan-Pereira which narrow
the gap to six. The Titans appeared to dominate much
of the rest of the half but it was the final minute which

provided the biggest turning point - Fifita was claiming
his second try - and while Todd Smith had awarded it,
the Bunker had other ideas, with Kasey Badger ruling
(controversially) that he'd held back a Raiders player
chasing the ball.

Trailing 12-6 at the break, Gold Coast came out strongly
after halftime, with Jojo Fifita ensuring the Titans'
scoresheet remained mostly Fifita’s. Brimson threw
a superh ball out for the makeshift winger (who had
replaced Phil Sami late before kickoff). Tanah Boyd's
missed conversion meant Canberra retained the lead,
but it was reduced to two. Canberra fired back at 50
minutes with a bizarre passage of play. Khan-Pereira
looked to have scored in the corner off an advantage
play in the corner - the ball not grounded in the corner

but instead bounced into the hands of Raiders’ half Jamal
Fogarty. Fogarty found Rapana who then delivered it to
Timoko who ran 90 metres for a superb long-range
try, if not an odd one. With Croker converting the lead
stretched to eight points for the home team. The two
sides went toe-to-toe for the last half-hour of the game,
in an entertaining contest. Khan-Pereira finally got his
try at the 63 minute mark to narrow the deficit to two
points; but the Raiders effectively secured the win at
74 minutes when Tom Starling reinstated the 8-point
buffer, reaching out for a crucial try. Croker converted
it, then added a penalty goal some four minutes later.
The Titans would enjoy a late surge on the back of a
short kickoff with Tino Fa'asuamaleaui scoring a late
consolation but it wouldn't be enough for the visitors,
who fell short by four points. TIM COSTELLO



NORTH QLD 74 WESTS TIGERS 0

In a bizarre reversal of a similar result just six weeks
ago, North Queensland have humbled the lowly Wests
Tigers with a 74-0 win in front of more than 20,000 fans
at QLD Country Bank Stadium on Saturday.

Let's start with the records:
Third biggest margin in Australian first grade
history - 74 points (2nd: Easts v Canterbury, 80
points; 1st: St George v Canterbury, 85 points;
both in1939).

Biggest ever score to nil in Australian first grade
history - 74-0

North Queensland’s biggest ever win (previously
64-6, also against the Tigers, in 2014 at their
previous home ground)

North Queensland's higgest ever halftime lead
-4

It took nearly 15 minutes for the scoreboard to be
troubled - incredible when you consider there were
nearly as many points as there are minutes in a game
by fulltime. The Cowboys' procession started with Tom

Dearden dummying and scoring, and barely let up for the
rest of the contest. Semi Valemei was next and Luciano
Leilua almost immediately after, and in five minutes
the score transformed from 0-all to 18-0 and the hosts
were hot-to-trot. Scott Drinkwater was next on the
scoresheet - twice he crossed before the half-hour mark
and after Alex Twal was sin-hinned for a hip-drop, the
flood gates opened further, with 30-0 becoming 42-0
in the blink of an eye - Murray Taulagi and Val Holmes
queueing up for their own four-pointers.

Holmes along with Valemei were next on the board
after halftime, with 42-0 turning into 52-0 in next-to-no
time, Taulagi then adding a double in time for the 67th
minute and the 60-barrier was smashed through. The
forwards got a look in late with Jeremiah Nanai and
Jordan McLean breaking down what little resistance the
lowly Tigers offered late in the contest and bringing the
final score to 74-0. The Tigers' task gets no easier when
they host Cronulla at Commbank next Thursday, while
the Cowboys bank two more points next week with a
bye, before a trip to Brookvale against the enigmatic Sea
Eagles in Round 20. TIM COSTELLO

BRISBANE 24 DOLPHINS 16

A 2446 win ensured the Brishane Broncos kept a
100% winning record over their newest neighbours the
Dolphins in a pulsating clash at the Gabba on Saturday
night.

Key takeaways:

. An early Selwyn Cobbo try - minutes after a
Dolphins try claimwas rubbed out by the Bunker
- was the first ever NRL try at the Gabba after
seven minutes.
Brishane went 10-0 up after 23 minutes with a
Herhie Farnworth four-pointer.
The Dolphins hit back through Kodi Nikorima
a couple of minutes later to narrow the gap

to 10-6, but Farnworth’s second the next set
for Brishane shot the margin back out to eight
points.

Coming out of halftime with a 14-6 lead,
Brishane conceded first to only be ahead 14-10
at the fifty minute mark.

With 17 minutes left, Jeremy Marshall-
King burrowed over for the ‘Phins, lsaako's
conversion letting the new club in front for the
only time of the match.

Five minutes later Cobbo restored Brishane's
advantage with his second try; Reynolds
converting for 20-16.

A 78th-minute hat-trick try for Cobbo sealed
Brishane’s win, final margin eight points.

After a fast start and a denied try by the Bunker, the
Dolphins conceded the first try after seven minutes
when Selwyn Cobbo claimed a four-pointer out wide.
A second try after the twenty minute mark to Herbie
Farnworth, barging his way over, saw the home team
g0 10-0 clear but the Dolphins managed to wrest the
momentum back not long after, with Kodi Nikorima
fooling Brishane’s defenders and getting the away side
started for the contest. Farnworth was keen to see the
tryline again and quickly restored Brishane’s advantage
with his second, and with Reynolds failing to convert,
the score going into the break would be 14-6 to the
Broncos.

The Dolphins looked strongest after the break and they
capitlised through a solid left side movement which put
Valynce Te Whare over, narrowing the margin to four.
A war of attrition developed thereafter and it wouldn't
be til the 65th minute when another tryscorer was
registered. Jeremy Marshall-King's reach-out-put-down
drew the Phins level before Isaako converted and the
away team led by two for the first time, but it wasn't
to last. At the 70 minute mark the Broncos fired back
against the momentum with a Selwyn Cobbo four-
pointer which saw the hosts lead 20-16 after Reynolds
converted. Cobbo bagged his hat-trick late and secured
Brishane's second win from two against their new local
rivals, a crowd of more than 30,000 packed in to watch
the historic Gabba match on a pulsating Saturday night.
TIMCOSTELLO

NEWCASTLE 66 CANTERBURY 0
Newcastle Knights put on a club record in their 66-0 win
over Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs in front of 11,004
fans at Stadium Australia on Sunday afternoon.

It was one-way traffic in the center of Sydney in this
contest. Kalyn Ponga starred with hand and boot while
Bradman Best scored a hat-trick in the huge win which
gave the Knights their sixth win of the season. The game
was an arm wrestle for the first ten minutes before the
floodgates opened. Jackson Hastings sold the Bulldogs a

higger dummy than crash test dummies to slice through
and make it 6-0. Hastings got involved in the Knights
second four-pointer. It was some quick hands down the
left side which ended with Bradman Best crashing over
from close range then Lachlan Fitzgibbon ran a similar
line to dive over and make it 18-0. Newcastle Knights
ended the half with a bang to lead 30-0 at oranges.
Ponga weaved past the defense hefore he offloaded to
Phoenix Crossland to score then Best made it a double
from another superb Ponga pass to round off a dominant
first half.

Coming out of the break, Knights felt just fine. Fitzgibbon
sliced through, found the trailing Kurt Mann who
strolled over. Bulldogs fans who booed their team off
the ground as half-time were fed up with their side after
A4 minutes. Hayze Perham had an afternoon he would
rather forget at fullback. He almost gifted Best his hat-
trick after spilling a routine kick but was bailed out by
the bunker. Knights scored a few tackles later through
Greg Marzhew to make it 42-0. Best who has played
every minute in 2023 for Newcastle turned provider for
the Knights eighth try. He strode through the gap, tried

to get to the line himself for the hat-trick but offloaded
to Hastings for the score. The Bulldogs were charitable
enough to give Bradman Best his hat-trick minutes later.
Paul Alamoti dropped the ball off the scrum, the centre
scooped up the ball and went the length to bring up the
half century. Knights put the icing on the victory cake
with a pair of late scores. Enari Tuala ran a good line to
dive over then Kurt Mann set up Phoenix Crossland for
his second four-pointer to round off the 66-0 thrashing.
JUSTIN DAVIES

MANLY 18 SYDNEY 16

The Manly Sea Eagles were made to wait until the final
play of the game to claim an 18-16 victory over the
Sydney Roosters on Sunday afternoon.

Holding a two-point lead with only seconds left on
the clock, Manly winger Christian Tuipulotu managed
to defuse an all-or-nothing kick from Roosters rookie
Sandon Smith to put the home side back in the winner's
circle following back-to-back losses over the past
fortnight. Reuben Garrick’s perfect record with the hoot
proved the difference in a match which finished three

tries apiece to the delight of a sell-out crowd of 17,385
supporters at 4 Pines Park.

[nan evenly matched opening which saw both teams go
set for set, the Roosters appeared to open the scoring
through Corey Allan, only for the bunker to rule Daniel
Tupou had knocked on while contesting a bomb from
Luke Keary in the lead up. Having withstood several
sets on their own line, the Rooster opened the scoring
after Joseph Manu - celebrating his 150th game in first
grade - delivered a sensational flick pass to send Junior
Pauga (22nd minute) over in the corner. The Sea Eagles

returned serve with a scintillating try of their own
which saw Brad Parker fend off two defenders before
finding Reuben Garrick in support, who produced a
pinpoint chip kick for Daly Cherry-Evans (27th minute)
to pounce on. An offload from Nat Butcher allowed
James Tedesco (32nd minute) to put the visitors back in
front, however the lead was short lived as Cherry-Evans
(37th minute) intercepted a pass from Keary to send the
Sea Eagles to the sheds up 12-10.

Taking advantage of a Manly error shortly after the
resumption, Manu (45th minute) powered his way to the

line to put the visitor back in front. In a dogged second
half which saw points hard to come by for both teams,
Josh Schuster delivered a terrific short pass that saw
Ben Trhojevic (70th minute) level the scores at 16-all;
Garrick's successful conversion proved decisive as the
home side took a two-point lead into the final stages.
The Roosters managed to go the length of the field and
force an error to have afinal chance of snatching victory,
however the Sea Eagles stood tall with one-time Rooster
Tuipulotu holding his nerve on the final play to clinch the
18-16 result. Next week, both sides will have their third -
and final - byes of the season. ROB CROSBY



ROUND 18 RESULTS

CRONULLA 52 (R. Mulitalo 2, B. Nikora 2, T. Hazelton, N. Hynes, W.
Kennedy, ). Ramien, S. Talakai tries; N. Hynes 8 goals) DEFEATED
ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 16 (T. Moga, M. Ravalawa, T. Sloan tries;
Z.Lomax 2 goals) AT POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 29th June. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 24-10.
Penalties: 4-all. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 10,267.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes; Kaufusi, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Wilton, Finucane (C).
Int: Mclnnes, Hazelton, Williams, Graham.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Moga, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Sullivan, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Lawrie, Murdoch-Masila, Su’A, De
Belin. Int: Molo, Couchman, Hunt, Mbye.

PENRITH 34 (1. Tago 2, S. Crichton, Z. Hosking, L. Martin, B.
Tolo tries; S. Crichton 5 goals) DEFEATED MELBOURNE 16 (N.
Asofa-Solomona, H. Grant tries; N. Meaney 4 goals) AT MARVEL
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 30th June. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Penrith 16-14.
Penalties: Penrith 6-5. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 26,829.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Sims, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Asofa-Solomona, King. Int:
Garlick, Kamikamica, Wishart, Eisenhuth.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cogger;
Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Martin, Yeo (C). Int: Smith,
Leniu, Hosking, Peachey.

SOUTHS 28 (A. Johnston 2, T. Munro, C. Murray, B. Taaffe tries;
B. Taaffe 4 goals) DEFEATED WARRIORS 6 (M. Montoya try; S.
Johnson goal) AT GO MEDIA STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 30th June. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Souths 12-6.
Penalties: Warriors 9-5. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 22,612.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Afoa, Ford,
Barnett, Harris (C). Int: Walker, Sironen, Ale, Lussick.

SOUTHS: Taaffe, Johnston, Munro, Milne, Kennar; Walker, llias;
Tatola, Havili, Burgess, Koloamatangi, Chee-Kam, Murray (C). Int:
Cook, Sele, Mitchell, Moale.

CANBERRA 26 (A. Hopoate, S. Kris, M. Timoko, H. Young tries; ).
Croker 5 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 22 (T. Fa'asuamaleaui,
D. Fifita, S. Fifita, A. Khan-Pereira tries; T. Boyd 3 goals) AT GIO
STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 1st July. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Canberra 12-6.
Penalties: Gold Coast 11-6. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 11,659.
CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Mariota, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Saulo, Starling, Guler.

GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Fifita; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Verrills, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson, Liu.
Int: Campbell, Clark, Jolliffe, Randall.

NORTH QLD 74 (M. Taulagi 3, S. Drinkwater 2, V. Holmes 2, S.
Valemei 2, T. Dearden, L. Leilua, ). McLean, J. Nanai tries; V. Holmes
11 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 0 AT QUEENSLAND COUNTRY
BANK STADIUM.

Date; Sat, 1st July. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: North QLD 42-0.
Penalties: 3-all. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd: 20,535.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Valemei, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Leilua, Nanai, Cotter. Int;
Granville, Neame, Finefeuiaki, Taumalolo.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, Naden, Toa, Tupou; Laurie,
Wakeham; Utoikamanu, Simpkin, Klemmer, Papali’i, Blore,
Bateman (C). Int: Da Silva, Pole, Twal, Seyfarth.

BRISBANE 24 (S. Cobbo 3, H. Farnworth 2 tries; A. Reynolds 2
goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 16 (). Marshall-King, K. Nikorima, V.
Te Whare tries; . Isaako 2 goals) AT BRISBANE CRICKET GROUND.
Date; Sat, 1st July. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Brishane 14-6.
Penalties: Brishane 8-3. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 30,606.
BRISBANE: Sailor, Oates, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Palasia, Walters, Haas, Piakura, Hetherington,
Carrigan. Int: Willison, Smoothy, Jensen, Taupau.

DOLPHINS: Nikorima, Isaako, Tabuai-Fidow, Te Whare, Niu;
Katoa, 0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Lemuelu, Kaufusi,
Bromwich, Stone. Int: Aitken, Ese’ese, Kerr, Nicholls.

NEWCASTLE 66 (B. Best 3, P. Crossland 2, ). Hastings 2, L.
Fitzgibbon, K. Mann, G. Marzhew, E. Tuala tries; K. Ponga 11 goals)
DEFEATED CANTERBURY 0 AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 2nd July. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 30-0.
Penalties: Canterbury 5-4. Referee: Zbignew Przeklasa-Adamski.
Crowd: 11,004,

CANTERBURY: Perham, Kiraz, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr; Rajab,
Burton (C); King, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Okunbor, Preston,
Morrin. Int: Edwards, Sutton, Topine, Faitala-Mariner.
NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Tuala, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Elliott.
Int: Saifiti, Mann, Hetherington, Croker.

MANLY 18 (D. Cherry-Evans 2, B. Trbojevic tries; R. Garrick 3 goals)
DEFEATED SYDNEY 16 ). Manu, ). Pauga, . Tedesco tries; S. Smith
2 goals) AT 4 PINES PARK.

Date: Sun, 2nd July. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Manly 12-10.
Penalties: Manly 8-3. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 17.385.
MANLY: Garrick, Saab, Parker, Koula, Tuipulotu; Schuster, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Sipley, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi, Trbojevic. Int:
Trhojevic, Aloiai, Bullemor, Woods.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Allan, Manu, Pauga; Keary, Smith;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Turpin, Collins, Radley, Butcher, Brown. Int:
Whyte, Hutchison, May, Wong.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 18

Team
PENRITH
BRISBANE
CRONULLA
MELBOURNE
CANBERRA
PARRAMATTA
SOUTHS
WARRIORS
NORTH QLD
GOLD COAST
MANLY
DOLPHINS
SYDNEY
NEWCASTLE
CANTERBURY
STGEQILLA
WESTS TIGERS
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Dale Finucane (Cronulla) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: 2 matches
Tautau Moga (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Addin Fonua-Blake (Warriors) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Taane Milne (South Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Jarome Luai (Penrith) Grade 1Dangerous Contact: $1800

|zack Tago (Penrith) Grade 1Shoulder Charge: $1500

Emre Guler (Canberra) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $1000

Alex Twal (Wests Tigers) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1match
Jake Simpkin (Wests Tigers) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $2500
Isaiah Papali'i (Wests Tigers) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Matt Burton (Canterbury) Grade 1Dangerous Contact:$1800
Naufahu Whyte (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Christian Tuipulotu (Manly) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $750
LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM m
PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD

25POINTS

Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

20 POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

19 POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos), Mitchell Moses (Eels)

17POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Reece Walsh (Broncos/Maraons)

16 POINTS
Ben Hunt (Dragons)



Sione Katoa was the hat-trick hero as Cronulla overcame
a plucky Wests Tigers to run away 36-12 winners in
front of just over 9,000 fans at CommBank Stadium on
Thursday night.

The Tigers answered the challenge early in defence on
Thursday night, repelling a few Sharks raids to keep
the visitors tryless after 15 minutes as Cronulla instead
settled for a single penalty goal. Eventually though the
Sharks were destined to break the Tigers open, having
already done just that through the middle of the ruck but
struggled to capitalise. The first try of the night came in
the 16th minute went right and Will Kennedy held up
the ball, passing it to Jesse Ramien who shoveled the
ball to Katoa in the corner. The winger then barged
over, although Nicho Hynes missed the conversion from
the sideline to leave the score at 6-0 after that earlier

penalty goal. It didn't take long for Cronulla to extend
its lead, with a Hynes bomb dropped by Asu Kepaoa and
the Sharks quickly taking advantage as their halfback
double-pumped it for a rampaging Siosifa Talakai. Hynes
added the extras to make it 12-0 after 22 minutes and
despite their promising start, things threatened to
unravel like they had the week prior against North
Queensland. Instead, the Tigers rallied to score the next
two tries of the game and level it up at 12-all by halftime.
First a bit of second-phase play, sparked first by an Alex
Seyfarth offload, ended with Tommy Talau reaching out
to score in the 27th minute. Seyfarth was at it again just
before halftime, with the Tigers gifted field position
after Ronaldo Mulitalo spilt a Brandon Wakeham bomb.
On this occasion the interchange forward played it
short to deceive the Cronulla defence and send Shawn
Blore steaming over under the posts, with both tries
converted.

The Tigers needed to carry that momentum into the
second half or quickly risk falling behind against a

Sharks team that was sure to get more clinical in attack
the longer the game dragged on. Unfortunately for the
home side an early Isaiah Papali’i error saw the Sharks
go on the attack right away and Cronulla threatened to
re-establish its lead twice - only to be just denied. First,
Hynes took it right up to the line and passed short to
Briton Nikora who was stopped just short of the line
hefore Blayke Brailey put in a deft kick for Wade Graham
which looked destined to produce points. A late Jahream
Bulahand though batted it dead, showing the exact kind
of desperation in defence the Tigers had been lacking in
[ast week’s 74-0 loss. The Brailey dropout and extended
pressure eventually led to Cronulla’s third try of the
night though, with a well-worked play and runners in
motion seeing Katoa pick up his second. Hynes then
slotted the conversion to make it 18-12 as the Sharks
looked in a solid position to push on for the kind of
comprehensive victory many were expecting. Poor ball
handling and general ill-discipline from Cronulla though
continually presented the Tigers with opportunities to
level the game once again, and they went close on two

occasions. First, Wakeham spotted space in the corner
and kicked on the third tackle for a flying Junior Tupou
only for a late hounce to fool the Tigers winger. Then
Talau looked to have scored his second after coming
down with a Wakeham bomb, but replays showed
he didn't have control of it as the ball went forward
into the arms of Hynes. Two tries went hegging as the
Sharks then went down the other end of the field and
made those close calls even harder to take, with Ramien
scoring off a Hynes kick. Hynes hit the posts but the
score still had pushed out to 22-12, with luck hardly on
the Tigers' side on Thursday night. It took a while but the
Sharks eventually put the game to bed as Hynes cleverly
put Talakai one-on-one with Starford To'a again, with the
centre easily finishing on top of his rival to score. Having
already threatened to split them earlier in the game,
Brailey then later made a clean break to set up Hynes for
his first try of the night - pushing the score out to 32-12.
Katoa then iced the night with his third of the game in
spectacular fashion, scoring in the corner just before the
siren. ANDREW JACKSON

Canberra have nearly blown a 30-10 lead - conceding 3
tries in six minutes - but steadied to defeat the Dragons
by 36-26 at WIN Stadium.

After both sides played some enterprising foothall in
the opening exchanges, it was the Raiders that collected
the first points. Matt Timoko took advantage of a lot
of early foothall and found open space before finding
Jamal Fogarty before the half was taken metres from
the line. On the ensuing play, Jordan Rapana crashed
his way across the line as the Raiders took their spin
on the controversial Ashes dismissal for Try July. Jarrod
Croker converted from out wide for an early 6-0 lead.
The Dragons gritted and worked their way back into
the game, however, their sloppy discipline cost them
in the long run. A poor error coming out of yardage
undid all their hard work and the Raiders capitalised.
Joe Tapine received the ball and beat five of them on his

way to the line, Croker converted to extend the margin
out to two converted tries. It was soon beginning to
ook embarrassing for the Red V. Matt Timoko looked
promising all night and he finally got rewarded just
shy of the half-hour mark. Some quick hands down the
right saw Timoko break through and he had too much
pace for Jayden Sullivan and Paul Turner to cross. Croker
converted for an 18-0 lead. Canberra thought they
extended when Hudson Young crossed but the video
referee spotted a knock-on. St George got in the game
just before the break when Matt Feagai broke down the
left sideline, a quick shift to the right saw Talatau Amone
nearly get there. It took Mikaele Ravalawa to cross on
the ensuing play to get the Dragons back into the
contest. However, in the shadows of half-time, Canberra
struck a critical blow. A clever kick from Fogarty hit the
post hefore landing in the breadbasket of Matt Frawley
and with Croker's conversion, the Raiders had a 24-6
lead.

St George had to be first to score to start the second half.
It took a clever kick from Moses Mbye which turned
Croker around. He spilt it in the impact from Ravalawa
and Zac Lomax crossed in the aftermath of their first
set of six. Lomax was unlucky to miss his conversion
and the margin was immediately reduced to just 14
points. Canberra was fortunate to not be leading by less
after the Dragons dominated possession in the opening
exchanges of the second half. However, the Raiders
showed their class with their star power. A bomb from
Fogarty was spilt by Amone which got to Frawley who
kicked it on the zero tackle to Timoko who strolled over
the line. The video ref took his time in confirming the try,
but eventually, it was given to the NZ World Cup train-on
squad member. Canberra wasn't fully icing the game and
again allowed the Dragons back into the game. Jack De
Belin linked up with Blake Lawrie who got a miraculous
offload to Amone who shifted it to the left to Lomax who
found Ravalawa to cross in the corner for his second of

the night. Lomax converted to reduce the gap back to
14 points. They soon grabbed a second to set up a testy
final 20. A clever kick from Amone aimed for a purpose
and it was Lomax who flew above the rest to come down
with it to score for the Red V. If that wasn't exciting
enough, another right-side raid saw the gap reduce to
four. The movement saw Amone, Lomax and Ravalawa
combining sending the Fijian down the wing. He got it
inside to Billy Burns who found Ravalawa for a hattrick,
Lomax couldn't get the conversion and the gap was 4.
However, the Dragons were unable to ice the situation.
Hudson Young delivered a crunching tackle to spill the
ball from Jacob Liddle who was away in the Raiders
attacking zone. Unfortunately for the Red V, off the
ensuing set, Seb Kris splits them up the middle to cross.
Croker converted for a 10-point lead which they took to
fulltime. A) LUCANTONIO

The Warriors put on a scintillating display in their
4610 win over Parramatta in front of 21,696 fans at
CommBank Stadium on Saturday night.

The Warriors had to absorb some early pressure but
put on the first score. Jackson Ford set up the move,
slicing through then Luke Metcalf stepped to the line
to make it 6-0 for the visitors. Parramatta Eels were a
bit erratic in the early stages due to new combinations
but settled in. From a scrum, they got the ball to Bailey

Simonsson who weaved past the defense and touched
down. The visitors showed again in the red zone how
efficent they were. They set up the play and it was an
exchange of passes which saw Marcelo Montoya to go
over untouched to extend their lead to eight. It felt like
deja vu for the Warriors third of the night. They went
hack to the well, Metcalf with a well-timed pass and
Montoya strode away again, stepped past Russell to
make it 18-4. Warriors were cutting them to ribbons to
end the half. They broke through again and were set up.
Metcalf decides to go himself on last and extends his

arm out to get his second of the evening. Dylan Walker
celebrated his 200th in style. Shaun Johnson and Tohu
Harris combined with short passes to send Walker into
a gaping hole and stepped the fullback to go over for a
four-pointer.

They picked up right where they left off in the first
half. Barnett streamed through a gap and couldn't find
support. From the restart, he charged onto the ball again
but got it down this time, 36-4. It isn't a Warriors game
without a Dallin Watene-Zelezniak four-pointer. The

right side got it right on this occasion and the winger
flew through the air for a trademark touchdown and
even took the cameraman with him. Eels get some
consolation through the returning Shaun Lane. It was set
up by Dagjarn Asi, who stepped past several Warriors
defenders then offloaded to the second rower to score.
Warriors iced their win with another four-pointer.
Barnett was the third Warriors player to register a
double with his work. He was set up on the short side
and dived over past Simonsson. JUSTIN DAVIES

Canterbury have nearly lost the unlosable as they
bounced back from their embarrassing defeat last week
down the Rabbitohs 36-32 at Accor Stadium.

After conceding 66 last week, the Bulldogs wanted
improvement and the first five minutes didn't show
much for them as Tom Burgess went over from close
range through some very soft defence right in the
middle of the park. The Bulldogs took advantage of their
first attacking opportunity through some Matt Burton
magic when the Canterbury five-eighth ran to the line
and threw alovely floating pass out to Blake Wilson and
the winger had his first try in the NRL. Things didn't go
well from the kick-off for the Bulldogs as Ryan Sutton
had to be stretchered off after coping a high shoulder
from repeat offender Taane Milne which initially was

put on report before the officials took further action
and put Milne into the sin bin. Taking advantage of the
extra man, things were looking good for the Doggies
when Tevita Pangai Junior set things in motion with
his charge down before Burton again went left and
found Wilson for his second try. They continued to take
advantage as the Souths defence looked lethargic and
the shift right then back to the middle opened up things
for Reed Mahoney. Souths were able to regroup and get
possession back as Tyrone Munro showed why he is
one of the stars of the future as he put on the footwork
and speed to beat the Bulldogs defence. Blake Taaffe
converted from wide out to close the gap to 18-12. On
fire on both sides of the park, they spun the ball to the
right and were able to cross in the corner with Jacob
Kiraz. Burton added a fourth conversion and they held a
2442 lead which they took into half time.

Canterbury extended their lead not long into the half
when Ethan Quai-Ward got on the board as it wasn't
conventional but they were able to go left again and
get over in the corner. Despite trailing by 16, Souths
showed they weren't out of it as Taaffe put on the speed
to beat the Bulldogs defence and score his own try. The
conversion was waved away and the Dogs still led by 12.
The Bulldogs added a penalty goal to extend their lead
out to 14 but it was another chaotic moment when they
initially looked to have scored, but were denied by a
double movement, although with referee Liam Kennedy
playing advantage from the scrum, the Rabbitohs were
penalised for heing offside. Taaffe added his second
try of the game to keep the Rabbitohs in it as he was
able to get his way to the line. Dean Hawkins took over
the kicking and added the conversion to close the gap
down to 8. Inside the final ten, the Bulldogs looked like

they put the game to bed when Wilson got over for his
third, swooping on the loose ball after Burton set up the
attacking raid. Up by by 14 and seemingly had the game
under control though the Rabbitohs had different ideas
scoring two tries within 40 seconds of each other. The
first came when Munro chased through a grubber kick
to get his second. The missed conversion probably hurt
Souths’ chances as the score remained 10 points apart.
An unlikely source pulled off a piece of magic when
Tallis Duncan put on the skills as he threw a dummy
after the Rabbitohs elected to shift the ball from the
kick-off but Duncan went through the middle of the
field and despite having heavy legs he got to the line.
It was a piece of luck for Toby Sexton that saved the
Bulldogs from defeat as a grubber kick from Souths had
aTass try written all over it if it wasn't for a desperate
grab. JOSHROBERTSON



A Jamayne Isaako penalty goal in the first period of
golden point has snapped a 4 game losing streak for the
Dolphins by 23-21 over a brave Titans

Both sides took a while to warm into the contest playing
possession football. This was despite the fleeting
chances that both sides failed to take advantage of
in the opening 10 minutes of the game. It took 17
minutes for the Dolphins to show sustained attacking
dominance after a penalty they received thanks to
Kieran Foran obstructing Kenny Bromwich. Off the
back of the penalty, the Dolphins posted the first try
of the afternoon. A clever pass from Sean 0'Sullivan
found Connelly Lemuelu saw the back turned forward
to cross. Jamayne Isaako converted for a 6-0 lead. The
Titans thought they hit back 5 minutes later and it was
their debutant that played a starring role. A short side
raid saw Jacob Alick given the football, he put it on the

toe and the kick was mishandled by Kodi Nikorima and it
saw Alofiana Khan-Pereira cross to get the Titans backin
the contest. However, the Bunker intervened when they
ruled AKP pushed Isaako out of the contest denying
the try. Jayden Campbell saved the day for the Titans
several times in the one set the Dolphins had camped
on the Titans line. Five minutes after being denied. AKP
turned provider. After being on the end of a brilliant
pass from Foran, he ran 40 metres up field and chipped
over the top. Despite being shouldered off the ball,
Foran raced through to score for the home side. Tanah
Boyd converted from a tight angle to level the scores at
6-6. Off the back of some Dolphins mistakes, the Titans
crossed for another quick try to take the lead. From the
scrum win, the Titans shifted it to the right hand side
where Boyd and Foran combined to get amagical pass to
Phillip Sami to cross in the right corner. Boyd converted
from touch and after trailing early, the Titans led 12-6.
Despite some frantic footy for the rest of the first half,
only a penalty goal was added by Boyd, this saw the

scoreboard remain in favour of the Titans by 14-6 at the
change of ends.

Anthony Milford's injection created all sorts of problems
for the Titans, splitting the defence and setting the
Dolphins up for their second try. Jarrod Wallace crashed
over after a simple short ball from Isaiya Katoa. Isaako's
conversion reduced the margin down to two points. The
Dolphins continued to rally and despite some frantic
end to end footy. They took the lead just shy of the hour
mark. The visitors shifted the ball to the right hand side
which sees 0'Sullivan and Milford combine to find Kenny
Bromwich to crash over in the right corner to score his
first try as a Dolphin. Isaako missed to keep the game
anxious for both sides with a two point margin now
in favour of the visitors. Off the next set, the kick by
Milford was spilled by AKP and a flying Isaako crossed
to extend the margin. Although, his conversion was
caught in the water as it sailed wide of the flag to extend
the lead out to 6. Off the back of some possession and

the repeat set. The Titans connected down the left hand
side when Foran linked up with Brian Kelly. Kelly had too
much pace for Te Whare and Isaako to get to the line.
Boyd converted from the sideline to lock the scores back
up at 20-20. Both sides had ample opportunity to collect
afield goal to break the deadlock and let chances slip. It
took a Harrison Graham linebreak to split the defence,
from the ensuing tackle, Isaako nailed a field goal to give
the Dolphins a one point advantage. After the short kick-
off attempt failed, 0'Sullivan showcased his strength
to reach out to score, but the Bunker ruled he knocked
on. That knock on proved costly, as Boyd's field goal
went over despite the best efforts of the Dolphins as
we entered golden point. Both sides played possession
footy but it took a Titans error to get the Dolphins in
range. A correct but brave call from the referee ruled
that Erin Clark was offside. Isaako nailed the penalty
goal for a 23-21 verdict. AJ LUCANTONIO

ROUND 19 RESULTS

Date: Fri, 7th July. Kickoff: 8:00 PM.
Halftime: Canberra 24-6. Penalties: St
George lllawarra 6-5. Referee: Peter
Gough. Crowd: 9,369.

Date: Thu, 6th July. Kickoff: 7:50 PM.
Halftime: 12-all. Penalties: Wests Tigers
7-5. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 9,215,

Crowd: 21,696.

Pos ‘ Team
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Date: Sat, 8th July. Kickoff: 5:30 PM.
Halftime: Warriors 30-4. Penalties:
Warriors 5-4. Referee: Adam Gee.

Crowd: 16,166.

Date: Sat, 8th July. Kickoff: 7:35 PM.
Halftime: Canterbury 24-12. Penalties:
Canterbury 6-3. Referee: Liam Kennedy.

Date: Sun, 9th July. Kickoff; 4:05 PM.
Halftime: Gold Coast 14-6. Penalties:
Gold Coast 6-5. Referee: Grant Atkins.
Crowd: 18,335.

Starford To'a (Wests Tigers) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $750
Shaun Lane (Parramatta) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $750
Taane Milne (South Sydney) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Jarrod Wallace (Gold Coast) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800

25POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

20 POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

19POINTS
Mitchell Moses (Eels), Payne Haas (Broncos)

17POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowhoys)

16 POINTS
Ben Hunt (Dragons)
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ROUND 20

NEWCASTLE 34 WESTS TIGERS 18
Newcastle has kept their faint finals hopes alive after
they defeated the Wests Tigers by 34-18 at McDonald
Jones Stadium tonight.

In his 100th game for the club, Knights skipper Kalyn
Ponga was the star for the home side scoring a try and
having a hand in three others in a superb performance.
The only downside to Ponga’s performance was his
goalkicking which flattered the scoreline for the Tigers
managing only to convert three out of his sides seven
tries. For Wests it was another worrying defensive
performance from Tim Sheen's men, where they let in

four first half tries to give the Knights too big a head
start to ever seriously look like running them down. The
shining light for the home side was fullback Jahreem Bula
who again put together another eye-catching display in
his rookie season. Newcastle came into the match red
hot favourites following their recent demolition of the
Bulldogs and it looked like the Tigers were headed for
the same fate when Kalyn Ponga was involved in both
opening tries within the first seven minutes. The first
was through a superb cut out ball for his winger Greg
Marzhew who strolled over down the left-hand side.
This was followed by Blues hero Bradman Best, who
cantered over the line untouched just minutes later for
an8-0lead. Newcastle then went to the other side of the
field, which saw Dominic Young race over in the corner
for Newcastle's third try. This was then followed up by a
tryto Daniel Saifiti who crashed over close to the line for

the Knights fourth and Ponga finally nailed a conversion
to make it 18-0 to the home side. Then just as the flood
gates looked to be wide open, Wests managed to finally
get some good field possession and they made it count
through rookie sensation Jahreem Bula who dived over
out wide to get his side back it the match. Then just
hefore halftime, Tigers halfback Brandon Wakeham
produced a desperate grubber on the last, which took
a wicked bounce on Knights fullback Ponga. Apisai
Koroisau then charged through to get the ball down first
and slash the Knights lead to 18-12 at halftime following
Wakeham's conversion.

The second half started in dramatic fashion when
Knights firebrand Jack Hetherington was sent to the
Sin Bin for a slap ironically on Tigers half Will Smith.
This didn't hold back the Knights however, when Ponga

managed to step his way through the Tigers defence to
score the first try of the second half. The Tigers then
returned serve when backrower Isaiah Papalii made
a bust through the middle and found Bula in support
who raced away to score his second try and narrow the
home sides lead to 22-18. The game then slipped away
after Newcastle took back momentum off the back of
another costly Tigers error which saw Dom Young race
over for his second try. Young was again involved in the
match sealer, when the England winger burst down the
sideline and found Tyson Gamble in support and secure
a valuable win for Newcastle. The Knights return to
Newcastle next week, where they face Melbourne next
Saturday, while the Tigers travel to Wollongong for a
clash with fellow cellar dwellers St George on Thursday
night. SAM BOURKE

BRISBANE 44 CANTERBURY 24

Onan afternoon that was meant to feature Josh Reynolds
as the main event, instead itt was the Broncos Adam
Reynolds who starred and will dominate headlines.

The Broncos overcame the absence of three Origin props,
and the suspended Reece Walsh, to record a comfortable
44-24 win at Belmore Sports Stadium. The controversial

sin bin of Selwyn Cobbo will dominate discussion in the
coming hours and days however it should be the man
of the match performance from Adam Reynolds that
deserves to be talked about. Reynolds crossed for a try,
assisted two and had a hand in a handful of others. He
was the difference on the day, especially after the Dogs
lost Toby Sexton to a head injury right on half time.
Prior to the break, the game was super competitive and

entertaining. It was raining points and saw the Broncos
lead 22-18 as the siren sounded.

The Broncos overcame eight minutes sans their Origin
winger in Cobbo, even crossing for a try of their own,
to pull away late. Herbie Farnworth’s last minute try
arguably put the final result a little beyond the true
indication of the game but ultimately the Broncos were

far too good. With a Friday night blockbuster ahead of
them, the Broncos attention turns to the MRC report to
see if Cobbo will face a charge.

The Bulldogs, while brave, fell off late. You can
absolutely question how the game would have ended up
should Sexton have not been ruled out but it's back to
the drawing hoard for the Doggies. DAN NICHOLS

NORTH QLD 19 MANLY 8

The North Queensland Cowboys have kept their winning
streak alive following their 19-8 victory over the Manly
Sea Eagles at Brookvale Oval in front of a healthy crowd.

Things started slowly for both sides although the
Cowhoys had three big chances denied early on before
it was the home side who were looking resplendent in
their heritage jerseys who scored and it was debutant
Dean Matterson who got over. The debutant found the
space on the outside and was on the field via Reuben
Garrick leaving the field after needing to undergo a

HIA. The Cowhoys hit hack just shy of the half-hour
mark as they started to grow in dominance as Reuben
Cotter backed up his strong Origin series with a try after
Vialentine Holmes went through the middle beating the
defence easily before finding Cotter who was backing
up. It was starting to quickly become one-way traffic
to close out the half as the North Queenslanders began
to dominate field position and possession as they went
over just a few minutes later when Tom Dearden broke
through the line after the defence fell for a dummy and
then the Cowboys five-eighth found Jeremiah Nanai who
went through reasonably untouched. A Chad Townsend
field goal finished off the opening half of action with an

angled strike hit sweetly to give the Cowboys a 13-4 lead
at half-time.

Both sides had tries denied by the officials inside the
first seven minutes with Reuben Garrick having an
effort for Manly overturned by the bunker for a knock-
on in the lead-up and then the Cowboys were denied
for an attacker taking out a defender. Back-to-back
penalties put Manly into good attacking position off the
hack of a quick tap for Lachlan Croker and they finally
took advantage when Brad Parker went over out wide.
The Sea Eagles missed another conversion to keep the
margin at 5 points. The magic that Scott Drinkwater has

shown this season has been remarkable and yet again
he showed how he can change the game in an instant as
he turned something into nothing to score the important
try under the posts. Valentine Holmes went 3/3 with the
boot for the night as he converted from in front. Neither
side could manage to break the others goal-line despite
both sides having ample opportunities at the end to do
s0. The Cowboys held onto the 19-8 victory for a much
important fifth straight win. Next weekend, The Sea
Eagles have a tough Sunday afternoon clash in the
shire against Cronulla, whilst the Cowboys head back
to Townsville for a big clash against the Parramatta Eels
next Saturday night. JOSH ROBERTSON

MELBOURNE 30 SYDNEY 16

The Sydney Roosters have heen sent packing to the
bottom four of the NRL ladder as the Melbourne Storm
put on a show of second half dominance as they ran out
30-16 winners over the Roosters at the Sydney Cricket
Ground.

It was a pretty dour start to the first half and it was
Xavier Coates who created the first spark for either
side when he read a poor pass from Luke Keary that was
trying to be lobbed out to the winger and Coates used
his height to pluck it out of the air and then race 90m
downfield to score. Neither side really could throw a

punch at the other across the next twenty minutes until
the Roosters finally were able to cross inside the final
five minutes of the half when the Roosters were able
to find some space in the Storm defence. The eventual
space for the tricolours saw them take advantage out
wide as Daniel Tupou scored. A missed penalty goal from
Suaalii meant that the Roosters couldn't level the scores
just shy of the halftime break and the Storm held a 6-4
lead.

That was the closest that the Roosters were going to get
because the Storm found their strength in the second
half and despite being denied early on in the half by the
bunker, Melbourne took advantage of the soft Roosters

defence. Jahrome Hughes found space hetween the
Roosters defence that didn't seem to know what their
targets were and the Storm halfback strolled through.
It was some luck that got Xavier Coates his second try
after a cross-field kick intended for Coates came off
Junior Pauga’s hand and then it bounced straight into
Coates leg and the bounce favoured the Storm winger
for his second. The Roosters defence were struggling
and the try to Harry Grant showed that as Grant didn't
really need to pull out any tricks s he just looked to go
one-way before the defence just opened up a gap for him
to go through almost untouched. The conversion from
Nick Meaney pushed the margin out to 20 points. Xavier
Coates finished his hat-trick with just over five minutes

to go when the cross-field kick out to the Storm winger
was absolutely perfect as Coates again outjumped
Pauga and after Nick Meaney converted it was a 30-4
|ead. The Roosters picked up two consolation tries both
making history in their own ways when Daniel Tupou
equalled Anthony Minichello's Roosters try scoring
record and then Siua Wong got on the board for his
first NRL try closing the gap to a 30-16 defeat. Next
weekend, the Roosters head up to the Gold Coast where
they take on the Titans meanwhile for the Storm they
head up to Newcastle for a clash with the Knights. JOSH
ROBERTSON



WARRIORS 44 CRONULLA 12

The New Zealand Warriors have made a statement by
handing the Cronulla Sharks a 44-12 thrashing at Go
Media Stadium to move within striking distance of the
top four.

Recording back-to-back victories over the Sharks for
the first time since Andrew McFadden's tenure nearly
a decade ago, the Warriors cemented their credentials
as a genuing threat while the Sharks once again
disappointed against top eight opposition. Conceding
the opening try after a penalty provided the Sharks
with the field position for Nicho Hynes (3th minute)

to strike with a show-and-go, the Warriors responded
with Shaun Johnson delivering a superb pass to Charnze
Nicoll-Klokstad which created space for Dallin Watene-
Zelezniak (19th minute) to touch down in the corner.
Taking the lead courtesy of a well-placed pass from
Johnson to Rocco Berry (25th minute) close to the
line, a 40/20 from Johnson from the ensuing restart
provided the home side with the momentum for Addin
Fonua-Blake (28th minute) to power his way to the line.
Completing the first half rout with Wayde Egan splitting
the Sharks defence before finding Luke Metcalf (31st
minute) in support, the five-eighth almost had a second
minutes late only for the bunker to deem the former

Cronulla fringe player offside. The Warriors proved
equally adept without the ball by denying Sione Katoa
with desperate defence to take a 22-6 lead to the sheds
at halftime.

Gaining several fortuitous calls following the
resumption including regaining possession from a line
drop out, the Warriors avoided the ignominy of Cronulla
interchange forward Thomas Hazelton racing nearly
70 metres to score a solo effort due to a knock on in
the lead up. Securing the result after Johnson forced
Ronaldo Mulitalointo touch despite aclear runto the try
line, Rocco Berry produced an incisive run to link with

Nicoll-Klokstad (56th minute) in support. Taking the
score past 30 after Josh Curran (53th minute) spun his
way to the line, a right side shift saw Watene-Zelezniak
(63rd minute) collect his second of the day to the delight
of 24,012 supporters in attendance. Conceding a late
consolation four-pointer to Briton Nikora (73rd minute)
that pushed the visitors into double figures, the home
side took advantage of Hynes being sin binned with
Adam Pompey (78th minute) crossing to run out 4412
victors. Next week, the Warriors host the Raiders in
Auckland on Friday evening, while the Sharks return
home against the Sea Eagles on Sunday afternoon. ROB
CROSBY

PENRITH 24 DOLPHINS 14

Despite resting all their Origin players and a major
second half scare, the Penrith Panthers have returned to
the top of the NRL ladder following their 24-14 win over
the Dolphins in Redcliffe.

The start for the Panthers was electric as they were
able to put ill-discipline behind them in the early stages
to run in three quick tries to open the game inside the
first 17 minutes. The first one came off some luck for the
Panthers as Moses Leota came out of the line to charge
down a Sean 0'Sullivan kick and the big man didn't know
what to do when he regathered but did enough to score.
Adding a second soon after the Mountain Men started to

spread the ball from their own end and |zack Tago got
into space and had too much speed and strength to beat
the Titans defence. Cogger missed a second kick and the
Panthers could only lead 8-0. Showing why he's a star of
the future Izack Tago picked up a second try when Tom
Jenkins outjumped the Dolphins defenders and then got
the ball away to Tago to again used his strength to get to
the try line to score in the corner. Jack Cogger finally got
his radar right with the boot but didn't have the power
and the Panthers could only lead 12-0. The Panthers
were on the wrong side of the whistle from referee Todd
Smith who had enough in the second half. A decision
from Todd Smith to sin bin Jack Cogger for repeated
infringements saw the Dolphins get into good field
position and take full advantage of the extra man, Kodi

Nikorima going over from close range. Not long after,
fans were left baffled by the bizarre thought process by
the officials, which allowed Jarrod Wallace to stay on the
field for a high shoulder charge on Moses Leota.

The Panthers couldn't get on the right side of the
officials as ill-discipline put them on the backfoot and
the Dolphins took advantage as the missed conversions
hurt the Panthers as Connelly Leumelu went over
chasing through his own kick to score. The Dolphins
then took what looked like an unlikely lead when the
Panthers couldn't clean up their behaviour when the
Hammer went over in the corner. Luck from the officials
wasn't with the Panthers as a Dolphins got missed
though it didn't hurt the Panthers who were able to

regroup as they finally took advantage of being able to
keep the ball alive inside the final 10 minutes and Tom
Jenkins crossed for his first of the afternoon. The points
for Penrith gave them confidence as they were starting
to get back into the groove and they finished things in
the final two minutes when Tom Jenkins scored his
second try in the corner. Dylan Edwards slotted the
two conversions from out wide to seal the 24-14 win.
Next weekend, the Dolphins have the bye before a
contest against the Bulldogs in Bundaberg whilst the
Panthers next week will have all their origin stars back
as they play host to the Bulldogs themselves on Sunday
afternoon. JOSH ROBERTSON

PARRAMATTA 25 GOLD COAST 24

The Parramatta Eels have bounced back to the winners
circle although it comes with more than a hint of
controversy following the 25-24 victory over the Gold
Coast Titans.

Starting fast, the Eels crossed the stripe inside the first
five minutes when Regan Campbell-Gillard was able to
go through some soft defence from the Titans. The Eels
were racing the clock inside the first 12 minutes as Will
Penisini added a second for Parramatta off the hack of
Mitch Moses running the ball on the last tackle and it
ended up with the centre. The Titans hit back soon
after as Alofiana Khan-Pereira went over in the corner
after the Titans were able to keep the ball alive on the

[ast tackle. Things soon went from bad to worse for the
Eels has they had not one but two players sin binned
as Maika Sivo was the first to go for a high shot before
Regan Campbell-Gillard drew the ire of Chris Butler for
dangerous contact with the knees and he was given ten
in the bin. Despite having the two extra men advantage,
the Titans had a scare almost instantly but they ended
up taking advantage as Phillip Sami ran 80m to score
and get the Gold Coast within two points. Alofiana
Khan-Pereira added a second try as again the Gold Coast
took advantage of the two extra players as he went over
in the corner. Tanah Boyd missed the conversion from
out wide as the Titans lead 14-12. Both sides kicked a
penalty goal inside the last three minutes of the half as
the Titans were called offside and Mitch Moses levelled
the scores before the Gold Coast went backin front after

ascrum infringement from the Eels.

Parramatta opened the scoring in the second half
and again there was some controversy there after a
burrowing penalty was missed in the play prior and
then Bryce Cartwright looked to be held before making
a second effort to the line. The Eels gave away two set
restarts in arow and the Titans took advantage as Tanah
Boyd went straight through to score. He then added is
conversion followed by a Penalty goal and the Titans
lead 24-18. One of the more divisive moments came
in the 67th minute when Clint Gutherson went over in
the corner and looked like he went into touch but after
a long deliberation by the bunker, the try was awarded
much to the surprise of most people given the live
decision of no try. Mitch Moses converted the try from

the sideline to level the scores. With five minutes to go
the Eels went in front as Mitch Moses was calm under
pressure and slotted a field goal. Titans fans were left
with another bitter taste in their mouths after the
circumstances of their lost last week and twice it looked
as if they could be the beneficiary of the same ruling
but instead referee Chris Butler elected not to blow the
penalty despite both field goal misses being affected by
offside players. The Titans couldn't get the ball back to
the other end and fell to a painful 25-24 defeat. Next
weekend, the Eels could be without a couple of key stars
as they head to Townsville for a clash with the Cowboys.
The Titans will return home as they take on the Roosters
on Saturday afternoon. JOSH ROBERTSON



ROUND 20 RESULTS

NEWCASTLE 34 (D. Young 2, B. Best, T. Gamble, G. Marzhew,
K. Ponga, D. Saifiti tries; K. Ponga 3 goals) DEFEATED WESTS
TIGERS 18 (). Bula 2, A. Koroisau tries; B. Wakeham 3 goals) AT
MCDONALD JONES STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 14th July. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 18-12.
Penalties: Newcastle 8-5. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 18,470.
NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Tuala, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Elliott.
Int: Mann, Saifiti, Hetherington, Croker.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Kepaoa, To'a, Talau, Tupou; Smith, Wakeham;
Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman, Pole. Int:
Simpkin, Blore, Twal, Seyfarth.

BRISBANE 44 (K. Capewell, H. Farnworth, E. Mam, D. Mariner, B.
Piakura, A. Reynolds, B. Walters, X. Willison tries; A. Reynolds
6 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 24 (J. Averillo 2, J. Preston, C.
Waddell tries; M. Burton 4 goals) AT BELMORE SPORTS GROUND.
Date: Sat, 15th July. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Brishane 22-18.
Penalties: Canterbury 6-4. Referee: Zbignew Przeklasa-Adamski.
Crowd: 17103.

CANTERBURY: Averillo, Wilson, Burns, Kiraz, Skelton; Burton (C),
Sexton; King, Mahoney, Faitala-Mariner, Topine, Preston, Waddell.
Int: Flanagan, Morrin, Pangai Junior, Okunbor, Brown.

BRISBANE: Sailor, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Palasia, Walters, Jensen, Capewell, Piakura,
Hetherington. Int: Smoothy, Willison, Taupau, Mariner.

NORTH QLD 19 (R. Cotter, S. Drinkwater, J. Nanai tries; V.. Holmes 3
goals; C. Townsend field goal) DEFEATED MANLY 8 (D. Matterson,
B. Parker tries) AT 4 PINES PARK.

Date: Sat, 15th July. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: North QLD 13-4.
Penalties: Manly 7-1. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 13,240.

MANLY: Garrick, Saab, Parker, Koula, Tuipulotu; Schuster, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Aloiai, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi, Trbojevic. Int:
Sipley, Matterson, Woods, Bullemor.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Valemei, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Leilua, Nanai, Granville. Int:
Cotter, Neame, Taumalolo, Finefeuiaki.

MELBOURNE 30 (X. Coates 3, H. Grant, J. Hughes tries; N. Meaney 5
goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 16 (D. Tupou 2, S. Wong tries; ). Suaali'i
2 goals) AT SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND.

Date: Sat, 15th July. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 6-4.
Penalties: Sydney 10-8. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 12,021.
SYDNEY: Manu, Tupou, Smith, Suaali’i, Pauga; Keary, Smith;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Turpin, Collins, Radley, Butcher, Brown. Int:
Smith, Butcher, Wong, Whyte.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Asofa-Solomona,
King. Int: Wishart, Eisenhuth, Sims, MacDonald.

WARRIORS 44 (D. Watene-Zelezniak 2, R. Berry, J. Curran, A.
Fonua-Blake, L. Metcalf, C. Nicoll-Klokstad, A. Pompey tries; S.
Johnson 5, L. Metcalf goals) DEFEATED CRONULLA 12 (N. Hynes, B.
Nikora tries; N. Hynes 2 goals) AT GO MEDIA STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 16th July. Kickoff: 4:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 22-6.
Penalties: Warriors 7-5. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 24,012.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Ale, Ford, Barnett,
Harris (C). Int: Curran, Lussick, Sironen, Walker.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Hynes (C); Kaufusi, Brailey, Rudolf, Nikora, Wilton, McInnes. Int:
Graham, Hazelton, Williams, Colquhoun.

PENRITH 24 (T. Jenkins 2, I. Tago 2, M. Leota tries; D. Edwards
2 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 14 (C. Lemuelu, K. Nikorima, H.
Tabuai-Fidow tries; ). Isaako goal) AT KAYO STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 16th July. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Penrith 12-4.
Penalties: Dolphins 6-3. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 10,065.
DOLPHINS: Nikorima, Isaako, Aitken, Tabuai-Fidow, Te Whare;
Milford, 0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Graham, Nicholls, Kaufusi,
Lemuelu, Stone. Int: Katoa, Bromwich, Eseese, Wallace.
PENRITH: Edwards (C), Turuva, Tago, Peachey, Jenkins; Luai,
Cogger; Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Hosking, Eisenhuth.
Int: Luke, Smith, Leniu, Salmon.

PARRAMATTA 25 (R. Campbell-Gillard, B. Cartwright, C.
Gutherson, W. Penisini tries; M. Moses 4 goals; M. Moses field
goal) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 24 (A. Khan-Pereira 2, T. Boyd, P.
Sami tries; T. Boyd 4 goals) AT COMMBANK STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 16th July. Kickoff: 6:15 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast 16-14.
Penalties: Gold Coast 8-6. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 12,599.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson, Russell;
Asi, Moses; Campbell-Gillard, Hands, Paulo, Lane, Cartwright,
Hopgood. Int: Moretti, Ofahengaue, Davey, Matterson.

GOLD COAST: Campbell, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Fifita, Sami; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Verrills, Randall, Fifita, Haas, Liu. Int: Schoupp,
Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Clark, Alick.
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Reuben Garrick (Manly) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $750
Victor Radley (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000

Jared Waerea-Hargreaves (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $3000
Rocco Berry (Warriors) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $1000

Jarrod Wallace (Dolphins) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: not guilty
Felise Kaufusi (Dolphins) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Maika Sivo (Parramatta) Grade 2 Careless HT: 4 matches

Reagan Campbell-Gillard (Parramatta) Grade 3 Dangerous Contact: 4 matches
Tino Faasuamaleaui (Gold Coast) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: 3 matches

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
28 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

20 POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

19 POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos), Mitchell Moses (Eels)

17POINTS
Reece Walsh (Broncos/Maroons), Cody Walker (Rabbitohs/Blues)

16 POINTS
Kalyn Ponga (Knights), Ben Hunt (Dragons), Adam Reynolds
(Broncos)



The St. George lllawarra Dragons have moved four
points clear of the Wests Tigers, with some Zac Lomax
brilliance enough to see the Red V home 18-14 on
Thursday night at WIN Stadium.

Ina game that failed to reach any great heights, Lomax
was a shining light for the Dragons with 197 run
metres, five tackle busts, a try and try assist. Apisai
Koroisau, meanwhile, was arguably man of the match
even in defeat as the Tigers hooker celebrated signing
on with the club until the end of the 2026 season with
a try. Daine Laurie also showed what he can offer in
the NRL, having a hand in all of the visitors'tries as the
skillful playmaker looks for a new deal. The Dragons
had the first genuine try-scoring opportunity of the
opening half, with Ben Hunt shaping to pass and

fooling Laurie to open up space to take the line on.
Hunt did just that and had the try line right in front of
him, only for Isaiah Papali'i to hold on desperately in
defence before Jahream Bula joined in and forced the
error. It proved an early turning point as a high tackle
gifted the Tigers field position and saw the visitors
capitalize immediately, albeit in sloppy fashion as a
Laurie pass went to ground. Winger Junior Tupou made
the most of it though, beating two Dragons defenders
to score in the 10th minute. Brandon Wakeham’s first
attempted conversion sprayed left. The Dragons hit
back soon after when Talatau Amone drifted across
the field and popped a ball for fullback Tyrell Sloan,
who was in support on the inside. Lomax then slotted
the extras to give the home side a 6-4 lead after 18
minutes. Suddenly it was St George lllawarra well on
top, with an error from Bula deep inside the Tigers'
own half seeing the Dragons go over once more as Hunt
put ball to boot and on a platter for Lomax. Another

successful conversion pushed the Dragons’ buffer out
to12-4 but just as Ryan Carr’'s men looked to be gaining
ascendancy they came crashing down to earth as
momentum flipped once more. On this occasion, Laurie
- who was heavily involved with three try assists in
the first half - burst through the middle of the field to
put the Tigers in try-scoring territory. Sloan then later
held down too long in a tackle, giving the referee no
alternative but to march the Dragons fullback to the
sin bin. It proved a costly brain fade from Sloan, with
the Tigers scoring two quickfire tries to close out the
half and take a 14-12 lead into the break.

Laurie was at the centre of both tries, first firing a
pass to Tommy Talau who quickly shifted it to Tupou
for the winger's second try of the night. The Tigers
five-eighth then cut the ball out to Tupou who raced
down the left sideline and summed up the situation
perfectly, putting a well-weighted kick back inside for

Koroisau in support. That final try put an exclamation
mark on a dominant end to the half for the Tigers
while exposing serious defensive deficiencies on the
Dragons' left edge, with Makaele Ravalawa’s decision-
making particularly peculiar. Ravalawa’s finishing with
the ball in hand can't be questioned though, with the
Dragons winger storming over after a magical offload
from Lomax to score the first try of the second half
in the 65th minute. Lomax then nailed the sideline
conversion to put the Dragons up 18-14 as the home
side eventually capitalised on ill-discipline from a
Tigers side that had otherwise looked the more likely
to score. A 5-0 penalty count in the first 25 minutes
of the second half, however, kept the Dragons in the
contest and the constant sets inside the opposition
red zone were eventually bound to bear fruit. In the
end that, along with a 65 per cent completion rate
in the second half, proved too much for the Tigers to
overcome. ANDREW JACKSON

A Shaun Johnson field goal in the first set of golden
point has delivered the Warriors a 21-20 victory over
the Canberra Raiders at home.

The game started frantically, seeing both sides have
early chances. Canberra let their opportunity slip
when Jarrod Croker pushed the pass which saw Albert
Hopoate put it down. The Warriors put pressure on the
Raiders which saw them concede a penalty whilst in
possession with Jack Wighton ruled to be out of play as
he failed to retreat beyond the point of the play the ball.
Canberra were made to pay for their lack of detail in
execution. Mitch Barnett went awfully close to scoring
the play prior. However, it was clever thinking from
Wayde Egan and isolated the Raiders defence which
allowed Marata Niukore to crash over from short range
in the fourth minute. Shaun Johnson converted for an
early 6-0 lead. A period of stability soon followed until
Marcelo Montoya brought the crowd to their feet when

he broke down the left touch-line in the 13th minute.
But the final pass went astray when Luke Metcalf
couldn't handle it and left points off the board for the
home side. Wighton tried to capitalise on some rare,
good field position, however his effort to reach out
was judged to have been a knock on. Wighton was
atoned for his mistake, after a poor pass from Johnson
was put down by Niukore. This saw an urgent Hudson
Young pick up the scraps to sprint away to score for the
visitors. Canberra had further chances to add to their
six points, but some desperate Warriors defence held
on. Not content with the basics, Canberra tried a trick
play and it backfired as badly as an uncertified bungee
jump. Rocco Berry sprinted up field starting the set for
the Wahs in good position before a penalty allowed
Johnson to give the lead back for the home side with
apenalty goal. The Raiders thought they had a certain
try when Jamal Fogarty chipped ahead with no fullback
at home, Seb Kris picked it up, only to be stopped from
scoring by a determined effort from Dallin Watene-
Zelezniak. That try saver from DWZ proved decisive.

0ff the seven tackle set, the Warriors marched down
field and the Raiders had no answers for their dynamic
set play. Johnson linked up brilliantly with Charnze
Nicoll-Klokstad getting down low and going to the try
line for a critical try on half-time to give the Warriors
a14-6 lead.

The second half began in fiery fashion when Corey
Horsburgh came in and escalated a situation he had
no means of. Off the back of the penalty against
Horshurgh, the Warriors took full advantage. Johnson
went deep into the line, fooling the defence before
quick hands from Berry found DWZ to cross in the
right corner. A rare Johnson miss saw the score at 18-
6. Canberra arguably should've been down by more,
however some determined defensive efforts saved the
game getting away from them early. They did concede
a penalty when a short dropout failed to break the
plane and Johnson added the gift penalty goal to give
the home side a lead heyond two converted tries.
The Raiders had some chances down the other end,

however the visitors attack left a lot to be desired
with several chances going astray. However, the repeat
sets eventually made the Warriors crack. A clever
cross-field kick from Jamal Fogarty landed in the arms
of Jordan Rapana to allow the experienced winger to
cross out in the right corner. Jarrod Croker's conversion
just missed his conversion to leave the score at 20-10.
Off the ensuing set, they did lose the ball on the second
play. Canberra didn't see the ball in good ball territory
until the final minutes of play. With just over aminute
to go, a clever grubber kick from Rapana was hauled
in by Elliott Whitehead to cross to give their side a
chance as Croker's conversion meant they only needed
atry in the last set of the game. A shift down the left
saw Hopoate into open space before finding Wighton
to score and level it. Croker's conversion was waved
away and we were off to golden point. A costly kick
from Fogarty gave the home side a seven tackle set.
A strong set up field set the Warriors up for victory,
and it was Johnson who kicked his side to victory. AJ
LUCANTONIO

The Brishane Broncos have strengthened their hold
on a top 4 spot with a dominant second half showing
against a struggling South Sydney at Sunshine Coast
Stadium.

Asloppy first half by both sides didn't deter either side
from attempting some expansive attacking footy, but
neither outfit managed to take control of the contest
after the opening 40 minutes. Souths opened the
scoring after just 6 minutes when they shifted the ball
|eft to Alex Johnston, who stepped back inside to beat
the cover defence and score a good try. Blake Taaffe
converted. From the restart George Burgess knocked
on, giving the Broncos a scrum deep inside the Souths

half. The error was compounded when Brishane
received a set restart. This led to the Broncos scoring
atry in the tenth minute when Patrick Carrigan took
a hitup towards the middle, but was shut down,
however he managed to offload over the top to Reece
Walsh, who was surrounded by the defence, so he
fired a long ball out to Kotoni Staggs, who accelerated,
straightened and got between two defenders and did
just enough to get across the line and get the ball down
for a try. Adam Reynolds converted From the restart,
Martin Taupau took the hit up but in a bizarre incident,
lead with his knees into the tackle and was put on
report and then sent to the sin bin. Taaffe kicked a
penalty goal and after 13 minutes, Souths had a 2
point lead. The Broncos regained the lead in the 25th
minute when a glorious pass from Walsh found Selwyn

Cobbo, who was unmarked and got outside the cover
defence, shrugged out of the tackle attempt to score a
brilliant try. Reynolds converted. Right on the stroke of
halftime, Campbell Graham barged over to score a try
hetween two poor defensive efforts. Taaffe converted
and at the break, Souths held a 14-12 lead.

Three minutes into the second half saw Walsh very
nearly score in the corner, but the defence put him
into touch just shy of the line. He wouldn't be denied
8 minutes later though as he gets around the outside
defence and then steps inside the cover defence to
score agood try. Reynolds converted to put the Broncos
back in front. A Cody Walker knock-on deep inside his
own half gave the Broncos a great opportunity to
score, which they took in the 59th minute when Xavier

Willison ran onto a crash ball on the edge of the ruck,
barged through the defenders and scored. Reynolds
added the extras. The Broncos crossed against just
4 minutes later when Staggs crashed through two
defenders to score a soft try. Reynolds converted to
give Brishane a 30-14 lead with 15 minutes remaining
in the contest. With 11 minutes left on the clock, Jesse
Arthars was given ten in the sin bin for a high tackle
which Souths immediately capitalised on when Cody
Walker held up a lovely pass for Isaiah Tass to score.
Taaffe converted. Any chance of a Bunnies fighthack
was snuffed out in the 75th minute when Staggs made
a break and then linked with Reynolds in support who
raced away to score, before converting his own try to
seal the game. Broncos cruising to a 36-20 victory.
ANDREW FERGUSON

The Sydney Roosters have shown that finals football
isnt past them despite a Jekyll and Hyde style
performances as they ran out 36-18 winners over the
Gold Coast Titans at Chus Super Stadium.

Back-to-hack penalties put the Roosters on the front
foot and inside six minutes the visitors took an early
2-0 lead off the boot of Joseph Suaalii. The visitors
then took advantage of some more ill-discipline from

the home side as Egan Butcher was put through to
score after James Tedesco found some space to score.
It was Tedesco and Butcher who combined again
but this time it was Egan Butcher who put Tedesco
through after the Roosters second rower went through
some soft defence before finding Tedesco who was
hacking up to score. The points continued to flow for
the visitors in the opening 40 as Suaalii flew high in
the air and was unstoppable as he plucked the ball out
of thin air before getting to ground and scored. The

only blight on his book for the game was the fact that
he couldn't convert his own try. Another two minute
burst from the Roosters extended their lead to 30-0
when Lindsay Collins and Nat Butcher were both able
to get over after some swift work from both Joey Manu
and James Tedesco respectively.

The Roosters looked as if their second half was going
to be a repeat of the first half as they continued their
scoring rampage as Fletcher Baker went over after

Joey Manu offloaded the ball after jumping high.
Things came to a scoring halt for the Roosters whether
by design or just what worked started to not work and
it was a late raid for the Titans that got things close
after Brian Kelly went over at close range despite
being denied at first. The Titans then added two more
tries late in the contest as Chris Randall who had a
strong game went over then inside the last 90 seconds
Erin Clark went over. Jayden Campbell converted all
three for a 36-18 defeat. JOSH ROBERTSON



The Newcastle Knights are still in the race for the
top eight following a spirited 26-18 victory over the
Melbourne Storm.

Breaking a run of 11 consecutive losses against the
Storm dating back to 2016, the Knights produced
their finest performance of the season to the delight
of 20,392 vocal supporters at McDonald Jones
Stadium. Enduring a dreadful start with former
Newcastle outside back Nick Meaney (2nd minute)

swooping on a loose ball and streaking 75 metres to
score untouched, the Storm were looking ominous
when Trent Loiero (7th minute) crashed over from
close range to put the visitors up 12-0. Managing
to work their way back into the contest after a
horror start, Dominic Young (17th minute) finished
off an enterprising passage of second phase play to
get the Knights on the board. Reducing the margin
further after Bradman Best (32nd minute) continued
his recent run of form with a powerful charge close
to the line, the Storm were reduced to 12 men for
the remainder of the half when Tarig Sims was sin-

binned for head high contact on Jackson Hastings.
Capitalising on their one-man advantage to hit the
front courtesy of Greg Marzhew (36th minute) out
wide, a dazzling series of passes going from sideline-
to-sideline saw Lachlan Fitzgibbon (39th minute)
send the Knights to the sheds leading 18-12.

Continuing the one-way flow of points following
the resumption of play, Mat Croker (44th minute)
swooped on a kick from Phoenix Crossland just
before the dead ball line just before Sims returned to
the field. Striking back midway through proceedings

after a Newcastle error presented the visitors with a
rare attacking opportunity, Justin Olam (53rd minute)
strolled over from a scrum to narrow the score to a
converted try. Holding their resolve in defence for
the remainder of the half, a penalty goal to Ponga
with five minute remaining gave the Knights an
unassailable lead to run out 26-18 winners. Next
week, the Knights will travel to Canberra on Saturday
afternoon to take on the Raiders, while the Storm will
host the Eels on Friday evening at Marvel Stadium.
ROB CROSBY

The North Queensland Cowboys were impressive,
especially in defence, in their victory over a fast
finishing Parramatta side who were otherwise sloppy
for much of this contest.

The Cowboys had a 24-4 lead with just 12 minutes
remaining in the game before Clint Gutherson
and Mitch Moses combined to score two tries in 5
minutes and very nearly got the Eels in a position
to challenge for the victory. The Cowboys opened
the scoring in just the third minute when Peta Hiku
scored a try which Valentine Holmes converted. The

Cowboys extended their lead in the 10th minute when
Scott Drinkwater threw a lovely ball to the unmarked
Semi Valemei who raced in to score in the corner.
Holmes superbly converted from the sideline. From
the restart, the Cowboys turned the ball over with
a sloppy play-the-ball and within the next few plays,
the Eels shifted the ball wide to Gutherson who fired
a great ball to Sean Russell who scored in the corner.
Moses was unavailable to convert from the sideline.
In the 25th minute the Cowboys returned to the right
side and Valemei bagged his second try in the corner.
Holmes failed to convert from the sideline. Jeremiah
Nanai very nearly scored 5 mins prior to halftime but

he was denied due to interference. 3 minutes prior
to halftime, Valentine Holmes was sin binned for an
illegal tackle. The Eels went on the attack and twice
very nearly scored, but Murray Taulagi denied them
both times. At halftime, the Cowboys were down to
12 men, but leading 16-4.

9 minutes after play resumed, Holmes kicked a
penalty goal to extend the Cowboys lead to 14
points. The Cowhoys scored in the 56th minute
when Drinkwater literally strolled back inside
through Parramatta’s middle defence and scored
under the posts in the softest try seen this year.

Holmes converted from in front. In the 69th minute
Gutherson split the Cowboys left edge defence, ran
20 metres and then linked with Moses in support,
who raced a further 20 metres to score under the
posts. Moses quickly converted. The 74th minute saw
Gutherson again make a break before throwing a pass
to Moses in support, but this time the pass bounced
in front of Moses, however the Eels half toed the ball
ahead and won the race for the ball, grounding it for
atry. Moses again quickly converted his own try. The
Eels though were unable to get themselves across the
stripe again and the game ended with the Cowboys
victorious 24-16. ANDREW FERGUSON

Penrith Panthers continue their strong run in 2023
with a 4418 win over Canterbury-Bankstown
Bulldogs at Penrith Park on Sunday afternoon.

The Panthers did most of their damage in the first
half. They scored 28 points in front of a packed
stadium with Brian To'o and Tyrone Peachey picking
up doubles in the one-sided affair. Panthers didn't
take long to get into their stride. They swept it left,
Jarome Luai stabbed through the kick and Tyrone
Peachey dived over to score after being elevated to
the starting line-up after Izack Tago's injury. It was

already a monumental task and it doesn't get easier
when Bulldogs gave up a penalty in possession.
Panthers were quick to punish them with a hit and
spin from Isaah Veo close to the line making it 12-
0. The hits kept coming like a Taylor Swift concert
for the Panthers. This time, it was a swift backline
movement from the back-to-back Premiers which
saw Brian Too touch down in the corner. All that
glittered was gold for the Panthers in the first half.
Another backline move, this time to the left, saw
Peachey pocket his second four-pointer and Cleary
kicked his fourth to make it 24-0. Any mistake will be
punished against the Panthers. It was a nothing kick

from Matt Burton which Dylan Edwards attacked,
poked his nose through and sent To'o away for
his second try of the afternoon. Bulldogs did find
something before half-time. It came from an offload
which gave them room and Paul Alamoti spun his way
over the line to get the visitors on the board and make
it 28-6 at the break.

The visitors did have some early chances to further
cut into the scoreline but the Panthers repelled them.
Panthers got a chance and struck through Stephen
Crichton who cut inside to score. The Panthers
brought up the 40 points in style. It was solid work

between Jarome Luai and Nathan Cleary which sent
Scott Sorensen over without being touched in atamer
second half. It was a forward fiesta in the try-scoring
stakes for the Panthers. Another sublime pass from
Cleary saw Luke Garner stroll through the Bulldogs
defense and he took a how right after at 44-6. There
was some consolation for the Bulldogs from Jake
Averillo. He fooled the defense with a pair of dummies
then sliced through the Panthers to get the Bulldogs
into double digits. They added another late which
might be called a speccy. Jeral Skelton, who had an
indifferent day on the wing, goes high and takes the
mark and turns to get the ball down. JUSTIN DAVIES

The Manly Warringah Sea Eagles have given their
slim top 8 chances a boost on Sunday, racing out toa
30-0 lead before surviving a second half comeback to
hold on for a 30-26 victory over Cronulla at Pointshet
Stadium on Sunday.

If ever there was evidence that Rugby League is
a game of two halves, this fixture was exhibit A.
The Sharks were disappointing in a big loss to the
Warriors last week and many expected they'd be
much improved against their less fancied opposition
this time around. It was an arm wrestle for the
opening 20 minutes or so, with Manly scoring the
only try in that period in the 7th minute when Josh
Aloiai took the space that was on offer down the
Sharks left edge, crashing over to make it 4-0 to the
visitors. After that 20 minute mark, the floodgates
opened and were washing away what was left of

Cronulla’s premiership credentials. Daly Cherry-Evans
ran on the last, stepping inside Blayke Brailey before
chipping over the top for Lachlan Croker, who scored.
Manly scored another try through a chip over the
top 5 minutes later, when Schuster’s early kick took
a dream hounce for Olakau'atu, the big man unable
to be stopped that close to the line. The ambush
continued when 3 minutes later Manly again found
themselves in attacking position, with Daly Cherry-
Evans throwing a superb cutout pass to Jason Saab,
who was going out of play but miraculously flicked a
pass around his back that found Tolu Koula, the centre
making it 20-0. The Sharks had a chance to peg things
hack a bit before the break, but instead came up with
an error that was compounded when they allowed
Manly to go the length on the ensuing set, Jason Saab
finding space and then passing to Reuben Garrick on
his inside, the stand in fullback getting on the board
and making it 24-0 at the break.

It looked to be more of the same in the second half,
with Cronulla getting the ball in good position but
unable to turn it into points. Lachlan Croker kicked
a 40/20 with Manly’s first use of the ball, and when
Cherry-Evans put Koula through a hole for his second
the scoreline looked like it could've been anything.
The Sharks had something to say about that. On the
next kickoff, the Sharks went short and regathered
possession, Will Kennedy eventually spreading it
wide to Mulitalo, who scored the first of many Sharks
second half tries. For a period of 10 minutes or so,
neither side scored, and it looked as though Manly
were going to grind out a deserved big win. Katoa
would score in the 60th minute, but the try was again
unconverted, making it 30-8 Manly's way, and it
remained that way until the 70th minute. The Sharks
then scored three tries in four minutes. The first one
came when Hynes found a hard running Mclnnes
on his inside, narrowing the deficit to 16, while the
second one involved some controversy when the ref

letaclear knock on go unchecked for the Sharks, who
eventually spread it to Jesse Ramien on the right two
plays later to score. At 30-20, the Sharks faithful were
starting to believe, and when Ronaldo Mulitalo found
some space in the very next set before putting an
inside kick in for Will Kennedy to score, the higgest
comeback of all time seemed not only possible, but
likely. Cronulla were given a penalty on play 1 of the
next set, but somehow Manly were able to hang on
and come up with the ball at the end. Oregon Kaufusi
was then miles offside and the ref had no choice
but to give a penalty to Manly, effectively ending
the game. Both sides would've felt pretty ordinary
coming off the field, but it was Manly who emerged
30-26 victors. They face the Dragons away next
week, while it gets much tougher for Cronulla who
face a Saturday night trip to Penrith to take on the
Panthers. ADAM HUXTABLE



ROUND 21 RESULTS

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 18 (Z. Lomax, M. Ravalawa, T. Sloan tries;
L. Lomax 3 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 14 (). Tupou 2, A.
Koroisau tries; B. Wakeham goal) AT WIN STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 20th July. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Wests Tigers
14-12. Penalties: St George lllawarra 6-5. Referee: Ben Cummins.
Crowd: 7,246.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Lawrie, Burns, Russell, De Belin.
Int: Mbye, Molo, Couchman, Bird.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Talau, Tupou; Laurie,
Wakeham; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papalii, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Da Silva, Seyfarth, Twal, James.

BRISBANE 36 (K. Staggs 2, S. Cobho, A. Reynolds, R. Walsh, X.
Willison tries; A. Reynolds 6 goals) DEFEATED SOUTHS 20 (C.
Graham, A. Johnston, |. Tass tries; B. Taaffe 4 goals) AT SUNSHINE
COAST STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 21st July. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Souths 14-12.
Penalties: Souths 8-3. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 8,931.
SOUTHS: Taaffe, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, Ilias;
Burgess, Cook, Sele, Koloamatangi, Arrow, Murray (C). Int: Havil,
Host, Duncan, Moale.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Palasia, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Carrigan, Taupau.
Int: Smoothy, Jensen, Hetherington, Willison.

WARRIORS 21 (C. Nicoll-Klokstad, M. Niukore, D. Watene-
Zelezniak tries; S. Johnson 4 goals; S. Johnson field goal) DEFEATED
CANBERRA 20 (). Rapana, E. Whitehead, ). Wighton, H. Young
tries; . Croker 2 goals) AT GO MEDIA STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 21st July. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 14-6.
Penalties: Warriors 5-4. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 19,112.
WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Barnett, Ford,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Afoa, Walker, Sironen, Curran.
CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Saulo, Mariota.

SYDNEY 36 (F. Baker, E. Butcher, N. Butcher, L. Collins, J. Sua‘ali’,
J. Tedesco tries; J. Suaalii 6 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 18
(E. Clark, B. Kelly, C. Randall tries; J. Campbell 3 goals) AT CBUS
SUPER STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 22nd July. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Sydney 30-0.
Penalties: 7-all. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 15,362.

GOLD COAST: Brimson (C), Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Fifita, Sami; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Verrills, Randall, Fifita, Haas, Clark. Int: Liu,
Campbell, Stimson, Fa'asuamaleaui.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Smith, Manu, Sua‘ali’i; Keary, Smith;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Butcher, Brown. Int:
Turpin, Wong, May, Baker.

NEWCASTLE 26 (B. Best, M. Croker, L. Fitzgibbon, G. Marzhew,
D. Young tries; K. Ponga 3 goals) DEFEATED MELBOURNE 18 (T.
Loiero, N. Meaney, ). Olam tries; N. Meaney 3 goals) ATMCDONALD
JONES STADIUM.

Date; Sat, 22nd July. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 18-12.
Penalties: Newcastle 7-6. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 20,392.
NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Elliott.
Int: Mann, Saifiti, Hetherington, Croker.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Smith, Olam, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Asofa-Solomona,
King. Int: Eisenhuth, Sims, MacDonald, Garlick.

NORTH QLD 24 (S. Valemei 2, S. Drinkwater, P. Hiku tries; V.. Holmes
4 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 16 (M. Moses 2, S. Russell tries;
M. Moses 2 goals) AT QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK STADIUM.
Date; Sat, 22nd July. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: North QLD 16-4.
Penalties: North QLD 8-4. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 20,710.
NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Valemei, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Leilua, Nanai, Cotter. Int:
Granville, Neame, Taumalolo, Finefeuiaki.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Blake, Penisini, Simonsson, Russell;
Asi, Moses; Ogden, Hands, Paulo, Lane, Cartwright, Hopgood. Int:
Moretti, Ofahengaue, Davey, Matterson.

PENRITH 44 (T. Peachey 2, B. To'0 2, S. Crichton, L. Garner, S.
Sorensen, |. Yeo tries; N. Cleary 6 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY
18 (P. Alamoti, ). Averillo, J. Skelton tries; M. Burton 3 goals) AT
BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 23rd July. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Penrith 28-6.
Penalties: Penrith 10-9. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 21,525.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Peachey, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary
(C); Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Martin, Yeo. Int: Luke,
Smith, Leniu, Garner.

CANTERBURY: Perham, Wilson, Kiraz, Alamoti, Skelton; Burton
(C), Averillo; King, Flanagan, Faitala-Mariner, Pangai Junior,
Okunbor, Waddell. Int: Mahoney, Edwards, Morrin, Hughes.

MANLY 30 (T. Koula 2, ). Aloiai, L. Croker, R. Garrick, H. Olakau'atu
tries; R. Garrick 3 goals) DEFEATED CRONULLA 26 (S. Katoa, W.
Kennedy, C. Mcnnes, R. Mulitalo, ). Ramien tries; N. Hynes 3 goals)
AT POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 23rd July. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Manly 24-0.
Penalties: Cronulla 11-9. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 10,634.
CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Tracey, Mulitalo; Trindall,
Hynes; Kaufusi, Brailey, Rudolf, Nikora, Colquhoun, Finucane (C).
Int: McInnes, Williams, Hazelton, Hunt.

MANLY: Garrick, Saab, Parker, Koula, Tuipulotu; Schuster, Cherry-
Evans (C); Paseka, Croker, Aloiai, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi, Trbojevic. Int:
Matterson, Woods, Keppie, Lodge.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 21

Pos | Team B | 4 | Pts

MELBOURNE

CRONULLA

PARRAMATTA | 19 | 10 2

10 | NEWCASTLE 18

SYDNEY

GOLD COAST

CANTERBURY -266

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

John Bateman (Wests Tigers) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1500
Mat Feagai (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

Jack de Belin (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Corey Horsburgh (Canberra) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct: $1800
Martin Taupau (Brishane) Grade 3 Dangerous Contact: 3 matches
Jesse Arthars (Brishane) Grade 2 Careless HT: 1match

Harry Grant (Melbourne) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Tariq Sims (Melbourne) Grade 1Shoulder Charge: $3000

Tariq Sims (Melbourne) Grade 2 Careless HT: 2 matches

Adam Elliott (Newcastle) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800

Waga Blake (Parramatta) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $1500
Valentine Holmes (North Qld) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800

Ryan Matterson (Parramatta) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Corey Waddell (Canterbury) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Jesse Colquhoun (Cronulla) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
Nicho Hynes (Cronulla) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $1000
Haumole Olakau'atu (Manly) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $3000

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
31POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

22 POINTS

Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys) w
20 POINTS

Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

19 POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos), Mitchell Moses (Eels), Reece Walsh
(Broncos/Maroons)



ROUND 22

BRISBANE 32 SYDNEY 10

Brishane Broncos tightened their grip on a top four spot
with their 32-10 win over Sydney Roosters at the Gabba
on Thursday night.

The Broncos did all their damage in the first half, leading
20-0 at the break against a Roosters side which was
coming off a big win. Ezra Maam led the way with
a double for the hosts in an important two points.

Brishane were on the front foot from the opening
whistle. The hosts opened the scoring through Herbie
Farnsworth. The centre shrugged off defenders and
stretched out to plant the ball down to make it 6-0.
They went for a set piece to extend the lead to a dozen.
Reece Walsh put the kick right on the spot for five-
eighth Ezra Maam to take it in stride and dive over as
the Broncos looked to punish the Roosters. Broncos put
their advantage to out to 14 from the tee. There was a
coming together between the two sides and the Broncos
halfback slotted the resulting penalty goal to give them
acomfortable margin. There was a try which sent social
media (or what is left of it) into a frenzy. Reynolds

took on the line, found a trailing Patrick Carrigan who
strolled over to break his try-scoring drought in the NRL
and give the Broncos a 20-0 lead at the break.

The second half was more of an arm wrestle between
the two sides. Brishane went close through interchange
player Tyson Smoothy who was tackled incidently
by referee Grant Atkins before he could touch down.
Roosters did pull one back through Billy Smith. The
high kick was directed well towards Daniel Tupou then
pinballed down to Smith who had the easiest four-
pointer and gave the tri-colours some hope. That was
extingushed immediately. Lindsay Collins dropped it

from the kick-off, which allowed Kotoni Staggs to stroll
over after he had an earlier score chalked off due to
being called offside by the bunker. In a game to forget,
there is one moment of history for the Roosters. Luke
Keary saw space on the outside, chipped a kick right
into the chest of Daniel Tupou to score and become
the Roosters leading try-scorer. Brishane had one final
party piece to make it 32-10. Billy Smith tried to create
something for the Roosters from the boot, it went
straight to Mam who had a walk in the park to pick up
his second four-pointer and round off a successful trip to
the Gabba. JUSTIN DAVIES

SOUTH SYDNEY 32 WESTS TIGERS 18

Isaiah Tass' individual brilliance has overshadowed the
successful return from injury from Latrell Mitchell as
South Sydney defeated a resilient Tigers side by 32-18.

It was a frantic start to the contest, with Wests' first
kick going back to them after a charge down ricocheted
in their direction and it appeared that luck would be
going their way. However, John Bateman's pass was
intercepted by Alex Johnston. The flyer ran the best part
of 70 metres to cross for the opening try of the contest
just outsprinting the clutches of Jahreem Bula. Latrell
Mitchell converted in his first game back from a lengthy
injury layoff. After a shaky start. The Tigers capitalised
on South Sydney’s errors and it got them their first try.
A clever grubber from Luke Brooks was spilt by Cody
Walker before classy hooker Apisai Koroisau collected

the scraps to level the scores. The Tigers skipper
added the extras from in front of the posts to level the
scores. South Sydney eventually got the memo that
they couldn't drop the ball and capitalised on some
second-phase play in the middle. Fresh off a Taane Milne
line-break, they shifted to the left where Mitchell found
Johnston who got a magic pass to Isaiah Tass to cross in
the left corner. Mitchell was unable to convert from the
sideline and it remained a 4-point game. Four minutes
[ater, Souths crossed for their third when Tass shrugged
off awould-be attempt of tackle from David Nofoaluma.
He linked up with Johnston who continued his catch
and pass ways crossing having to do minimal work for
his second. Mitchell struggled to get his kick right from
touch and it was 14-6. Some poor discipline came back
to bite the Tigers with the home side having to repel
several sets on their own line. Souths made them pay

when Lachlan Ilias delivered a clever kick for Keaon
Koloamatangi to cross. Mitchell converted that one and
the result soon blew out. The rest of the first half saw
hoth sides have scoring chances, but for one reason or
another the final pass went astray and it remained 20-6
at the half.

The Tigers played some enterprising footy to start the
second half with Brooks, Bula and Koroisau combining
hefore the captain delivered a clever grubber for Isaiah
Papali'i to dive on the loose ball to score for the home
side. Brooks kicked with Koroisau in pain after setting
up the try. He got it from touch and it's 20-12. Wests
should've extended their lead when Junior Tupou broke
away but he ignored the support to go on his own, his
pass back inside was put down by Koroisau and 4 points
were off the table. Wests were creating chances but

execution left them short. Starford To'a split them this
time, he kicked in-field and it was caught in the slip
by llias. He was then crunched by Koroisau and he lost
the ball. From that scrum, Koroisau turned provided
to Fonua Pole and he charged his way over from point-
blank range, the Tigers were coming back to get the
Rabbitohs and the captain's conversion reduced the gap
to just 2 points. However, a Kolomamatangi line-break
gave Souths some field position and eventually pressure
took its toll on the last-place Tigers. After repeated
possession down the Tigers' end. The left edge of Souths
combined to send Johnston over in the left corner
for his hattrick and try 184 for his illustrious career.
With limited time to go, Cam Murray split the Tigers’
defence and sold Bula a dummy back to Concord with
a sensational individual try to seal the 32-18 verdict. A)
LUCANTONIO

MELBOURNE 46 PARRAMATTA 16
Melbourne has responded to last week's shock loss to
the Knights by trouncing Parramatta by 46-16 at Marvel
Stadium tonight.

Harry Grant and Jahrome Hughes were the stars for
the home side with the Australian hooker scoring a
double, while Kiwi half Hughes scored one, with both
playing a pivotal role in the majority of the Storm's
eight tries. It was a disappointing loss for last year's
runners up, who have now lost four of their past five
matches and are in real danger of missing out on this
year's finals series unless they can turn things around
dramatically with five games remaining in the regular

season. It was a fast start by the visitors, with winger
Sean Russell scoring an incredible try to start the game,
diving for the corner after some quick hands from his
skipper Clint Gutherson off a beautifully executed
scrum play. Melbourne hit back minutes later when
Harry Grant caught the markers napping close to the
line and snuck over to score a clever try out of dummy
half. Nick Meaney converted to give the home side a 6-4
lead. Harry Grant then scored his second try, when the
crafty number nine ran a strong line off Jahrome Hughes
close to the line. Meaney again converted and it was 12-
4, Grant continued to be a menace when he again snuck
out of dummy half, this time firing a pass to Hughes
who raced away to score under the posts to extend the
lead by 14 following Meaney's successful conversion.

Parramatta desperately needed to hit hack or risk the
game slip away and they did so through)'maine Hopgood
who crashed over off a deft pass at the line from Ryan
Matterson close to the line. However just as Parramatta
tried to claw back momentum, five eighth Dagjarn Asi
was penalised for an escort from a kick. The penalty
proved critical, as it led to Storm backrower Eliesa Katoa
crashing over off a neat pass from Hughes to give the
home side a 24-10 lead at halftime.

The Grant and Hughes show resumed regular
transmission following halftime, when they combined
for lock forward Josh King to score under the posts and
extend their lead to 30-10. The dominance continued
from the home side, when Hughes again sliced through,

and off the back of his linebreak he doubled down by
finding Marion Seve off the next play to give the Storm
a commanding 36-10 lead. Parramatta finally hit back
through rookie prop Luca Moretti who crashed over
for his first NRL try and give his side a glimmer of hope
of mounting a comeback. That comeback was quickly
extinguished with ten minutes to go however, when
Cameron Munster waltzed through six Eels defenders
to score a brilliant individual try to put the icing on
the cake for the home side. Rookie Kiwi winger Will
Warbrick dived over late to blow the scoreline out to a
convincing 46-10 win in front of their home fans. SAM
BOURKE

NEWCASTLE 28 CANBERRA 6

A controlled display has seen the Newcastle Knights
post their fourth win in succession with a 28-6 rout over
the Canberra Raiders at GI0 Stadium.

Recording their first victory in the nation's capital in
five years to move within one point of the top eight,
the Knights stood tall with and without the ball in
a performance that saw Kalyn Ponga enhance his
reputation as one of the superstars of the game.
Coming out of the blocks with attacking intentions
after asuperb kick return from Ponga inside the opening
two minutes, the Knights struck first with Jackson
Hastings sending Lachlan Fitzgibbon into space, who
linked with Ponga (6th minute) in support to open the

scoring. Adding a penalty goal from in front after Jordan
Rapana failed to complete a line drop out inside the
designated kick clock, the Raiders woes went from bad
to worse when Josh Papalii threw a woeful pass on the
last tackle that put the Knights on the attacking front
foot. Taking immediate advantage of the field position
gifted by their opponents, a cut-out pass from Hastings
allowed Greg Marzhew (19th minute) to stroll over in the
corner. Managing to repel multiple attacking raids from
the Raiders on their own line, the Knights completed
a stellar first half with Dominic Young (32nd minute)
managing to get the ball down inside the corner post
for his 20th try of the season to take a 20-0 lead to the
sheds.

Making the Raiders pay for another poor last tackle
option which saw interchange prop Emre Guler hoist a
homb toward the heavens, a subsequent raid down the
right side from Dane Gagai saw Tyson Gamble (42nd
minute) race away to score. The Knights appeared to
go further in front through Bradman Best following a
comedy of errors from the Raiders, only for the bunker
to find an infringement against Gamble for tackling
Albert Hopoate in the air. Stemming the one-way flow
of points through Rapana (51st minute) midway through
the second half, Canberra fullback Seb Kris was placed
onreport minutes later for taking out Ponga’s legs while
the Newcastle fullback contested a high ball. Taking the
score out to 28-6 via a penalty goal, Ponga was forced
from the field for a HIA after collecting Rapanas knee

while falling after passing the ball, before being cleared
to return with the result beyond doubt. A well-placed
chip kick from Hastings saw Young touch down late in
the contest, however closer inspection from the bunker
found the English winger to have put a foot on the
sideline before grounding. Capping the win with one of
their best defensive displays of the season, the Knights
managed to deny Hudson Young and Corey Horshurgh
with resolute goal line defence in the shadows of
fulltime to run out 28-6 winners. Next week, the Raiders
host the Tigers on Sunday afternoon, while the Knights
will face the Dolphins as part of a double header in Perth
on Saturday evening. ROB CROSBY



MANLY 24 ST GEO ILLA 18

Manly Sea Eagles kept their finals hopes alive with a 24-
18 win over St George lllawarra Dragons at WIN Stadium
in front of 14,872 fans on Saturday night.

The Sea Eagles celebrated Daly Cherry-Evans 300th
with a win and broke their 20-year hoodoo down in
Wollongong and it kept them in touch with the top eight
and set up a frantic final six weeks. Dragons struck
first off a few back-to-back sets. Talatau Amone took
the ball to the line well, fed Francis Molo who streamed

through the gap and made it 6-0 for the hosts. The
hosts extended their advantage to eight from the tee.
Zac Lomax sent the ball through the posts to continue a
strong start from the Dragons who looked to play spoiler
on the milestone occasion. Sea Eagles had to do a lot of
defending but once they got some ball, struck back.
Jason Saab strode confidently down the wing before he
flung it to Tolotau Koula to go over. The visitors were
well into their rhythm now. They got field possession
after Jacob Liddle played the ball the wrong way then
Haumole Olaku'atu strolled through to make it 12-8.

Coming out of the break, the Sea Eagles felt just fine.
They just rolled away from their end, started by a Josh
Schuster pass then ended with Reuben Garrick who
made it 18-8 and silenced the crowd. Dragons had some
concerted possession on the Sea Eagles line including
a very close decision to chalk off a four-pointer to Dan
Russell. The hosts were very clunky in their attack and
handed it over easily. The Sea Eagles piled on the misery
straight away. They went to their pet play which was
to give Saab space on the right wing. He just stretched
out and beat the chasing defense to stroll over. Dragons
needed something quickly and it came from Billy Burns.

He was able to scoop up the grubber kick from Ben Hunt
to score in the left corner. Lomax converted to make it
22-14. The task got harder for the Dragons when Jack De
Belin was sin-hinned for a hip drop earlier in a set. They
still put in a good effort and brought themselves closer
through a Tyrell Sloan four-pointer. It was sealed by a
dumb play from the Dragons. Hunt tried to slice through,
offloaded to Zane Musgrove who was deemed out of
play. Garrick stepped up to pilot home the penalty goal
for the Sea Eagles and make it 24-18. JUSTIN DAVIES

PENRITH 28 CRONULLA 0

Penrith dominated field position and kept the Sharks
on the back foot all game, and while the Sharks defence
was commendable, their attack was atrocious.

Things looked grim for the Sharks very early when
fullback William Kennedy tore his hamstring after just
3 minutes, but he remained on the field for a further 3
minutes before succumbing to the injury. The reshuffle
saw Connor Tracey move to fullback and back rower
Briton Nikora move out to centre. The scoring started
in the 6th minute when Nathan Cleary grubbered close
to the Sharks line. Kennedy blocked it with his foot,
but couldn't regather. Liam Martin regathered before
passing to Jarome Luai who barges over for a try. Cleary
added the extras. The Sharks woes continued in the

10th minute when winger Sione Katoa dislocated his
finger and came off the field to get it attended to. He
eventually returned shortly after. Despite the extra
reshuffles, Penrith's attack couldn't crack the gritty
Sharks defence. In the 22nd minute Penrith crossed
for their second try when another Cleary grubber was
blocked, this time by Nicho Hynes, but he couldn't
contain the ball as it dribbles agonisingly slowly into
the Sharks in-goal, where Isaah Yeo grounded it for a
try. Cleary converted from almost in front. A Cleary
40/20 gave the Panthers a great attacking opportunity
and from the ensuing set Brian Too scored in the right
corner somehow, despite being tackled around the legs
by Jesse Ramien and with Braydon Trindall sliding across
to try and prevent the ball from being grounded. Cleary
converted from the sideline. Jarome Luai looked to have

scored his second try when Katoa dropped a pass from
Tracey in the Sharks in-goal area. The referee awarded
the try but the Bunker found that Katoa managed to
ground the ball first, denying the Panthers five-eighth
a try. As the halftime siren sounded, Nathan Cleary
attempted to kick a field goal from 49 metres out, and
while it was perfectly aimed, it fell just under the cross
bar. At halftime Penrith were in control and leading 18-0.

Penrith extended their lead in the 48th minute when
some second phase play saw the Panthers spread the
ball left to Luai, who linked with Scott Sorensen. The
hack-rower threw a brilliant pass behind his back to
Tyrone Peachey who dished it to Sunia Turuva and he
scored in the corner. Cleary failed to convert from the
sideline. In the 57th minute Tyrone Peachey was sin

binned for a high shot on Jack Williams. The Sharks
attack at this stage was so disjointed, that it failed to
take advantage of the extra man. In fact, it was Penrith
who scored, just 4 minutes after Peachey was binned.
Cleary kicked into the Sharks in-goal and Liam Martin
somehow reeled it in, while running at top speed, and
planted the ball near his feet just inside the dead-ball
line for a great try. Cleary converted to give the Panthers
aclear 28-0 lead. Neither side threatened the scorehoard
for the rest of the game as turn-overs started to take
over. Cronulla’s only shining light was the incredible
defence which made over 50 tackles inside their own
20 metres and conceded just 5 tries against the best
team of the past few seasons. This was highlighted by
Cameron Mclnnes who made an astonishing 83 tackles
in 80 minutes. ANDREW FERGUSON

CANTERBURY 23 DOLPHINS 22

Afield goal from Matt Burton with seconds left in the
first half proved the difference as the Canterbury-
Bankstown Bulldogs prevailed 23-22 over the Dolphins
ina thriller played in Bundaberg.

[na match with multiple lead changes that finished four
tries apiece, the Dolphins were left to rue a wayward
conversion attempt near fulltime by Jamayne Isaako
which allowed the Bulldogs to post their seventh
win of the season. In a disjointed opening which saw
the flow of play dictated by the referee’s whistle, the
Dolphins opened the scoring via an Isaako penalty goal
stemming from high contact by Jake Averillo which saw

Connelly Lemuelu ruled out of the match with a failed
head injury assessment. Taking an 8-0 lead midway
through proceedings following an offload from Euan
Aitken inside his own half, Isaako (17th minute) latched
onto the ball and streaked 70 metres down the right
touchline to score his 16th try of the season. Opting
to bring a home game to Bundaberg for the second
time, the Bulldogs delighted the 5,130 supporters in
attendance with Viliame Kikau (26th minute), returning
froma pectoral injury after four months on the sidelines,
harging over the top of Kodi Nikorima to score his first
try in blue and white colours. Hitting the front through
Braidon Burns (31st minute), who left Aitken clutching
for air with a powerful run, an ultimately fortuitous field
goal to Burton with seconds left on the clock gave the

hosts an unlikely 11-8 halftime advantage.

Squandering an early opportunity to extend their lead
after Averillo dropped a pass from Jacob Preston with
thetry line in sight, Averillo (53rd minute) atoned for his
earlier blemish with a try against his future teammates.
Responding to the one-way flow of points by injecting
Anthony Milford into the game, the Dolphins got the
desired response with Aitken splitting the Bulldogs
through the middle of the field, allowing Milford (57th
minute) to take advantage of the retreating defence
from close range. In a sliding doors moments which saw
Tevita Pangai Jr denied by the bunker at one end of the
field for a double movement, the Dolphins returned fire
with Valynce Te Whare (64th minute) charging over to

give the visitors a one-point lead. In a thrilling finale
which saw a potential match-clinching try to Isaako
pulled up for an obstruction, a cut-out pass from Toby
Sexton enabled Blake Wilson (69th minute) to touch
down to take a five-point lead following Burton's
successful sideline conversion. Felise Kaufusi provided
the Dolphins with a late opportunity to claim victory
with a tackle that forced a turnover, however, despite
the best efforts of Milford (78th minute) to score his
second of the afternoon, Isaako's wayward conversion
allowed the Bulldogs to hold on for a one-point win.
Next week, the Bulldogs will have their final bye of the
season, while the Dolphins will face the in-form Knights
in Perth on Saturday evening. ROB CROSBY

GOLD COAST 22NORTH QLD 13

A solid second half showing from hosts Gold Coast has
seen them finish 2213 victors over an in-form North
Queensland at Robina on Sunday.

Behind 1310 at the break, the Titans were able to score
twice and keep their opponents scoreless - the first
time they've done that to any opponent since the start

of 2022 - delivering a streak-breaking win for both
themselves (after four losses) and the Cowboys (after
five wins). While the Titans were first on the board - AJ
Brimson scoring the opener off a Khan-Pereira break and
kick - the Cowboys steamed into the lead before the 20
minute mark, taking advantage of an injury-enforced
departure by Brimson to lead 12-6. Semi Valemei and
Coen Hess were the visiting side’s tryscorers. At the
24 minute mark, Phil Sami pegged back the margin

to two points with the hosts taking advantage of
Cowboys centre Valentine Holmes being sin hinned
after a shoulder charge. While they still trailed by two,
the Titans looked every bit in the contest, holding the
Cowboys to all but a last-minute halftime field goal from
Chad Townsend. That had North Queensland leading 13-
10 at the change of ends..

All the remaining points were scored inside the opening
ten minutes of the second stanza - Jayden Campbell
scoring after just forty seconds after play resumed.
When Alofiana Khan-Pereira scored at the 46th minute,
the Titans were up by nine and looking solid. A classy
and consistent defensive display rounded out the game,
with the final half-hour an entertaining but scoreless
tussle. TIM COSTELLO



ROUND 22 RESULTS

BRISBANE 32 (E. Mam 2, P. Carrigan, H. Farnworth, K. Staggs tries;
A. Reynolds 6 goals) DEFEATED SYDNEY 10 (B. Smith, D. Tupou
tries; S. Smith goal) aT BRISBANE CRICKET GROUND.

Date: Thu, 27th July. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Brishane 20-0.
Penalties: Brishane 8-7. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 21,841.
BRISBANE: Walsh, Mariner, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Carrigan, Palasia.
Int: Smoothy, Jensen, Hetherington, Willison.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Smith, Manu, Sua’ali'i; Keary, Smith;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Butcher, Radley. Int:
Turpin, Brown, May, Baker.

SOUTHS 32 (A. Johnston 3, K. Koloamatangi, C. Murray, I. Tass
tries; L. Mitchell 4 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 18 (A.
Koroisau, I. Papali', F. Pole tries; A. Koroisau 2, L. Brooks goals)
AT SCULLY PARK.

Date: Fri, 28th July. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Souths 20-6.
Penalties: Souths 6-3. Referee: Zbignew Przeklasa-Adamski.
Crowd: 10,453.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Tupou, Staines; Laurie,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Smith, Blore, Twal, James.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, llias;
Arrow, Cook, Sele, Koloamatangi, Host, Murray (C). Int: Moale,
Havili, Cartwright, Burgess.

MELBOURNE 46 (H. Grant 2, ). Hughes, E. Katoa, ). King, C. Munster,
M. Seve, W. Warbrick tries; N. Meaney 7 goals) DEFEATED
PARRAMATTA 16 (). Hopgood, L. Moretti, S. Russell tries; M.
Moses 2 goals) AT MARVEL STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 28th July. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 24-10.
Penalties: Parramatta 3-2. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 20,429.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Seve, Tonumaipea, Coates;
Munster, Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Eisenhuth,
King. Int: MacDonald, Katoa, Wishart, Moeroa.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Blake, Penisini, Simonsson, Russell;
Asi, Moses; Ogden, Hands, Paulo, Davey, Cartwright, Hopgood. Int:
Moretti, Ofahengaue, Lussick, Matterson.

NEWCASTLE 28 (T. Gamble, G. Marzhew, K. Ponga, D. Young tries;
K. Ponga 6 goals) DEFEATED CANBERRA 6 (). Rapana try; ). Croker
goal) AT GIO STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 29th July. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 20-0.
Penalties: Newcastle 5-4. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 15,487,
CANBERRA: Kris, Hopoate, Croker (C), Timoko, Rapana; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Starling, Guler, Saulo, Mariota.

NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Elliott.
Int: Mann, Jones, Hetherington, Croker.

MANLY 24 (R. Garrick, T. Koula, H. Olakau'atu, ). Saab tries; R.
Garrick 4 goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 18 (B. Burns,
F. Molo, T. Sloan tries; Z. Lomax 3 goals) AT WIN STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 29th July. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Manly 12-8.
Penalties: Manly 8-5. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 14,872.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Lawrie, Burns, Russell, De Belin.
Int: Muhleisen, Molo, Couchman, Musgrove.

MANLY: Garrick, Saab, Parker, Koula, Tuipulotu; Schuster, Cherry-
Evans (C); Sipley, Croker, Lodge, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi, Trbojevic. Int:
Matterson, Woods, Keppie, Bullemor.

PENRITH 28 (). Luai, L. Martin, B. Too, S. Turuva, I. Yeo tries; N.
Cleary 4 goals) DEFEATED CRONULLA 0 AT BLUEBET STADIUM.
Date; Sat, 29th July. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Penrith 18-0.
Penalties: Penrith 6-3. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 20,694,
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Peachey, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary
(C); Smith, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Martin, Yeo. Int; Leota,
Luke, Eisenhuth, Hosking.

CRONULLA: Kennedy, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Tracey; Trindall,
Hynes; Hamlin-Uele, Brailey, Rudolf, Nikora, Graham (C), Mclnnes.
Int: Kaufusi, Williams, Hazelton, Hunt.

CANTERBURY 23 (J. Averillo, B. Burns, V. Kikau, B. Wilson tries; M.
Burton 3 goals; M. Burton field goal) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 22 (A.
Milford 2, ). Isaako, V.. Te Whare tries; . Isaako 3 goals) AT SALTER
OVAL.

Date: Sun, 30th July. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Canterbury 11-8.
Penalties: Dolphins 9-7. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 5,130.
CANTERBURY: Averillo, Wilson, Kiraz, Burns, Addo-Carr; Burton
(C), Sexton; King, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Kikau, Preston, Sutton.
Int: Flanagan, Waddell, Edwards, Knight.

DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, lsaako, Aitken, Te Whare, Niu;
Nikorima, 0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Nicholls,
Kaufusi, Lemuelu, Bromwich. Int: Ese'ese, Kerr, Milford, Wallace.

GOLD COAST 22 (A. Brimson, ). Campbell, A. Khan-Pereira, P.
Sami tries; T. Boyd 3 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 13 (C. Hess, S.
Valemei tries; V. Holmes 2 goals; C. Townsend field goal) AT CBUS
SUPER STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 30th July. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: North QLD 13-10.
Penalties: Gold Coast 9-6. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 16,516.
GOLD COAST: Brimson (C), Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Fifita, Sami; Foran,
Boyd; Fotuaika, Randall, Liu, Fifita, Stimson, Clark. Int: Verrills,
Campbell, Haas, Fa'asuamaleaui.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Valemei, Holmes, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Leilua, Finefeuiaki, Granville.
Int: Cotter, Taunoa-Brown, Taumalolo, McIntyre.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 22

Team P
PENRITH 19
BRISBANE 20
WARRIORS 19
MELBOURNE | 19
CANBERRA 19
SOUTHS 20
CRONULLA 19
NORTHQLD 20
NEWCASTLE 19
MANLY 19
PARRAMATTA 20
GOLD COAST 19
DOLPHINS 19
SYDNEY 19
CANTERBURY 20
STGEO ILLA 19
WESTSTIGERS 19
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Patrick Carrigan (Brishane) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1800

Jared Waerea-Hargreaves (Sydney) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000
Keaon Koloamatangi (South Sydney) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $1500
Keaon Koloamatangi (South Sydney) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $1500
Aitasi James (Wests Tigers) Grade Careless HT: $1000

Davvy Moale (South Sydney) Grade 1Shoulder Charge: $3000

Seb Kris (Canberra) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1500

Jack de Belin (St Geo Illa) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 4 matches
Tyrone Peachey (Penrith) Grade 3 Careless HT: 2 matches

Braden Hamlin-Uele (Cronulla) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Jake Averillo (Canterbury) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $750

Reed Mahoney (Canterbury) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $1000
Valentine Holmes (North Qld) Grade 2 Careless HT: 4 matches

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
31POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

22 POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys)

21POINTS
Reece Walsh (Broncos/Maraons)

20 POINTS

Nicho Hynes (Sharks), Kalyn Ponga (Knights) m



Sydney Roosters recorded a 26-16 win against the
Manly-Warringah Sea Eagles on a whistle-happy
evening at the Sydney Cricket Ground on Thursday.

The Roosters looked much like their usual selves with
a comfortable win highlighted by a pair of tries from
Daniel Tupou. There was drama with Nathan Brown
being sent off in his first tackle while Sea Eagles
Toafofoa Sipley went to the sin bin. This game was
a hig game for the Sea Eagles who still harboured

ambitions of finals foothall. It was a tight tussle in
the opening ten minutes before the Sea Eagles posted
first points from the tee to make it 2-0. From there,
the Roosters clicked into gear. Daniel Tupou added
to his already club leading tryscoring lead, taking a
bomb and touching down in the corner to make it 6-2
for the hosts back on their home turf.

If the first four-pointer was athletic, the next was
pure power. Centre Joseph Manu scooped up the
ball from dummy-half after a Siua Wong run then
barrelled past several Sea Eagles defenders to go
over. The Sea Eagles were sinking without a trace,
the closest they went for a try was Lachlan Croker

being denied his centurian game. Roosters gave
themselves an 18-2 lead at the break when Tupou
swept over for his second four-pointer.

Coming out of the break, the Sea Eagles tried to
wrestle back momentum but were met by a brick
wall. The Roosters defense harkened back to the side
which was tipped pre-season to be right in the thick
of the Premiership race. The Roosters delivered the
knockout blow from another Sea Eagles error. The
ball was flung wide to Billy Smith, who stepped past
several defenders before he went over to make it
22-2 which would please Richie Benaud. Sea Eagles

only avenue to find the line was from the boot. Josh
Schuster chipped for himself to get their first then
he delivered another precise kick for Brad Parker to
get himself on the scoresheet. Roosters kept them
at arms length all evening. Another error which led
to a scrum. It was a simple backline move which saw
Joseph Suaalii cross in the corner which gave him ten
points for the game including his three conversions.
There was some late consolation for the Sea Eagles
who never got going in this game. This despite a
send off to Nathan Brown who just got onto the field.
Tolotau Koula brought the margin back to ten with his
[ate score from broken play. JUSTIN DAVIES

The New Zealand Warriors have overcome a brave 12
men Gold Coast Titans side in one of the most hizarre
Friday Night Football matches in recent seasons.

The home side suffered a horror blow in the dying
moments of warm-up when AJ Brimson pulled out,
which saw Jayden Campbell revert back to fullback.
Both sides had early chances, Jackson Ford was
dragged down metres from the line. On the ensuing
play, the crash ball was ineffective. After some tense
early moments, the referees’ and Bunker's high tackle
interpretation came into question. Chris Randall was
only put on report for a high tackle after the Warriors
challenged a knock-on ruling, the replays showed he
was lucky to remain on the field 14 minutes in. Three
minutes later the controversy reached DefQon levels,
Mo Fotuaikawasn'tso lucky when he collected Chanze
Nicoll-Klokstad high and left him in Disney Land.

Fotuaika was sent from the field by Ben Cummins
after an extensive delay which saw CNK come from
the field and fail to return. After the following set
where the Titans hung on their own line, David
Fifta initiated contact with Marata Niukore before
the Warriors back-rower slapped back. Niukore was
quickly dispatched to the bin for “striking”. After
winning his side a penalty down the other end of the
field. Fifita went on his own out of acting half to cross
for the first try of the evening. Tanah Boyd converted
for an unlikely lead for the 12 men Titans side. That
lead didn't last long, however. Off the back of some
rare field position, the Warriors were able to bounce
back 13 minutes out from the break. Shaun Johnson
continued his career reboot with some sensational
footwork to beat the cover defence to score a great
individual try. Johnson converted for a 6-6 hall game
and it looked like the Warriors were taking control.
Just before the break, the visitors who had vocal
crowd support split the Titans open. Johnson broke

through some would-be tacklers before linking up
with Dallin Watene-Zelezniak. DWZ got a magical ball
back inside to Johnson to cross for his second try who
converted his own try for a 12-6 lead. The Warriors
thought they had a third on half-time but were pulled
back by the Bunker for obstruction and it remained
12-6 at the break.

Gold Coast started the second half in disastrous
fashion, Lofi Khan-Pereria spilt the bomb from the
Warriors' first set of the second half giving the
visitors prime field position. Johnson this time turned
provider with an inside pass to Ford who crossed out
on the left edge after being denied early in the game.
Johnson converted from an easy distance to make it a
two-possession lead for the visitors. That comfortable
margin didn't last long due to a combination of ill-
discipline and sloppy ball handling against a 12-man
Titans side. Tanah Boyd looked damaging for the
home side and he split the Warriors open. From the

ensuing tackle, Campbell grubber kicked for Joe
Stimson who grounded the ball brilliantly in the in-
goal. Campbell converted while Boyd was treated for
a shoulder injury and it was back to a 6-point game.
With 15 minutes to go, the Warriors were looking to
seal the deal. Johnson's crossfield kick was initially
batted back to Ford before his pass was picked off
by Camphell who sprinted the best part of 90 metres
to score. We were locked up at 18-18 after Boyd's
conversion, although the Bunker seemingly missed a
knock-on from the contest by Aaron Schoupp. After a
rare sabbatical in the chaos. Both sides scrambled to
find the killer blow. It took a great crash pass from
Wayde Egan to find Tohu Harris and the big fella
crashed over for his maiden try of 2023 and with
Johnson's conversion it was 24-18. The Titans failed to
find an answer and Johnson again put a hoot to the
ball and AKP couldn't collect it as DWZ collected the
loose ball for number 2 and a comfortable 10-point
ead. AJ LUCANTONIO

Penrith has defeated fellow premierships contenders
Melbourne by 26-6 in a clinical display at BlueBet
Stadium tonight.

After initially letting in the first try of the night,
Penrith poured on three tries in 16 minutes to
effectively take the game away from the visitors by
halftime. It was their skipper Nathan Cleary who was
the architect with a dominant kicking display and
also having a hand in three Panthers tries to send
a message out to the competition that he has put
his Origin disappointment behind him as he looks
for a third premiership ring. It was a disappointing
performance for Melbourne who lost both halfhack
Jahrome Hughes and winger Xavier Coates prior to

kickoff, but it was their uncharacteristic ill discipline
that cost them, particularly in the first half where
they conceded a whopping eight penalties. Penrith
opened the scoring through a penalty, when Marion
Seve checked the run of Scott Sorenson chasing a
kick. Cleary pointed to the posts and took the two
points on offer to open their account. From the
ensuing kickoff Penrith spread the ball wide, which
was then knocked on by makeshift centre Zac Hosking
and the ball was picked up in an offside position. Nick
Meaney returned serve and tied the scoreline at 2 all
with a penalty from in front. Melbourne then silenced
the home crowd, when Young Tonumaipea found
a retreating Panthers defensive line to score the
opening try of the game and take an early 6-2 lead.
Penrith managed to camp themselves on the Storm
line and were finally rewarded when NSW winger

Brian To'o found himself on the back of a familiar
Panthers backline play to dive over in the corner to
level the scores after 25 minutes. Penrith then took
the game up a gear minutes later, when Cleary saw
the Storm were short on numbers down the short
side to create enough space for Jarome Luai to score.
Cleary converted from out wide to give the home
side a 12-6 lead. As the halftime break approached
the Storm then gave away their sixth penalty for the
match, for an accidental crusher tackle from Josh
King. Nathan Cleary took the gift two points to extend
the Panthers lead to 14-6. Then just as the halftime
break approached, the Panthers made the Storm pay
for their seventh penalty, when Nathan Cleary put
Stephen Crichton over in the corner to give them a
20-6 lead at halftime.

The second half continued the theme of poor
discipline from Melbourne, which was followed by a
Panthers counter attack, when To'o scored his second
try which again occurred through some quick hands
from his inside men. While Melbourne were much
better in the second half, the pressure from the
Panthers defence was relentless and the Storm were
continually left frustrated as they failed to find a way
to break through. Penrith have a minor headache from
the win, with two try hero Brian To'o looking to have
aminor pectoral injury, but other than that they came
through unscathed ahead of their Thursday night
clash with Manly in Round 24. Melbourne will return
to AAMI Park against their bogey side Canberra as
they look to keep their Top 4 hopes alive with just a
month left in the regular season. SAM BOURKE

The Brishane Broncos have asserted their credentials
as the kings of Queensland with a 30-14 victory over
the North Queensland Cowboys in Townsville.

In an epic encounter evoking memories of clashes
between the two Queensland rivals during the
mid-2010s, the Broncos held their nerve to join the
Panthers on 36 competition points and all but assure
a top two finish. Surviving an early scare with Kyle
Feldt forced over the sideline from a scrum play, the
Broncos responded in the following set through Jesse

Arthars (6th minute) who touched down in the corner.
Playing n front of a sold-out Townsville crowd during
arare Saturday afternoon fixture, the Cowboys made
amends for leaving points on the table with Feldt
(13th minute) finishing off an attacking raid down the
left edge. Holding a slender lead midway through the
half, the Broncos were left to lament multiple missed
opportunities with Thomas Flegler ignoring Ezra
Mam in support with the try line open and Brendan
Piakura becoming entangled with Kotoni Staggs close
to the line. Seizing the ascendancy following a short
pass from Billy Walters to Patrick Carrigan (24th
minute), the Broncos appeared to go further ahead

only for Semi Valemei to hold Herbie Farnworth up
in a determined tackle over the line. A penalty goal
to Chad Townsend after the halftime siren saw the
Broncos take a 12-6 lead to the change of ends.

Losing Arthars early in the second half with a
Category 1 head knock, Kotoni Staggs re-established
an eight-point buffer after Jamayne Taunoa-Brown
was penalised for a crusher tackle in front of the
posts. Taking the score to 20-6 after Mam (52nd
minute) backed up an attacking run from Carrigan,
the Cowboys hit back after Feldt (58th minute)
crossed for his second of the afternoon. Securing

the result following a stellar break by Staggs from
inside their own half, Reece Walsh (72nd minute) was
overcome with emotion after touching down for his
sixth try of the season. The Cowboys continued to
rally with Heilum Luki (74th minute) narrowing the
margin to ten-points, however a botched try to Feldt
inthe following set killed off any hope of a comeback.
An intercept to Selwyn Cobbo (79th minute) on
fulltime capped the result with the Broncos running
out 30-14 victors. Next week, the Cowhoys have their
final bye of the season, while the Broncos will host
the Eels at The Gabba on Friday night. ROB CROSBY



Newcastle Knights move into sixth position after
their 30-28 win over The Dolphins at Perth Stadium
on Saturday afternoon.

It was a performance which was powered by Kalyn
Ponga, who was instrumental in the Newcastle
Knights win despite a first half hatrick from
Dolphins winger Jamayne Isaako which gave the
Queensland side a half-time lead. The Knights struck
first on a firm Perth surface. They went to the right
side to open them up, Dominic Young strode free
before he found the trailing Kalyn Ponga to touch

down. Their quick start was quelled when Lachlan
Fitzgibbon was sent to the sin bin for a hip drop.
Dolphins struck immediately through Jamayne
Isaako who strolled over from close range. The
Dolphins went back-to-back to take the lead at 8-6.
This time it was from long range, Kodi Nikorima cut
through the Knights defense then positioned Isaako
to get his second four-pointer of the contest. It was
the Isaako show in the first half. He showed off his
|eaping ability for his third try in quick succession. He
dived over a stationary Greg Marzhew to notch up the
milestone. Knights got back to even and quickly cut
into the deficit. Kurt Mann spied a gap, as the restart

bell went and scooted over from close range. Ponga
converted from mid range to make it 14-12.

Dolphins inched their advantage to four points
right after the break. A high tackle allowed Isaako
to kick his first goal of the afternoon to make 16-12
in the fading sun. The newest NRL team were on a
roll. They marched downfield after a penalty won by
who else Isaako. Dolphins stripped the numbers well
on the right and Valynce Te Whare walked it over. It
was a see-saw contest and the Knights struck back.
Jackson Hastings shrugged off a defender and went
over underneath the sticks, Ponga converted which

brought it back to 22-18. After his binning, Fitzgibbon
gave some back to his side. He sliced through, fed
Ponga who strided towards the line then offloaded to
Phoenix Crossland who levelled up the contest. Ponga
converted to put them ahead 24-22. They extended
their lead again from some Ponga power. The fullback
poked his nose through the line, his pass hit the
ground and it fell into the path of Marzhew who has
had a tough afternoon, but got on the scoresheet.
Dolphins have shown they won't go down with a fight
this season and set up a grandstand finish. It was a
superb short pass and Connelly Lemuelu strolled over
to make it 30-28. JUSTIN DAVIES

The Cronulla Sharks have put a run of poor form
behind them as they ran out 26-16 victors over the
South Sydney Rabbitohs in front of nearly 50,000
fans at Perth Stadium in the second match of the
double header.

The Sharks were the first side to go close to scoring
when Connor Tracey was denied when he got the
ball down short of the line before losing control of
it. The no try didn't hurt the Sharks though as down
the left again they were able to find space when a
questionable pass put Mawene Hiroti into space
to score. Taking advantage of the momentum, the
Sharks put on some class as Sione Katoa left Latrell

Mitchell going in every direction but the right one
as his footwork beat Mitchell and Cronulla extended
their lead. Inside the final 10 minutes of the first half,
the Sharks added a penalty goal to extend their lead
out to 14-0 after Latrell Mitchell’s short dropout
attempt didn't go the required 10m. Souths had an
effort from Alex Johnston rejected by the bunker
after the superstar winger went into touch before
grounding the ball.

The second half started as a repeat of the first half
with the Sharks dominating and going over just five
minutes into the second half as Braydon Trindall
picked up the first of his double when an isolated
Tyrone Munro charged out of the line and left
Trindall with a stroll to the line. Trindall's second

try was both through luck and skill as his kick that
was intended for the sideline was kept alive by
some great work from Mawene Hiroti to keep the
ball alive and then the second kick from Sifa Talakai
ricocheted off Latrell Mitchell for Braydon Trindall to
pick up a surprise second. The Rabbitohs continued
to spread the ball left and although errors cost them
more points they were able to get over as for the
first time the Souths attack had a focal point and it
was to go left and Alex Johnston wasn't denied for a
second time. Sharks fans were left sitting nervously
as Souths started to get some momentum and it was
down the left hand-side again when Alex Johnston
got into space before kicking back inside for Lachlan
IIlias who scored and the Bunnies had closed the gap
to 14 points. Neither side could complete a set over

the next five minute period although it was down
the left where Souths found more joy when Isaiah
Tass was able to score a much needed four pointer
to close the gap even though Latrell Mitchell hit the
post with his conversion.Errors stopped either side
with packing a punch although the NRLs handling
of foul play will come under more scrutiny after Tom
Burgess was given 10 minutes in the sin bin rather
than being sent off like other incidents this week for
a shot on Tom Hazelton. Despite both sides getting
more chances, the Sharks were able to hold on for
their 26-16 victory. Next weekend, Souths have yet
another interstate home game when they host the
Dragons at Barlow Park in Cairns whilst the Sharks
head back to the shire against the Titans on Friday
night. JOSH ROBERTSON

Dragons winger Mikaele Ravalawa scored a first half
hattrick and added a fourth try early in the second
half, all but putting the Dragons in a strong position
towin the game... but another Eels blitz in the final 20
minutes got Parramatta home at Commbank Stadium
on Sunday.

The first half saw the Eels get away to a flying start
when Bailey Simonsson got a good ball over the top
to the unmarked rookie, Arthur Miller-Stephen, who
dives over to score on debut.Mitch Moses failed to
convert from the sideline. From the restart, the Eels
went the length of the field, eventually resulting in

a try to Bryce Cartwright which Moses converted.
After 13 minutes, the Eels lead 10-0 and were looking
keen to pile on a big score. The Dragons though got
back into the game when Ravalawa tried to get across
the stripe, but for the second time, Miller-Stephen
denied him and took him into touch with a great
tackle. In the 18th minute Tyrell Sloan made a break
down the right sideline. The Dragons earned a fresh
set after the next tackle, where they sent the ball out
to Ravalawa and this time he did just enough to get
the ball down for a try. Lomax converted from the
sideline. The Dragons levelled the scores in the 26th
minute when Ravalawa crashed over for his second
try. Lomax couldn't convert from out wide, leaving
the scores tied at 10 apiece. In the final minute of the

first half, Ben Hunt got side-on to the defence, shaped
to pass to the runner coming back in-field before
firing a long ball to the unmarked Ravalawa, who
scores in the corner. Lomax converted from touch. At
halftime, the Dragons held a narrow 16-10 lead.

Ravalawa trampled over Clint Gutherson in the 52nd
minute to storm over for his fourth try of the game,
which Lomax failed to convert from the sideline.
Jacob Liddle went very close to scoring himself just
3 minutes later but a loose carry saw him turn the
ball over just 5 metres shy of the line. Then with just
20 minutes left in the game and with the Eels attack
looking rather disjointed, Eels winger Sean Russell got
aan early ball with plenty of defence to contend with,

but he stepped Ravalawa and snuck under the cover
defence to score a much needed try. Moses failed
to convert, keeping the Eels deficit at 6 points. Five
minutes later, Ryan Matterson threw a brilliant flat
cut-out pass which hit Junior Paulo perfectly and the
big prop scored under the sticks. Moses converted to
|evel the scores at 20 apiece. Bryce Cartwright was in
the right place at the right time when, just 9 minutes
from full-time, a Dylan Brown kick was fumbled in the
contest, falling into the waiting hands of Cartwright
and he dived over to score. Moses converted from in
front and the Eels kept the Dragons from scoring for
the remaining 8 minutes to hold on to a narrow 26-20
victory. ANDREW FERGUSON

The Canberra Raiders chaotic season has continued,
with the side from the nation’s capital notching up a
four point win over the lowly Wests Tigers that was
anything but convincing.

The match started with both sides looking threatening
on occasion but continually making silly mistakes,
particularly on the last parts of plays that would've
|ed to tries. Albert Hopoate made it over the line ona
sweeping play but knocked on, while in the next set
Jahream Bula won an aerial contest for the ball but
did a double movement once he got to the ground.
Despite all the scoring opportunities and close calls,
the first try amazingly didn't come until the 26th
minute when Jack Wighton opted to put a lofted chip
kick in about 30 metres out from the Tigers line. The

hounce was very kind to the chasing Seb Kris, who
grabbed the ball and fell to the ground to score. The
Raiders looked to have shaken the cobwebs out after
that; they got a penalty in the next set for a strip and
scored a textbook try as a result when Hudson Young
ran a good line to go through a hole and plant the ball
down. With 4 minutes left in the half, the Raiders
were again attacking and could've made things
easy for themselves with another try hefore the
break. Instead, Wighton threw an intercept to David
Nofoaluma, who ran 70 metres before stepping inside
and finding Luke Brooks, who threw it wide to Charlie
Staines who had enough gas in the tank to get to the
line. All of a sudden, what could've been a 16-point
game at half time was a four point game.

The Raiders were first on the board in the second

half in a controversial try. A pass was thrown from
Wighton to Kris that allowed the outside back to get
into space, but replays showed it was clearly forward.
Nonetheless, Kris played on, and scored one of the
great individual tries when he turned inside and
used his speed to beat five separate Tigers defenders.
The Tigers would strike back from nowhere about
10 minutes later, when Luke Brooks' bomb was
contested by Jahream Bula, the young fullback
tapping the ball back to Api Koroisau, who found
David Nofoaluma with a pinpoint crossfield kick to
score close to the posts. The players were dropping
like flies, Elliott Whitehead and Daine Laurie going off
for HIAs following a head clash, joining Seb Kris on
the sidelines who injured his hamstring. The Raiders
extended their lead again, with Rapana stepping past
a few Tigers defenders before passing a nice short

ball to Timoko, who scored with ease. With a 10-point
lead against the last placed team at home, you'd think
the Raiders would comfortably see it through to the
end, but their job was made harder when Nick Cotric
|eft the field for an HIA, forcing a makeshift backline
to be employed by Ricky Stuart. The Tigers struck
immediately, with Api Koroisau notching up another
try assist off the boot when he grubbered for Luke
Brooks to score under the posts. It was 22-18 and the
Tigers were coming home strong, but despite several
more chaotic plays and near misses, it would be the
Raiders who held on for the win to set up a clash
in Melbourne next week against the Storm where
the winner will finish the Round in outright fourth
position. The Tigers meanwhile will play a “home”
game against the Warriors in New Zealand. ADAM
HUXTABLE



ROUND 23 RESULTS

SYDNEY 26 (D. Tupou 2, ). Manu, B. Smith, ). Sua'al’i tries; . Sua‘ali’
3 goals) DEFEATED MANLY 16 (. Koula, B. Parker, ). Schuster tries;
R. Garrick 2 goals) AT SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND.

Date: Thu, 3rd August. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Sydney 18-2.
Penalties: Manly 15-6. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 12,197.
SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Smith, Manu, Suaalii; Keary,
Hutchison; Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Wong, Butcher,
Radley. Int: Smith, Brown, May, Baker.

MANLY: Garrick, Saab, Parker, Koula, Tuaimalo Vaega; Schuster,
Cherry-Evans (C); Sipley, Croker, Lodge, Olakauatu, Tuilagi,
Trbojevic. Int: Trbojevic, Woods, Matterson, Bullemor.

WARRIORS 28 (S. Johnson 2, ). Ford, T. Harris, D. Watene-Zelezniak
tries; S. Johnson 4 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 18 (). Campbell,
D. Fifita, J. Stimson tries; T. Boyd 2, ). Campbell goals) AT CBUS
SUPER STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 4th August. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 12-6.
Penalties: Warriors 6-5. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 20,877.
GOLD COAST: Campbell, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami; Foran
(C), Boyd: Fotuaika, Randall, Liu, Fifita, Stimson, Clark. Int; Verrills,
Haas, Fa'asuamaleaui, Kini.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Barnett, Ford,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Walker, Sironen, Curran, Tevaga, Tuaupiki.

PENRITH 26 (B. To'o 2, S. Crichton, ). Luai tries; N. Cleary 5 goals)
DEFEATED MELBOURNE 6 (Y. Tonumaipea try; N. Meaney goal) AT
BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 4th August. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Penrith 20-6.
Penalties: Penrith 9-6. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 19,953.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Hosking, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary
(C); Smith, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Martin, Yeo. Int; Leota,
Luke, Eisenhuth, Salmon.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Seve, Tonumaipea, Jennings;
Munster, Pezet; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Eisenhuth,
King. Int: Asofa-Solomona, Moeroa, Katoa, Wishart.

BRISBANE 30 (J. Arthars, P. Carrigan, S. Cobbo, E. Mam, R. Walsh
tries; K. Staggs 5 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 14 (K. Feldt 2, H.
Luki tries; C. Townsend goal) AT QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK
STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 5th August. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Brishane 12-6.
Penalties: North QLD 7-2. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 22,659.
NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Valemei, Feldt, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Taumalolo, Leilua, Hess, Cotter.
Int: Granville, Neame, Luki, Taunoa-Brown.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Madden; Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell (C), Piakura, Carrigan.
Int: Smoothy, Jensen, Palasia, Willison.

NEWCASTLE 30 (P. Crossland, ). Hastings, K. Mann, G. Marzhew, K.
Ponga tries; K. Ponga 5 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 28 (). Isaako
3, C. Lemuelu, V. Te Whare tries; ). Isaako 2, S. 0'Sullivan 2 goals)
AT OPTUS STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 5th August. Kickoff: 3:30 PM. Halftime: Dolphins 14-12.
Penalties: Newcastle 7-5. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 45,814.
DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Nikorima, Te Whare, Niu;
Katoa, 0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Nicholls, Kaufusi,
Lemuelu, Bromwich. Int: Milford, Ese'ese, Kerr, Wallace.
NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Elliott.
[nt: Mann, Jones, Hetherington, Croker.

CRONULLA 26 (B. Trindall 2, M. Hiroti, S. Katoa tries; N. Hynes 5
goals) DEFEATED SOUTHS 16 (L. Ilias, A. Johnston, I. Tass tries; L.
Mitchell 2 goals) AT OPTUS STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 5th August. Kickoff: 5:35 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 14-0.
Penalties: Cronulla 11-4. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 45,814,
SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Munro; Walker, llias;
Arrow, Cook, Burgess, Koloamatangi, Chee-Kam, Murray (C). Int:
Moale, Havili, Cartwright, Duncan.

CRONULLA: Tracey, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Hiroti; Trindall, Hynes;
Hamlin-Uele, Brailey, Rudolf, Nikora, Graham (C), McInnes. Int:
Williams, Hazelton, Hunt.

PARRAMATTA 26 (B. Cartwright 2, A. Miller-Stephen, ). Paulo,
S. Russell tries; M. Moses 3 goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE
ILLAWARRA 20 (M. Ravalawa 4 tries; Z. Lomax 2 goals) AT
COMMBANK STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 6th August. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: St George
[llawarra 16-10. Penalties: Parramatta 6-2. Referee: Zbignew
Przeklasa-Adamski. Crowd: 23,596.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Miller-Stephen, Penisini, Simonsson,
Russell; Brown, Moses; Ofahengaue, Lussick, Paulo, Matterson,
Cartwright, Hopgood. Int: Moretti, Davey, Greig, Makatoa.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Bird, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Lawrie, Burns, Russell, Molo. Int;
Muhleisen, Musgrove, Couchman, Murdoch-Masila.

CANBERRA 22 (S. Kris 2, M. Timoko, H. Young tries; ). Fogarty 3
goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 18 (L. Brooks, D. Nofoaluma, C.
Staines tries; A. Koroisau 3 goals) AT GI0 STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 6th August. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Canberra 10-6.
Penalties: Canberra 9-7. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 12,841.
CANBERRA: Rapana, Hopoate, Kris, Timoko, Cotric; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C),
Horshurgh. Int: Trevilyan, Guler, Saulo, Mariota,

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Tupou, Staines; Laurie,
Brooks; Twal, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman, Pole. Int;
Simpkin, Matamua, James, Seyfarth.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 23

Pos | Team

BRISBANE |16 169

4 | MELBOURNE

CRONULLA

SOUTHS 2 2

10 | NORTHQLD /Al 2

SYDNEY 100

DOLPHINS

STGEO ILLA

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Nathan Brown (Sydney) Grade 2 Careless HT: 1 match
Moeaki Fotuaika (Gold Coast) Grade 2 Careless HT: 1 match
Jarome Luai (Penrith) Grade 1 Careless HT: $3000

Jake Granville (North Qld) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000
Lachlan Fitzgibbon (Newcastle) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact:
$1800

Tom Burgess (South Sydney) Grade 2 Careless HT: 3 matches
Blake Lawrie (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Careless HT: $750

Ryan Couchman (St Geo Illa) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000
Jack Wighton (Canberra) Grade 1 Contrary Conduct: $3000

{4

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
34 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

23 POINTS
Kalyn Ponga (Knights)

22 POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

21POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos), Reece Walsh (Broncos/Maroons)



ROUND 24

PENRITH 24 MANLY 12
A stubborn Manly side have made the top-of-the-table
Panthers work hard for their two premiership points in
the first NRL match of Round 24.

Manly very nearly got themselves on the board within
the opening 4 minutes of the game when Josh Schuster
intercepted a pass from Nathan Cleary, ran up to halfway
hefore kicking ahead for Brad Parker, but Brian To'o got
to the ball first. Penrith scored in the 7th minute when
Stephen Crichton intercepted a pass from Daly Cherry-
Evans and then raced 70 metres to score untouched.

Cleary converted from almost in front. 11 minutes
[ater, Cherry-Evans put in a great kick which forced
Dylan Edwards back into his own in-goal, where he
was trapped. At the tail-end of the repeat set for Manly,
Toafofoa Sipley stormed onto a crash ball close to the
Panthers line and he eventually managed to get himself
across the line to score. Reuben Garrick converted to
level the scores after 20 minutes. Manly took the lead
shortly after when Cherry-Evans, close to the line, drew
the defender before firing a hard ball to Garrick, who
managed to hang onto it, twisted and then fell over the
line, dunking the ball over his head for a try. Garrick
converted his own try and after 29 minutes, Manly
lead 12-6. Manly’s defence was absolutely amazing for
the following 12 minutes, while their attack was not
afraid to shift the ball wide and early, often making good

metres through Jason Saab. But in the final minute of the
half Penrith finally found a way through which resulted
in Crichton bagging his second try for the half, as he
strolled over in the left corner. Cleary converted from
the sideline to level the scores at 12 all at the break.

The opening 90 seconds of the second half saw Manly
lose two players - Ben Trbojevic and Brad Parker - due
to head knocks which caused some major reshuffling in
their backline. Then in the 45th minute, Cleary kicked
long downfield to Garrick, who immediately kicked the
hall back downfield. Dylan Edwards was turned around,
but he cleaned up, then spotted space down the left
wing and set sail down that side and then passed to
Crichton, who immediately passed hack inside to Sunia
Turuva, who stepped one defender and then found

himself in clear space, then raced 50 metres to score
under the posts. Cleary converted. In the 48th minute,
Moses Leota very nearly scored after following a Cleary
kick into the Manly in-goal, but the Bunker found that
he bounced the ball just shy of grounding it. Nathan
Cleary kicked a penalty goal in the 52nd minute to give
Penrith a 2012 lead. The Panthers extended their lead
even further in the 63rd minute when Zac Hosking on
the right side, performed a great catch and pass to put
Brian To'o in for a try. Cleary narrowly failed to convert
from the sideline. The game closed out with both sides
being very solid defensively, denying each other from
even getting close to extending their scores. Penrith
holding on for a solid 24-12 win. ANDREW FERGUSON

CRONULLA 36 GOLD COAST 6

Cronulla Sharks boosted their top eight hopes with a
36-6 win over Gold Coast Titans at Shark Park on Friday
night.

The Sharks did most of their damage in the first half
and led 20-6 at the break. Ronaldo Mulitalo highlighted
the win with a double alongside rare four-pointers from
Cameron Mclnnes and Wade Graham in the first half
as they move into the top four. Sharks flew out of the

gates and opened the scoring inside five minutes. They
ran it on last which ended up with Ronaldo Mulitalo
diving over in the corner to make it 4-0. The hosts
doubled their delight with a long range effort. It was
swung to the right which gave Jesse Ramien the space
to roam, he positioned fullback Connor Tracey to stroll
over. Titans struck back through their newly minted
forward. Tino Faasuamaleaui went through a huge gap
and hounced over to celebrate his decade-long contract
with the Gold Coast side. The Titans thought they had
levelled things up through Phillip Sami but it was called

hack for a forward pass. Sharks got hack into their
action and put Mulitalo over for his second to make it
14-6. Sharks piled on the misery just before the break.
Blayke Brailey took it to the line and found a charging
Cameron Mclnnes who went over from close range for
arare four-pointer.

Titans came out of the break and felt just fine. Keano Kini
thought he might have scored but it was ruled an error
by the bunker then Sharks piled on the misery with a
Wade Graham scoring on the left. Both teams had tries

chalked off by the bunker in a tight second half. David
Fifita won the aerial battled but was judged to have
bobbled it then Connor Tracey was guilty of a double
movement for the Sharks. The Sharks went on with
the job and added their sixth try of the night. Popular
forward Toby Rudolf steamed over from close range to
make it 32-6 and help boost their for and against. Things
went from bad to worse for the Titans when Erin Clark
was sin binned for a strike. They defended valiantly
until late when Ramien was on the end of a hot potato
passage in the corner. JUSTIN DAVIES

BRISBANE 54 PARRAMATTA 10

The Brishane Broncos have farewelled the Gabba in
style, running out emphatic 54-10 winners over last
year's grand finalists Parramatta to send out a message
to their rivals that they are going to take some beating
in2023.

Skipper Adam Reynolds led the way for the home side,
having a hand in several tries and also kicking his
1,000th career goal in the victory. The Broncos backline
was simply electric with a plethora of highlight reel
plays in what at times looked like a training run. The
loss for the Eels was further compounded for the Eels
with star half Mitchell Moses failing to return from the
sheds for the second half with a suspected fractured
cheekbone, which could prove to be a catastrophic blow
to their faint finals hopes which are now on life support.

All eyes coming into the match were on marquee prop
Payne Haas, who was playing his 100th first grade match
and early dominance from himself and Pat Carrigan set
the tone for the Broncos early and they were first to
register points when former Bronco Joe Ofahenguae was
penalised for a strip. Skipper Adam Reynolds pointed
to the posts and took the gift two points on offer. The
Broncos then scored the first try of the night and it was
all class, as star fullback Reece Walsh rushed the short
side and put Kurt Capewell down the sideline. Capewell
then kicked inside to find Reynolds who collected a
superb hounce, evaded the cover defence and raced
away to score under the posts. Brishane then started
to click into gear, when they marched upfield with ease
before Billy Walters darted out of dummy half close to
the line, stepping past two Eels defenders to extend
the lead to 12-0. Parramatta again found themselves

unable to halt the Broncos onslaught, when skipper
Clint Gutherson made an error from a kick. Off the
ensuing scrum, Walsh then delivered a superb passtoan
unmarked Deine Mariner who scored i the corner. With
the second-placed Broncos flexing their muscle, things
got worse just before halftime when Deine Mariner
plucked an intercept out of thin air and found Herbie
Farnworth who set sail for the line. Mitchell Moses then
brought down Farnworth just short of the try line, but
the England centre slipped out of the tackle and rose to
his feet to'moonwalk’ his way over the line to give the
home side a 24-0 lead at the break.

Brishane picked up where they left off in the second
half when Ezra Mam produced a lovely cut-out pass
for Deine Mariner to score his second try. Minutes later
Mam was involved again when the elusive five-eighth

collected a Kurt Capewell offload to give the home side
an unassailable 36-0 lead with over half an hour left in
the match. Things started to get very ugly for the Eels,
when Billy Walters collected his first career double,
after collecting a grubber from Deine Mariner and
winning a wrestle with Mam to get the ball down. Last
year's Grand Finalists were now playing for pride and
finally managed to trouble the scoreboard when winger
Sean Russell dived over to score a spectacular try in the
corner to narrow the score slightly at 42-4. Brishane
resumed normal transmission however with a try to
Kurt Capewell and another flashy try to Reece Walsh in
between a late Dylan Brown try for the Eels to see the
scoreline end in a 54-10 drubbing as the Broncos head
into the bye next round. Parramatta now head back to
CommBank Stadium where they host the Roosters next
Friday night. SAM BOURKE

SOUTH SYDNEY 26 ST GEO ILLA 14

Rughy League returned to Cairns for a clash that
won't go down in any art gallery but the South Sydney
Rabbitohs took a 26-14 win over the St George lllawarra
Dragons.

The first few minutes were the most crisp part of the
game as Souths were able to open the scoring inside
the first 11 mnutes when the Red & Green opened up
the Dragons defence on the right before heading back to
the left and the struggling defence couldn't number up
as Alex Johnston went through. Souths added a penalty

goal soon after when the Dragons short dropout attempt
went out on the full to open up an 8-0 lead. The Dragons
hit back soon after when off the back of a scrum they
went right and with the strength of Moses Suli and
Ravalawa teamed up for the latter to score.

The first half wasn't an ideal 40 minutes of foothall for
either side but things seemed to tidy up in the second
for the most part when off the back of their own scrum,
Souths made it look like a training run when Cody
Walker put Campbell Graham through an open gap in the
defensive line. Unable to complete their st after points,

Souths found themselves defending their own line and
it was a kick from Talatau Amone through the line for
Ben Hunt to score under the posts and close the gap
hack to two points. NRL football boss Graham Annesley's
headache from the weekend continued to grow on South
Sydney’s next try as Latrell Mitchell pulled off some
brilliance in the air to snatch the ball out of the air after
aLachlan Illias bomb before finding a great pass to Cody
Walker who scored. It looked fantastic but replays
showed that Latrell Mitchell was offside but somehow
the bunker elected to confirm the try rather than
overturning the decision. The decision left everyone

frustrated but the Dragons were able to hit back with
15 minutes left to play when it was Ben Hunt doing the
kicking this time for Tyrell Sloan who got through to the
balljust inside the dead-ball line to score. Alex Johnston
added a second try to his tally for the day inside the
final 10 minutes as the Dragons started to unravel. The
Rabbitohs had a try disallowed to Lachlan lllias which
would've extended their margin beyond 12 but wasn't
to be. Next weekend, the Rabbitohs head to Newcastle
for aclashwith the Knights whilst the Dragons return to
Wollongong for a Saturday night clash with the Storm.
JOSH ROBERTSON



WARRIORS 30 WESTS TIGERS 22

Warriors survive a late scare against the Tigers, 30-22
winners in a sold-out match in Waikato, Hamilton.

In front of a packed crowd at FMG Stadium, the Tigers
and Warriors were giving each other a difficult time
in the first half. Warriors getting off the mark in the
Tth minute after a terrific play by Mitchell Barnett,
running through the Tigers defensive side, passing to
Luke Metcalf to seal the first points of the evening. With
Shaun Johnson kicking the extras, the Warriors were in
front by 6 and starting to settle. Another try by Warriors
given to Adam Pompey, the Tigers defense not great in
stopping the man who charges through for the Warriors
second try. Adam Pompey converting his own try,
Warriors settled in well after 15min in Waikato as they
lead by 12. However, on the restart Mitchell Barnett lost

his lollies and Tigers came up with the ball, who score
after a set restart. From a strong run by Daine Laurie,
and even Referee Chris Butler ruling on-field as No Try
due to a possible obstruction, the Bunker state that the
defensive position to come in from the Warriors didn't
deem the obstruction valid on Jackson Ford and Luke
Metcalf's defensive efforts. Apisai Koroisau converts
and the game is on. On the very next set, 2nd tackle,
Daine Laurie runs through the Warriors defense, finds
Luke Brooks who scores, Koroisau converts, and the
game is evened up 12-all. A raised forearm by Stefano
Utoikamanu lands him on report, and Wayde Egan
removed from the field and taken to hospital to assess
the injury. A late try in the first half by Dallin Watene-
Zelezniak on the edge gives the Warriors a four-point
lead at half time in Waikato.

The second half was also quite a workout for both
teams. The Warriors given six-again after six-again.
The Warriors finally see a try through Tohu Harris,
conversion successful by Adam Pompey, and the lead
is by 10, 22-12. The Tigers answer back through Jahream
Bula and Daine Laurie to score a 70m try, the Koroisau
conversion bringing the difference down to just 4 points,
22-18. Not soon after, The Tigers looked to have gotten
themselves back up with Isaiah Papali, but the ball had
hounced off his right hand, ruling a no-try. A high shot
from Luke Brooks on Josh Curran saw Shaun Johnson
take a Penalty Goal, and extending the Warriors lead
by 8 points, 24-18. Unfortunately in a brilliant game,
time called off due to another pitch invader, however
the crowd of 25118 started singing to D) Otzi's Hey
Baby, still giving the game a great atmosphere and
wasn't too marred by invaders on the field. A late try

by Addin-Fonua Blake, coverted by Adam Pompey, saw
the Warriors jump in front by 12, 30-18, however on
the restart when a kick-off by Tigers didn't ook to go
10 metres, Referee Chris Butler had said YES and the
Tigers got the hall back. A strong run by Shawn Blore
and Daine Laurie, and a quick pass to Starford To'a, the
Tigers were through with under a minute to go. The
conversion unsuccessful after the ball hits the posts,
and Apisai Koroisau could not believe his eyes. Full time
shortly after, the Warriors victorious in a late scare, 30-
22 over the Tigers. The Tigers next match is back home
in Commbank Stadium against the Dolphins, meanwhile
the Warriors remain in New Zealand and play at Go
Media Stadium, Auckland against the Manly Sea Eagles.
ANDREW TARANTO

SYDNEY 30 DOLPHINS 14

The Sydney Roosters have soared to victory with a
dominant second half to down the Dolphins 30-14 at
Allianz Stadium.

Turning a halftime deficit into an emphatic result to keep
their top eight hopes alive with three rounds remaining,
the win held special significance for Roosters five-eighth
Luke Keary who celebrated his 200th NRL appearance

in style. In an opening quarter which saw the Roosters
dominate attacking opportunities and the crowd pay
closer attention to the Matilda’s penalty shootout
heroics against France, the Dolphins struck the first
blow with Ray Stone (24th minute) barging over next
to the posts. Taking their lead beyond a converted try
with a late penalty goal to Jamayne Isaako, which saw
the rejuvenated winger bring up 200 points for the
season, the visitors were dealt a blow with Connelly
Lemuelu ruled out with concussion. Striking back with

animportant try with seconds remaining in the half, Joey
Manu (40th minute) ran onto a pass from James Tedesco
to send the Roosters to the sheds trailing 8-6.

Hitting the front early in the second half after a strong
run from Billy Smith (43rd minute), the Roosters
capitalised on Stone being sent to the sin bin for a
high tackle on Drew Hutchison with Keary executing
a crossHield kick for Joseph Suaalii (51st minute) to
score. Continuing the flow of points after Sandon Smith

executed a40/20 out of dummy half, the decision to take
on the line paid dividends for Hutchison (55th minute)
as the Roosters extended their lead to 24-8. Sealing the
result with Hutchison (64th minute) snaring his first
career double, a late consolation four-pointer to Isaako
(75th minute) saw the home side run out 30-14 winners.
Next week, the Roosters will hope to keep their season
alive against the Eels at Commbank Stadium on Friday
night, while the Dolphins will face the Tigers at the same
venue on Saturday afternoon. ROB CROSBY

MELBOURNE 48 CANBERRA 2

The Melbourne Storm have reminded people of
their premiership credentials as they showed utter
dominance against the Canberra Raiders with a 48-2 win
at AAMI Park.

Holding an impressive record in Melbourne, the Raiders
started positively opening the first few minutes with
dominant field position and took advantage with an
early field goal. Sadly for the Raiders and their fans,
that was the last of the dominance as the Storm went
on a first half scoring spree. It was an unlikely opening

try scorer for the Storm as Christian Welch carried two
defenders over the line to get the ball down and open
the scoring for the Storm. The home-side was denied a
second minutes later when the bunker ruled that Young
Tonumaipea had lost the ball after getting it so close
to the line. The Storm added three tries inside the final
thirteen minutes of the first half, the first wasn't perfect
when Marion Seve got over after the Raiders defence
rushed up and in leaving space on the edge and even
though the passing wasn't perfect the Storm got over.
Reimis Smith avoided the outstretched leg from Jordan
Rapana to get his way over the line efore just shy of
the half-time break Eli Katoa kept himself low and off the

ground to get under the Canberra defence and the Storm
took a20-2 lead at the break.

If Canberra wanted to turn things around, turning the
hall over cheaply deep in their own end wasn't the way
todo it and it hurt them dearly as the Storm were again
not exactly perfect in attack but still did enough as
Trent Loiero was able to get over. The scoreboard just
kept ticking up for the Storm as they were just eating
metres through the middle of the park and Harry Grant
took advantage of that time and time again before finally
heing able to get through and score. The Storm were
denied by the bunker with a held up call but it didn't stop

the scoring momentum for Melbourne as Cam Munster
took advantage of soft defence that looked to give up.
Things for the Raiders went from bad to worse as hoth
Jordan Rapana and Matt Timoko finished the game in the
sin bin for a professional foul and high shot. Melbourne
finished the game sandwiching the sin bins with tries
either side including one to Nick Meaney and one to
Young Tonumaipea who missed the chance to covert to
push the score to 50. Next weekend, the Storm head to
Wollongong for a clash with the Dragons, meanwhile
the Raiders head back to Canberra for a clash with the
Bulldogs. JOSH ROBERTSON

NEWCASTLE 42 CANTERBURY 6

It was a big win that could come at an even bigger price
for Newcastle after Jackson Hastings was injured during
the Knights 42-6 win over the Bulldogs on Sunday
afternoon.

Hastings, the Knights influential halfback, left the field
midway through the first half with a lower leg injury
sustained during a hip drop tackle by Bulldogs forward
Jacob Preston that drew the ire of the 23,464 supporters
in attendance at McDonald Jones Stadium. Getting off
to a fast start with Dane Gagai (6th minute) and Tyson

Gamble (3th minute) making a mockery of the Bulldogs
defence through the middle of the field, Leo Thompson
was cruelly denied his maiden NRL try in a tackle off
the ball which saw Harrison Edwards sent to the sin
bin. Adding a penalty goal against twelve men and going
close to grahbing a third through Dominic Young, only
for the bunker to rule an obstruction in the lead up, the
collective hearts of the Hunter sank when Hastings was
injured in a hip drop tackle which resulted in Preston
joining his teammate in the sin bin. Forced into a
reshuffle which saw Phoenix Crossland shift to first
receiver, replacement hooker Kurt Mann (24th minute)
made an immediate impact with a burrowing effort

close to the line. Going further in front after Gamble
(30th minute) collected the first double of his career,
the Knights finished the half in spectacular fashion with
Crossland denying Preston a try and Enari Tuala (38th
minute) picking up the ball in goal to race 100 metres to
go to the sheds leading 30-0.

Returning for the second half lacking intensity in attack,
the decision to revert Crossland hack to hooker yielded
dividends with Thompson (60th minute) getting the
green light from the bunker for his first try in the top
grade. In a frustrating afternoon for the Bulldogs which
saw Reed Mahoney engage in a running hattle with

referee Peter Gough, the Bulldogs hooker (63rd minute)
burrowed over to avoid the ignominy of being held
scoreless by their opponents twice in the same season.
The Knights had the last say of the afternoon with Jack
Hetherington (66th minute) swooping on an error by
Jake Averillo to score against his former club. The result
sees the Knights maintain their place in the top eight
following their sixth win in succession. Next week, the
Knights host the Rabbitohs on Sunday afternoon, while
the Bulldogs will take on the Raiders at GIO Stadium in
the final match of the round. ROB CROSBY



ROUND 24 RESULTS

PENRITH 24 (S. Crichton 2, B. Too, S. Turuva tries; N. Cleary 4
goals) DEFEATED MANLY 12 (R. Garrick, T. Sipley tries; R. Garrick 2
goals) AT 4 PINES PARK.

Date: Thu, 10th August. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: 12-all.
Penalties: Penrith 6-4. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 10,102,
MANLY: Garrick, Saab, Parker, Koula, Tuaimalo Vaega; Schuster,
Cherry-Evans (C); Sipley, Croker, Keppie, Olakau'atu, Trbojevic,
Trbojevic. Int; Matterson, Woods, Tuilagi, Bullemor, Arthur.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Hosking, Crichton, To'o; Cogger, Cleary
(C); Smith, Sommerton, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Martin, Yeo. Int;
Leota, Luke, Eisenhuth, Salmon.

CRONULLA 36 (R. Mulitalo 2, W. Graham, C. McInnes, J. Ramien, T.
Rudolf, C. Tracey tries; N. Hynes 4 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST
6 (T. F'asuamaleaui try; T. Boyd goal) AT POINTSBET STADIUM.
Date: Fri, 1ith August. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 20-6.
Penalties: Gold Coast 6-5. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 9,753.
CRONULLA: Tracey, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Trindall,
Hynes; Hamlin-Uele, Brailey, Rudolf, Nikora, Graham (C), McInnes.
Int: Williams, Hunt, Colquhoun, Moylan.

GOLD COAST: Campbell, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami;
Foran, Boyd; Jolliffe, Randall, Fa'asuamaleaui (C), Fifita, Stimson,
Clark. Int: Leeming, Liu, Haas, Kini.

BRISBANE 54 (D. Mariner 2, B. Walters 2, K. Capewell, H.
Farnworth, E. Mam, A. Reynolds, R. Walsh tries; A. Reynolds 9
goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 10 (D. Brown, S. Russell tries; C.
Gutherson goal) AT BRISBANE CRICKET GROUND.

Date: Fri, 11th August. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Brishane 24-0.
Penalties: Brishane 8-6. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 29,005.
BRISBANE: Walsh, Mariner, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int:
Smoothy, Piakura, Hetherington, Palasia.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Simonsson, Penisini, Asi, Russell;
Brown, Moses; Ofahengaue, Lussick, Paulo, Davey, Cartwright,
Hopgood. Int: Moretti, Matterson, Greig, Hands, Makatoa.

SOUTHS 26 (A. Johnston 2, C. Graham, C. Walker tries; L. Mitchell
5 goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 14 (B. Hunt, M.
Ravalawa, T. Sloan tries; B. Hunt goal) AT BARLOW PARK.

Date: Sat, 12th August. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Souths 8-4.
Penalties: Souths 5-3. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd: 8,378.
SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, llias;
Arrow, Cook, Mitchell, Koloamatangi, Host, Murray (C). Int:
Duncan, Havili, Moale, Lovett.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Feagai, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Liddle, Lawrie, Burns, Russell, Murdoch-
Masila. Int: Muhleisen, Couchman, Couchman, Musgrove.

WARRIORS 30 (A. Fonua-Blake, T. Harris, L. Metcalf, A. Pompey, D.
Watene-Zelezniak tries; A. Pompey 3, S. Johnson 2 goals) defeated
Wests Tigers 22 (S. To'a 2, L. Brooks, D. Laurie tries; A. Koroisau 3
goals) AT FMG STADIUM WAIKATO.

Date: Sat, 12th August. Kickoff: 7:30 PM. Halftime: Warriors 16-12.
Penalties: Warriors 11-5. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 25,118.
WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, To'a, Kepaoa, Tupou; Laurie,
Brooks; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Simpkin, Seyfarth, Twal, Blore.

WARRIORS: Tuaupiki, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Barnett, Ford,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Walker, Tevaga, Sironen, Curran.

SYDNEY 30 (D. Hutchison 2, J. Manu, B. Smith, J. Sua‘ali’ tries; ).
Suaali'i 5 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 14 (). Isaako, R. Stone tries;
J. Isaako 3 goals) AT ALLIANZ STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 12th August. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Dolphins 8-6.
Penalties: Dolphins 7-6. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 13,704.
SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Smith, Manu, Suaali; Keary,
Hutchison; Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Butcher, Wong,
Radley. Int: Smith, Baker, May, Napa.

DOLPHINS: Nikorima, Isaako, Tabuai-Fidow, Te Whare, Niu;
Katoa, 0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Marshall-King, Nicholls, Kaufusi,
Lemuelu, Bromwich. Int: Stone, Kerr, Milford, Wallace, Ese'ese.

MELBOURNE 48 (H. Grant, E. Katoa, T. Loiero, N. Meaney, C.
Munster, M. Seve, R. Smith, Y. Tonumaipea, C. Welch tries; N.
Meaney 6 goals) DEFEATED CANBERRA 2 (). Fogarty goal) AT
AAMIPARK.

Date: Sun, 13th August. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 20-
2. Penalties: 6-all. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 17,369.
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Smith, Seve, Tonumaipea, Coates; Munster,
Hughes; Kamikamica, Garlick, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa, King. Int:
Grant, Eisenhuth, Moeroa, Asofa-Solomona.

CANBERRA: Rapana, Hopoate, Strange, Timoka, Cotric; Wighton,
Fogarty; Papalii, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C),
Horsburgh. Int: Trevilyan, Guler, Saulo, Mariota.

NEWCASTLE 42 (T. Gamble 2, D. Gagai, ). Hetherington, K.
Mann, L. Thompson, E. Tuala tries; K. Ponga 7 goals) DEFEATED
CANTERBURY 6 (R. Mahoney try; M. Burton goal) ATMCDONALD
JONES STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 13th August. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 30-
0. Penalties: Newcastle 4-3. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 23,464.
NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai, Tuala, Marzhew; Gamble,
Hastings; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Elliott.
Int: Mann, Hetherington, Croker, Saifiti, Jones.

CANTERBURY: Averillo, Wilson, Kiraz, Burns, Addo-Carr; Burton
(C), Sexton; King, Mahoney, Pangai Junior, Kikau, Preston,
Thompson. Int: Flanagan, Knight, Waddell, Edwards.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 24
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MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Dean Matterson (Manly) Grade 1 Careless HT: $1000

David Fifita (Gold Coast) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: $3000

Wiremu Greig (Parramatta) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Damien Cook (South Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $750
Lachlan Ilias (South Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $1000
Alex Seyfarth (Wests Tigers) Grade 1 Careless HT: $750

Dallin Watene-Zelezniak (Warriors) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Ray Stone (Dolphins) Grade 2 Careless HT: 2 matches

Jordan Rapana (Canberra) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $3000
Matt Timoko (Canberra) Grade 1Careless HT: $750

Jacob Preston (Canterbury) Grade 3 Dangerous Contact: 2 matches

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
34 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

23 POINTS
Kalyn Ponga (Knights)

22 POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos), Nicho Hynes (Sharks), Nathan Cleary
(Panthers), Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Reece Walsh (Broncos)

21POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos)



Cronulla Sharks shored up their top eight hopes
with a 32-12 win over North Queensland Cowboys in
Townsville on Thursday night.

The Sharks continue their unbeaten record at the
Cowhoys new stadium and help their chances to
make both the top four and top eight. It was another

good performance from their halves Nicho Hynes and
Brayden Trindall. It was an important game for both
teams top eight hopes, and it started in that fashion.
The first ten minutes saw the two sides trade sets
and wait for the first error of the contest. The Sharks
blinked first conceding a penalty and the Cowboys
struck. Their livewire fullback Scott Drinkwater
skipped through a few tackles and dived over for
the opener in this game. The visitors struck back
with a good backline movement. Connor Tracey and
Nicho Hynes combined on the left to set it up for

winger Ronaldo Mulitalo to score and level it up at
6-all. Once again, Sharks conceded a penalty then on
the scoreboard. Chad Townsend drifted across field
looking for a runner, found Peta Hiku who fed it to
Semi Valemi who dug deep to put the Cowboys ahead
again. [t was afront row Friday for the Sharks to give
them a 18-12 lead at the break. Tom Hazelton went
over from Blayke Brailey then Royce Hunt planted
it down quickly after for the finals chasing visitors.

The second half was a grind again between the two

sides. Sharks built their lead to double digits with
Hynes putting in a kick which saw the evergreen
Wade Graham to scoop it up. Sharks looked for the
killer blow. Brayden Trindall kicked a wonderful
40/20 which set them up, tried to kick for himself and
forced adropout. That was taken by Valemi before the
ten and Hynes made it 26-12. The visitors landed the
final blow through their main man. Hynes had the ball
on a string in the second half, spied the defense not
chasing and sliced through to score the Sharks fifth.
JUSTIN DAVIES

The New Zealand Warriors have paid tribute to Daniel
Anderson in style witha29-22 victory over the Manly
Warringah Sea Eagles at the re-named (for one week
only) Daniel Anderson Stadium.

The Warriors started this one poorly and spilt the
ball on the second tackle giving Manly a golden
opportunity. Manly capitalised on the Warriors
mistake and crossed off their first set. Jake Arthur
showed and goes beating some poor Warriors
defence to cross for the first try of the evening in
a big confidence boost for the young half. Reuben
Garrick converted and Manly led early. Shaun
Johnson answered with a delightful pass to Tohu
Harris who appeared to get the ball to the ground
despite a desperate effort from Lachie Croker.

Manly were made to pay for their second cough-up
of possession in their own end. Johnson and Charnze
Nicoll-Klokstad combined with Rocco Berry providing
quick hands to Dallin Watene-Zelezniak and DWZ
provided an acrobatic finish in the right corner. Adam
Pompey’s conversion just missed and the Warriors
held a 10-6 lead. Off the back of some more Manly
misdemeanours. The Warriors were allowed to march
upfield and it was Johnson and DWZ combining to
cause Manly some trouble. DWZ ended up beating
6 Sea-Eagles on his way to the line. Manly hit back
off the Warriors' kick-off mistake with Arthur and
Daly Cherry-Evans combining to find Jason Saab who
crossed in the right corner. A few minutes later, Luke
Metcalf split the defence and crossed however the
video referee spotted an obstruction and denied the
try. Garrick was unlucky not to score his own when
the Bunker denied his individual effort ruling CNK

grounded it prior to his. But, he soon turned provider.
Manly capitalised on the penalty and grabbed their
third try. Garrick delivered a wonderful flick to Saab
who crossed for his second of the evening. Garrick's
sideline conversion delivered a surprising score-line
at 16 apiece. The Warriors imploded conceding a late
penalty which allowed Manly to charge down field.
The bounce pass from DCE found Saab who crossed
for a first-half hattrick. There were cries of a forward
pass, but the ball was backwards out of the hands
and the Manly flyer went over. Garrick converted and
Manly had a shock 22-16 lead at the change of ends.

The second half was a frantic start with both sides
struggling to maintain dominance. DWZ joined in on
the right winger hattrick club after Johnson and CHN
combine with the right winger to cross spectacularly.
Pompey converted from a tight angle to level it up.

The rest of the second half was a scrappy affair
with both sides guilty of ill-discipline and bombing
try-scoring chances. There was more controversy to
come. A field-goal attempt by DCE was charged down
by CNK, who chased through and collected Garrick
who jumped in the air to collect the bouncing ball.
Todd Smith got the decision 100% correct and the
Warriors went on the attack. A perfectly timed pass
to Marata Niukore sent him on his way to the try-line
who beat the cover defence and Garrick to cross for
the potential match-winner. Pompey converted to
give his side a 6 point lead. Manly had chances to
|evel the game, but blew several opportunities down
the Warriors end but they were unable to convert.
Johnson added a field goal in the final minute to seal
anuncomprehensive victory at home in a game where
they were made to work for the two competition
points. A) LUCANTONIO

The Roosters have kept their faint finals hopes
alive, asserting their dominance over a very passive
Eels outfit running out 34-12 winners at CommBank
Stadium tonight. The win puts Trent Robinson’s men
on the edge of the Top 8 with remaining matches
against Wests Tigers and bitter rivals South Sydney
tofinish the 2023 season.

Despite the Eels scoring the first try of the night,
the visitors responded emphatically scoring six
tries including doubles to Joseph-Aukuso Suaalii
and skipper James Tedesco who left the field with
a Category 1 concussion, automatically ruling him
out of next week’s clash with his former club.
Parramatta saw their finals chances slip away in a
flat performance and despite a strong start to the

match, Brad Arthur's men seemed lethargic following
last week's loss of star halfhack Mitchell Moses,
which ultimately proved a hammer blow to the Eels
getting any momentum from the remaining rounds.
It was a bright start for the home side when new
halfback Dylan Brown put Bryce Cartwright through
a narrow gap close to the line. The lanky backrower
then reached out like Inspector Gadget to score the
first try of the night. With their season on the line
the Roosters showed amazing desperation to repel
a wave of Eels offence before finding some quality
field position of their own. Skipper James Tedesco
then scored off a set scrum play, bouncing away from
some soft Eels defence to score the Roosters first
try of the evening. The Tri-Colours then had back-to-
back tries, when off another scrum play Luke Keary
unlocked their dangerous backline, which saw high
profile winger Joseph-Aukuso Suaalii score in the

corner to extend their lead to 12-6. Then just before
the break, the Roosters made it three unanswered
tries, when off yet another set play out wide saw
Joseph Manu create some space. The Kiwi centre then
produced a delicious offload for James Tedesco to eat
up and score his second try. Suaalii nailed the sideline
conversion and the Roosters led 18-6 at the break.

The visitors picked up where they left off following
the halftime break, when Suaalii raced over for
his second try following a great ball from James
Tedesco and extend the lead to 22-6. The Roosters
skipper was then collected high by Eels winger
Maika Sivo and was immediately sent for a Head
Injury Assessment in worrying scenes for Roosters
fans. Parramatta then managed to hit back after
Bailey Simonsson made a break after a wayward pass
hounced off his head. Simonsson played the whistle

however and then found his captain Clint Gutherson
in support who raced away to score and give the
home fans some hope with 20 minutes remaining.
Gutherson went from hero to villain moments later
when he put down a kick deep in Roosters territory.
The Tri-Colours then made the Eels pay when rookie
backrower Siua Wong collected a bounce pass off the
turf, to race around under the posts to capitalise off
the Gutherson error to make it a 28-12 scoreline with
less than ten minutes remaining. The Roosters then
put a cherry on top of a great win for the Roosters
when Nat Butcher crashed late to give his side a
confidence-boosting 34-12 victory. The Roosters will
now return to Allianz Stadium next Saturday where
they face the Wests Tigers, while Parramatta will
take on the Panthers at BlueBet Stadium in a replay
of last year's Grand Final. SAM BOURKE

The Wests Tigers have broken through for their first
win in three months with a 24-23 victory over the
Dolphins in their final home game of the season.

Breaking a run of ten consecutive losses to remain a
mathematical chance of avoiding the wooden spoon
with two rounds to play, animmortal sideline penalty
goal from Apisai Koroisau clinched the result in Benji
Marshall’s unofficial coaching debut. Following an
error-riddled opening which saw both teams struggle
with the ball in hand, a fortuitous bomb from Apisai

Koroisau allowed Fonua Pole (13th minute) to crash
over after Stefano Utoikamanu offloaded close to
the line. The Dolphins responded minutes later
with Jamayne Isaako (7th minute) running onto a
beautiful ball from Kodi Nikorima, however the 6-all
scoreline was short-lived after Asu Kepaoa (22nd
minute) stretched out following a dazzling display of
footwork by Jahream Bula. Sean 0'Sullivan exposed
John Bateman in defence with a dummy before
linking with Euan Aitken (27th minute) in support;
Isaako’s wayward conversion attempt saw the Tiger
hold a two-point advantage at the end of 40 minutes.

Taking advantage of a penalty following the
resumption of play, the Dolphins hit the front for
the first time after a crossfield bomb from 0'Sullivan
allowed Jack Bostock (43rd minute) to claim his first
career try. Regaining the lead with two tries in the
space of four minutes, Alex Seyfarth (53rd minute)
crashed through the Dolphins defence for his first
four-pointer of the season before Jake Simpkin (57th
minute) burrowed over to give the Tigers an eight-
point buffer. Coming off the bench late in the first
half, 26-year-old fullback Trai Fuller (64th minute)
lit up CommBank Stadium by breaking through
several tackles to touch down for a try in his first

game. Locking the scores up at 22-all after the Tigers
conceded a penalty while in possession, a drop goal
from Isaako seemingly clinched the result for the
Dolphins with five minutes remaining. Gaining the
hall back from a short kick-off and earning a penalty
close to the sideline, the Tigers sealed a famous 24-
23 victory with Koroisau etching his named into the
history of the joint venture with an immortal penalty
goal from the sideline. Next week, the Tigers will face
the Roosters at Allianz Stadium on Saturday evening,
while the Dolphins will return to Suncorp Stadium to
take on the Cowboys on Friday night. ROB CROSBY



They completed 39 of 41 sets and even that was
not enough to see the Gold Coast Titans go close to
toppling the defending premiers on Saturday night,
going down 40-14 to the Penrith Panthers.

The Titans made a fast start to both the first and
second half, testing out the Panthers with speed
on the edges and a strong return from fullback AJ
Brimson. But there are a few more injury concerns
for a Gold Coast side that already has a growing
casualty ward, with Phillip Sami (foot) and Jayden
Campbell (knee) potentially joining them. The
Panthers, meanwhile, were without Brian Tob,
Scott Sorensen, Mitch Kenny and lzack Tago and at
times lacked patience in attack while looking flat in
defence. Coach Ivan Cleary was visibly frustrated
at times in Saturday’s game but would have been
pleased with the way Penrith finished the game,
running away with a comfortable 26-point win.
The victory sees the Panthers jump back into first
place ahead of the Broncos on for-and-against, with
the struggling Parramatta Eels up next. The Titans,

meanwhile, welcome the surging Storm to the Gold
Coast. Complacency was all that was going to stop
the Panthers, even if undermanned, from taking
down the Titans on Saturday to record their eighth-
straight win. And early signs were not good for
Penrith, who lacked the usual defensive intensity we
have come to expect from the back-to-back defending
premiers. It was a dream start for NRL debutant
Thomas Weaver as he put Klese Haas steaming past
Zac Hosking before the speedy second rower then
beat Dylan Edwards to score the opening try. That
came after just two minutes and while it took a bit of
time, Penrith eventually started to put a few strong
sets together before hitting back in the 15th minute.
On that occasion Nathan Cleary kicked on the last
and Stephen Crichton soared ahove to bat it back
for fullback Dylan Edwards. There wasn't much the
Gold Coast defenders could've done about that try
consider Crichton's freakish athleticism in the air,
although the same could not be said for Penrith’s next
four-pointer. This time it was a simple pass from Jack
Cogger to Isaah Yeo, who spun out of a few tackles
to score under the posts. The Panthers had well and

truly gained ascendancy by that point and extended
the lead in the 35th minute through Tyrone Peachey
shortly after Titans centre Aaron Schoupp was sent
to the sin bin. The Gold Coast squandered a rare
chance to respond almost immediately after an error
off the kick-off from Spencer Leniu, failing to ground
a clever grubber kick from Kruise Leeming. Penrith's
execution, on the other hand, was perfect as the ball
went to the right edge and Crichton put in a well-
weighted kick for Tom Jenkins in the corner. Cleary
missed the conversion attempt from the sideline,
leaving the score at 22-6 heading into the sheds.

The Panthers were gifted a chance to extend the lead
early inthe second half after a penalty saw the ladder
leaders marched up the field, although an error from
Liam Martin relieved pressure on the Gold Coast.
Then, like they did in the first half, the Titans opened
the better of the two sides as they scored back-to-
hack tries to flip the script on what had looked an
otherwise straightforward result. First, AJ Brimson
put Alofiana Khan-Pereira over for a spectacular
finish beforeatrick play and poor Penrith defence saw

David Fifita score after a relatively quiet opening half
from the second-rower. Both attempted conversions
from Campbell were unsuccessful, leaving the score
at 22-14 in favour of Penrith. Brimson, who was a
constant threat in his first game back from injury,
then burst through a gaping hole off a brilliant Jayden
Campbell pass to put the Panthers on the ropes again.
He found Khan-Pereira in space on the wing but
Edwards was in cover to save the day for Penrith as
he batted a kick from the Titans speedster dead. The
Panthers then regained possession off the dropout
and almost scored immediately, only for a desperate
effort in defence from Brimson seeing Turuva drop
the ball as he went over in the corner. Struggling for
any real spark in attack, Penrith suddenly found it
deep inside its own half as Cleary spread it early and
sent Crichton sprinting down the sideline. Edwards
was then backing up in support to score his second
of the night before Cleary produced points again
moments later, this time putting it in the air for a
charging Liam Martin. Crichton later iced a dominant
individual performance with a try of his own to cap
off the 40-14 win. ANDREW JACKSON

Atry to Jahrome Hughes against the run of play with
3 minutes remaining in the game gave the Storm the
match-winning lead in a contest with the Dragons
which had a total of 12 tries scored.

After a safe opening to the game by both sides, the
scoring began in the eighth minute when William
Warbrick dived over to score in the corner. Nick
Meaney failed to convert from sideline in the
blustery conditions. The Dragons hit back in the 12th
minute after receiving a penalty. On the last tackle,
Billy Burns was given the ball at first receiver, he
dummied to pass and then stepped through the lazy
inside defence to score under the posts. Ben Hunt
converted. In the 20th minute, Ben Hunt drifted
left and then dropped a lovely short ball to lead

runner Tyrell Sloan, who burest through a small gap
and scored a clever try. Hunt converted to give the
Dragons an 8 point lead. Just 6 minutes later, the
Dragons scored again when Talatau Amone burrowed
down low and just managed to get the ball down on
the tryline for a good try. Hunt's conversion gave the
Dragons an 18-4 lead after 27 minutes. The Dragons
had dominated field position up til this point, but then
they gave away a penalty and three set restarts in the
space of a minute to allow the Storm to get into the
Dragons half and into the game. Then Hughes drifted
right to the line, linked with Meaney, who drew the
last defender before getting a good ball to Warbrick
who scored in the corner. Meaney converted from the
sideline. From the very next set, the Storm moved
the ball right to Eliesa Katoa, who threw a beautiful
cut-out pass over the top to Warbrick, who used his
blistering speed to evade two tackles and score in

the corner. Meaney was unable to convert from the
sideline. The Storm in the very next set continued
their resurgence, when Xavier Coates received the
ball and started to run back in towards the middle,
breaking through the line, then brushing off the cover
tackle before scoring in the right corner. Meaney
again failed to convert from the difficult angle. Just as
the halftime siren sounded, Cameron Munster had a
shot at a field goal from halfway but it fell a long way
short. At halftime, the scores were locked at 18 all.

3 minutes into the second half Billy Burns performed
a one-on-one strip on Warbrick, after the Storm
winger fumbled the ball close to his own line. Burns
then reached out in a tackle and got the ball down
for a good try. Hunt converted to give the Dragons a
6 point lead. The Storm responded just a few minutes
[ater when Hughes dished a short ball to Katoa who

barged over for a good try. Meaney converted from
almost in front to level the scores again. The Storm
regained the lead just 5 minutes later when a chip
kick by Hughes bounced perfectly for Katoa, who
regathered and scored a clever try. Meaney converted
to give the Storm a 30-24 lead after 56 minutes. With
just over 5 minutes remaining in the contest, Moses
Suli broke through a tackle and then got a great ball
to Mikaele Ravalawa, who scored in the corner. Hunt
failed to convert from the sideline. Then with just
3 minutes left in the game, Katoa hit Hunt with a
perfect and powerful tackle that forced Hunt to lose
the ball. Hughes picked it up and raced 30 metres to
score the match winning try. Meaney converted and
then kicked a penalty goal after the fulltime siren
had sounded to give the Storm a 10 point victory.
ANDREW FERGUSON

The Newcastle Knights put on a clinic on Sunday,
running riot over the South Sydney Rabbitohs 29-
10 in front of a sell-out crowd at McDonald Jones
Stadium.

The Knights were led by Kalyn Ponga, who laid on
a scintillating performance, delivering winger Greg
Marzhew afirst half hat trick. Newcastle's attack was
in full swing from the outset, scoring two tries in the

first 10 minutes. Marzhew opened the scoring in the
fourth minute, before Ponga set him up again shortly
after. Ponga was unable to add to either try with the
boot, an 8-0 lead early. The Rabbitohs were unable to
get their hands on the ball, and the Knights continued
to pile on the pressure. Marzhew completed the
treble three minutes before the break and the hosts
led 12-0 at halftime with Ponga 0/3 on conversions.

Souths did come out firing in the second half,
Damien Cook scoring off a scrum base play to bridge

the gap to eight points (Latrell Mitchell missed
the conversion from next to the posts in a bizarre
moment). Daniel Saifiti got Newcastle's second half
surge kick started in the 56th minute with a quality
try before Adam Clune scored just two minutes later.
Ahead 22-4, the game looked done and dusted. With
15 minutes remaining, Shaq Mitchell crashed over to
offer Bunnies fans hope, but Bradman Best countered
off a Latrell Mitchell error a few minutes later and
the 28-10 lead with just over ten remaining was
indeed a bridge too far for the visitors. Clune nailed

a disrespectful field goal in the closing minutes to
extend the margin to 19 points and send the bulk
of the 29,018 in attendance home in raptures. The
win was the Knights' seventh in a row, and they are
now entrenched in the NRL top eight. The Rabbitohs,
meanwhile, have now lost two of their last three
and are in danger of missing the eight. This was a
statement victory for the Knights, who showed that
they are a force to be reckoned with in 2023. TIM
COSTELLO

The Canberra Raiders have put their top 8 spot in
more secure footing following their 36-24 victory
over the Canterbury Bulldogs at GIO Stadium in
Canberra.

The first half of the contest was a topsy-turrvy affair
with both the sides going tit-for-tat with the tries. The
Raiders opened the scoring after thirteen minutes
when Jordan Rapana drew in the Bulldogs defence
before finding Matt Timoko to score. The Bulldogs

were able to get onto the board on the half hour
mark when Blake Wilson was able to score in the
corner after the Bulldogs got into attacking position
following a Josh Addo-Carr run after regathering a
short dropout. Hitting back just over a minute later,
Jarrod Croker was in the right spot as a high kick
landed perfectly on his chest without the need to
jump as he scored next to the posts. The Bulldogs
then hit back a few minutes later when Jacob Kiraz
scored as Canterbury’s attacking raid came off a
charge down from Viliame Kikau.

The second half started the same way that the first
half did as the Bulldogs turned the ball over on
halfway and the Raiders went into attack mode it
was as again Jordan Rapana attacked the line and
drew in the defence before finding Matt Timoko
just like their first try. Toby Sexton then hit back for
the Bulldogs with a big show and go that fooled the
Raiders defence and Sexton went through to score.
Matt Burton levelled the scores with his conversion.
The Bulldogs lost their radar and began to gave the
ball away cheaply and Nick Cotric took advantage as
he went through. The Raiders then added two more

tries to extend their lead out to 18 points as Jordan
Rapana and Josh Papalil went over. A consolation
try to Liam Knight at the end closed the gap for the
Bulldogs inside the last 2 minutes to close the gap
to 36-24. The win for the Raiders gives them more
secure footing for their top 8 spot with two tough
games against the Broncos and Sharks coming up.
Meanwhile, the Bulldogs have their final home
game of 2023 next week when they host the Manly-
Warringah Sea Eagles before heading to the Gold
Coast. JOSH ROBERTSON



ROUND 25 RESULTS

CRONULLA 32 (W. Graham, T. Hazelton, R. Hunt, N. Hynes,
R. Mulitalo tries; N. Hynes 6 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD
12 (S. Drinkwater, S. Valemei tries; S. Drinkwater 2 goals) AT
QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 17th August. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 18-12.
Penalties: North QLD 7-4. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 17,318.
NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Taulagi, Hiku, Valemei; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Taumalolo, Leilua, Nanai, Cotter.
Int: Granville, Hess, Luki, Neame.

CRONULLA: Tracey, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Trindall,
Hynes; Rudolf, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Graham (C), McInnes.
Int: Williams, Hunt, Hazelton, Moylan.

SYDNEY 34 (). Suaali'i 2, ). Tedesco 2, N. Butcher, S. Wong tries;
J. Sua‘alii 5 goals) DEFEATED PARRAMATTA 12 (B. Cartwright, C.
Gutherson tries; C. Gutherson 2 goals) AT COMMBANK STADIUM.
Date: Fri, 18th August. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Sydney 18-6.
Penalties: Sydney 5-4. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 20,076.
PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson, Russell;
Asi, Brown; Campbell-Gillard, Lussick, Paulo, Hopgood, Cartwright,
Ofahengaue. Int: Moretti, Matterson, Greig, Hands.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Tupou, Smith, Manu, Suaalii; Keary,
Hutchison; Baker, Smith, Collins, Wong, Butcher, Radley. Int:
Smith, May, Crichton, Napa.

WARRIORS 29 (D. Watene-Zelezniak 3, T. Harris, M. Niukore tries;
A. Pompey 4 goals; S. Johnson field goal) DEFEATED MANLY 22 ().
Saab 3, ). Arthur tries; R. Garrick 3 goals) AT DANIEL ANDERSON
STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 18th August. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Manly 22-16.
Penalties: 7-all. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 24,112.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Afoa, Ford,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int; Walker, Sironen, Curran, Lussick.

MANLY: Garrick, Saab, Koula, Harper, Tuaimalo Vaega; Arthur,
Cherry-Evans (C); Sipley, Croker, Keppie, Olakau'atu, Tuilagi,
Trbojevic. Int: Schuster, Matterson, Woods, Bullemor.

WESTS TIGERS 24 (A. Kepaoa, F. Pole, A. Seyfarth, ). Simpkin
tries; A. Koroisau 4 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 23 (E. Aitken, ).
Bostock, T. Fuller, J. Isaako tries; J. Isaako 3 goals; ). Isaako field
goal) AT COMMBANK STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 19th August. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Wests Tigers
12-10. Penalties: Wests Tigers 7-6. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd:
9,245.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, Reilly, Kepaoa, Tupou; Laurie,
Koroisau (C); Utoikamanu, Simpkin, Twal, Papali'i, Bateman, Pole.
Int: Klemmer, Seyfarth, Blore, Matamua.

DOLPHINS: Nikorima, Isaako, Bostock, Jennings, Niu; Katoa,
0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Graham, Eseese, Kaufusi, Aitken,
Nicholls. Int: Collins, Kerr, Wallace, Fuller.

PENRITH 40 (D. Edwards 2, S. Crichton, T. Jenkins, L. Martin, T.
Peachey, |. Yeo tries; . Cleary 6 goals) DEFEATED GOLD COAST 14
(D. Fifita, K. Haas, A. Khan-Pereira tries; J. Campbell goal) AT CBUS
SUPER STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 19th August. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Penrith 22-6.
Penalties: Gold Coast 8-5. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 19,101,
GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Sami;
Campbell, Weaver; Fotuaika, Randall, Liu, Fifita, Haas,
Falasuamaleaui (C). Int: Jolliffe, Leeming, Stimson, Alick.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Peachey, Crichton, Jenkins; Luai,
Cleary (C); Leota, Cogger, Fisher-Harris, Hosking, Martin, Yeo. Int:
Luke, Smith, Garner, Leniu.

MELBOURNE 38 (W. Warbrick 3, E. Katoa 2, X. Coates, J. Hughes
tries; N. Meaney 5 goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 28
(B.Burns 2, T. Amone, M. Ravalawa, T. Sloan tries; B. Hunt 4 goals)
ATWIN STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 19th August. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: 18-all. Penalties:
4-all. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd: 8,326.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Feagai, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Muhleisen, Lawrie, Burns, Russell, Molo.
Int: Liddle, Couchman, Murdoch-Masila, Musgrove.

MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Seve, Tonumaipea, Coates;
Munster, Hughes; Kamikamica, Grant, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa,
King. Int: Garlick, Eisenhuth, Moeroa, Asofa-Solomona.

NEWCASTLE 29 (G. Marzhew 3, B. Best, A. Clune, D. Saifiti tries; K.
Ponga 2 goals; A. Clune field goal) DEFEATED SOUTHS 10 (D. Cook,
S. Mitchell tries; L. Mitchell goal) ATMCDONALD JONES STADIUM.
Date: Sun, 20th August. Kickoff: 2:05 PM. Halftime: Newcastle 12-
0. Penalties: 7-all. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 29,018.
NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Clune; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Fitzgibbon, Elliott. Int:
Mann, Saifiti, Hetherington, Croker.

SOUTHS: Mitchell, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Milne; Walker, Ilias;
Arrow, Cook, Mitchell, Koloamatangi, Host, Murray (C). Int:
Duncan, Havili, Sele, Tatola.

CANBERRA 36 (M. Timoko 2, N. Cotric, ). Croker, ). Papalii, J.
Rapana tries; J. Croker 6 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 24 ().
Kiraz, L. Knight, T. Sexton, B. Wilson tries; M. Burton 4 goals) AT
GI0 STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 20th August. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: 12-all.
Penalties: Canberra 6-2. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 12,402,
CANBERRA: Rapana, Hopoate, Croker, Timoko, Cotric; Frawley,
Fogarty; Guler, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C),
Horshurgh. Int: Papalii, Starling, Schiller, Mariota.

CANTERBURY: Averillo, Wilson, Kiraz, Burns, Addo-Carr; Burton
(C), Sexton; Thompson, Mahoney, Knight, Kikau, Waddell,
Edwards. Int: King, Flanagan, Pangai Junior, Okunbor.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 25

Pos | Team

BRISBANE 13

4 | MELBOURNE 137 | 34

CANBERRA 108

SOUTHS 3|1 2

10 | SYDNEY

MANLY

DOLPHINS Al

STGEO ILLA 167

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Semi Valemei (North Qld) Grade 1 Careless HT: $750

Bunty Afoa (Warriors) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000

Sean 0'Sullivan (Dolphins) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $750
James Fisher Harris (Penrith) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Latrell Mitchell (South Sydney) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match
Jordan Rapana (Canberra) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $3000
Matt Burton (Canterbury) Grade 1Dangerous Contact: $1800

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
36 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

26 POINTS
Kalyn Ponga (Knights)

25POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

22 POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Adam Reynolds (Broncos), Nathan
Cleary (Panthers), Reece Walsh (Broncos/Maroons)



ROUND 26

PARRAMATTA 32 PENRITH 18

The Parramatta Eels will have six months to wonder
what could have heen after running out 32-18 victors in
a match set to have major ramifications for the Penrith
Panthers hopes of going three-in-a-row.

Winning their final match of the regular season to
remain the most optimistic of mathematical chance of
featuring in September, the Eels stole the show with
winger Maika Sivo crossing for four tries, while the
Panthers face an anxious wait with playmaker Jarome

Luai at risk of missing the remainder of the season with
a dislocated shoulder. Beginning the first half ambush
from a scrum play presented by an early Penrith error,
Dylan Brown managed to get a flick pass away before
heing taken over the sideline, allowing Sivo (4th minute)
to open the scoring. Going close to hitting double figures
inside the opening ten minutes, Dagjarn Asi split the
defence with a dummy and found Ryan Matterson in
support; the bunker overruled the on-field call with
debutant Jesse McLean deemed to have dislodged the
hall from Matterson’s grasp before reaching the try line.
The Panthers were quick to capitalise on their good
fortune with Tyrone Peachey (12th minute) finishing
off a left-side shift, however the side’s luck soon took a
turn for the worse. The Eels continued to attack down

the left edge and were rewarded with a possible eight-
point try to Sivo (19th minute) following high contact
from McLean while scoring. Extending the lead out to
18-4 after Sivo (23rd minute) collected his hat-trick,
the Panthers were dealt the higgest blow of the night
with Luai dislocating his shoulder over the try-line.
Completing a stunning first half by denying Isaah Yeo
a certain four-pointer, the Eels took a 22-4 lead to the
shed with Clinton Gutherson (36th minute) exposing the
home side’s defence on the right side of the field.

Continuing the one-way flow of points after the break
with Gutherson (42nd minute) collecting his second,
the Panthers tried to get back into the contest only
to be thwarted by the Parramatta captain repeatedly

executing short line drop-outs to perfection. The
Panthers finally hit double figures after Nathan Cleary
(65th minute) streaked onto a short drop out, but any
chance of a comeback was extinguished after Sivo
(72nd minute) crashed over for his fourth try of the
night. Late tries to Liam Martin (75th minute), playing
his 100th game for the club in first grade, and Thomas
Jenkins (78th minute) provided little consolation for the
21,525 strong crowd as the Eels finished their season
with a 32-18 victory. Next week, the Panthers face the
Cowhoys at home on Saturday evening, while the Eels
will lament what could have been during their final bye.
ROB CROSBY

WARRIORS 18 ST GEQ ILLA 6

The New Zealand Warriors have secured a top 4 spot
with a scrappy and unconvincing 18-6 win over a
determined and brave St George lllawarra Dragons side
at Go Media Stadium.

The Warriors started poorly for the second week in
a row after failing to get to the ball off the kick-off.
Fortunately, Zac Lomax failed to gather it in cleanly
and the Dragons were unlucky not to cross inside the
first 15 seconds of action. Off the back of a last tackle
set-restart. The Warriors have built some field position
and crossed for the first try after 13 minutes. A clever
Luke Metcalf pass found Adam Pompey who hit the gap
perfectly and stepped inside some poor Dragons defence
to score his 5th of the season. Pompey converted for an

early 6-0 lead. However, as has heen the case so often
in recent weeks, mistakes on their own end gave the
home side some tackling practice on their own line.
Six minutes later, the Warriors punished the visitors
for a cheap error from Connor Muhleisen. Wayde Egan
combined with Shaun Johnson to send Charnze Nicoll-
Klokstad away, and CNK beat a pathetic attempt of
tackle from Lomax to cross out-wide for the home
side. Pompey’s conversion was waved away. St George
imploded when Moses Suli lost the ball coming out
of yardage, subjecting the Dragons to more goal-line
defence. Egan went within inches of the line before
being denied by the Bunker and would hold them out for
the remainder of the set. Things went from bad to worse
with debutant Sione Finau carried from the field injured
and Zac Lomax leaving for a HIA. Despite these sethacks,
the Warriors didn't add to their advantage with Addin

Fonua-Blake dropping the ball over the line and only led
by 10 at the change of ends.

The second half began horribly for the home side
with Luke Metcalf coming off with a hamstring injury.
Metcalf was looking a dejected figure on the sideline it
looks serious for the young 5/8 who's worked so hard
to come back into the side this season. Both sides had
early chances but each time, the attack came away
without points. Off the back of some sloppy discipline
from the Warriors. St George lllawarra capitalised, and
it was Jacob Liddle who found the Warriors asleep at the
wheel at marker and crossed for what appeared to he
the visitors first of the evening... But the Bunker found
a knock on and denied Liddle’s try on this occasion.
From the penalty that came off that knock-on, Ryan
Couchman spilt possession and the attacking charge

came to an end. Despite that sethack, the Dragons
ended up crossing at last after an hour of being on 0.
After a spirited carry from Suli, Ben Hunt went to the
skies which saw Dallin Watene-Zelezniak put it down,
recovered by Billy Burns and find Lomax for their first
try of the evening. Lomax converted to reduce the gap
to just 4 points. With time running out, the Dragons had
chances to draw level or even take the lead, but the final
pass and moments were going away from the visitors.
The game was secured through a moment of madness
at the back. Johnson’s grubber appeared to be grounded
by Tyrell Sloan but he was going to pick it up and
couldn't. Fonua-Blake redeemed his earlier sins to cross
for the home side. Pompey’s kick was successful for a
10-point lead before adding a penalty goal on full-time
as the Warriors escaped in a game that will be quickly
forgotten by many. A} LUCANTONIO

NORTH QLD 34 DOLPHINS 10

The North Queensland Cowboys season remains alive
after a convincing 34-10 win over the Dolphins at
Suncorp Stadium.

The Cowhoys were superb running in six tries to two,
with fullback Scott Drinkwater and five eighth Tommy
Deardon the stars for the visitors with the win leaving
the Townsville based side on the edge of the eight,
needing a win over the premiers Penrith and hope other
results go their way in the final round of the season to
progress to the finals. The Dolphins were never in the
match but can take some solace into the final round
with star winger Jamayne Isaako racing over for two
|ate tries to take the Kiwi flyer to the summit of both

the top pointscorer and tryscorer list with one round
remaining. North Queensland scored the first try of
the match through rookie centre Zac Laybutt, who was
the beneficiary of a Dolphins dropped ball which saw
halfhack Chad Townsend pick up the scraps to shift
the ball and give Laybutt an easy run to the try line.
The Cowhoys made it back-to-back tries minutes later
when Kyle Feldt touched down in the corner following
some slick hands from the Cowboys outside hacks.
Scott Drinkwater nailed his second conversion from the
sideline to make it 12-0. The visitors took it up a notch
when Tom Dearden put Murray Taulagi away down the
sideline. The hulking winger then found Drinkwater on
the spot who raced away to score the Cowboys third try.
The Redcliffe based side just couldn't get into the match

and were further hindered when interchange prop Josh
Kerr was sent to the Sin Bin for a hip drop tackle. The
Cowboys made the 12-man Dolphins pay when Laybutt
scored his second try, hitting a great line and beating
two would be tacklers to extend the lead to 24-0 at
halftime.

North Queensland picked up where they left off after
the break, and after earning back-to-back repeat sets,
Tom Dearden then threw a superb cut out pass for
Murray Taulagi to race away to score and extend the
lead to 28-0. The Dolphins finally gave the home fans
something to cheer about with 15 minutes remaining,
when Kodi Nikorima put Jamayne lsaako away down
the right wing. The explosive Kiwi winger then beat

two Cowboys defenders to score and become the
outright leading NRL tryscorer. The Cowboys respond
immediately to the Dolphins try, when interchange
forward Kulikefu Finefeuiaki produced a superb offload
for Peta Hiku to score in NRL game 200 and put the
visitors out to a commanding 34-6 lead. The Dolphins
finished a disappointing game on a positive note when
Isaako scored his second try of the night following a
superb cut out ball from Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow to narrow
the scoreline to 34-10 at fulltime. North Queensland now
face an enormous task in Round 27, needing to heat the
Panthers at Penrith next Saturday to advance to this
year's finals series. While the Dolphins will finish their
inaugural season back at Suncorp Stadium where they
host the Warriors. SAM BOURKE

MELBOURNE 37 GOLD COAST 16
Melbourne Storm triumphed 37-16 in their win over Gold
Coast Titans in front of 18.072 fans at AAMI Park on
Saturday afternoon.

This result helps the Storm in their chase for a top
four finish for the regular season. It was a dominant
performance from the hosts with Xavier Coates scoring
a hat-trick alongside another wonderful display from
Harry Grant. It was a big game for the Storm's top four
hopes and they started in fine fashion. Jahrome Hughes

punched a kick low, while falling, which saw Will
Warbrick add another four-pointer to his tally. Titans
were marched downfield after some errors and penalties
which saw them lead 6-4. Chris Randall scooped up the
ball after a firm carry from Jaimin Joliffe to slam the
ball down. Xavier Coates has a fantastic record scoring
against the Titans and continued it in this contest. He
was on the end of a superb pass from Nick Meaney to
stroll over in the corner. Gold Coast Titans revelled in
their role as spoiler and brought the game back to 10-all.
Brian Kelly kept running and running before he found
the line and touched down in the left corner. Storm

restored their lead from the tee. Meaney piloted through
the kick to make it 12-10. Cameron Munster then sliced
through and sent Coates over for his second for an eight-
point lead at half-time.

Titans needed aquick startin the second half. They broke
upon the arm wrestle through AJ Brimson. He sliced
through the line, flicked it to Jojo Fifita who touched
down for 18-16. The moment everyone in purple had
waited for came in the 61st minute. Ryan Papenhuyzen
is back! He was involved in their fourth score, getting
a quick play-the-ball for Harry Grant to find Christian

Welch to go over. Grant was on fire in the second half,
after shaking off a shoulder injury. He provided another
try assist from the boot this time, seeings Eli Katoa plant
the ball down for 30-16. Storm rounded off their display
with another aerial act. Coates out-jumped his opposite
number and swooped to get his hat-trick and make it
36-16 for the top four chasing Storm. Munster decided
to add one final cherry on top. Grant spun around like
a top before he found the halfback, who kicked a field
goal to give us the unusual scoreline of 37-16 on a happy
afternoon for the Storm. JUSTIN DAVIES



SYDNEY 32 WESTS TIGERS 8

The Sydney Roosters have kept their outside chances
of finals alive with a 32-8 win over the Wests Tigers at
Allianz Stadium.

Things started brightly for the Tigers as they opened the
scoring in the seventh minute when with crisp hands
they spread the ball right and in game two, Triston Reilly
was able to get his first NRL try. Koroisau converted for
a6-0 lead. Sam Walker was able to dart through some

soft defence from the Tigers as he couldn't be stopped
from close range and after the Suaalii conversion the
sides were locked up at 6-6. The Tigers and Roosters
then matched each other with penalty goals to level
the scores at 8-8. A late try to the Roosters just shy of
the half-time break gave them a 14-8 lead when Daniel
Tupou went over in the corner after the Tricolours
shifted the ball and the Tigers defence was left in two
minds what to do and Joseph-Aukuso Sualii converted
from wide out.

The second half was all Red, Blue and White as the
Roosters dominated with three unanswered tries in the
A0 minutes. Roosters forward Terrell May went over
from close range as the field position favoured the home
side and May had too much power to be stopped. Some
poor defence again from the Tigers hurt them as Joseph-
Aukuso Suallii went through after he was allowed to
run and brush through some soft defence to score. The
Roosters youngster converted his own try to extend the
|ead to 26-8. Victor Radley was able to pounce on some
skill and luck off a Luke Keary kick as his kick to the in-

goal came off the upright and despite the presence of
Tigers defenders, the deflection favoured Radley. The
32-8 win for the Roosters didn't come without major
issues though with Sam Walker, Victor Radley and
Billy Smith all failing to finish the game after coming off
through the HIA system whilst Jared Warea-Hargreaves
was sent to the sin bin for a high shot and was placed on
report for that and a headbutt. The Roosters have a big
potential top 8 deciding contest against arch-rivals the
South Sydney Rabhitohs as the Tigers finish their season
with a clash against Manly. JOSH ROBERTSON

BRISBANE 29 CANBERRA 18

Brishane and Canberra put on a brilliant hour of football
hefore the Broncos eventually got the upper hand and
ran away with the victory in a very physical contest in
Canberra.

The Broncos got the scoring started after just 5 minutes
when Reece Walsh fired a cut-out pass across to Selwyn
Cobbo, who scored out wide. Kotoni Staggs failed to
convert from out wide. Almost 10 minutes of persistent
pressure by the Raiders eventually saw them respond
in the 18th minute when Elliot Whitehead got a great

offload away to Matt Frawley and the Raiders half
scored. Jamal Fogarty converted the try. The Broncos
reclaimed the lead in the 28th minute when Staggs
got a superb inside run to score on the right edge
for the Broncos, before converting his own try. The
Broncos play became sloppy, inviting the Raiders back
into the game and in the 32nd minute, they took full
advantage when Nick Cotric took advantage of some
weak Broncos defence to score on the left side. Fogarty
failed to convert. Brishane immediately hit back when
Ezra Mam crossed 4 minutes before the break. His try
was converted by Staggs to give the Broncos a 6 point
lead. Canberra locked the scores up just before the

break when Hudson Young broke through the Broncos
defence to score on the left edge. Fogarty converted and
at halftime, the scores were locked at 16 all.

4 minutes into the second half, Fogarty landed a
penalty goal to give the Raiders the lead. The Raiders
defence proved impenetrable for the next 20 minutes,
but eventually the Broncos created an overlap which
allowed Selwyn Cobbo to score out wide, leaping over
Jordan Rapana, whose cover tackle attempt was deemed
to be an attempted trip and he was sent to the sin bin
for 10 minutes. Staggs failed to convert from out wide.
Reece Walsh made a brilliant kick return 6 minutes

[ater, evading defenders and running almost 40 metres
to get into the Raiders half. On the next tackle, the
Broncos shifted the ball quickly out to Cobbo who used
his blistering speed to outpace the defence to score in
the corner. Staggs was again unable to convert. Walsh
then calmly potted a field goal in the 73rd minute to give
the Broncos an important 7 point lead. Three minutes
[ater, the Broncos went right again, but this time it was
Walsh who outpaced the defence to score. Staggs failed
to convert again, but the victory was now secured by the
Broncos. ANDREW FERGUSON

MANLY 42 CANTERBURY 24

The Manly Sea Eagles took a while to get going on
Sunday afternoon at Accor Stadium but once they did
the floodgates opened and points came plenty. Manly
ran in 7 tries for the day in the end comfortably taking
care of the Bulldogs 42-24.

The Bulldogs opened the scoring in the 5th minute when
Blake Wilson made a linebreak down the right wing and
set up Corey Waddell to score on his inside. From there
Manly scored 28 unanswered points with tries to Jason
Saab, Toafofoa Sipley, Ray Tuaimalo-Vaega, Haumole
Olakau'atu and captain Daly Cherry-Evans. Cherry-Evans

was instrumental all day continuing his great form
across the 2023 season. He scored a great try dazzling
the markers out of dummy half and running 40 metres
to score as well as putting Olakau'atu through a gaping
hole for his try.

The Bulldogs hit back in the 59th minute when Wilson
cleaned up an errant pass from Cherry-Evans and put
Averillo away and from there the points came thick and
fast. Lachlan Croker barged over in the 64th minute
and then Manly combined for a lovely long range try
off the kickoff in the very next set. Olakau'atu laid a
perfect inside ball to send Koula through the line who
then found Saab for his second backing up on the inside.

The Dogs then scored two tries in two minutes through
Toby Sexton and Kyle Flanagan to give fans a glimmer of
hope but it was too little too late. Gordon Chan Kum Tong
added alate penalty goal infront of 70 family and friends
that were in attendance for his debut. With both teams
out of the finals race there was plenty attacking footy
as expected. Manly had 11 linebreaks on the day with
Canterbury contributing 5 of their own. The Bulldogs
also had 11 offloads and at times were throwing the ball
around like second phase play was going out of fashion.
Both teams made 10 errors and 45 missed tackles for the
Bulldogs effectively sums up their day. Tolutau Koula
was outstanding at fullback for Manly filling in for the
injured Reuben Garrick. Koula set up 3 tries, made 3 line

breaks of his own and ran for 297 metres. He is truly a
sight to see in open space with his electric speed giving
the Bulldogs headaches all afternoon long. Sipley was
also very good for Manly setting the tone early on and
scored a try for the 2nd time in 3 weeks even if the pass
from Lachlan Croker was dubious. Speaking of Croker
he was also influential for the Sea Eagles setting up
a try, scoring one of his own, and chipping in a 40/20.
Both teams will look to finish the season on a high note
next week with the Bulldogs playing Gold Coast at 2pm
Sunday afternoon while Manly have the Tigers on Friday
night at home at 6pm. NICK BOYS

NEWCASTLE 32 CRONULLA 6

The Newcastle Knights have booked themselves a home
final with a dominant second half performance with a
32-6 win over the Cronulla Sharks at McDonald Jones
Stadium.

Things didn't start perfectly for the home-side with Dom
Young initially opening the scoring before having his
effort overturned by the bunker after going into touch
ashe went to put the ball down. The salt was rubbed into
the wounds by the Sharks who were able to go up the

other end and score through Connor Tracey. It took some
time but the Knights were able to equalise through some
Kalyn Ponga magic as he saw a gap in the defensive line
and took advantage as Matt Moylan could not make
the needed tackle. The Sharks thought they had put
themselves in front when Briton Nikora went over but
couldn't get the ball down as the bunker had to again
overturn a live decision and the scores remained at 6-6.

Domination was the way to describe the second half
as the Knights just commanded control of the second
half as anything they did turned to gold and held so

much possession in the second half. The Knights hit the
scoreboard early in the second stanza when a run from
Kalyn Ponga put the Knights into attacking position
off a kick return and the Knights took advantage when
Bradman Best scored. Gifted possession by the Sharks,
the Novocastrians took advantage again when Dom
Young finally got his four pointer as the defence put
all their focus on Kalyn Ponga in attack which left the
space open for Dom Young to score. Things were going
well for the Knights but they were left with a scary
moment when Kalyn Ponga was hit extremely hard as
he was passing in a legal tackle by Jesse Ramien leaving

him with a shoulder injury as the home-side were able to
get over through Bradman Best again. Some soft defence
from Cronulla gifted the Knights their last two tries
when Greg Marzhew was able to get through even with
defenders on him while Dylan Lucas took advantage of
the lack of interest from the Sharks to get his first NRL
try in the dying minutes. Next weekend, the Knights
head south for a clash with the Dragons meanwhile the
Cronulla Sharks are left with a must win clash against
the Canberra Raiders for a top 8 spot. JOSH ROBERTSON



ROUND 26 RESULTS

PARRAMATTA 32 (M. Sivo 4, C. Gutherson 2 tries; C. Gutherson 4
goals) DEFEATED PENRITH 18 (N. Cleary, T. Jenkins, L. Martin, T.
Peachey tries; N. Cleary goal) AT BLUEBET STADIUM.

Date: Thu, 24th August. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Parramatta
22-4. Penalties: Parramatta 4-3. Referee: Ben Cummins. Crowd:
21,525,

PENRITH: McLean, Jenkins, Peachey, Crichton, To'o; Luai, Cleary
(C); Leota, Cogger, Fisher-Harris, Hosking, Martin, Yeo. Int: Luke,
Smith, Leniu, Garner.

PARRAMATTA: Gutherson (C), Sivo, Penisini, Simonsson,
Russell; Asi, Brown; Camphell-Gillard, Lussick, Greig, Matterson,
Cartwright, Ofahengaue. Int: Paulo, Hopgood, Moretti, Lane.

NORTH QLD 34 (Z. Laybutt 2, S. Drinkwater, K. Feldt, P. Hiku, M.
Taulagi tries; S. Drinkwater 5 goals) DEFEATED DOLPHINS 10 ().
Isaako 2 tries; ). Isaako goal) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 25th August. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: North QLD 24-0.
Penalties: 4-all. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 33,449.
DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Niu, Aitken, Bostock; Nikorima,
0'Sullivan; Wallace, Graham, Nicholls, Kaufusi (C), Lemuelu,
Bromwich. Int; Kerr, Ese'ese, Collins, Katoa.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Laybutt, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Taumalolo, Leilua, Luki, Cotter. Int;
Granville, Hess, Neame, Finefeuiaki.

WARRIORS 18 (A. Fonua-Blake, C. Nicoll-Klokstad, A. Pompey
tries; A. Pompey 3 goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA 6 (Z.
Lomax try; Z. Lomax goal) AT GO MEDIA STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 25th August. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Warriors 10-0.
Penalties: St George Illawarra 10-7. Referee: Peter Gough. Crowd:
25,095.

WARRIORS: Nicoll-Klokstad, Watene-Zelezniak, Berry, Pompey,
Montoya; Metcalf, Johnson; Fonua-Blake, Egan, Afoa, Curran,
Niukore, Harris (C). Int: Walker, Ford, Sironen, Lussick.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Finau, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Muhleisen, Lawrie, Burns, Russell, Molo.
Int: Liddle, Couchman, Murdoch-Masila, Musgrove.

MELBOURNE 37 (X. Coates 3, E. Katoa, W. Warbrick, C. Welch tries;
N. Meaney 6 goals; C. Munster field goal) DEFEATED GOLD COAST
16 (S. Fifita, B. Kelly, C. Randall tries; A. Schoupp, T. Weaver goals)
AT AAMIPARK.

Date: Sat, 26th August. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 18-
10. Penalties: Melbourne 9-7. Referee: Chris Butler. Crowd: 18,072,
MELBOURNE: Meaney, Warbrick, Seve, Tonumaipea, Coates;
Munster, Hughes; Kamikamica, Garlick, Welch (C), Loiero, Katoa,
Asofa-Solomona. Int: Grant, Eisenhuth, Moeroa, Papenhuyzen.
GOLD COAST: Brimson, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Schoupp, Fifita; Foran,
Weaver; Liu, Randall, Jolliffe, Fifita, Haas, Faasuamaleaui (C). Int:
Leeming, Stimson, Alick, Kini.

SYDNEY 32 (T. May, V.. Radley, ). Sua‘ali'i, D. Tupou, S. Walker tries;
J. Suaalii 6 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 8 (T. Reilly try; A.
Koroisau 2 goals) AT ALLIANZ STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 26th August. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Sydney 14-8.
Penalties: Wests Tigers 9-5. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 22,511,
SYDNEY: Manu, Tupou, Smith, Allan, Sua’ali'i; Keary (C), Walker;
Waerea-Hargreaves, Smith, Collins, Wong, Butcher, Radley. Int:
Smith, Baker, May, Butcher.

WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Nofoaluma, Reilly, Kepaoa, Tupou; Laurie,
Smith; Utoikamanu, Koroisau (C), Klemmer, Papali'i, Bateman,
Pole. Int: Matamua, Blore, Seyfarth, James.

BRISBANE 29 (S. Cobbo 3, E. Mam, K. Staggs, R. Walsh tries; K.
Staggs 2 goals; R. Walsh field goal) DEFEATED CANBERRA 18
(N. Cotric, M. Frawley, H. Young tries; J. Fogarty 3 goals) AT GIO
STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 26th August. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: 16-all.
Penalties: Brishane 7-3. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 19,400.
CANBERRA: Wighton, Rapana, Kris, Timoko, Cotric; Frawley,
Fogarty; Guler, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead, Horsburgh.
Int: Croker (C), Papalii, Starling, Mariota.

BRISBANE: Walsh, Oates, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobbo; Mam,
Madden; Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell (C), Riki, Palasia. Int:
Smoothy, Piakura, Hetherington, Jensen.

MANLY 42 (). Saab 2, D. Cherry-Evans, L. Croker, H. Olakau'atu, T.
Sipley, R. Tuaimalo Vaega tries; D. Cherry-Evans 6, G. Chan Kum
Tong goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 24 (J. Averillo, K. Flanagan,
T.Sexton, C. Waddell tries; M. Burton 4 goals) ATACCOR STADIUM.
Date: Sun, 27th August. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Manly 16-6.
Penalties: Canterbury 6-5. Referee: Liam Kennedy. Crowd: 13,074.
CANTERBURY: Averillo, Wilson, Perham, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Burton (C), Sexton; Thompson, Mahoney, Knight, Kikau, Waddell,
Edwards. Int: King, Flanagan, Pangai Junior, Okunbor.

MANLY: Koula, Saab, Parker, Harper, Tuaimalo Vaega; Arthur,
Cherry-Evans (C); Sipley, Croker, Keppie, Olakau'atu, Trbojevic,
Trbojevic. Int: Chan Kum Tong, Tuilagi, Woods, Bullemor.

NEWCASTLE 32 (B. Best 2, D. Lucas, G. Marzhew, K. Ponga, D.
Young tries; K. Ponga 3, D. Gagai goals) DEFEATED CRONULLA 6
(C. Tracey try; B. Trindall goal) AT MCDONALD JONES STADIUM.
Date: Sun, 27th August. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: 6-all. Penalties:
Newcastle 8-3. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 29,423.
NEWCASTLE: Ponga (C), Young, Gagai, Best, Marzhew; Gamble,
Clune; Saifiti, Crossland, Thompson, Frizell, Lucas, Elliott. Int:
Saifiti, Hetherington, Croker, Brown.

CRONULLA: Tracey, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Moylan,
Trindall; Rudolf, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Graham (C),
MclInnes. Int: Williams, Hunt, Hazelton, Colquhoun.

2023 NRL LADDER AFTER ROUND 26

Team P
BRISBANE 23
PENRITH 3
WARRIORS 23
MELBOURNE 23
NEWCASTLE 23
CRONULLA 23
CANBERRA 3
SOUTHS 3
NORTH QLD PA]
SYDNEY PA]
PARRAMATTA 24
MANLY PA]
GOLD COAST 23
DOLPHINS PA]
CANTERBURY 23
STGEQILLA PA]
WESTSTIGERS 23

-
e
>

1
2
3
4
5
b
)
8
9

S o e o e - 5 o 0 o o = o & o e o
W W e w e w N W e w e w e w W e

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Jesse McLean (Penrith) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1000

Josh Kerr (Dolphins) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1 match

Luke Keary (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $2500

Jared Waerea-Hargreaves (Sydney) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 4 matches
Jared Waerea-Hargreaves (Sydney) Grade 1 Striking: 3 matches
Kotoni Staggs (Brishane) Grade 2 Dangerous Contact: 1match

Zac Woolford (Canberra) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $3000

Jordan Rapana (Canberra) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact (trip): $3000
Corey Horsburgh (Canberra) Grade 1 Shoulder Charge: 4 matches
Thomas Hazelton (Cronulla) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $1500

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE YEAR LEADERBOARD
37POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

29POINTS
Kalyn Ponga (Knights)

25POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Nicho Hynes (Sharks), Reece Walsh
(Broncos/Maroons)

22 POINTS
Adam Reynolds (Broncos), Nathan Cleary (Panthers)



Despite both sides resting a host of their stars,
the Broncos and Storm still turned on a very
entertaining and high quality contest, capped by
stellar performances from each sides rookie fullbacks
- Melbourne’s Sualauvi Faalogo and Brishane’s Tristan
Sailor.

Brishane opened the scoring after just 3 minutes
when Tyson Smoothy sent a crash ball to Thomas
Flegler who crashed over through no defence for a
try. Joshua Rogers converted. The Broncos extended
their lead in the 12th minute when Tristan Sailor
threw a long ball to the unmarked Jordan Pereira, but
the winger had to stop and turn to catch it before he

stumbled his way to the line and eventually fell over
the line to score. Rogers converted from the sideline.
Melbourne got themselves into the contest in the
18th minute when Jayden Nikorima's grubber into the
Broncos in goal, was pounced on by Grant Anderson.
Ryan Papenhuyzen failed to convert. Just five
minutes later, Nikorima sent a great ball to Anderson
to put him away down the sideline and the winger
looked certain to have scored, but his foot touched
the sideline before got the ball down. Anderson
snapped up an intercept and ran 70 metres to score a
good try in the 33rd minute. Papenhuyzen converted
and the Broncos lead had heen reduced from 12 to 2.
Anderson was again involved just a few minutes later
when he struggled to get his arms free in a tackle,
then he got a great offload away to Sualauvi Faalogo
who got into space, then linked with Papenhuyzen
who headed for the corner before dishing back to

Faalogo who scored a great try. Papenhuyzen failed
to convert from the sideline. At halftime, the Storm
held a narrow 14-12 lead.

The Broncos wasted no time to reclaim the lead in the
second half, when Sailor cleanly caught an attacking
bomb and then flicked a brilliant ball out to Pereira
who scored in the corner. Rogers converted from the
sideline. Rogers landed a penalty goal a few minutes
[ater to give the broncos a 20-14 lead. The Storm hit
back in the 54th minute when Tyran Wishart scooted,
dummied, got into space, drew Sailor and then sent
a hall to Papenhuyzen in support who scores a good
try. Papenhuyzen converted his try to get the scores
|evelled again. Shortly after, a magnificent kick return
by Sailor saw him get out of his own in-goal area and
then produce some glorious broken field running
before eventually being tackled just past halfway

by Reimis Smith, who holds on to the tackle for too
long, resulting in him being sin binned. Rogers kicked
another penalty goal to give the Broncos a 22-20 lead
with 19 minutes remaining in the game. Just over a
minute after Smith returned to the field, he received
a good ball and raced to the corner and just managed
to get to the line for a try, despite the attention of
three defenders. Papenhuyzen nailed the sideline
conversion. In the 72nd minute Faalogo received
the ball on the left side, deep inside the Broncos
half, he drifted left, shaped to pass to his winger, but
then sliced through to score out wide. Papenhuyzen
landed another sideline conversion to give the Storm
a 32-22 lead. Tariq Sims (held up), Bronson Garlick
(dropped ball) and Corey Oates (forward pass) all
were denied tries in the final 8 minutes, closing out a
highly entertaining game. ANDREW FERGUSON

The Sea Eagles show lots of pride in their jersey by
handing the Wests Tigers their second-biggest loss of
the season with a 54-12 win.

The Manly-Warringah Sea Eagles came out firing,
with fullback Tolutau Koula going over for the first
four-pointer of the game in the first minute. It looked
like they were going to go back-to-back through Brad
Parker, however, a dropped ball saw the Wests Tigers
get their first proper use of the ball in the fifth minute.
Not long after, Wests Tigers captain, Api Koroisau, got
the Wests Tigers on the board after aManly knock-on.
Scores were squared at 6 a piece after Api converted
his own try. After some solid end-to-end footy, Manly

was the next to score with Koula getting his double in
the 19th minute thanks to a linebreak and quick play
the ball from the youngest Trbojevic brother. DCE was
able to convert his second to give the Sea Eagles a 12
- 6 lead. Some messy attack and poor ball handling
saw not much happen until the Sea Eagles eventually
extended their lead through winger, Jason Saab, who
ranintwo tries in two minutes. This pushed Manly out
by 14 points with 7 minutes left of the first half, but
they weren' finished with adding to the scoreboard
before the break. In the 40th minute, Ethan Bullemor,
crossed for his first try of the 2023 season, getting
him off the nudie run at the last minute!

Manly started the second half almost as good as

the first, however, Jakob Arthur bounced the ball. It
didn't take long though before Manly were the first
to score through Haumole Olakau‘atu - who had been
in everything up until this point, except for bagging
his own four-pointer. Although he was surrounded by
Wests Tigers jerseys, it didn't look like he had to work
too hard to get the ball down over the line - showing
how poor the Tigers' defence was up to this point in
the game. Between the 5/th and 67th minutes of
the game, Manly ran in four unanswered tries, just
completely toying with the Wests Tigers side. The
first over the line was Milestone Man, Jake Trbojevic,
who was gifted a try by his captain. Five minutes
[ater, winger Ray Tuaimalo-Vaega scored his first for
the night before crowd favourite, Gordon Chan Kum

Tong, added his name to the scoresheet with another
gifted try, this time from Saab. The Manly captain
decided he wasn't going to end the night without
his own try, considering he'd given one to Jurbo, and
crossed in the 67th minute to blow out the score to
54- 6. It was beginning to look like the Tigers weren't
going to get much more of the ball before the final
whistle as Manly were just throwing it around for fun,
but by some miracle, Asu Kepaoa was able to get the
ball down at the end of an acrobatic jump and King
Koroisau absolutely NAILED the sideline conversion.
Unfortunately, it wasn't quite enough and the Tigers
just couldn't get the 42 points they needed in the last
90 seconds! The 2023 season is now over for both
sides, with neither making the top 8. KELLY HOLLIS

The Sydney Roosters have produced slightly better
polish in execution to record a tough victory over
hitter rivals Souths, to keep their finals chances alive
for one more day.

Both sides entered this match knowing that a loss
would end their season immediately, while a win
would keep them in the game, depending onresultsin
2 other games yet to be played. The Roosters opened
the scoring in just the fifth minute of the game when
Sam Walker kicked to the right corner. Alex Johnston
juggled the ball three times, eventually losing it into

the Rabbitohs in-goal and Corey Allan planted it down
for a try. Joseph-Aukuso Suaalii failed to convert the
try. Souths took the lead in the 21st minute when
Cameron Murray stormed onto a short ball, close
to the Roosters line and he burst through a big gap
to score near the posts. Lachlan llias to give Souths
a 2 point lead. Five minutes later, Suaalii landed a
penalty goal to level the scores. Just before the half
time siren sounded, Walker sent a beautiful long ball
out to Fetalaiga Pauga, who dived and scored in the
corner. Suaalii failed to convert from the sideline. The
Roosters held a narrow 10-6 lead at the break.

Six minutes into the second half saw Pauga receive
a lovely ball from Luke Keary, then raced down the
sideline before throwing a poor pass inside to James
Tedesco, who had to stop and turn to catch the ball
before a determined run through the defence saw
him somehow get to the line to score a good try.
Suaalii converted. In the 57th minute, Michael Chee
Kam crashed over hetween two defenders to score.
Ilias converts to get the Rabbitohs back within a try.
Both sides were both determined and ill-disciplined
as they worked to score again and manufacture a
victory in the dying stages of the game. In the 70th
minute it was the Roosters who took the opportunity,
when Campbell Graham missed a tackle on Billy

Smith and the Roosters centre crossed to score.
Suaalii failed to convert, but the Roosters now held
an 8 point lead with just 8 minutes left. Five minutes
before the end of the game, Sam Walker went to the
line, grubbered for himself, then the ball bounced off
the outstretched hand of Jai Arrow and deflected
back into Walker's hands and he dived over to score,
before a brief scuffle ensued. Once the players calmed
down, Suaalii converted. From the restart, Egan
Butcher made a break down the sideline and very
nearly went the distance but was tackled 12 metres
shy of the Rabbitohs line. Neither side managed to
add to their respective scores and at fulltime, the
Roosters were victorious 26-12. ANDREW FERGUSON

The Dolphins won their ninth game of the NRL season
in a 3412 win over New Zealand Warriors in front
of 35438 fans at Brishane Stadium on Saturday
afternoon.

It has been a pass mark first year for the Dolphins
who had plenty of memorable moments along the
way to nine wins. The Dolphins put the game to bed
with a 22-0 first half which was orchestrated by Sean
0'Sullivan. On abright afternoon, the Dolphins looked

to finish on a high. The hosts struck first through
winger Jack Bostock who finished off a quick short
side play with a typical winger finish. The Dolphins
had a few opportunities to double their delight. Tesi
Niu went close but the final pass was forward then
Sean 0'Sullivan scooped it up from dummy-half and
sent it forward. They lacked polish on their sets
which cost them points. Halfback 0'Sullivan took it
upon himself, sold the Warriors defense a dummy
and sliced through to make it 12-0 for the Dolphins.
The hosts were in fine fettle to end the first half.
Another bust started by 0'Sullivan had them in prime

position. Jarrod Wallace produced a superb inside ball
for Isaiya Katoa to dive over. It isn't a Dolphins game
without Jamayne Isaako on the scorelist. Hamiso
Tabuai-Fidow opened up the Warriors defense then
the winger who will by top pointscorer and possibly
try-scorer touched down for a 22-0 lead.

The second half was an arm wrestle for the first 15
minutes. Warriors did get themselves on the board
through Freddy Lussick. The substitute hooker
scooted over from close range. Warriors went back-
to-back and got the crowd back in the contest. Josh

Curran broke through from the kick-off and it was
finished off by Marcelo Montoya who made it 22-10.
The Dolphins absorbed the Warriors best shot and
put the game to bed. Kodi Nikorima weaved around
the defense before he laid one the four-pointer to
Max Plath to get his first ever in the NRL. It has been
a good season for the Dolphins and they signed off in
style. Tesi Niu sliced through the tired Warriors line
and found Kenny Bromwich who enjoyed himself a
four-pointer. JUSTIN DAVIES



The Penrith Panthers secure their third J.). Giltinan
Shield in four years with a try-scoring masterclass
over the North Queensland Cowboys.

It didn't take long for the Premiership favourites to
get on the board with Stephen Crichton going over in
the fifth minute. A metre-chewing break from Sunia
Turuva helped the Panthers gain great field position
before a superb pass from a tripping Jack Cogger saw
Crichton add another four-pointer to his tally. The
next 15 minutes saw a lot of end-to-end football with
both sides even with possession but the Cowboys’
completion dropped to 65%, with a number of errors
including an error from Cohen Hess that saw all of
the momentum that the Cowboys had been building
deflate. In the 22nd minute of the game, Stephen
Crichton showed some incredible aerial skills with
an absolutely phenomenal leap to tap the ball back.
Jack Cogger was in the right place at the right time
and was able to get the ball out to a fast-moving
Sunia Turuva to cross for the Panthers’ second try
in the corner and Cogger’s second try assist of the
night. The kick was from almost the same place as the

first, but this time Nathan Cleary made no mistake
to give the Panthers a 10-point lead. Only a minute
[ater the Cowboys were caught offside and gifted the
Panthers fantastic field position. As we've seen many
times before, handing the Penrith side field position
never ends well and Jack Cogger linked with Liam
Martin for his third try assist of the night, this time
on the other side of the field. The crowd only had to
wait another 5 minutes before the Penrith Panthers
added even more points to their tally. Another error
from the Cowhoys gave the Panthers the scrum feed
inside the Cowboy’s territory and it didn't take long
for Nathan Cleary to get his first try assist, sending
his winger Brian To'o over in the corner. Too didn't
have it easy though, literally carrying three Cowhoys
across the line with him. Cleary’s first attempt at goal
from the other side of the field was waved away and
the score was 20 - 0 after 34 minutes. The Mountain
Men weren't ready to go into half-time and when Kyle
Feldt tackled Sunia Turuva in the air, the Panthers
were once again given a full set on their 10-metre line.
After his first attempt to get across cross the line was
denied by the Cowboys' defence, young hooker, Luke
Sommerton, scored his first NRL try in his second

game with a superb scoot from dummy half. Cleary
didn't miss from almost right in front sending the
Penrith side into the sheds with a 26 - 0 lead.

The second half started very differently to the first
with the Cowboys scoring two quick tries to bring the
score to 26 - 12 after 50 minutes. Their first try came
through Griffin Neame and their second from Zac
Laybutt. Inthe lead-up to the second try, almost every
player in the team touched the ball - twice - as they
went coast-to-coast and back again before Laybutt
broke the line and got the ball down. Drinkwater
converted hoth of the tries to help reduce the deficit
they were chasing. It was as if the two sides switched
during the break because the Cowboys were
throwing everything at the Panthers and the Penrith
side seemed to lack the same spark that they had in
the opening 40 minutes. Unfortunately, it wasn't long
before more poor handling from the Cowboys saw
the Panthers get the ball back and throw a lot at the
Cowboys' line defence. The defence could only hold on
for so long hefore we saw Sunia Turuva flirt with the
sideline hefore fending off Kyle Feldt for his second
try of the game. The Panthers were almost awarded

a penalty try when Reece Robson grabbed at Dylan
Edward's jersey while he was attempting to score,
but the fact that Kyle Feldt was in close proximity
meant that it was only a professional foul and Robson
missed 10 out of the last 13 minutes of the game. It
didn't take long for the Panthers to take advantage of
having an extra man when Nathan Cleary reached out
and planted the ball. The referee sent it up as anotry,
but the Bunker was happy that the ball both touched
the line and wasn't lost, so Cleary was able to add his
own try to the growing tally as well as converting it
to restore the Panthers’ 26-point lead. The Panthers
weren't finished with the points when Crichton
intercepted the ball 20 metres out from their line
and saw the side run the whole length of the field on
azerotackle. At the end of the Crichton run, it was the
lovely hands from Dylan Edwards that sent his winger
through as Brian To'o strolled across for his second try
of the night. By this point in the game, Sweet Caroline
was ringing out across the stadium and the Mexican
wave made it through at least 5 rounds! The Panthers
crowd were enjoying every minute of what their team
was putting on. KELLY HOLLIS

Newcastle winger Dominic Young has produced a pair
of extraordinary acrobatic tries in the final 5 minutes
of the game to give the Knights a comfortable 20
point victory over a mostly determined but non-
threatening Dragons outfit.

The Knights wasted almost no time, (115 seconds
to be precise) before they got on the board, when
Jacob Saifiti spun out of a tackle close to the Dragons
line, and then strolled over to score a far too easy
try. Lachlan Miller converted from almost in front.
They extended their lead further in the 7th minute
when Tyson Gamble skipped out of a feeble tackle

effort, ran 35 metres before passes inside to Enari
Tuala in support, who raced away to score under the
posts. Miller converted again. After 9 minutes the
Knights had a 12-0 lead. To the Dragons credit, they
smartened up and were rewarded in the 17th minute
when Ben Hunt performed a chip and chase, then
regathered and scored a glorious solo try. Zac Lomax
converted from in front. The Knights replied in the
32nd minute when Greg Marzhew steamrolled over
the top of Mikaele Ravalawa and scored a powerful
try. Miller failed to convert from the sideline. At
halftime the Knights had a 16-6 lead.

The second half started much like the first, with
the Knights crossing within the first few minutes,

this time where Faamanu Brown was tackled low,
close to the Dragons line and he fell forwards and
gets the ball down on the line for a strong try. Miller
converted from almost in front. In the 66th minute, it
[ooked like Gamble had scored a brilliant solo try. He
shaped to kick on the last, then ran before putting in
a chip which Riley Jones regathered and passed back
to Gamble all in one motion as he was tackled by the
defender. Gamble then raced 40 metres to score. The
Bunker then ruled that Jones was narrowly in front
of Gamble when he kicked the ball. No try. In just
over a minute later, the Bunker was again called
upon to review another try, this time at the other
end of the field. Ravalawa somehow grounded the
ball while tackled in the air over the sideline. Lomax

converted from the sideline to reduce the margin to
10. Shortly after, Miller was sin binned for tackling
a player without the ball and three minutes later,
Blake Lawrie was also binned for the same reason.
Gamble slotted a penalty goal. In the 75th minute
Dominic Young scored the first of two spectacular
tries. His first saw him hit by Suli, who slinged him
upside down, yet Young still managed to stretch out
and plant the ball in a remarkable effort. Gamble
failed to convert from the sideline. Three minutes
[ater he scored again, this time, the tackle saw him
flying feet first over the sideline, yet he still managed
to get the ball down for a try. Miller failed to convert
from the sideline, but the Knights had done enough to
run away with a 32-12 victory. ANDREW FERGUSON

Kieran Foran scores first career hat-rick as Gold
Coast defeat Canterbury 34-30 in a sloppy Sunday
afternoon affair at Chus Super Stadium.

The Gold Coast Titans didn't play their best footy on
Sunday afternoon at home but they still did enough
to beat Bulldogs. Both sides struggled mightily with
their handling and defence but enough moments of

individual brilliance got the job done for the Titans.
Kieran Foran scored the first two tries of the match
slicing open the Bulldogs defence with a couple of
solo runs. The Bulldogs hit back with a strong solo
effort by Josh Addo-Carr in the 33rd minute where
he made a break in his own half and then beat some
lacklustre cover defence to go over and score. AJ
Brimson hit back almost immediately in the 37th
minute following up some second phase play and
heating the fullback nicely to score.

Foran added his third try in the 53rd minute again
another strong show and go to barge over. Foran had
five career doubles up to date but this was the first
time he has ever crossed for three tries in a match.
Not to be outdone, Addo-Carr added his second
and third in the 60th and 71st minute. His third try
was a great counter attack as Hayze Perham made
a break off the kick return and then chipped for
Addo-Carr who juggled the ball off the bounce before
regathering to score. Both teams made a plethora of

errors throughout the game, maybe an early peak
behind the curtain into what they will be training
to fix this offseason. The Bulldogs finished with 14
errors and 47 missed tackles while the Titans had 12
errors and 36 missed tackles. The flowing stream of
errors led to plenty of points that would have kept
the fans in attendance happy. The Titans finish their
season on 9 wins and 14th on the ladder while the
Bulldogs will finish 15th. NICK BOYS

The Cronulla Sharks have secured a home final with
a 24-6 victory over the Canberra Raiders 24-6 in a
match which saw Sebastian Kris sent from the field
for a dangerous tackle.

The Sharks held a 10-6 lead approaching the hour
mark when the Raiders outside back was sent from
the field for a dangerous tackle on Sione Katoa; the
home side, buoyed by their extra man advantage,
finished strongly with three late tries to the delight
of 12,750 supporters in Wade Graham's final regular

84

season appearance at home. Jordan Rapana (4th
minute) gave the visitors a dream start by outleaping
his opposite number Connor Tracey for a try in his
200th NRL game; the 34-year-old outside back
became the fourth player alongside Brett Mullins,
Jason Croker and Jarrod Croker to score 100 tries
for Canberra in first grade. Making the most of field
position afforded by a successful challenge, the
Sharks responded with Jesse Ramien (15th minute)
finishing off a right-side shift close to the sideline.
In a closely fought opening which saw both sides
struggle to gain ascendancy, the visitors came closest
to adding to the scoreboard with Rapana and Zac

Woolford denied by the barest of margins, while a
wayward field goal attempt from Matt Frawley as the
siren sounded saw the Raiders take a 6-4 lead to the
sheds.

Striking a crucial blow following a powerhouse set
whish saw Cronulla players dominate through the
middle of the field, an inside pass from Nicho Hynes
allowed Jack Williams (53rd minute) to put the home
side in front for the first time. With the match poised
to go either way heading into the final quarter, a
dangerous tackle from Kris on Katoa saw the Canberra
winger sent from the field and the Raiders hopes of

hosting a home final evaporate. Taking immediate
advantage with Braydon Trindall (60th minute)
touching down underneath the posts, the Sharks
guaranteed a home final when Ronaldo Mulitalo
(63rd minute) touched down out wide. A late try to
Katoa (71st minute) saw the Sharks run out winners
to give captain Wade Graham one final appearance at
PointsBet Stadium next weekend before retirement.
Next week, the Sharks will host the Roosters at home
in an Elimination Final on Saturday evening, while
the Raiders will face the Knights at Newcastle in an
Elimination Final on Sunday afternoon. ROB CROSBY



ROUND 27 RESULTS

MELBOURNE 32 (G. Anderson 2, S. Faalogo 2, R. Papenhuyzen, R.
Smith tries; R. Papenhuyzen 4 goals) DEFEATED BRISBANE 22 ().
Pereira2, T Flegler tries; . Rogers 5 goals) AT SUNCORP STADIUM.
Date: Thu, 31st August. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Melbourne 14-
12. Penalties: Brishane 5-4. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd: 43,271.
BRISBANE: Sailor, Qates, Arthars, Hoeter, Pereira; Rogers,
Madden; Flegler (C), Smoothy, Jensen, Piakura, Riki, Palasia. Int:
Mozer, Paix, Willison, Taupau.

MELBOURNE: Papenhuyzen (C), Anderson, Olam, Tonumaipea,
Smith; Nikorima, Wishart; Sims, Garlick, Moeroa, Lewis, Howarth,
King. Int: Faalogo, MacDonald, Pene, Chan.

MANLY 54 T. Koula 2, ). Saab 2, E. Bullemor, G. Chan Kum Tong, D.
Cherry-Evans, H. Olakau'atu, J. Trbojevic, R. Tuaimalo Vaega tries;
D. Cherry-Evans 7 goals) DEFEATED WESTS TIGERS 12 (A. Kepaoa,
A. Koroisau tries; A. Koroisau 2 goals) AT 4 PINES PARK.

Date: Fri, st September. Kickoff: 6:00 PM. Halftime: Manly 26-
6. Penalties: Wests Tigers 5-4. Referee: Belinda Sharpe. Crowd:
16,503.

MANLY: Koula, Saab, Parker, Harper, Tuaimalo Vaega; Arthur,
Cherry-Evans (C); Sipley, Croker, Keppie, Olakau'atu, Trbojevic,
Trbojevic. Int: Chan Kum Tong, Matterson, Woods, Bullemor.
WESTS TIGERS: Bula, Kepaoa, Reilly, Feledy, Tupou; Laurie,
Koroisau (C); Twal, Simpkin, Klemmer, Papali'i, Blore, Pole. Int:
Matamua, Laulilii, Seyfarth, Da Silva.

SYDNEY 26 (C. Allan, J. Pauga, B. Smith, . Tedesco, S. Walker tries;
J. Sua'ali'i 3 goals) DEFEATED SOUTHS 12 (M. Chee-Kam, C. Murray
tries; L. llias 2 goals) AT ACCOR STADIUM.

Date: Fri, 1t September. Kickoff: 8:00 PM. Halftime: Sydney 10-6.
Penalties: Sydney 6-5. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 36,263.
SOUTHS: Taaffe, Johnston, Tass, Graham, Thompson; Walker, llias;
Tatola, Cook, Mitchell, Koloamatangi, Chee-Kam, Murray (C). Int:
Arrow, Duncan, Sele, Moale.

SYDNEY: Tedesco (C), Pauga, Smith, Allan, Sua'ali'i; Keary, Walker;
Butcher, Smith, Collins, Wong, Butcher, Radley. Int: Baker, Smith,
May, Crichton.

DOLPHINS 34 (). Bostock, K. Bromwich, J. Isaako, . Katoa, S.
0'Sullivan, M. Plath tries; . Isaako 5 goals) DEFEATED WARRIORS
10 (F. Lussick, M. Montoya tries; A. Pompey goal) AT SUNCORP
STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 2nd September. Kickoff: 3:00 PM. Halftime: Dolphins 22-
0. Penalties: Dolphins 5-2. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 35,438.
DOLPHINS: Tabuai-Fidow, Isaako, Niu, Te Whare, Bostock;
Nikorima, 0'Sullivan; Bromwich (C), Graham, Nicholls, Kaufusi,
Lemuelu, Bromwich. Int: Wallace, Katoa, Plath, Eseese.
WARRIORS: Tuaupiki, Kosi, Berry, Pompey, Montoya; Martin,
Vlolkman; Afoa, Lussick, Barnett, Curran, Niukore, Walker (C). Int:
Sironen, Ale, Going, Roache.

PENRITH 44 (B.Too 2, S. Turuva 2, N. Cleary, S. Crichton, L. Martin,
L. Sommerton tries; N. Cleary 6 goals) DEFEATED NORTH QLD 12
(Z. Laybutt, G. Neame tries; S. Drinkwater 2 goals) AT BLUEBET
STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 2nd September. Kickoff: 5:30 PM. Halftime: Penrith 26-
0. Penalties: Penrith 7-4. Referee: Todd Smith. Crowd: 21,525.
PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago, Crichton, To; Cogger, Cleary
(C); Leota, Sommerton, Fisher-Harris, Garner, Martin, Yeo. Int;
Peachey, Smith, Leniu, Hosking.

NORTH QLD: Drinkwater, Feldt, Laybutt, Hiku, Taulagi; Dearden,
Townsend (C); McLean, Robson, Hess, Leilua, Luki, Cotter. Int:
Taumalolo, Granville, Neame, Finefeuiaki.

NEWCASTLE 32 (D. Young 2, F. Brown, G. Marzhew, J. Saifiti, E.
Tuala tries; L. Miller 3, T. Gamble goals) DEFEATED ST GEORGE
ILLAWARRA 12 (B. Hunt, M. Ravalawa tries; Z. Lomax 2 goals) AT
NETSTRATA JUBILEE STADIUM.

Date: Sat, 2nd September. Kickoff: 7:35 PM. Halftime: Newcastle
16-6. Penalties: St George Illawarra 5-3. Referee: Ben Cummins.
Crowd: 10,137.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA: Sloan, Feagai, Suli, Lomax, Ravalawa;
Amone, Hunt (C); Molo, Muhleisen, Lawrie, Burns, Russell, De
Belin. Int: Liddle, Molo, Murdoch-Masila, Couchman.
NEWCASTLE: Miller, Young, Tuala, Best, Marzhew; Gamble, Clune;
Saffiti (C), Brown, Hetherington, Lucas, Jones, Elliott. Int: Jones,
Saifiti, Croker, Keeley.

GOLD COAST 34 (K. Foran 3, A. Brimson, A. Khan-Pereira, K.
Leeming tries; A. Schoupp 5 goals) DEFEATED CANTERBURY 30 ().
Addo-Carr 3, K. Morrin, B. Wilson tries; M. Burton 5 goals) AT CBUS
SUPER STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 3rd September. Kickoff: 2:00 PM. Halftime: Gold Coast
18-6. Penalties: Gold Coast 3-2. Referee: Kasey Badger. Crowd:
14,942.

GOLD COAST: Kini, Khan-Pereira, Kelly, Brimson, Schoupp; Foran,
Weaver; Fotuaika, Leeming, Stimson, Fifita, Haas, Fa'asuamaleaui
(C). Int: Jolliffe, Alick, Fa'asuamaleaui, Vuna.

CANTERBURY: Perham, Wilson, Averillo, Alamoti, Addo-Carr;
Burton (C), Sexton; Thompson, Mahoney (C), Knight, Kikau,
Waddell, Sutton. Int: King, Flanagan, Morrin, Okunbor.

CRONULLA 24 (S. Katoa, R. Mulitalo, ). Ramien, B. Trindall, ).
Williams tries; B. Trindall 2 goals) DEFEATED CANBERRA 6 ().
Rapana try; ). Fogarty goal) AT POINTSBET STADIUM.

Date: Sun, 3rd September. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Canberra
6-4. Penalties: Cronulla 6-3. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 12,750.
CRONULLA: Tracey, Katoa, Ramien, Talakai, Mulitalo; Trindall,
Hynes; Rudolf, Brailey, Hamlin-Uele, Nikora, Graham (C), McInnes.
Int: Williams, Hunt, Hazelton, Kaufusi.

CANBERRA: Rapana, Kris, Wighton, Timoko, Cotric; Frawley,
Fogarty; Mariota, Woolford, Tapine, Young, Whitehead (C), Puru.
Int: Guler, Starling, Saulo, Mooney.

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

Brendan Piakura (Brishane) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1000
Brendan Piakura (Brishane) Grade 1 Dangerous Contact: $1000
Brendan Piakura (Brishane) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1000
Fletcher Baker (Sydney) Grade 1 Dangerous Throw: $1000
Adam Elliott (Newcastle) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $3000
Paul Alamoti (Canterbury) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1000
Sebastian Kris (Canberra) Grade 3 Dangerous Throw: 5 matches

LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM PLAYER OF THE YEAR

LEADERBOARD
37 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

29 POINTS
Kalyn Ponga (Knights)

27POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

25POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Reece Walsh (Broncos)

22 POINTS
Nathan Cleary (Panthers), Adam Reynolds (Broncos)

21POINTS
Payne Haas (Broncos), James Tedesco (Roosters)

20 POINTS
Daly Cherry-Evans (Sea Eagles)
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Home Away Overall Stats
Pos Team PWLlODTFAPPWTLTUDTFAPZPW L D Be F A Pts PD FPG APG
1. PENRITH PANTHERS 2 9 3 - 3$4149185 12 9 3 3M 163 148 24 18 6 3 645 312 42 +333 2688 13.00
2. BRISBANE BRONCOS 2 7 5 - 306298 1 11 1 33326127 24 18 6 3 639 425 42 +214 2663 1771
3. MELBOURNE STORM 29 3 - 3H519% 159 12 7 5 72263 9 24 16 8 3 627 459 38 +168 2613 1913
4. WARRIORS 2 8 4 - 28419 4 1 8 4 338 254 84 24 16 8 3 572 448 38 +124 2383 1867
5. NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS 9 3 - 346 2013% 12 5 6 1 280241 39 24 14 9 1 3 626 451 35 +175 26.08 18.79
6. CRONULLA-SUTHERLAND SHARKS 2 7 5 - B427 4 127 5 265290 5 24 14 10 3 619 497 34 +122 2579 2071
7. SYDNEY ROOSTERS 2 8 4 - 542816 12 5 7 28 258 40 24 13 1l 3 472 496 32 -24 1967 2067
8. CANBERRARAIDERS 2 7 5 - 2493348 12 6 6 27 269 52 224 13 1 3 486 623 32 37 2025 2596
9. SOUTH SYDNEY RABBITOHS 2 4 8 27 286 69 12 8 4 M9 128 24 12 12 3 564 505 30 +59 2350 21.04
10.  PARRAMATTAEELS 2 7 5 - M 125 7 3 036 4 U 12 12 3 587 574 30 +13 2446 2392
1. NORTH QUEENSLAND COWBOYS 2 8 4 - 3332478 12 4 8 AW %5 8 U 12 12 3 546 542 30 +4 2275 2258
12 MANLY-WARRINGAH SEA EAGLES 2 6 5 1 295235 1 5 7 - 50246 24 1 12 1 3 54559 29 +6 22711 2246
13 DOLPHINS 2 5 7 - 5029 44 12 4 8 - 20337 61 24 9 15 3 520 631 24 11 2167 2629
14. GOLD COAST TITANS 2 6 6 - 29334754 12 3 9 - 2430672 24 9 1 3 527 653 24 26 2196 272
15. CANTERBURY-BANKSTOWN BULLDOGS 2 4 8 - 2224038 12 3 9 26 366 450 24 7 17 3 438 769 20 -331 1825 3204
16.  STGEORGE ILLAWARRA DRAGONS 1?7 5 7 204 332 58 12 12 - 2003 41 24 5 19 3 44 613 16 199 1975 28.04
17, WESTSTIGERS 23 9 - 4528 4 12 1 1 140 386 -246 24 4 20 3 385 675 14 -290 16.04 2813
2023 NRL STATS LEADERS
TRIES POINTS GOALS
RANK PLAYER TEAM PL T RANK PLAYER TEMM PL T G FG PTS RANK PLAYER TEAM PL G AT % GPG
1 Dominic YOUNG NEW 25 25 1 Jamayne ISAAKO oL 24 24 13 2 14 1 Adam REYNOLDS BRI 23 94 115 82% Ai
2 Jamayne ISAAKD oL 24 2 2 Nick MEANEY MEL 25 10 91 22 2 Nick MEANEY MEL 25 91 16 78% 36
3 Dallin WATENE-ZELEZNIAK WAR 20 24 3 Nathan CLEARY PEN 22 8 8 6 26 3 Nathan CLEARY PEN 22 89 106 84% 40
4 Greg MARZHEW NEW 22 22 4 Adam REYNOLDS BRI 23 5 94 4 2 4 Nicho HYNES (RO 21 83 105 79% 40
5 Alex JOHNSTON S0 23 A 5 Nicho HYNES (RO 205 8 1 18 5 Jamayne ISAAKD oL 24 73 101 72% 30
6 Ronaldo MULITALO (RO 23 2 6 Shaun JOHNSON WAR 25 8 7 2 106 6 Shaun JOHNSON WAR 25 71 89 80% 28
7 Mikaele RAVALAWA S 21 2 7 Reuben GARRICK MAN 21 12 63 174 7 Tanah BOYD GLD 21 63 8 80% 33
8 BrianT00 PEN 23 2 8 Valentine HOLMES NOL 18 8 68 2 170 8 Mitchell MOSES PAR 19 69 8 79% 36
9 SelwynCOBBO BRI 24 20 9 Mitchell MOSES PAR 19 7 63 3 169 9 Valentine HOLMES NOL 18 68 82 83% 38
10 AlofianaKHAN-PEREIRA ~ GLD 23 20 10 Tanah BOYD GLb 20 2 63 1 W 10 Reuben GARRICK MAN 21 63 83 76% 30
11 Maika SIVO PAR 20 20 1 Latrell MITCHELL U 1 9 5 1 143 11 Matt BURTON By 23 60 71 8% 26
12 Clinton GUTHERSON PAR 23 19 12 ZacLOMAX el 7 5 142 12 Jarrod CROKER CAN 15 59 68 87% 39
13 EzraMAM BRI 25 18 13 Matt BURTON By 23 4 60 2 138 13 ZacLOMAX el 20 57 83 69% 29
14 Will WARBRICK MEL 25 17 14 Jarrod CROKER (N 15 3 59 130 14 Latrell MITCHELL SOU 16 53 73 T3k 33
15 Xavier COATES MEL 21 16 15 Kalyn PONGA NEW 20 9 46 128 15 Kalyn PONGA NEW 20 46 60 T7% 23
16 Campbell GRAHAM U 21 16 16 Joseph-Aukuso SUAALIT  SYD 21 8 46 124 16 Joseph-Aukuso SUAALI'T SYD 21 46 59 8% 22
17 Stephen CRICHTON PEN 24 15 17 Clinton GUTHERSON PAR 23 19 16 108 17 Jamal FOGARTY CAN 24 28 32 88% 12
18 Hamiso TABUAIFIDOW ~ DOL 20 15 18 Stephen CRICHTON PEN 24 15 2 102 18 Brandon WAKEHAM WST 15 27 33 82% 18
19 Herhie FARNWORTH BRI 26 15 19 Dominic YOUNG NEW 25 25 100 19 Lachlan MILLER NEW 12 26 37 0% 22



EVERY NRL PLAVER T0 HAVE PLAYED 250+ MATCHES 1908-2023

PLAYER

Cameron SMITH
Cooper CRONK
Darren LOCKYER
Terry LAMB

Steve MENZIES

Paul GALLEN

Corey PARKER

Benji MARSHALL
Chris HEIGHINGTON
Darius BOYD

Brad FITTLER

John SUTTON

Cliff LYONS

Adam BLAIR

Nathan HINDMARSH
Andrew ETTINGSHAUSEN
Geoff GERARD

Ryan HOFFMAN

Josh MORRIS

Luke LEWIS

Gavin COOPER
Johnathan THURSTON
Billy SLATER

Jason CROKER

EL MASRI Hazem
Aiden TOLMAN

Jesse BROMWICH
Luke PRIDDIS

Paul LANGMACK
Brent KITE

Steve PRICE

Ben HUNT

Ruben WIKI

Petero CIVONICEVA
Andrew McCULLOUGH
Mitchell PEARCE
James TAMOU

Jarrod CROKER

Brett KIMMORLEY
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PL
430
n
3%
350
39
348
37
346
338
37
336
336
332
3
330
328
3
325
325
3%
33
33
319
318
31
31
316
315
314
33
33
312
3
309
309
309
308
307
307
306
305
304
303
303
302
301
301
300

Al
3
80
1/
5
36

a
136
82
68
85
40
10
3
139
63
40
4

1295

i

386

586
46

923

891

30

915
196

m

FG
4
Al
Al
4

%

PTS
2786
435
1191
1442
2
251
1328
1232
168
348
526
259
313
%
u2
666
151
290
632
488
322
22
760
482
2418
b4
132
252
172
84
140
381
288
100
it
319
108
2314
73
mn
708
162
320
292
957
252
162
Pl

PLAYER
Scott PRINCE
Michael JENNINGS

Jared WAEREA-HARGREAVES

Wade GRAHAM
Jamie LYON

Willie MASON
Andrew RYAN
Kevin WALTERS
Darren SMITH

Des HASLER
Braith ANASTA
Issac LUKE

Bob O'REILLY
Geoff TOOVEY
Greg FLORIMO
Alex GLENN

Kevin PROCTOR
Kieran FORAN
Robbie KEARNS
Josh PAPALII

Luke PATTEN
Shaun KENNY-DOWALL
Nathan FIEN
Ashley HARRISON
Brett MORRIS
Jason TAYLOR
Owen CUNNINGHAM
Mario FENECH
Matt SING
Michael HANCOCK
Adam REYNOLDS
Michael ENNIS
Ben HORNBY
Steve MORTIMER
Steve WALTERS
Phil BLAKE

Matt BOWEN

Ben CREAGH

Brett FINCH

an SCHUBERT
Luke BAILEY
Craig COLEMAN
Dane GAGAI

Matt GEYER
Matthew SCOTT
Preston CAMPBELL
Aaron WOODS
Jason NIGHTINGALE

PL
300
298
298
297
294
292
21
21
250
289
288
286
286
286
285
285
283
282
2682
2682
2682
a1
26
26
26
26
25
25
25
274
274
3
3
3
il
210
210
210
210
20
269
268
268
268
268
267
267
266

2=

3
62
100
139
I

389

3

122
205

942

1015
110

3

126

105

219

FG

3%

P1S
1054
b16
b4
202
1550
192
214
296
462
33
614
610

140
2%
232
166
5
128
248
400
562
168
24
704
207
96
88
636
484
2254
365
262
210
196
574
597
216
78
450
80
128
332
662
76
903
72
440

PLAVER

Greg ALEXANDER
John CROSS

Brett KENNY
Jacob LILLYMAN
Luke BURT

Jake FRIEND
Stephen KEARNEY
Michael BUETTNER
Luke DOUGLAS
Craig FITZGIBBON
Bob FULTON

Greg INGLIS

Alan THOMPSON
Simon WOOLFORD
Colin BEST
Michael GORDON
Stacey JONES

Bill HAMILTON
Nathan CAYLESS
Josh McGUIRE
John McMARTIN
Mark MINICHIELLO
Todd PAYTEN
David GILLESPIE
Allan LANGER

Ray PRICE

Danny BUDERUS
Ron COOTE

David PEACHEY
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Frank PRITCHARD
Craig WING

Paul DUNN
Andrew GEE
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Shane WEBCKE
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The Brishane Broncos have swept into their first
Preliminary Final since 2017 after thrashing
the Storm 26-0 in front of a sold-out Suncorp
Stadium tonight.

Kevin Walters' men were simply clinical, as they
raced in four unanswered tries and importantly
keeping the Storm to nil to send out a message
to the competition that not only is their attack
slick but their defence is also resolute enough
to lift the Provan-Summons trophy on the first
Sunday in October. Brishane’s big guns all came
to the fore this evening, with the up-front fire
power of Patrick Carrigan, Tom Flegler and
Payne Haas laying the platform to allow Adam
Reynolds and Reece Walsh to wreak havoc
in the second half and get their side one step

The Penrith Panthers are 80 minutes away
from the opportunity to defend their title after
punishing an error-prone New Zealand Warriors
with a 32-6 victory on Saturday afternoon.

Getting out to an early lead and making the
most of repeated opportunities to use the ball
in attack, the defending premiers confirmed
a place in the preliminary final for the fourth
consecutive season to the delight of a sold-out
crowd. Posting an eighth consecutive victory
against their opponents, the reigning premiers

A late Sam Walker field-goal has secured one
of the bravest finals victories in the Roosters’
proud history, eliminating the Cronulla Sharks
by 13-12 at PointsBet Stadium.

It was a frantic start from the home side,
despite a defensive stronghold in the first
minute. Ronaldo Mulitalo spilled the kick and
were under immediate pressure. However, they
held firm with Joey Manu denied thanks to an
obstruction ruling with Siua Wong taking out
Braydon Trindall. Cronulla had their own early
chance off a Roosters error with Cam Mclnnes
denied by the man upstairs. Despite an early
too and frow start. Cronulla camped down the
Roosters end and after a four minute extended
run at the Roosters line, Nicho Hynes turned

closer to the big dance Melbourne had one of
the worst nights in their history, failing to fire
a shot in a clunky display from the renowned
high performing and disciplined club. The loss
was made so much worse with a catastrophic
compound fracture to Ryan Papenhuyzen and a
potential serious ankle injury to Xavier Coates
whowill be in doubt for next week’s elimination
final. Despite their vast finals experience, it was
the Storm who started nervously producing
two handling errors to give the home side an
excellent opportunity to open their account.
Brishane cashed in through blockbusting centre
Kotoni Staggs, who charged through four Storm
defenders to power over the try line and bring
the home fans to their feet. Adam Reynolds
converted and it was 6-0. The game was being
played at a frenetic semi-final pace, with quick
play the balls and ferocious defence from both
sides. Melbourne then looked to have hit back
when the Broncos defence played a dangerous
game by rushing Cameron Munster close to the

were well served by their biggest names with
captain Nathan Cleary producing a personal
tally of 16 points. The home side wasted
little time in asserting their dominance with
Brian Tolo (4th minute) finishing off an early
opportunity provided after Marcelo Montoya
dropped a bomb inside his own half. Surviving
a scare moments later when stand-in halfback
Dylan Walker was denied a try in response due
to Adam Pompey obstructing Luke Garner in
the lead up, the Panthers made their opponents
pay for further errors with Cleary sending Liam
Martin (20th minute) into space to establish a
double-digit lead. Continuing the one-way flow
of points after a poor last-tackle kick from Tohu

provider with a lovely cut-out pass to Sione
Katoa to cross. Trindall did however miss a
relatively easy shot at goal, the score remained
at 4-0. More territory came for the home side
and points came. Sam Walker took Trindall
high and after the disaster of the first kick
from him, he gave the penalty shot to Hynes
who converted for 6-0. The rest of the first half
saw the Roosters have some attacking chances,
but due to some sheer bad luck and attacking
incompetence. They remained on a duck egg
for the remainder of the first half despite some
defensive resilience.

It would become a hard task in the second
half with Joey Suaalii failing his HIA and not
returning forcing a reshuffle. Billy Smith was
hit high by Tom Hazleton and the big cult hero
was placed on-report. On the ensuing set, Terrell
May made his presence felt drawing multiple

line. Munster then stepped off his left foot and
flung a long pass to Xavier Coates who looked
as though he had muscled his way over the line.
However replays showed the Storm winger
lost possession in the grounding of the ball
and it was ruled no try. Brishane continued to
build pressure nearing halftime through a neat
Billy Walters kick that saw the home side earn
a repeat set. However, the Storm got things
wrong when Ryan Papenhuyzen put the dropout
over the sideline on the full and Brishane took
the gift two points on offer through Reynolds to
extend their lead to 8-0.

Following the break, hometown hero Reece
Walsh made his presence known when received
the ball in some space. The dynamic fullback
then sliced through three Storm defenders to
blow the roof off Suncorp Stadium and give
his side a 14-0 lead following the conversion.
Brishane then made it back-to-hack tries,
with this time Walsh holding up the ball for

Harris was compounded by Rocco Berry's failed
intercept attempt, a left-side shift saw Sunia
Turuva (27th minute) dive over for his tenth try
of the season. The Warriors managed to repel
several sets in succession on their own line late
in the half, however a penalty goal to Cleary as
the siren sounded saw the Panthers take a 20-0
halftime lead.

Needing to be first to score to have any
chance of mounting a comeback, the Warriors
weathered pressure after the resumption and
were rewarded with Penrith alumni Wayde
Egan (56th minute) supporting a long-range
break by Dallin Watene-Zelezniak. Securing the

defenders across before finding Walker who
got a rainbow pass out to Manu to cross for
the tri-colours. Worst luck would continue
for the visitors with Manu leaving the field
shortly after with a hamstring injury. This was
compounded when Braydon Trindall sprinted
away after a poor last tackle kick. Tedesco was
guilty of a professional foul and sent to the
sin-bin by referee Gerard Sutton on the advice
of touch-judge Wyatt Raymond. Their was all
of a sudden a distinct lack of troops and lack
of positional familiarity for the Roosters. This
saw Sandon Smith revert to full-back where he
played a handful of NSW Cup matches. Cronulla
capitalised, quick hands down the left saw
Hynes combine with Mulitalo down the left hand
side and it looked as if the Sharks were going to
run away with it. However, the tenacious and
gritty Roosters hung in there, despite several
try-scoring chances which would prove costly,

his backrower Jordan Riki who steamed onto
the ball to slide over the try line and give the
Broncos a commanding lead. The nightmare
evening got even worse for Melbourne with an
ankle injury to Xavier Coates which then was
further compounded when Ryan Papenhuyzen
then went down with a compound fracture to
his lower leg in just his third NRL game after
returning from a serious knee injury after 14
months on the sideline. Brishane then went into
party mode moments later, as Selwyn Cobbo
raced over to score a late try following a superb
pass from Adam Reynolds. Reynolds converted
to send the Broncos into the preliminary final
with a dominant 26-0 win ending the Storm's
14-year hoodoo over the home side at Suncorp
Stadium. Brishane now enjoy the week off
and are just one win away from a Grand Final.
Melbourne will now return south of the border
where they will host the winner of the Sharks
vs Roosters game in an Elimination Final next
week. SAM BOURKE

result after an inconclusive captain's challenge
gave the Panthers an attacking scrum 30 metres
out from the try line, Turuva (62nd minute)
finished off a left-side sweep hefore Cleary
(72nd minute) did it all himself with a solo
effort. The 32-6 result - a record margin in finals
foothall for Penrith - was the third time the
Panthers prevailed over the Warriors in finals
football following victories in 2003 and 2018.
Next week, the Warriors will return to New
Zealand to host the winner of the Elimination
Final between the Knights and Raiders, while
the Panthers will rest up ahead of a Preliminary
Final. ROB CROSBY

especially a knock on by Blayke Brailey. They
only conceded a further penalty goal when
Nat Butcher picked up a ball batted down in
an offside position. The decision to go for goal
will be talked about all off-season for the Sharks
faithful and coaching staff. The Roosters hung in
the contest and were rewarded when Sandon
Smith put in a grubber which was played at by
the Sharks. The loose ball went straight to Siua
Wong who crashed over to score for the visitors.
Billy Smith landed the goal, and we were into a
field-goal shoot-out. Following a set after points
which was perfect, Walker delivered the dagger
to give the Roosters their first lead of the night.
Hynes had two attempts which were charged
down and the Roosters wound down the clock
to secure a trip to Melbourne next weekend. AJ
LUCANTONIO



It took them a full 90 minutes but the Newcastle
Knights have extended their winning streak to
10inarow and booked themselves a trip to New
Zealand as they pick up a 30-28 extra time win
over the Canberra Raiders.

The home side started the game strongly
and had early dominance but they could only
manage one the one four pointer and that
came inside the first five minutes when the
Knights found their groove on the left with Greg
Marzhew going over in the corner. Despite being
dominated, the Raiders had an Ata Mariota
effort denied by the bunker who couldn't
overturn the live Held Up ruling from Ashley
Klein. That didn't stop the Raiders though and
it was an error from the Knights that gifted
the Green Machine possession and they took
advantage of their overlap with James Schiller

Date: Fri, 8th September. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Brishane 8-0.
Penalties: Brisbane 10-5. Referee: Grant Atkins. Crowd: 50,197.

going into score. The Raiders added a second
try when the Knights couldn't regather a short
dropout and Trey Mooney forced his way to the
ling and got the ball down to score. The third
Raiders try came again through James Schiller
when yet another Newcastle error gifted
Canberra field position and they took advantage
out wide. Jamal Fogarty added a conversion
from the sideline to push the Green Machine out
toa 16-6 lead at half time.

Newcastle needed to find something in the
second half and Jack Wighton gave them the
fire when the Raiders star allegedly bit Tyson
Gamble much to the furore of the Knights and
the crowd. The referees took their time as
Adam Gee in the bunker couldn't determine
conclusively that there was a definite bite so
the incident went on report as procedures state
it should do. The Knights were fired up as Kalyn
Ponga left his mark on the game as he got the
ball and ran straight to the ling and got the ball

Date: Sat, 9th September. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Cronulla 6-0.
Penalties: Cronulla 6-4. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 12,570.

down. With a fired up crowd behind them, the
Knights set the game alight as they started to
take advantage of the fragilities of the Raiders
on the right as first it was Dom Young and then
Dane Gagai who took advantage as they scored.
The Raiders had a rare attacking opportunity
but they were left to watch the ball go back
the other way as an attacking kick ended up
with the Knights as Tyson Gamble swooped
on the ball before finding Dom Young who
was unstoppable racing away. Newcastle had
opened up 28-16 lead but things weren't done.
As possession mounted in favour of the Raiders,
Matt Frawley elected not to put the ball to hoot
but running the ball paid off as he was able to
get the ball over the try line. Jamal Fogarty
converted from close range to close the gap to
six points. The Canberrans continued to attack
with the ball as they eventually cracked the line
inside the final two minutes when Tom Starling
was able to go over. Fogarty converted to level
the scores. An 80th minute penalty put the

Raiders into field goal range but they couldn't
take advantage of the two shots and extra
time awaited. The Green Machine started the
first half of Extra Time with the better of the
field position but elected not to go for a one-
point advantage until the last few seconds of
the half which was charged down. The second
half was all Newcastle as they were gifted field
position after a Jamal Fogarty kick went out on
the full as the Knights went on the attack as a
result. The home side went on the attack late
but it was a penalty against Hudson Young that
decided the game when he was clearly offside
and penalised for it. Ponga kicked the field goal
to give the home side the match-winning 30-28
lead. Next week, the Knights will look for 11ina
row when they head to New Zealand for a clash
against the Warriors for a slot in the preliminary
finals whilst the Raiders will again think of what
could have been as their season ends. JOSH
ROBERTSON

Tohu Harris (Warriors) Grade 1 Crusher Tackle: $1000
Sam Walker (Sydney) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1000

Briton Nikora (Cronulla) Grade 1Dangerous Contact: $1800
Wade Graham (Cronulla) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1800

Tom Hazelton (Cronulla) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1800
Jack Wighton (Canberra) Dangerous Contact - referred (alleged

bite): 3 matches

Adam Elliott (Newcastle) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $3000

37POINTS

LU.

Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

Date: Sat, 9th September. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Penrith 20-
0. Penalties: Penrith 6-4. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 21,525.

Date: Sun, 10th September. Kickoff: 4:05 PM. Halftime: Canberra
16-6. Penalties: Canberra 7-5. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd:
29,548.

32 POINTS
Kalyn Panga (Knights)

28 POINTS
Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

26 POINTS
Reece Walsh (Broncos)

25POINTS
Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Nathan Cleary (Panthers), Adam
Reynolds (Broncos)



A'last minute try from rookie Storm winger Will
Warbrick has seen the Melbourne Storm scrape
home against a fast-finishing Roosters side by
1813 at AAMI Park tonight.

A brave Roosters side looked to have pulled
off a shock win, following a cool and calm Sam
Walker field goal late in the match. However, the
Storm turned to their marquee man Cameron
Munster, who produced a pin point kick for his
rangy winger who collected the ball cleanly in
the air and then sensationally slammed the ball
over the try line to give the Storm a win for the
ages in front of their delirious fans. The win sets
up a Preliminary Final against Penrith at Accor
Stadium next weekend for a place in this year's
NRL Grand Final. It was a heartbreaking loss for

The New Zealand Warriors are off to Brishane
for a Preliminary final as they booked their spot
with a 40-10 win over the Newcastle Knights in
Auckland.

The Knights needed to silence the crowd early if
they wanted to make an impact but they did the
complete opposite as they turned the ball over
on their very first set and the Warriors made a
big impact straight away with three tries in the
opening 15 minutes. It was just inside the third
minute that the home side was able to cross
when Shaun Johnson's attacking magnetism
brought in the defence to focus on him before a

Trent Robinson's men who charged home after
being down 10-6 at halftime before a superb
try to prop Lindsay Collins and late field goal
from Walker had the visitors on the brink of
an upset win, however it was cruelly snatched
away at the death. Both sides came into the
match missing some notable stars, however
it was second-string halfhack Tyran Wishart
got Melbourne off to a brilliant start, when he
stepped off the right foot close to the line and
raced through the retreating Roosters defensive
line to score the first try of the night. Nick
Meaney missed the conversion, however, was
able to redeem himself when the Storm fullback
was gifted a penalty goal following a Victor
Radley high tackle on Wishart and Melbourne
extended their lead to a converted try early.
Wishart was involved again in the Storm's
second try, when he combined with surprise
interchange hooker Harry Grant close to the
ling. The Australian hooker then found Marion

short ball put Charnze Nicoll-Klokstad through
to open the scoring. The home side were left
disappointed when referee Adam Gee and
Grant Atkins in the bunker denied Wayde Egan
an effort from dummy half. The Warriors were
only a couple of plays away from scoring again
when Addin Fonua-Blake went through some
soft Newcastle defence. Failing to complete
a set when they did have a rare opportunity
with the ball hurt the Knights and the Wahs
took advantage when they went left and took
advantage and Marcelo Montoya went over in
the corner just keeping his feet inside the field
of play to score. The Knights had a 16-0 deficit
staring at them as they slowly began to even
things out in possession but they could only
put a minor dent into the scoreboard when

Date: Fri, 15th September. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Melbourne

10-6. Penalties: Melbourne 8-4. Referee: Ashley Klein. Crowd:

19,534,

Date: Sat, 16th September. Kickoff: 6:05 PM. Halftime: Warriors
16-4. Penalties: Warriors 3-2. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 26,083.

Seve who crashed over and give the home side
a10-0 lead with fifteen minutes remaining in the
first half. The Roosters desperately needed to
get in the match, and they did so when hooker
Brandon Smith produced a trademark charge
over from dummy half against his former club to
score a vital try before the break to narrow the
score to 10-6.

With 40 minutes left in the season for the
loser, the game became an arm wrestle early
in the second half and finally after several
raids, Melbourne managed to jag a penalty
from in front. Nick Meaney then kicked his
second penalty goal to give his side a 12-6
lead. The Tricolours needed a hero and an
unlikely one emerges in utility Sandon Smith,
who made a break and found Victor Radley
who was brought down just short of the try
line by Cameron Munster. Smith then jumped
into dummy half and threw an excellent cut

the Warriors defence was caught infield as the
Knights went left and Greg Marzhew got on the
board.

Adding to the scoreboard again was important
for the Knights and they did just that when
Dylan Lucas went in after Adam Clune ran at the
line and got the important offload away. Things
were starting to look good for the Knights but it
was short lived as the Warriors took advantage
of the pressure they began to put on and Dylan
Walker went through soft Newcastle defence. It
was one-way traffic from there as Rocco Berry
got a reprieve from the Bunker when his efforts
were initially rejected on-field by Adam Gee who
believed there was a double movement. Berry
was able to keep the ball off the ground and get

out pass to hit Lindsay Collins on the chest and
the Queensland front rower scored untouched
under the posts. Sam Walker converted the try
to tie up the scores. The Roosters continued
their late charge, marching towards the posts to
allow Sam Walker to kick a field goal to give the
Roosters the lead for the first time in the match
to stun the home fans. Melbourne however
wasn't finished, and with the clock counting
down it was their marquee man Cameron
Munster who produced a last-ditch kick across
field high for his wingman in Will Warbrick. And
the rookie winger didn't let him down collecting
the ball cleanly and then managing to reach
out to score the match winner. Meaney then
converted from out wide to give the Storm an
18-13 lead, which they turned into a win thirty
seconds later. Melbourne now travel to Sydney
where they face off against Penrith for a place in
the 2023 Grand Final, while the Roosters 2023
season ends in heartbreak. SAM BOURKE

it to the line for a four pointer. The Warriors took
advantage twice more as the Knights looked to
switch off late when DWZ got his first try of the
finals series when he was left in open space
after the Newcastle defence had rushed in
and left DWZ unmarked. The Wah's then went
over inside the final five minutes when Bayley
Sironen was in the right sport after the home-
side goes over a play after Kalyn Ponga lost
the high ball. The New Zealand Warriors will
continue their fairy-tale story into Brishane
next year whilst the Knights will no doubt be
disappointed but they still managed to beat
many of the expectations on them this season
and will look back with pride. JOSH ROBERTSON

Tyson Frizell (Newcastle) Grade 1 Careless High Tackle: $1000
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Ahattrick by Brian To'o has capped a dominating
team effort by the Penrith Panthers to hook
their place in the 2023 NRL Grand Final,
thrashing Melbourne by 38-4.

Both sides engaged in early warfare with
Melbourne answering the call in the opening
sets of play. Off the back of a sloppy penalty,
Penrith were able to advance up field and
threw questions at Melbournes suspect left
edge after just three minutes. Nathan Cleary
drew in the defence before finding Dylan

The Brisbane Broncos have stormed into
the Grand Final after an emphatic display
of attacking football saw them absolutely
dominate the Warriors, who simply couldn't
keep up with the fast moving Broncos attack.

The Warriors opened the scoring in just the
fourth minute courtesy of a beautiful set
play on the short side. Shaun Johnson at first
receiver, linked with the trailing runner Charnze
Nicoll-Klokstad who drew the defender early
before sending a nice ball to the unmarked
Dallin Watene-Zelezniak who scored in the
corner. Adam Pompey failed to convert from
the sideline. The Broncos wasted no time to
respond, hitting back in the 8th minute. On the
first tackle after getting a set restart and just
5 metres from the Warriors line, Billy Walters
at dummy half threw a dummy and then dived
over near the posts to score a classic rake’ try.
Adam Reynolds converted to give the Broncos a
6-4 lead. The points kept flowing when Watene-
Zelezniak snatched a brilliant intercept near

Edwards who drew in Justin Olam to find Brian
Too to cross for the first try of the evening.
Cleary’s conversion hit the posts and it was a
slender lead for the home side. Melbourne hit
back soon after following a rare mistake from
Edwards who dropped a regulation high ball.
Nick Meaney linked up with Olam who got
some revenge on the outside of the returning
Izack Tago to cross for the visitors. Meaney’s
conversion also hit the posts and it was tied at
4-4. Nelson Asofa-Solomona was pinned for a
[ate shot and despite Adam Gee wanting a sin-
bin, the bunker correctly confirmed the contact
wasn't as forceful and illegal as first thought.
Cleary knocked over a penalty goal for a 6-4
lead. Penrith's championship qualities came to
the forefront when they again capitalised on

halfway and raced 55 metres to score. Pompey
again failed to convert from out wide. After 13
minutes the Warriors were back in front 8-6.
4 minutes later the Broncos hit back again.
Reece Walsh on the left side took the ball to
the line, shaped to pass long but then hit Herbie
Farnworth with a beautiful short ball and the big
centre stretched out and scored, despite being
tackled around the boot. Reynolds converted
and the Broncos were back in front 12-8. In
the 20th minute, the Broncos went quickly on
the attack courtesy of a great run by Payne
Haas. On the next play, they shifted to the left
quickly where Kurt Capewell got out of a tackle
and then put Jesse Arthars over for a try in the
corner. Reynolds converted from the sideline,
to extend their lead by 10 points. The Broncos
kept piling the misery onto the Warriors just 4
minutes later when Ezra Mam linked with the
fast moving Walsh who exploded through a
gap, drew the defender and then put Walters
over for his second try. Reynolds converted.
The Warriors stopped the Broncos onslaught
in the 29th minute when they shifted the ball
left to Johnson who passed out the back to Te
Maire Martin, who drew and passed to Pompey

Date: Fri, 22nd September. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Penrith

18-4. Penalties: Penrith 9-4. Referee: Adam Gee. Crowd: 35,578.

Date: Sat, 23rd September. Kickoff: 7:50 PM. Halftime: Brisbane
24-12. Penalties: 5-all. Referee: Gerard Sutton. Crowd: 52,273.

some poor Melbourne handling out of their own
end. It was a similar shift that saw To'o beat the
sliding cover defence for his second try. Cleary
converted from touch and it was a 12-4 lead.

Seven minutes later, Penrith went down a
narrow blind-side off yet another cheap penalty.
Jarome Luai did all the work engaging the line
before Cleary put Warbrick in two minds and
Sunia Turuva crosses outside. Penrith's star half
added the extras and despite some late chances
from the visitors it was 18-4 at the change of
ends.

After a tense opening to the second fourth
Jarome Luai decided to put his exclamation
point on the second half in the 53rd minute. Luai
skipped and danced his way through some Storm

who shuffled the ball quickly along to Marcelo
Montoya and the winger evaded a tackle before
diving over in the left corner. Pompey failed to
convert from the sideline. The final ten minutes
of the half saw both sides ball control drop off
and subsequently, the points stopped flowing.
A Warriors turnover with 8 seconds remaining
in the half gave Adam Reynolds an opportunity
to pot a 2 point field goal from halfway, but it
was deflected and only travelled 20 metres. At
halftime, 7 tries were scored and the Broncos
held a 2412 lead.

The Broncos went close to scoring twice in the
opening 10 minutes of the second half, through
Jordan Riki in the 42nd minute, when he made
a hreak but was brought down and wrapped
up just inches short of the line on the last
tackle and then in the 48th minute when a Kurt
Capewell offload put Farnworth over, but the
pass was ruled forward. Brishane finally got
the scoreboard moving in the second half in the
62nd minute with a controversial try. Walsh
made a break through the line and then threw
a very obvious but unintentional forward pass
that finds Cobbo, whose pass back inside to

defence before sending Liam Martin through a
yawning gap before passing to Cleary in support
to score. Cleary converted to extend the margin
out to 20. Off the ensuing set, Stephen Crichton
produced a magical flick outside to Turuva who
broke free before finding Edwards to cross.
Clary added the extras for a 30-4 lead. With just
over 20 to go, Jarome Luai was put on ice for the
remainder of the game and it didn't disrupt their
flow. Brian To'o crossed for his hattrick after a
strong bust from Isaah Yeo with 11 to go. From
the ensuing tackle, Cleary and Tago combined
with To'o to cross for his third. Cleary added the
conversion and a later penalty goal to secure
their grand final place. AJ LUCANTONIO

Riki also looked forward, and Riki raced away
to score under the posts. Reynolds converted to
give Brishane a 30-12 lead. On the 5th minute,
Kotoni Staggs was obstructed from chasing a
Reynolds grubber by Pompey which resulted
in the Warriors centre being sent to the sin bin
for ten minutes. In the following set, Ezra Mam
received the ball out wide on the left, stepped
back inside, beating Bayley Sironen, gets
through a gap before getting bumped over in a
tackle attempt, before rolling over the tryline to
score. Reynolds converts. Brishane brought up
40 points in the 70th minute when, off the back
of a great run by Haas on the previous play, they
sent the ball left to Walsh who quickly passed
along to Farnworth running back in against
the grain and he strolled through a big gap to
score. Walsh converted. Watene-Zelezniak
tries to barge over from dummy half in the 75th
minute but he was held up. Some open footy
closed out the final 5 minutes of the game, but
neither side could improve their score, Brishane
victorious 42-12 and advancing to the Grand
Final. ANDREW FERGUSON

Nelson Asofa-Solomona (Melbourne) Grade 1 Dangerous Contract: $1000
Josh King (Melbourne) Grade 1 Dangerous Contract: $750
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The Penrith Panthers have capped off the largest
comeback in Grand Final history to record a
third straight Premiership win by defeating the
Broncos 26-24 in the 2023 Grand Final decider.

Nathan Cleary put in one of the all time greatest
Grand Final performances in dragging his side to
the most unlikely of wins!

Cleary’s 76th minute try and conversion capped
off a comeback that needs to be seen to be
believed!

Ezra Mam's 10 minute hattrick looked certain

to have set the Broncos on their way to ending
their title drought with 25 minutes to go. He
had the Clive Churchill medal in his grasp until
Cleary’s aforementioned try.

A magnificent, and tense, first half saw Penrith
dominate for large portions, yet only lead
8-6 at halftime. Tom Flegler's 38th minute try
completely changed the momentum of the game
and looked to be the moment Brishane started
their path to Premiership glory.

The Broncos crossed early in the second half
via a brilliant, individual effort by Ezra Mam.
He would cross for his second just eight minutes
[ater, and for his third on the very next set.

Reece Walsh awoke from his first half slumber
and looked set to make those of us who
suggested he was playing below par, look

PENRITH 26 (N. Cleary, S. Crichton, M. Kenny, M. Leota tries; N. Cleary 4, S. Crichton
goals) DEFEATED BRISBANE 24 (E. Mam 3, T. Flegler tries; A. Reynolds 4 goals) AT ACCOR

STADIUM.

PENRITH: Edwards, Turuva, Tago,

Crichton, Tolo; Luai, Cleary (C); Leota, Kenny, Fisher-Harris, Sorensen, Martin, Yeo. Int:
Cogger, Smith, Leniu, Garner. BRISBANE: Walsh, Arthars, Staggs, Farnworth, Cobho;

Mam, Reynolds (C); Flegler, Walters, Haas, Capewell, Riki, Carrigan. Int: Smoothy, Piakura,

Hetherington, Palasia.

MATCH REVIEW - FINES & SUSPENSIONS

foolish in the second stanza. His break to put
Mam over looked like the moment the title was
won. Nathan Cleary’s breakin the 62nd minute
put Moses Leota over. He then kicked a 40/20
before having a huge hand in Stephen Crichton’s
67th minute try.

Cleary himself scored the match winner in
the 76th minute sending half of the 80,000 in
attendance into raptures.

There was no way to do this game justice in a
review. If you haven't seen this game, you need
to source the replay right away!

Nathan Cleary! Penrith! What a night!
This was the best Grand Final since 2015 and |

amreally leaning toward it being better.
DANNICHOLS
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LEAGUEUNLIMITED.COM

PLAYER OF THE VEAR
2023 FINAL STANDINGS

40 POINTS
Shaun Johnson (Warriors)

32 points - Kalyn Ponga (Knights)

30 points - Nathan Cleary (Panthers)

29 points - Reece Walsh (Broncos)

28 points - Nicho Hynes (Sharks)

25 points - Scott Drinkwater (Cowboys), Adam Reynolds (Broncos)
23 points - Payne Haas (Broncos)

22 points - Cameron Munster (Storm)

21 points - James Tedesco (Roosters)

20 points - Daly Cherry-Evans (Sea Eagles)

19 points - Mitchell Moses (Eels)

17 points - Clinton Gutherson (Eels), Addin Fonua-Blake (Warriors), Cody Walker (Rabbitohs), Dylan
Edwards (Panthers)

16 points - Ben Hunt (Dragons)
15 points - Harry Grant (Storm), Isaah Yeo (Panthers)
14 points - AJ Brimson (Titans)

13 points - David Fifita (Titans), Corey Horshurgh (Raiders), Stephen Crichton (Panthers), Latrell Mitchell
(Rabbitohs)

12 points - Apisai Koroisau (Wests Tigers), Matt Burton (Bulldogs), Blayke Brailey (Sharks)
11 points - Hudson Young (Raiders), Haumole Olakauatu (Sea Eagles)

10 points - Jamal Fogarty (Raiders), Kieran Foran (Titans), Izack Tago (Panthers), Cameron Murray
(Rabbitohs), Jamayne Isaako (Dolphins)

9 points - Jordan Rapana (Raiders), Jahrome Hughes (Storm), Dane Gagai (Knights), Herbie Farnworth
(Broncos), Valentine Holmes (Cowboys), Nick Meaney (Storm), Brian To'o (Panthers)

8 points - Kodi Nikorima (Dolphins), Jmaine Hopgood (3494Eels), Greg Marzhew (Knights), Tolutau
Koula (Sea Eagles), Nelson Asofa-Solomona (Storm), Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow (Dolphins), Campbell Graham
(Rabbitohs), Joseph Manu (Roosters), Jahream Bula (Wests Tigers), William Kennedy (Sharks)

7 points - Braydon Trindall (Sharks), Tyson Gamble (Knights), Briton Nikora (Sharks), Lachlan Croker
(Sea Eagles), Dallin Watene-Zelezniak (Warriors), Dylan Brown (Eels), Jeremy Marshall-King (Dolphins),
Lindsay Collins (Roosters), Ezra Mam (Broncos)

6 points - Sebastian Kris (Raiders), Alofiana Khan-Pereira (Titans), Jeremiah Nanai (Cowboys), Keaon
Koloamatangi (Rabbitohs), Luke Brooks (Wests Tigers), Jarome Luai (Panthers), Eliesa Katoa (Storm),
Jacob Kiraz (Bulldogs), Sean 0'Sullivan (Dolphins), Sam Walker (Roosters), Luke Keary (Roosters), Zac
Lomax (Dragons), Chad Townsend (Cowboys), Anthony Milford (Dolphins), Tom Dearden (Cowboys),
Jared Waerea-Hargreaves (Roosters), Bradman Best (Knights), Murray Taulagi (Cowboys), Wayde Egan
(Warriors)

5 points - Phoenix Crossland (Knights), Phillip Sami (Titans), Josh Papali’i (Raiders), Jackson Hastings
(Knights), Joseph-Aukuso Suaalii (Roosters), Tristan Sailor (Broncos), Kotoni Staggs (Broncos), Selwyn
Cobbo (Broncos), Tyson Frizell (Knights), Jarrod Wallace (Dolphins), Tanah Boyd (Titans), Brandon Smith
(Roosters), Jacob Liddle (Dragons), Josh Schuster (Sea Eagles), Dominic Young (Knights), Reuben Cotter
(Cowboys), Charnze Nicoll-Klokstad (Warriors), Patrick Carrigan (Broncos)

4 points - Siva Wong (Roosters), Daniel Tupou (Roosters), Jack Wighton (Raiders), Scott Sorensen
(Panthers), Taane Milne (Rabbitohs), William Warbrick (Storm), Jesse Ramien (Sharks), Siosifa Talakai
(Sharks), Moeaki Fotuaika (Titans), Reuben Garrick (Sea Eagles), Starford To'a (Wests Tigers), Bryce
Cartwright (Eels), Egan Butcher (Roosters), Jack Cogger (Panthers), Tom Trhojevic (Sea Eagles), Jayden
Campbell (Titans), Jacob Preston (Bulldogs), Joseph Tapine (Raiders), Jonah Pezet (Storm), Tohu Harris
(Warriors), Mikaele Ravalawa (Dragons), Reed Mahoney (Bulldogs), Blake Lawrie (Dragons), Xavier
Coates (Storm), Brandon Wakeham (Wests Tigers)

3 points - Heilum Luki (Cowboys), Matt Moylan (Sharks), Viliami Penisini (Eels), Jacob Saifiti (Knights),
Damien Cook (Rabbitohs), Drew Hutchison (Roosters), Tino Fa'asuamaleaui (Titans), Junior Tupou
(Wests Tigers), Tyrone Peachey (Panthers), Billy Smith (Roosters), Lachlan Miller (Knights), Isaiah Tass
(Rabbitohs), Luke Metcalf (Warriors), Daniel Saifiti (Knights), Jason Saab (Sea Eagles), Tevita Pangai Junior
(Bulldogs), Alex Twal (Wests Tigers), Lachlan llias (Rabbitohs), Matthew Timoko (Raiders), Jake Averillo
(Bulldogs)

2 points - Tom Gilbert (Dolphins), Isaiah Papalii (Wests Tigers), Tepai Moeroa (Storm), Jaeman Salmon
(Panthers), Joey Lussick (Eels), Sunia Turuva (Panthers), Victor Radley (Roosters), Junior Paulo (Eels),
James Fisher-Harris (Panthers), Blake Taaffe (Rabbitohs), Mitchell Barnett (Warriors), Felise Kaufusi
(Dolphins), Luciano Leilua (Cowboys), Cameron Mclnnes (Sharks), Braden Hamlin-Uele (Sharks), Keenan
Palasia (Broncos), Valynce Te Whare (Dolphins), Thomas Flegler (Broncos), Adam Elliott (Knights),
Thomas Burgess (Rabbitohs), Kurt Capewell (Broncos), Braidon Burns (Bulldogs), Moses Leota (Panthers),
Connelly Lemuelu (Dolphins), Jack de Belin (Dragons), Josh Addo-Carr (Bulldogs), Maika Sivo (Eels), Sitili
Tupouniua (Roosters), Jackson Ford (Warriors), Young Tonumaipea (Storm), Tesi Niu (Dolphins), Marcelo
Montoya (Warriors), John Bateman (Wests Tigers), Connor Tracey (Sharks), Liam Martin (Panthers)

1point - Arthur Miller-Stephen (Eels), Jake Trbojevic (Sea Eagles), Jai Arrow (Rabbitohs), Adam Pompey
(Warriors), Billy Burns (Dragons), Ryan Matterson (Eels), Terrell May (Roosters), Jack Williams (Sharks),
Sualauvi Faalogo (Storm), Kenny Bromwich (Dolphins), Blake Wilson (Bulldogs), Sione Katoa (Sharks),
Elliott Whitehead (Raiders), Thomas Hazelton (Sharks), Tautau Moga (Dragons), Charlie Staines (Wests
Tigers), Jazz Tevaga (Warriors), Edward Kosi (Warriors), Brendan Hands (Eels), Tevita Tatola (Rabbitohs),
Alex Johnston (Rabbitohs), Josh Reynolds (Bulldogs), Cory Paix (Broncos), Jaxson Paulo (Roosters), Ethan
Bullemor (Sea Eagles), Jayden Brailey (Knights), Adam Doueihi (Wests Tigers), Mason Teague (Dolphins),
Leo Thompson (Knights), Hayze Perham (Bulldogs), Jayden Sullivan (Dragons), Freddy Lussick (Warriors),
Albert Hopoate (Raiders), Dale Finucane (Sharks), Tyrone Munro (Rabbitohs), Lachlan Fitzgibbon
(Knights), Daine Laurie (Wests Tigers), Brendan Piakura (Broncos), Reagan Campbell-Gillard (Eels), Josh
King (Storm), Wiremu Greig (Eels), Taniela Paseka (Sea Eagles), Josh Curran (Warriors), Junior Pauga
(Roosters), Lindsay Smith (Panthers), Semi Valemei (Raiders), Chris Randall (Titans), Tyran Wishart
(Storm)

9



AUSTRALIAN FIRST GRADE HONOUR ROLL
NSWRL 1908-1994, ARL 1995-1997, SUPER LEAGUE 1997, NRL 1998-present

NSWRFL PREMIERSHIP - COMMENCED 1908.
Balmain, Cumberland, Eastern Suburbs, Glebe, Newcastle, Newtown, North Sydney, South Sydney

and Western Suburbs were inaugural teams.
YEAR PREMIERS MINOR PREMIERS # of TEAMS
NSWRFL 1908 South Sydney Eastern Suburbs, South Sydney 9
Cumberland dishanded at the conclusion of the 1908 season.
NSWRFL1909 South Sydney South Sydney 8
Newcastle left the premiership at the conclusion of the 1909 season.
Annandale joined the premiership ahead of the 1910 season.
NSWRFL 1910 Newtown N/A 8
NSWRFL 1911 Eastern Suburbs N/A 8
NSWRFL 1912 Eastern Suburbs N/A 8
NSWRFL 1913 Eastern Suburbs N/A 8
NSWRFL 1914 South Sydney N/A 8
NSWRFL 1915 Balmain N/A 8
NSWRFL 1916 Balmain N/A 8
NSWRFL 1917 Balmain N/A 8
NSWRFL1918 South Sydney N/A 8
NSWRFL 1919 Balmain N/A 8
University joined the premiership ahead of the 1920 season.
NSWRFL 1920 Balmain N/A 9
Annandale left the premiership after the 1920 season.
St George joined the premiership ahead of 1921 season.
NSWRFL 1921 North Sydney N/A 9
NSWRFL 1922 North Sydney N/A 9
NSWRFL 1923 Eastern Suburbs N/A 9
NSWRFL 1924 Balmain N/A 9
NSWRFL1925 South Sydney N/A 9
NSWRFL 1926 South Sydney South Sydney 9
NSWRFL1927 South Sydney South Sydney 9
NSWRFL1928 South Sydney Eastern Suburbs, St George 9
NSWRFL1929 South Sydney South Sydney 9
Glebe left the premiership after the 1929 season.
NSWRFL 1930 Western Suburbs Western Suburbs 8
NSWRFL1931 South Sydney Eastern Suburbs 8
NSWRFL1932 South Sydney South Sydney 8
NSWRFL1933 Newtown Newtown 8
NSWRFL 1934 Western Suburbs Western Suburbs, Eastern Suburbs 8
Canterbury joined the premiership ahead of 1935 season.
NSWRFL 1935 Eastern Suburbs Eastern Suburbs 9
NSWRFL 1936 Eastern Suburbs Eastern Suburbs 9
NSWRFL 1937 Eastern Suburbs N/A 9
University left the premiership after the 1937 season.
NSWRFL1938 Canterbury Canterbury 8
NSWRFL 1939 Balmain Balmain 8
NSWRFL 1940 Eastern Suburbs Eastern Suburbs 8
NSWRFL 1941 St George N/A 8
NSWRFL 1942 Canterbury Canterbury 8
NSWRFL1943 Newtown Newtown 8
NSWRFL 1944 Balmain Newtown 8
NSWRFL 1945 Eastern Suburbs Eastern Suburbs 8
NSWRFL 1946 Balmain St George 8
Manly and Parramatta joined the premiership ahead of 1947 season.
NSWRFL 1947 Balmain Canterbury 10
NSWRFL 1948 Western Suburbs Western Suburbs 10
NSWRFL 1949 St George South Sydney 10
NSWRFL1950 South Sydney South Sydney 10
NSWRFL 1951 South Sydney South Sydney 10
NSWRFL 1952 Western Suburbs Western Suburbs 10
NSWRFL1953 South Sydney South Sydney 10

94

YEAR PREMIERS MINOR PREMIERS # of TEAMS
NSWRFL 1954 South Sydney Newtown 10
NSWRFL 1955 South Sydney Newtown 10
NSWRFL 1956 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1957 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1958 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1959 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1960 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1961 St George St George, Western Suburbs 10
NSWRFL 1962 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1963 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1964 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1965 St George St George 10
NSWRFL 1966 St George St George 10
Cronulla and Penrith joined the premiership ahead of 1967 season.

NSWRFL 1967 South Sydney St George 12
NSWRFL 1968 South Sydney South Sydney 12
NSWRFL 1969 Balmain South Sydney 12
NSWRFL 1970 South Sydney South Sydney 12
NSWRFL 1971 South Sydney Manly 12
NSWRFL 1972 Manly Manly 12
NSWRFL 1973 Manly Manly 12
NSWRFL 1974 Eastern Suburbs Eastern Suburbs 12
NSWRFL 1975 Eastern Suburbs Eastern Suburbs 12
NSWRFL 1976 Manly Manly 12
NSWRFL 1977 St George Parramatta 12
NSWRFL 1978 Manly Western Suburbs 12
NSWRFL 1979 St George St George 12
NSWRFL 1980 Canterbury Canterbury, Eastern Suburbs 12
NSWRFL 1981 Parramatta Eastern Suburbs 12
Canberra and lllawarra joined the premiership ahead of 1982 season.

NSWRFL 1982 Parramatta Parramatta 14
NSWRFL 1983 Parramatta Manly 14
Newtown left the premiership after the 1983 season.

NSWRL 1984 Canterbury Canterbury 13
NSWRL 1985 Canterbury St George 13
NSWRL 1986 Parramatta Parramatta 13
NSWRL 1987 Manly Manly 13
Brisbane, Gold Coast and Newcastle joined the premiership ahead of 1988 season.

NSWRL 1988 Canterbury Cronulla 16
NSWRL 1989 Canberra South Sydney 16
NSWRL 1990 Canberra Canberra 16
NSWRL1991 Penrith Penrith 16
NSWRL 1992 Brishane Brishane 16
NSWRL1993 Brishane Canterbury 16
NSWRL1994 Canberra Canterbury 16

Auckland, North Queensland, South Queensland and Western Reds joined the premiership ahead of
1995 season, during which the NSWRL transferred control of the competition to the ARL.

ARL1995 Sydney Bulldogs Manly 20
ARL1996 Manly Manly 20
For the 1997 season, eight teams moved to Super League: Auckland, Brishane, Canberra, Canterbury,
Cronulla, North Queensland, Penrith and Western Reds.

They were joined by new clubs Adelaide and Hunter.

Super League 1997 Brishane Brishane 10
The remaining twelve clubs continued in the ARL competition: Balmain, Gold Coast, lllawarra,
Manly, Newcastle, North Sydney, Parramatta, St George, South Queensland, South Sydney, Sydney
City and Western Suburbs

Newcastle Manly 12

The Super League and ARL competitions were reunified in 1998.

Hunter, South Queensland and Western Reds folded after 1997.

Melbourne joined the premiership ahead of the 1998 season.

Brishane Brishane 20

Adelaide and Gold Coast left the premiership after the 1998 season.

St George and llawarra merged to form St George lllawarra ahead of the 1999 season

ARL1397

NRL1398




YEAR PREMIERS MINOR PREMIERS # of TEAMS
NRL1999 Melbourne Sharks 17
South Sydney were removed from the premiership after the 1999 season.

Balmain and Western Suburbs merged to form Wests Tigers ahead of the 2000 season.

Manly and North Sydney merged to form Northern Eagles ahead of the 2000 season.

NRL 2000 Brishane Brishane 14
NRL 2001 Newcastle Parramatta 14
South Sydney were reinstated ahead of the 2002 season.

NRL 2002 Sydney Warriors 15
Northern Eagles were dishanded after the 2002 season..

Manly were reinstated ahead of the 2003 season.

NRL 2003 Penrith Penrith 15
NRL 2004 Bulldogs Sydney 15
NRL 2005 Wests Tigers Parramatta 15
NRL 2006 Brishane Withdrawn 15
Melbourne's minor premiership was withdrawn in 2010 due to salary cap breaches.

Gold Coast Titans joined the premiership ahead of the 2007 season

NRL 2007 Withdrawn Withdrawn 16
Melbourne’s premiership & minor premiership was withdrawn in 2010 due to salary cap breaches.
NRL 2008 Manly Withdrawn 16
Melbourne's minor premiership was withdrawn in 2010 due to salary cap breaches.

NRL 2009 Withdrawn St George lllawarra 16
Melbourne’s premiership was withdrawn in 2010 due to salary cap breaches.

NRL 2010 St George lllawarra St George lllawarra 16
NRL 2011 Manly Melbourne 16
NRL 2012 Melbourne Canterbury 16
NRL 2013 Sydney Sydney 16
NRL 2014 South Sydney Sydney 16
NRL 2015 North Queensland Sydney 16

NRL WOMEN'S PREMIERSHIP HONOUR ROLL

NRLW PREMIERSHIP - COMMENCED 2018. Brishane, St George Illawarra, Sydney, Warriors.

YEAR PREMIERS MINOR PREMIERS # of TEAMS
NRLW 2018 Brishane Brishane 4
NRLW 2019 Brishane Brishane 4
NRLW 2020 Brishane Brishane 4

Warriors withdrew at the conclusion of the 2020 season.

Gold Coast, Newcastle and Parramatta joined the premiership ahead of the 2021 season.

The 2021 season was played in 2022 due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions.

NRLW 2021 Sydney St George lllawarra 6

NRLW 2022 Newcastle Sydney 6

Canberra, Cronulla, North Queensland and Wests Tigers joined the premiership ahead of the 2023
season.

NRLW 2023

Newcastle Newcastle 10

YEAR PREMIERS MINOR PREMIERS # of TEAMS
NRL 2016 Cronulla Melbourne 16
NRL 2017 Melbourne Melbourne 16
NRL 2018 Sydney Sydney 16
NRL 2019 Sydney Melbourne 16
NRL 2020 Melbourne Penrith 16
NRL 2021 Penrith Melbourne 16
NRL 2022 Penrith Penrith 16

Dolphins joined the premiership ahead of the 2023 season.
NRL 2023 Penrith Penrith 17

PREMIERSHIP LEADERBOARD:

South Sydney Rabbitohs 21, Sydney Roosters 15, St George Dragons
15, Balmain Tigers 11, Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs 8, Manly-
Warringah Sea Eagles 8, Brishane Broncos 6, Penrith Panthers 5,
Western Suburbs Magpies 4, Parramatta Eels 4, Melbourne Storm 4,
Newtown Jets 3, Canberra Raiders 3, North Sydney Bears 2, Newcastle
Knights 2, Cronulla-Sutherland Sharks 1, North Queensland Cowboys 1,
St George lllawarra Dragons 1, Wests Tigers 1.

CURRENT TEAMS WITH NO PREMIERSHIP:
Warriors, Gold Coast Titans.

DEFUNCT TEAMS WITH NO PREMIERSHIPS:

Cumberland, Newcastle Rebels, Glebe Dirty Reds, Annandale Dales,
Sydney University, lllawarra Steelers, Gold Coast Giants/Seagulls/
Chargers, South Queensland Crushers, Western Reds, Adelaide Rams,
Hunter Mariners, Northern Eagles.

PREMIERSHIP LEADERBOARD:
Brishane Broncos 3

Newcastle Knights 2

Sydney Roosters 1

NO PREMIERSHIP:
Canberra Raiders, Cronulla-Sutherland Sharks, Gold Coast Titans, North
Queensland Cowboys, Parramatta Eels, St George lllawarra, Wests Tigers

=R
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BRISBANE BRONCOS

After a year that ended in the Broncos entering the history books for
all the wrong reasons, there were plenty of reasons to helieve Brishane
would just take another step backwards in 2023.

But there was also cause for optimism, headlined by the return of
fullback Reece Walsh while the Broncos also boasted one of the hest
young forward packs in the competition and a halves pairing that
perfectly blended youthful flair and dependable experience.

Really, the higgest question mark hanging over Brishane surrounded
coach Kevin Walters and whether he was more than a lovable larrikin,
capable of adapting his game plan under pressure.

He certainly proved that in 2023 and had the Broncos firing at the right
time, winning seven of their last eight games with their only loss coming
as both Brishane and Melbourne rested its big names in Round 27.

If you need any proof of just how different this version of the Broncos
was under Walters it came the following week as the team ended its
hoodoo against the Storm, shutting out Melbourne in a statement 26-0
win to book a spot in the preliminary finals.

While it did not ultimately end in a premiership, the Broncos still have
a relatively young squad that is heading in the right direction after the
team’s first grand final appearance since 2015.

TURNING POINT

It is hard to pinpoint any specific turning point given Brishane's
consistency throughout the season, although you can probably single out
the 18-12 loss to the Gold Coast.

It could have been very easy for the Broncos to follow a similar path to
the one they took last year after that defeat, tumbling down the ladder
and struggling to capitalise on a successful start to the season.

That is especially true when you consider it also coincided with Reece
Walsh being rubbed out for three games for his tirade at referee Chris
Butler in that game.

Losing the team's main spark plug in attack could have easily destabilised

the team but instead Brishane went on another winning run to prove
itself a serious title contender in 2023.
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WHAT WORKED
Ranking second in the league for both points scored and conceded,
clearly a lot worked. That's obvious.

Digging a bit deeper though, it was the form of five-eighth Ezra Mam and
hooker Billy Walters that really lifted the ceiling of this team.

Adam Reynolds and Reece Walsh were obviously two of the most in-form
players at their position too, although there was always some level of
expectation that they would perform well.

Mam and Walters, on the other hand, were hardly sure things and
viewed before the season as reasons to question Brishane's premiership
credentials.

Mam enjoyed his best season in the NRL, taking home Dally M Five-eighth
of the Year honours after finishing the year with 10 linebreak assists, nine
try assists, 13 linebreaks and 47 tackle busts.

The 20-year-old was the perfect complement to the more composed and
experienced Reynolds while his defence was also much-improved.

As he proved in the grand final, Mam’s speed off the mark and evasive
running game also made him a constant threat in attack.

As for Walters, he exceeded expectations and only grew in confidence
as the season progressed, picking his moments well when it came to
running out of dummy-half.

Without the kind of leaps both Mam and Walters made in their game,
Brishane don't go as far as it did.

WHAT DIDN'T
Not a whole lot. You don't get to a grand final unless a lot of things went
right.

If anything, some of Brisbane's younger players - namely Selwyn Cobbo
and Reece Walsh - finally had the forgettable moments that we had been
waiting for all season long.

For the majority of the season though their performances had largely
been unblemished and while it was a shame that both players had a few
nervous moments in the biggest game of the year it should not take away
from what they put together throughout the whole season.

The Broncos don't have to look far either to see how quickly they could
find themselves with another shot at a premiership.

Brisbane Cumulative Margin 2023

After all, it was only in 2020 that the Panthers lost to the Storm in that
year's decider.

That young Penrith group seemed to be a bit overawed by the occasion
and at times early in the grand final the same seemed true for Brishane.

The way the Broncos responded in the early stages of the second half, led
by Mam, proves this team has the talent to blow any other away. Maybe
the old saying is true and you do need to lose one to win one.

BEST PLAYERS

Having won the team’s player of the year award every season except
for his rookie campaign, where he played only three games, front rower
Payne Haas obviously headlines this list.

Although lock forward Patrick Carrigan also had his best season in the
NRL, rewarded with a spot in the Dally M Team of the Year after averaging
125 metres and 30 tackles per game.

The Broncos workhorse also offered a passing option through the middle
that proved particularly lethal close to the line, whether he was playing it
short to another forward or out the back to halfhack Reynolds.

Speaking of, Reynolds' leadership and calming influence on the field
cannot be understated and while he was the perfect halves partner for
Mam he also helped balance out the attack with the electric Walsh out
the back.

Walshis another Bronco who enjoyed a career-best season, setting a new
Broncos record for most try assists (30).

ROOKIES
The standout has to be fullback Tristan Sailor, who was handed a lifeline
by Brishane and took it with both hands while filling in for Walsh.

Sailor averaged 125 metres to go with six try assists, six linebreak assists
and 13 tackle busts across his four starts in 2023 and shapes as the kind
of player who is simply be too good to be a back-up and may be on the
lookout for a new team in the near future.

LOOKING AHEAD

Another top-four finish is on the cards, although the losses of Herbie
Farnworth and Tom Flegler (Dolphins) leave significant holes while
Keenan Palasiais also off to the Gold Coast.

For the time being, Reynolds is showing no signs of slowing down and
as long as that remains the case the Broncos will be in premiership
contention.
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| AS(] APSH( DISR/ AUL MORGAN MEDAL- PLAVER 0 AR: PAYNE HAA
DOSITIC 0 (CRAND FINA RIL CO AWARD - ROOKIE 0 AR AILOR
|Ji ALTER ALTERS AWARD - MOST CO PA |
APTA ADAMR S (24) KURT CAP OMA . | ANGER AWARD - B ACK: R ]
; OMECROWD 4 BOURNE IN RC i AWARD URWARD: PAYNE HA
AVERAGE HOME CROWE : A AWARD - PLAY 0 AR: KOTC ROUND 4 TRY V RED
OP POINTSCORER ADAM REYNOLL ' B
DP TRYSCORER RAMA PERSON 0 AR: SIMON SCANLA
ARV BA AWARD - PLAVERS’ PLAVER: PA )
Round 112 |3 4|5 |67 |89 100 {1213 [4]|15|17|18|2 2 |2|23|24|2/|2 |LF]|PF]|GF SEASON STATS
Opponent PE [ NQ | SI [ DO [ WTF | CR|GC|PA|SS | MW |MS|PE|WR|CS|NK|GE |[DO|CB|SS|SR|NQ|PA|CR|MS|MS|WR|PE|[SI3|INT|T G | FG | Pts | Bin | Off
ARTHARS, Jesse W W iWwW|[W[WwW[Ww Wiw(lw|iw| w||w W w W Clwiwiwi|1m 1 9 6| 1
CAPEWELL, Kurt RIR|R[R|R|[R|R[R|R[R|R|R|R[R|R RIR|R[R|R|R R|R[R|2A 6 U
CARRIGAN, Patrick (A Y I A LpLfjL|L RIR|L|L Lot |2 2 8 1
COBBO, Selwyn BBI{W[W[W[W|W|W[W|W|W|W[W WIiW[W I W[{W[W[W[W]|W Wiw|wil2 20 80 | 1
FARNWORTH, Herbie cjpcypcjpcjcycypcycycycpcfcfpcfpcjcjpcypecjpcypcyfcyfcypciyfc C|Ccf|C/|2% 15 60 | 2
FLEGLER, Thomas B|B|R|R|R|R FR| FR | FR [ FR | FR FR [ FR | FR FR| FR [ FR [ FR [ FR [ FR [ FR [ FR | 20 | 2 3 {1
HAAS, Payne FR{FR[FR|[FR[FR|FR]|R]|R FR [ FR | FR FR [ FR [ FR [ FR FR{FR|[FR|[FR]|R FR|FR|FR |23 1 4
HETHERINGTON, Kobe B(B|B|B|B|[B|L|[B|[B|B|R|L|B]|B B[ B B|B|B |3 |16
HOETER, Delouise C 1
JENSEN, Corey FR{FR|{B|B|[B]|B|FR|B]|B]|B|B|B|R B|B|FR|B|B|B B | R 6 | 15
MADDEN, Jock FE HB HB HB | HB 5
MAM, Ezra FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE FE | FE | FE | 25 18 /8
MARINER, Deine W B W W 3 1 5 20
MOZER, Blake B 1
OATES, Corey W w w WiWw|wilw W w 9
PAIX, Cory B|8|8|B|B|B|B|B|B|B|[B|[B|B|SB B ] 2 8
PALASIA, Keenan B|B|B|B]|B|B|B FR R FRYFR[FR|L[B]B|L[L|B|B]|B|[S8]TI
PEREIRA, Jordan W 1 2 8
PIAKURA, Brendan B{B|B|R|R|R R|{B|B|2R|B|B|B|S5 8 2 8
REYNOLDS, Adam HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB HB HB | HB | HB | 23 509 | 3 |22
RIKI, Jordan RIR|R[R|2R|[R|R[R|R|[R|R|R|R|2R[R|R RIR|R[R|R|R| 2 1 2
ROGERS, Josh FE 1 5 10
SAILOR, Tristan FB FB | FB FB 4
SMOOTHY, Tyson B|B|B|B|B|B|B|B|[B|H[B|[B|SB 1 12
STAGGS, Kotoni cjpcjpcjpcecjcypcypcycycycpcfcfpcfcjcjpcjpcjpecypcyfcfcypciyc C{ClC|2 B3]7 66
TAUPAU, Martin B|8|8B|B|B|B|B|B|B|B|[B|[B|[B|[B]|B]|B]|B]|B|L B 1 19 1
WALSH, Reece FB | FB [ FB | FB | FB [ FB | FB | FB | FB | FB | FB FB | FB | FB FB | FB | FB | FB | FB FB | FB | FB | 22 9 3 118
WALTERS, Billy H{H|H|H|H|H|H|[H|H|H|[H|H|H|H|H]H[H|H|H|H]H|H]|H H{H|H]|Z® 6 U
WILLISON, Xavier B B|{B|B|B]|B B 1 2 8
RND | DATE OPPOSITION RESULT VENUE CROWD RND | DATE OPPOSITION RESULT VENUE CROWD
1 Mar 3rd Penrith W | 13 | 12 | BlueBet Stadium 17125 16 BYE
2 Mar 10th North Queensland W | 28 | 16 | Suncorp 43162 17 Jun 25th Gold Coast L | 12| 18 | Suncorp 42,249
3 Mar 18th St George lllawarra W [ 40 | 18 | Suncorp 26,612 18 Jultst Dolphins W | 24 | 16 | TheGabba 30,606
4 Mar 24th Dolphins W [ 18 | 12 | Suncorp 51,047 19 BYE
5 Apr st Wests Tigers W | 46 | 12 | Suncorp 21553 20 Jul15th Canterbury W | 44 | 24 | Belmore 17103
6 Apr 8th Canberra L | 14 [ 20 | Suncorp 31,962 2 Jul 21st South Sydney W [ 36 | 20 | Sunshine Coast 8,931
7 Apr 15th Gold Coast W | 43| 2 | Chus 26,563 2 Jul27th Sydney W | 32 | 10 | TheGabba 21,84
8 Apr 21st Parramatta W | 26 | 16 | TIOStadium 11,864 . 23 Aug 5th North Queensland W | 30 | 14 | QLDCountryBank 22,659
9 Apr 28th South Sydney L 6 | 32 | Suncorp 40102 2 Aug 1th Parramatta W | 54 | 10 | TheGabba 29,005
10 May 5th Manly W [ 32| 6 [ Suncorp 50,077 25 BYE
11 May 1ith Melbourne L | 16 | 24 [ AAMIPark 16,043 H 26 Aug 26th Canberra W [ 29 | 18 [ GIOStadium 19,400
12 May 18th Penrith L 4 | 15 | Suncorp 33343 21 Aug 31st Melbourne L | 22| 32 | Suncorp 321
13 May 27th Warriors W | 26 | 22 | McleanPark 16,195 QF Sep 8th Melbourne W | 26 | 0 [ Suncorp 50,197
14 Jun 3rd Cronulla W | 20 | 12 | Pointshet 12,318 PF Sep 23rd Warriors W | 42 | 12 | Suncorp 52,273
15 Jun10th Newcastle W [ 24 | 20 | Suncorp 35,814 GF Oct 1st Penrith L 24 | 26 | Accor 81,947
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CANBERRA RAIDERS

SAM BOURKE

The Green Machine came into the 2023 season as one of the more settled
sides in the NRL. Off the back of a superh finish to season 2022, where
the Raiders won 8 of their last 10 matches left Raiders fans feeling that
while they were not considered marquee contenders by the bookies, the
successful addition of halfback Jamal Fogarty to complement superstar
Jack Wighton could be the combination to lead a strong forward pack
deep into September and perhaps beyond.

That optimism quickly shifted on the eve of the season, when the Raiders
|ost young gun Xavier Savage to a broken jaw in a trial game, which led
to their resolve being tested early on. Coach Ricky Stuart played an
unexpected hand in giving the custodian role to centre Sebastian Kris and
the dynamic effect was unfortunately not immediate. The Raiders started
the season slow, only winning one of their first five matches and the red
marker was being put through the Milk by most pundits. In Round 6, the
Raiders flew north to tackle the resurgent Broncos at Suncorp Stadium,
to make matters worse Jack Wighton was ruled out of the game day 17.
With their season at the crossroads Ricky's boys stepped up. Not only
did they stun the Broncos against the odds, but went onto win 7 of their
next 8 matches to find themselves knocking on the door of consecutive
finals appearances.

This period culminated in Origin call ups for both Hudson Young (NSW)
and Corey Horsburgh (QLD) and a spot even opened up in the Raiders
backline for club legend Jarrod Croker to make his long awaited 300th
NRL match for the club. Unfortunately this event coincided with where
the rollercoaster descended, when Coach Stuart made a somewhat
controversial decision to ‘rest’ Croker against the last placed Tigers, in
order to give their skipper the royal treatment in the nation’s capital
against the Warriors in Round 15. This saw unwanted attention in the
press and led to an embarrassing performance at GIO Stadium where
they were belted by New Zealand by 36-14 and then humbled by the
Cowboys in their following game. Canberra again managed to rescue
their season from Round 17, winning their next three to sit comfortably
in the Top 8 before again having fans sweat out the final rounds, after
they were thumped 48-6 by Melbourne and then limped into the finals
with losses to Brishane and Cronulla to cling onto 8th spot and secure a
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ticket to finals foothall.

Canberra travelled to Newcastle for a sudden death final against
Kalyn Pongas Knights and put up an almighty performance to go
down narrowly by 30-28 in a thrilling performance to conclude their
rollercoaster of a season.

TURNING POINT

Canberra came into Round 6 on the slide, after being thumped by 41
points at the hands of the defending premiers Penrith the week before
and with only one win on the board for the season it looked a mere
speed bump for the then undefeated Broncos at Suncorp. To make
matters worse, the Raiders then lost their marquee man in Jack Wighton
and the mountain became Everest hefore a ball was kicked. What was
glossed over however was that this was the backs to the wall mentality
aRicky Stuart coached side historically thrived on, and from the kick-off
the Raiders rocked the highly fancied Broncos pack with veteran Josh
Papali'i turning back the clock with some rocking hits. The tone was set
and gladly picked up a notch by the Raiders aggressive pack. A double
to Jordan Rapana in the first half, followed by a try to Albert Hopoate
had the Broncos scrambling and despite a late try to Jesse Arthurs, the
Raiders were too good as they held on to a well-deserved 20-14 victory.
As mentioned above, the win then triggered a superb run for Canberra
and showed on their day they were contenders when the right elements
came together.

WHAT WORKED

The Raiders forward pack was heralded at the commencement of the
2023 season, however excitingly for Raiders fans the depth they have
now built is now very deep. For the past few seasons there has been a
reliance on their two internationals in Josh Papalii and Joseph Tapine
whose consistent performances went a long way to ensuring the Green
Machine have been in the Top 8. This season saw both Hudson Young and
Corey Horshurgh play State of Origin for their respective states but even
more importantly a plethora of young talent in the engine room are now
pushing for starting spots, leaving mainstays likes Elliott Whitehead and
Corey Harawira-Naera (whose season was shattered by a nasty head
knock) needing big off seasons to guarantee not only a starting spot but
aplace in the Raiders 17.

WHAT DIDN'T WORK
The Raiders defence what not at its finest this year as they conceded on

Canberra Cumulative Margin 2023
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average 26 points per game. In a bizarre statistic, Canberra managed to
hang on to a Top 8 spot despite having a woeful for and against of -127pts.
The big knock on the Raiders in recent seasons s their seemingly inability
to close out tight contests, however out of their 13 wins this season, all
of them were by 12 points or less, with 9 of those wins being by 6 points
or less. Now that they seemingly have a handle on grinding out a win,
they desperately need to turn their attention to having some defensive
resolve in order to compete with the elite sides come September.

BEST PLAYERS

Corey Horshurgh at the start of the season was not a resounding pick
in the Raiders starting pack, in fact it wasn't until the Raiders Round 6
upset over the Broncos that saw the fiery red head start and play over
70 minutes. From there Horshurgh was dominant, making the #13 jersey
his own, with this burst of consistent form leading to a maiden Maroons
jersey. It was quite the rise for the long-time fan favourite, who was
rewarded with a 3 year extension and is now a walk up start for Canberra
providing a follow me mentality that would please the coaching staff to
no end.

Matt Timoko was another who impressed for the Green Machine,
with the blockbusting centre having a breakout year with 11 tries, 14
line breaks and a massive 118 tackle busts. The Raiders centre’s form
culminated in his selection for the Kiwi national side. For those who
have been watching closely, they will have noticed that Timoko has been
outstanding for his native New Zealand and provided he isn't merely
shovelled the ball in desperation and can get quality possession from
his inside men, then Timoko has the potential to be one of the NRLs elite
centres.

LOOKING AHEAD

The well-publicised loss of Jack Wighton hurts the Raiders heading into
2024 and with the majority of the key components that led the Raiders to
aGrand Final in 2019 starting to depart, with Wighton, Jarrod Croker and
Josh Hodgson recently finishing their time, they look soon to be joined
by Rapana, Whitehead and Papali'i which means the Raiders need some
new stars. Season '24 could see the unearthing of future stars in Chevy
Stewart, Ethan Strange, Ata Mariota and Hohepa Puru, but how quick
that will take effect is anyone’s guess. The fact remains the Raiders have
astrong starting pack and enough strike out wide to still be a threat of
playing finals football again next season.
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NRLW PLAYER OF THE YEAR - SIMAIMA TAUFA

NRL COACHES AWARD - SEBASTIAN KRIS

NRLW COACHES AWARD - JANELLE WILLIAMS

PETER MULHOLLAND NRL ROOKIE OF THE YEAR - ATA MARIOTA
NRLW ROOKIE OF THE YEAR - CHEYELLE ROBINS-RETI

POSITION
COACH

8TH, ELIMINATION FINALISTS

RICKY STUART

JARROD CROKER (14), ELLIOTT WHITEHEAD (10), JOSEPH TAPINE (1)
21,082 (VS. WARRIORS IN ROUND 15)

CAPTAINS
BIGGEST HOME CROWD

?I‘]IIEI:"(\)(I;IETIIISI:I%;E: o 1115\;:!)30 CROKER (130) FRED DALY CLUB PERSON OF THE YEAR - JAMAL FOGARTY
TOPTRYSCORERS JORDAN RAPANA, MATTHEW TIMOKO (11) GEOFF CALDWELL WELFARE AND EDUCATION AWARD - HOHEPA PURU
Round T2 (3 | 4[5 |6 [ 7 |9 (101|114 7|8 [19|2|2|23|24|25|2)|2|0 SEASON STATS
Opponent NQ | DO [ CS | NK [ PE | BB [ SG (DO | CB ( PA | MW | SS [ WT | WR [ SR | GC [ SG | WR | NK | W | MS | CB | BB | CS | NK [SI3|INT| T | G | FG [ Pts | Bin | Off
COTRIC, Nick Wi w w B|W/|[B|[B Wiwiiwiw|w]|wji]|3]|3 1
CROKER, Jarrod crcfcfcfcyfpcyc cpcfcfcfciyec C|8B wit]3]5 130
FOGARTY, Jamal HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB | HB [ HB [ HB | HB [ HB [ 24 | - | 3 | 28| 2 [ 70
FRAWLEY, Matt HB | FE B L FE [ FE [ FE [ FE| 7 | 1T | 3| - |1 |H"
GULER, Emre B|B|R|MR|B|B|[B|B|B|B|B|B|B|B|B|B|B|B|[B|[B|B[FR|[FR|B]|B|4]|2]|1 4
HARAWIRA-NAERA, Corey L L L L L | BB [8B R 613 -2]-1]4
HOLA, Peter B B 2
HOPOATE, Albert Wiwiwiwljw|w]|w WIiW[W[C|W|W|W|W]|W|W|W|W[W 20 8 32
. HORSBURGH, Corey B|B[B[B|[B|L L L L L Ll R|R|L L L L L L L L L m{s)3]-]-|121

KRIS, Sebastian FB | FB | FB | FB | FB | FB | FB | FB [ FB [ FB | FB | FB FB | FB | FB | FB | FB | FB | C C|w A0 -1 7] -]-|128]-|1
LEVI, Danny H{H|H H 4
MARIOTA, Ata B B B B B B B FRIFR| B B B B B B | FR|FR|[4[B]1 8 - |4
MOONEY, Trey B B B B[ -4 [T ]-]-]4
PAPALI Josh B | FR|[FR[FR[FR[R[R[R[R[|FR[FRI[EFR FR| FR|FR|FR|B|[B B{3f[2]-]-1]8
PURU, Hohepa L L ]2
RAPANA, Jordan W Wi w Wi iWw|W|W|W|W|W|W|W|W|W|[W/[FPB/[FMB[MB[WI[B|B|2a|-|1|-|-[4d]2
SAULO, Pasami FR| FR | B B B|FR|B B B B B|FR|FR]|B B B B B B B B B {5 |1
SAVAGE, Xavier W Tp-11]-1-14
SCHILLER, James Wi w B Wil |t [2]-]-]8
SCHNEIDER, Brad FE 1
SMITH-SHIELDS, Harley C C C C C FB 6
STARLING, Tom B| BB [H BB (BB |B|B|[B|B|B|B|[B|[B]|B]|B|B B| B[ B [B [T [2]3]-]-|1]|1
STRANGE, Ethan C 1
TAPINE, Joseph FR| FR| FR|{FR|FR FR|FR|FR|[FR|R[L L | FR|FR[FR[FR|FR|[FR|[FR|FR[FR|FR|FR[FR|2A|]-|1 - - | 4
TIMOKO, Matthew C C © C C cypcfcfcfcyycypcfcfcyfcfcjcjpcjpcypcypcypcyc C CBf -] - |- |41
TREVILYAN, Adrian B | B - | 2
WHITEHEAD, Elliott R|IR|R|[R[R[R|[R|R|R|R|R R|R|R|R|R|R|R|R|[R[R[|R[R[B]-]3]|-]|- |1
WIGHTON, Jack FE | FE | FE | FE FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE | FE FB | C Cl2a2|-(7]-]-]28]1
WOOLFORD, Zac B H[H[H[H[H[H H|H[H[H[H[H][H|H]|H]|H]H]H]H|H[2]I1
YOUNG, Hudson R|IR|R|[R[R|[R|[R|R|R|R|R R|R|R|2R|R|R|R|R|[R|R|R[|R|R|24]|-]9]|-|-[3%6]3
RND | DATE OPPOSITION RESULT VENUE DATE OPPOSITION RESULT VENUE
1 Mar 4th North Queensland 18 QLD Country Bank JunSth Warriors 14 610 Stadium
2 Mar 1ith Dolphins 14 Kayo Stadium BYE
3 Mar19th | Cronulla G10 Stadium Jun 25th Sydney Allianz
4 Mar26th | Newcastle McDonald Jones Jul st Gold Coast G10 Stadium
5 Mar 31st Penrith 610 Stadium Jul 7th St George lllawarra WIN Stadium
6 Apr 8th Brishane Suncorp BYE
7 Apr 16th St George lllawarra 610 Stadium Jul 21st Warriors Go Media
8 BVE Jul 28th Newcastle 610 Stadium
9 Apr29th | Dolphins McDonalds Park Aug 6th Wests Tigers 610 Stadium

May 5th Canterbury Suncorp Aug 13th Melbourne AAMI Park

May13th | Parramatta 610 Stadium Aug20th | Canterbury 610 Stadium

May 21st Manly GI0 Stadium Aug26th | Brishane GI0 Stadium

May 27th | Souths Accor Sep 3rd Cronulla Pointshet

Jun2nd Wests Tigers Campbelltown Sep 10th Newcastle McDonald Jones




CANTERBURY-
BANKSTOWN BULLDOGS

LACHLAN McINTYRE

The Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs entered the new 2023 season with
hope, as they have done for the past few years. With promising off-season
after promising off-season, the Bulldogs have always seemed like the
sleeping giants heading into the new year.

Yet, it's been a long time since they've delivered on any potential. So would
2023 finally be the year where the arrival of big name signings, including new
head coach Cameron Ciraldo, could lift them back into the top eight?

A promising start to the season gave fans yet another spoonful of hope,
before it all came crashing down as the year wore on.

Four straight losses rounded the season out, and saw the Bulldogs drop all
the way down to their final ladder position of 15th.

Under-achieving yet again, Ciraldo and the club have a lot of work to do to
finally turn their NRL side around.

TURNING POINT

The Bulldogs' loss to the Sydney Roosters in Round 14 was a crucial point in
their season. Heading into the game off a bye, and before that an important
win over the Titans, Canterbury looked up for the challenge against Easts.

They went down 25-24 in a thriller on the Central Coast, a knife to the heart
of the fans. This loss would turn into a four game losing streak, culminating
in an embarrassing 66-0 loss to Newcastle. It very much spelled the end of
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any finals hopes.

WHAT WORKED

The Bulldogs' first five rounds of the season showed some promising
signs. Despite a heavy loss to a strong Manly side to open their campaign,
Canterbury-Bankstown shocked the rugby league world with a comfortable
second round 26-12 victory over the Melbourne Storm in Melbourne - the
only away side to record victory at AAMI Park in 2023.

They backed this up with a narrow victory against the Wests Tigers, and were
unlucky not to record a third straight victory when they went down by only
two points to the Warriors in round four.

A one point round five victory against the North Queensland Cowboys
rounded out the best five game record of the season for the Bulldogs.

WHAT DIDN'T WORK

Defence, which was pretty atrocious throughout the entire season. They
easily amassed the worst defensive record across the regular season, letting
in a total of 769 points, nearly 100 more than the second worst, wooden
spooners the Wests Tigers.

Rarely a game passed in which the Bulldogs didn't concede near to or more
than 30, and this meant that even when Canterbury-Bankstown won, the
game was incredibly high-scoring, in one case recording a 36-32 win when
they took down Souths in Round 19.

BEST PLAYERS

Belrose junior Jacob Preston made a mark with the Bulldogs in his first
season of first grade footy. After making his debut in round one, and playing
52 minutes off the bench, he was instantly upgraded to a starting position
which he would come to make his own across the course of the year.

Canterbury Cumulative Margin 2023
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Rarely playing less than eighty minutes, Preston was a consistent and
talented surprise for the Bulldogs forward pack. He has been extended with
the club until 2027, and if this was what he could dish up in just his first
season, then fans should be excited to see him improve as his experience in
the NRL grows.

In his second season in the NRL, Jacob Kiraz continued his upward trajectory.
Making 19 appearances, with the majority